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Scope and Content Notes
The personal papers of Captain John Herrick contain information collected by the captain concerning America’s role in Gulf of Tonkin Incident as well as returning POWs. The majority of the documents within the collection pertain to the Tonkin Gulf Incident, with which Captain Herrick was intimately involved as the Commander, Destroyer Division ONE NINTY-TWO. Series I includes message traffic collected by the captain from the departments of Defense and State, as well as the Joint Chiefs of Staff, all of which relate to the Tokin Gulf Incident. 

Series II includes memoranda circulated in August 1964 concerning Tokin Gulf. Series III consists solely of After Action Reports from USS Maddox, Turner Joy and Destroyer Division ONE NINTY-TWO. 

Series IV includes research material collected from a wide range of both academic and government libraries. All of the material pertains to the incident at Tonkin Gulf. Series V holds contains a  large assortment of interviews conducted in the aftermath of the release of American POWs in 1973. It contains twenty-two individual interviews conducted during eight official press conferences. Series VI is a subject file collection, containing a wide assortment of material concerning the Tonkin Gulf Incident.  

Biography

John Jerome Herrick was born in Warren, Minnesota, on June 23, 1920, son of James O. and Lillian M. (Connelly) Herrick. He attended Superior State College, for two years, prior to entering the U.S Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on appointment at large in 1940. Graduated with the Class of 1944 on June 9, 1943 (course of instruction reduced to three years due to World War II) and commissioned ensign, he subsequently advanced in rank to that of captain, to date from April 1, 1964.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1943, he joined USS New York and while attached to that battleship participated in operations during World War II. After the cessation of hostilities, he next had aviation training at the Naval Air Station, Dallas, Texas and in May 1946 reported as Engineering Officer on board USS Samuel N. Moore (DD 747). During the period January 1948 to January 1950 he continued duty afloat as Executive Officer on USS Doyle (DMS-34).

Returning to the Naval Academy in March 1950, he was an instructor in marine engineering until June 1952, after which he commanded USS LSMR 412, which under his command participated in operations in the Korean area of hostilities. Detached from command of that vessel in August 1954, he again had duty at the Naval Academy, this time as an instructor in ordnance and gunnery. He remained there until June 1956, then commanded USS Hanna (DE-499) In February 1958 he reported as Engineering Officer on board USS Hornet (CVA-12) and from August 1959 to March 1963 served as Bureau of Naval Weapons Representative, Northern Pump Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

In May 1962 he assumed command of USS Fechteler (DDR-870) and in March 1963 transferred to command of USS Edson (DD-946). In May 1964 he was detached from that destroyer for duty as Commander Destroyer Division 192, USS Maddox, flagship. He was on board his flagship when it was attacked by three North Vietnamese torpedo boats on August 2, 1964 in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin, about twenty-eight miles off Communist North Vietnam coast. No casualties or damage was sustained by Maddox. In April 1965 he was designated Commanding officer of the Naval Ammunition Depot, Saint Juliens Creek, Portsmouth, Virginia.

Captain Herrick has the American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with two stars; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp; China Service Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Korean Service Medal; Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; and the United Nations Service Medal. 

Box and Folder List

Box 1

Series I: Tonkin Gulf Message Traffic

1. Department of Defense                                                                                       August 3, 1964

2. Desoto Patrol                                                                                                      August 4-5, 1964

3. Joint Chiefs of Staff (Chron)                                                                              August, 1964

4. Department of State-Incoming Telegrams                                                         August 3-5, 1964

5. Department of State-Outgoing Telegram, Saigon Embassy                              August 3, 1964  

Series II: Tonkin Gulf Memoranda

6. Mr. Levinson                                                                                                       August 25, 1964

7. Secretary of State                                                                                                August 3, 1964

8. White House                                                                                                        August 4, 1964

Series III: Tonkin Gulf AAR’s- USS Maddox/Turner Joy


9. Destroyer Division 192                                                                                       August 7, 1964

10. USS Maddox                                                                                                     August 24, 1964

11. USS Turner Joy                                                                                                 August 7, 1964

Series IV: Tonkin Gulf Research Notes

12. Tonkin Notes 1-59                                                                                             No Date

13. Tonkin Notes 60-123                                                                                         No Date

Series V: POW Press Conference Interviews

14. CDR Richard A. Stratton and LCDR Rodney A. Knutson                                March 30, 1973

15. CAPT WB Rivers, LtCOL JH Dunn and LCDR E. Alverez                             March 30, 1973

16. COL Samuel R. Johnson and MAJ Robert D. Jeffrey                                       March 30, 1973

17. COL. Fred Cherry, COL. Robinson Risner, COL. Norman Gaddis                  March 30, 1973

and Lt Col. John Dramesi                                                              

18. MAJ Floyd J. Thompson and SGT Don A Macphail                                        March 30, 1973

19. COL David W. Winn and LtCOL Leo K. Thorsness                                        March 31, 1973

20. Capt. Mulligan, Capt. Brady, CDR Fellows and LCDR Tschudy                     March 31, 1973

21. Capt. Lawerence Friese, Capt. James Warner and Sgt. Robert Helle                March 31, 1973

Series VI: Subject File

22.  “Chapter Six: A Battle in a Bottle”                                                                   No Date

23. “A Chronology of Events: Tuesday, August 4 and                                           August 25, 1964

 Wednesday August 5, 1964- Tonkin Gulf Strike

24. Correspondence                                                                                                  1968, Undated

25. “How We Went to War”                                                                                     No Date

26. Newspaper Clippings                                                                                      1989-1997

27. News Release: Secretary of Defense Public Affairs                                      August 5, 1964

28. Resume- Captain John Herrick                                                                       No Date

29. Speed Letters                                                                                                  1964
