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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Rose V. Gayle consist primarily of ceremony invitations and commemorative cachets as well as correspondence from Admiral Hyman Rickover.  The collection is organized in three series.
Series I, Ship Files, includes invitations and other memorabilia commemorating the keel laying, launching, christening and commissioning of various ships.  Other commemorative material relating to such events as the anniversary of first voyage and the first day in commission are also included in this series.  Additionally, the file on USS Seahorse file includes photographs from the ship’s sea trails.  Items in this series often relate to Polaris submarines or ships connected to the Navy’s nuclear program.  This series is arranged alphabetically by the ship’s name.

The second series consists of correspondence from Admiral Hyman Rickover to Rose V. Gayle.  Rickover’s letters describe the history of ships with the same name as the submarine or ship over which he is overseeing completion.  Additionally at the end of each letter, he details the current number of subs/ships in the Navy’s nuclear program.  Some letters also contain a biography of the ship’s namesake.  The correspondence is arranged chronologically.
The final series contains two folders of miscellaneous papers.

Related Artifacts

In addition to these papers, Gayle donated numerous objects from her collection.  These items commemorate christenings, keel layings, and launchings of U.S. Navy ships and submarines.  The objects have been transferred to the command’s Curator Branch are available for research use upon request.

Subject Headings (LCSH)

Ships – United States – Launching

Invitation Cards – United States

Naval Ceremonies, Honors, and Salutes

Warships – United States

Submarines (Ships) – United States

Rickover, Hyman George

Biography

Rose V. Gayle was an employee of the U.S. Navy’s Bureau of Ships and Naval Ship Systems Command.  During her career, she maintained a keen interest in the Navy’s nuclear program and collected memorabilia related to it.  Among her collection were objects such as commemorative plaques, medals, and ashtrays, as well as invitations and special postal cachets.  Many of these relate to events such as keel layings and launchings.  From 1964 to 1973, Gayle also amassed a body of correspondence from Admiral Hyman G. Rickover, head of the Navy’s nuclear propulsion program.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Ship Files, 1964-1973
1. USS Archerfish
1971

2. USS Aspro
1967

3. USS Batfish
1971-1972

4. USS Baton Rouge
1972

5. USS Benjamin Franklin
1964-1965

6. USS Bergal
1968
7. USS Billfish
1970

8. USS Bluefish
1970

9. USS California
1970-1971

10. USS Cavalla
1972-1973

11. USS Drum
1970-1972

12. USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
1970

13. USS Finback
1970

14.
USS Flasher
1966

15. USS Francis Scott Key
1966

16. USS Gato
1968

17. USS George C. Bancroft
1965-1966

18. USS George C. Marshall
1965-1966

19. USS George Washington Carver
1965-1966

20. USS Glenard P. Lipscomb
1971

21. USS Grayling
1967-1969

22. USS Guardfish
1965-1966

23. USS Guitarro
1972

24. USS Gunard
1967

25. USS Haddo
1964

26. USS Haddock
1966-1967

27. USS Hammerhead
1967

28. USS Henry L. Stimson
1965-1966

29. USS Jack
1967

30. USS James K. Polk
1966-1967

31. USS Kamehameha
1964

32. USS Lapon
1966-1967

33. USS Lewis and Clark
1964-1965

34. USS L. Mendel Rivers
1971

Box 2

Series I: Ship Files, 1964-1973

35. USS Los Angeles
1972
36. USS L. Y. Spear
1967

37. USS Mariano G. Vallejo
1965-1966
38. USS Narwhal
1966-1967

39. USS Nathanael Greene
1964

40. USS Nautilus
1965

41. USS Nimitz
1972

42. USS Omaha
1973

43. USS Parche
1973

44. USS Pargo
1966-1968

45. USS Philadelphia
1972

46. USS Pintado
1971

47. USS Pogy
1967

48. USS Puffer
1968

49. USS Queenfish
1966-1970

50. USS Ray
1966-1967

51. USS Richard B. Russell
1971

52. USS Sam Rayburn
1964

53. USS San Lance
1969

54. USS Sea Devil
1967

55. USS Seahorse
1969

56. USS Silversides
1972

57. USS Simon Bolivar
1965

58. USS Simon Lake
1964

59. USS South Carolina
1970-1972

60. USS Spadefish
1968

61. USS Sturgeon
1966-1967

62. USS Tautog
1967

63. USS Trepang
1969-1970

64. USS Truxtun
1964-1967

65. USS Virginia
1972

66. USS Whale/USS Sunfish
1966

67. USS William H. Bates
1971-1973

68. USS Will Rogers
1966-1967

Box 3

Series II: Correspondence, 1964-1973

69. 1964

70. 1965
71. 1966

72. 1967

73. 1968

74. 1969

75. 1970

76. 1971

77. 1972

78. 1973

Series III: Miscellaneous

79. Undated

80. 1970

