Coll/542

Papers of 

Captain Damon E. Cummings 

1908-1947

1.0 cubic feet

Processed by

MM2 Barry Hamm, USNR and Joel Westphal

May 2006

Operational Archives Branch

Naval Historical Center

805 Kidder Breese St SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374

Biographical Note

Damon Earhart Cummings was born April 16th, 1895 in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  He entered the United States Naval Academy in 1903 and graduated in 1907.  Cummings, first post prior to his attaining the rank of ensign was a memorable one. He was assigned to Louisiana as a midshipman on October 17th, 1906 and participated in the world tour known as the Great White Fleet. Following his two years of sea service as a midshipman he was given the rank of ensign on 13 September 1908.

Following the completion of the Great White Fleet’s mission, Cummings married Ennis F. Morris on April 17, 1909 with the service being performed by his father, Reverend C.A. Cummings. Over the next several years Cummings served on board USS Celtic (AF-2), USS Nebraska (BB-14), and USS Illinois (BB-7). During this time period he received a promotion to Lieutenant j.g in 1911. Three years later he received a promotion to full Lieutenant after another tour on board Nebraska. 

On May 25, 1915 Cummings received his first official command, the gunboat Dubuque, which he commanded for the next two years. During this period Cummings received a Navy Commendation for his invention of a milling machine and subsequent gift of its patent rights to the Navy.

Following this service he was temporarily promoted to Lieutenant Commander in October 1917 and assigned to the battleship Massachusetts, whose name was changed to the USS Shawmut on 9 November 1917. Cummings would take over the role as Shawmut’s executive officer in February 1918, also receiving a temporary promotion to full commander. It was during this assignment that he earned the Navy Cross for assisting in laying a mine barrage in the North Sea to prevent German U-Boats from entering the shipping lanes. 

After the war ended Cummings commanded Shawmut for three months before being sent to the Naval War College for the 1919-1920 academic year. After his graduation he received his commission as a regular Lieutenant Commander retroactive to July 1st, 1919. His promotion placed him in command of the Naval Air Station, Rockaway Beach on Long Island, New York, in addition to duty as a navigator on board USS Arkansas (BB-33) until 1923. After two years of duty in the Bureau of Construction and Repair in Washington D.C he attended the U.S Army War College, from which he graduated in 1926, and was assigned to USS Trenton (CL-11) as her executive officer until March 28, 1928. 

For most of 1929 and 1930 Commander Cummings was working at the Bureau of Navigation in Washington D.C.. In December 1930 he was given his first official sea command, USS Sirius (AK-15), which operated off the Pacific coast, ranging from Bremerton to Alaska until 1932. In June of that year Cummings was transferred and joined the faculty at the Army War College in Washington D.C. until he was promoted to the rank of captain on January 1st, 1933.  

On September 26th, 1935 Captain Cummings was given command of USS Utah (AG-16) and served as her captain till 18 May 1937 when he was transferred to the 13th Naval District, Seattle, Washington where he worked as the districts intelligence officer and later as the Director of Naval Reserves. He was given his next sea command USS Tennessee (BB-43) on November 9th, 1938, which he captained till May 1940, his last duty at sea.

On December 27th Captain Cummings was assigned to the Fifteenth Naval District, Balboa, Canal Zone and was stationed there for three years. For his exemplary service at this station during the opening phase of the Second World War, he was awarded the Legion of Merit in 1947. After his tour of duty in the Canal Zone he was transferred and took command of the V-12 unit at Dartmouth College and served in that capacity till the end of the Second World War.     

Captain Cummings retired from the Navy on December 1st, 1946. He died at Bethesda Naval Hospital on April 21st, 1969 and was laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery.

Scope and Content Note

The collection has been arranged into seven series.  Series I consists of correspondence, both incoming and outgoing.  It is further subdivided into official and personal.  All correspondence is in chronological order with some folders spanning several years due to the limited amount of written material.  The majority of the correspondence concerns inspections, naval policy and enlisted training. Series II contains addresses and articles written by the Captain.

Series III contains awards, certificates, citations, and commissions.   Captain Cummings received several noteworthy citations.  The Navy Cross and Legion of Merit both given for outstanding performance.  The latter was received while serving as Chief of Staff, Panama Sea Frontier. While there, he continuously engaged in offensive and defensive operations against enemy submarines, controlling, routing and providing coverage for the great volume of Naval and merchant vessels.

Series IV contains both his Permanent and Temporary Change of Station Orders.  This record series covers the time period of 1906 thru 1946 and is contained in two folders.  The permanent orders folder begins with his assignment to Annapolis and ends with his retirement at Dartmouth College V-12.  His temporary orders are highlighted with his tour of duty at the US Naval and Army Academy War Colleges.  

Series V contains an inspection report. It is his recommendation to the Commandant of the Navy Yard, Boston Massachusetts. The inspection report was completed November 4, 1914. 

Series VI consists of various theses that were written during his tenure at the US Naval War College.  The works are spread over three folders all written in the year 1920 and filed chronologically.  Cummings thesis on “Tactics” is an overview of various situational strategies employed by admirals in the heat of conflict. 

Various photos make up the Series VII folder. They primarily contain civilian, naval ships, and ordinance operations.  None are dated.
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Subject Headings (LCSH)

Box and Folder List

Box 1

Series I: Correspondence – Official 

1. Incoming




                1908 to 1914

2. Incoming




                1915 to 1920 

3. Incoming




                1921 to 1922

4. Incoming




                1923 to 1927

5. Incoming




                1929

6. Incoming




                1931

7. Incoming




                1932 to 1933

8. Incoming




                1936 to 1941  

9. Incoming




                1942 to 1961

10. Outgoing




                1910-1915

11. Outgoing




                1916-1925

12. Outgoing




                1926-1929

13. Outgoing




                1930-March 1931 

14. Outgoing




                April 1931-1932

15. Outgoing




                1935-1953

Series I:  Correspondence – Personal

16. Incoming




                1910-1930 

17. Incoming




                1930-Sept. 1931

18. Incoming



                            October 1931-1932

19. Incoming




                1936-1941

Box 2

Series I:  Correspondence – Personal, cont.
20. Incoming




                1942-1955

21. Incoming




                1956-1962

22. Incoming




                1963-1966

23. Outgoing




                1914-Sept. 1931

24. Outgoing




                October 1931-1945

Series II:  Addresses and Articles


25.
Aviation or Naval Aviation

                            June 1920


27.
Use of Aircraft in Naval Warfare

                November 1921


27.
Personnel Management in the Navy
                            April 1924

28. Enlisted Training in the Navy

                            1929

29. Search for the Bodies


                            January 1944

30. Leadership and Misleadership

                November 1944

31. Remarks to Assembly


                            July 1945

Series II:  Addresses and Articles, cont.
32. Remarks for VJ Day


                           August 1945

33. Convocation of the Navy V-12

               October 1945

Series III: Awards, Certificates, Citations, and Commission


34.
Commendations



               1916-1931


35.
War Chevron



                           June 1918


36. 
 Certificates



                           1919-1947


37.
Navy Cross Citation


                           1920


38.
Transmittal of Decoration


               April 1922


39.
Commendation for Engineering Eff
                           August 1931


40.
Award Campaign Medal


               November 1931


41.
Legion of Merit



               April 1943


42.
Military Order of Ayacucho

                           May 1946


43.
Recommendation for Legion of Merit
               February 1947

Series IV: Orders


44.
Permanent Change of Station

                           1910-1946


45.
Temporary Duty



               1911-1933

Series V:  Report of Board for Inspection of Methods

46. Summary of Recommendations (Enc. A)
               May 1914

47. Detailed Report (Enc. B)

                           May 1914

48.
Copy of References (Enc. C)

                           May 1914

Series VI:  Theses

48. Strategy and Logistics


                           May 1920

49. Tactics




                            July 1920

50. Blue-Orange Estimate of the Situation
               November 1920a

Series VII:  Photographs

51. Photographs
     

                                       No Dates

