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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Vice Admiral Alfred Wilkinson. Johnson contain correspondence, reports, 1nemoranda, news clippings, articles, a book and other material collected by the Admiral during his service as Commander of the Atlantic Fleet Air Force, Assistant Chief of the Naval Bureau of Aeronautics and subsequent assignments that dealt with naval aviation.
The collection is organized in four series. Series I consists of information on the early developments in naval aviation, in which then-Captain Johnson had a very active role. Most of the documents date from the time period between the two World Wars. The folders are labeled by their subject heading and are arranged alphabetically. Their contents are mostly in chronological order. Of note in this series are correspondence and reports on the highly controversial issue of a separate air force, inter-service rivalry, aviation personnel and equipment requirements, lighter-than-air craft (airships) and naval air stations necessary to build up a powerful naval air arm.

Series II is devoted to Brigadier General William Mitchell, U.S. Army Air Service, whose outspoken criticism of the War and the Navy Department and their superior officers led to his court-martial. Johnson was actively involved in the Navy's fight against Mitchell and he strongly opposed the creation of a single Air Service. The folders are labeled by subject and ordered alphabetically. Documents inside each folder are generally in chronological order, although the folder which contains the correspondence between the Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy regarding the public statements of Brigadier General Mitchell is a notable exception since Vice Admiral Johnson specifically arranged this dossier in inverse chronological order. Of note in the Mitchell series are the Navy report on the naval bombing experiments in 1921, extracts of Congressional hearings in which Mitchell took part, the prosecutor's opening argument from Mitchell's Court-Martial, Johnson's report on the disregard of orders by Army Air Units, the joint resolution by the House of Representatives and the Senate calling for tests of aerial attacks on seacrafts, and Johnson's comments on Mitchell's critical press releases.  Although The Saturday Evening Post published three articles under the name of Brigadier General Mitchell, copies of only two of them are preserved in this collection. Johnson cut and pasted Mitchell's text on the left side of the page and put his comments on the right side. There ren1ains also a longer version of his commentary on the article "Aircraft Dominate Seacraft" (24th January 1925).
Series III is devoted to Johnson's book The Naval Bombing Experiments off the Virginia Capes June and July 1921 written for the Navy Historical Foundation and finished in 1959. Brigadier General Mitchell and he played an important role in this test of aircraft attacks on four ex-German warships and USS Iowa. The book contains 11 chapters and several official U.S. Navy photos. Chapter III is a reprint of an article published in U.S. Air Service, in October 1921. Draft versions of the different chapters are preserved except for chapter IX. The folders containing the drafts follow the same order as they appear in the book.
Series IV is devoted to the death of Vice Admiral Johnson in December 1963. There is only one folder containing a copy of an article published in the Washington Star (8th Decen1ber 1963) and a letter fron1 W. J. Morgan, Head of the Historical Section of the Naval History Division, expressing his condolences to the late Vice Admiral's daughter, :Mrs. C. Burke Elbrick.
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Biography

Alfred Wilkinson Johnson, son of Rear Admiral and Mrs. Philip C. Johnson, was born in Philadelphia, on 18 November 1879. He spent his childhood in California, Maine and in the District of Columbia, where he attended public school.
He was appointed Naval Cadet by President Cleveland and entered the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland in May 1895. As a Naval Cadet, he made six voyages across the Atlantic in a square-rigged ship.
During the Spanish-American War, he served with the senior class, as signalman on board the Army Transports of the first American Expeditionary Force to Cuba. After the landing, he served as a midshipman on board USS Massachusetts in the North Atlantic Squadron and later in USS Detroit. He returned to the Academy in September 1898 and graduated in January 1899.
During the Philippine Insurrection in 1901-1902, Johnson served on the staff of the Com1nander in Chief of the Asiatic Fleet as Signal Officer. To speed up signaling in the Fleet and to facilitate communicating with foreign warships on the Asiatic Station, he adopted the semaphore system of signaling between ships instead of the slower and older wigwag system. The Navy later adopted the semaphore system as standard for the entire Fleet.
He returned to the United States and served from 1903 to 1917 in monitors, torpedo boats and battleships. From 1907 unti11910 he was an instructor and taught at the Departn1ent of Mathematics at the Naval Academy. He served as US Naval Attache to Santiago, Chile from Apri11912-0ctober 1913. He assumed command of USS Conyngham (DD-58) when it was in the first destroyer division sent to Europe in Apri11917. For the accomplishment of his duties, especially for his attack on a German submarine, the U.S. Government awarded him the Distinguished Service Medal.
After World War I, Johnson was stationed at the New York Navy Yard. He commanded the Atlantic Fleet Air Force fron11920 to 1923 and was in charge of aircraft operations in the bon1bing experiments on ex-German warships and USS Iowa off the Virginia Capes during the months of June and July 1921. He was on duty in the Bureau of Navigation in 1922 and was Assistant Chief of the Naval Bureau of Aeronautics from 1923 to 1925. In cooperation with the U.S. Geological Survey, he launched the Aerial Photographic Survey of Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. From January 1926 to November 1937, he commanded the light cruiser USS Richn1ond (CL-9) before working for three years as Director of Naval Intelligence.
In June 1930, President Hoover appointed him President of the National Board of Elections in Nicaragua for supervising their congressional election in November 1930. The year after, he took com1nand of USS Colorado (BB-45). From 1932 to 1933 he occupied the post of Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Navigation and was promoted to Rear Admiral in 1933. He was in command of the Fleet Patrol Plane Squadrons for the next three years. Under his leadership the n1obility and self-supporting qualities of the squadrons were developed and in January 1934, they were the first squadrons that managed to f1y non-stop from the west coast of the United States to Hawaii. He was a member of the General Board from June 1935 to January 1938. In October 1938, he was appointed Con1mander of the Atlantic Squadron. That year he conducted the first comprehensive radar experiments at sea, in cooperation with the Naval Research Laboratory, and proved for the first time the usefulness of radar for fire control. He was again me1nber of the General Board from November 1939 until his retirement in December 1940. When he was placed on the Retired List, he advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral.
Recalled to active duty on January 1942, he assumed the post of U.S. Naval Delegate to the Inter-American Defense Board from March 1942 to August 1945 as well as Naval Member on the Joint Mexican-United States Defense Commission and Senior Naval Member of the Permanent Joint Board on Defense, Canada-United States. He was awarded the Legion of Merit for the accomplishment of these duties. He was definitely relieved of all active duties on 13th August 1945, after having served 49 and one half years in the Navy and fought in three wars.
In addition to the two medals cited above, Johnson was awarded nine other American medals and five foreign decorations.
He married Mrs. Hannah Cox Harris in 1903, who died in 1962. From 1927, his residence was 2137 R Street, NW, Washington D.C. Vice Admiral Johnson died of pneumonia on 5 December 1963. He left two daughters, Mrs. James E. Brown Jr. and Mrs. C. Burke Elbrick.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Naval aviation, 1918-1967

1. Airplane crashes, reports on
1923-1925
2. "Aviation in Coast Defense" by Alfred W. Johnson
1925
3. "Brief History of the Fleet Patrol Plane Squadrons" by Alfred W. Johnson, 
    comments on by Homer W. Clark
1940
4. Correspondence, general
1923-1925
5. Correspondence with Dr. Morgan on inter-service disputes
1958 
6. Discussion of a separate air force
1924-1944
7. Lighter-than-air, information prepared for the General Board
1936
8. Lighter-than-air, memoranda and correspondence on
1923-1925 
9. Material
1918-1924 
10. Memoranda and reports
1923-1924 
11. Naval air stations
1923-1925 
12. Personnel
1923-1925 
13. "Report on the Number and Types of Aircraft needed to constitute the Air 
      Arm of the Navy and Aircraft Building Program that should be adopted" 
      Prepared by Alfred W. Johnson
1937-1938 
14. Rules and regulations
1920-1921
15. "Some aspects of air power" by Charles J. Odend'Hal
1944 
16. State of naval aviation
1924-1925 
17. "The innovation of the carrier task force doctrine" by Eugene E. Wilson
1967
18. Transpacific flights, memoranda and correspondence
1923-1925
Series II: Brigadier General William Mitchell, 1919-1945

1. Congressional hearings
1919-1925 
2. Court-Martial
[1925]-1945 
3. Disregard of orders by Army Air Units
1921-1925 
4. Joint resolution by the Senate and House of Representatives directing the 
    Secretary of the Navy to turn over five sea crafts to the Army Air Service 
    For tests
1921 
5. Public statements of William Mitchell
[Post 1921]
6. Public statements of William Mitchell, correspondence on by the Secretary 
    of War and the Secretary of the Navy
1919-1925
7. Saturday Evening Post articles by William Mitchell, comments on by 
    Alfred W. Johnson
1925
Series III: The Naval Bombing Experiments off the Virginia Capes June and July 1921 by Alfred W. Johnson, 1959

1. The Naval Bombing Experiments off the Virginia Capes June and July 
    1921 by Alfred W. Johnson 
1959

2. Letter about the book sent to Commodore Dudley W. Knox, with table of 
    contents 
1959
Box 2

Series III: The Naval Bombing Experiments off the Virginia Capes June and July 1921 by Alfred W. Johnson, 1959

3. Drafts of chapter I ·

4. Drafts of chapter II

5. Draft of chapter III

6. Draft of chapter IV

7· Draft of chapter V

8. Draft of chapter VI

9. Draft of chapter VII

10. Draft of chapter VIII

11. Draft of chapter X

12. Draft of chapter XI

Series IV: Death of Alfred W. Johnson, 1963

1. Death of Alfred W. Johnson
1963
