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Scope and Content Notes
This collection contains materials gathered by Astor during his research. They consist chiefly of correspondence from Navy veterans who participated in the invasions of Okinawa, the Philippines, and a smaller number on Normandy, France. These letters, most responding to Astor’s questionnaire, were used in writing two of his books on World War II, Operation Iceberg: The Invasion and Conquest of Okinawa in World War II and Crisis in the Pacific: The Battles for the Philippine Islands by the Men Who Fought Them.
The collection is arranged in two series. Series I, Correspondence, contains the letters Astor received from Navy World War II veterans in response to his questionnaire. They are arranged alphabetically by the author’s last name.

Series II, Tapes, contains four audiocassettes of oral responses to Astor’s request for information.  They are arranged alphabetically by last name. Astor’s transcripts of these tapes can be found with the veteran’s correspondence in Series I.

Subject Headings (LCSH)
World War, 1939-1945—Personal Narratives, American.

World War, 1939-1945—Campaigns—Japan—Okinawa Island.

World War, 1939-1945—Campaigns—France—Normandy.

World War, 1939-1945—Naval Operations, American.

Veterans—United States—Correspondence.

Authors, American—Archives.

Biographical Note
Gerald Morton Astor was born 3 August 1926, in New Haven, Connecticut. After service in the Army during the latter years of World War II, he attended Princeton University, earning a Bachelor’s degree in 1949, and Columbia University from 1949 to 1951.

His career in journalism included work at Sports Illustrated as picture editor from 1954-1962; Look magazine; executive editor of Sport from 1980-1981; and with CBS beginning in 1982. Astor was project manager for Time magazine’s Olympic games photography during 1983-1984.

Astor is the author of numerous books on a variety of topics, including military and naval history.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Correspondence, 1993-1995

1. Almy, Kenneth J.





1993

2. Anderson, Ed “Andy”





1993-1994

3. Anderson, W. H.

4. Bennett, Harvey, S.





1993

5. Bergtholdt, Henry, S.





1994

6. Berlinger, George





1995

7. Boyd, Gordon “Pete”





1994

8. Cars, Larry






1993

9. Catardi, Russel





1995

10. Coleman, Kenneth, G.





1995

11. Dacus, Bill






1995

12. Di Stanislao, Joseph





1994

13. Foss, Eugene






1994

14. Garner, Roy “Tex”





1995

15. Gunther, Harry





1994

16. Hall, Kitt






1994

17. Hamilton, Thomas





1994

18. Hughes, Bill






1993

19. Martin, Dell






1993

20. Masucci, Gene






1995

21. McCormack, Clement, R.




1994

22. Mitchell, John






1995

23. Phillips, Philip






1995

24. Van Arsdall, Clyde, J., Jr.




1994

25. Willstatter, Richard





1993-1994

26. Zimanski, Frank, A.





1995

Box 2

Series II: Tapes, 1994, n.d.

27. Boyd, Anthony





1994

28. Garner, Roy “Tex”—Tape 1

29. Garner, Roy “Tex”—Tape 2

30. Mitchell, John, B.

