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Scope and Content Notes
The Oscar C. Badger Personal Papers Collection consists of two accessions: 2009-1 and 2007-162.
Accession 2009-1 was received on May 23, 1961.  Mrs. O.C. Badger donated material to the Naval Historical Foundation. The Accession consisted primarily of documents related to ADM Badger’s tour as COMNAVFORWESPAC during 1948-1949.  It was subsequently transferred to the Archives in June, 1961. Originally a classified collection, the Collection was declassified in 1974.

Accession 2007-162 was donated to the Naval Historical Foundation on January 27, 1972, and transferred to the Archives in December, 2007.  This Accession consisted primarily of ADM Badger’s speeches, awards, commissions, personal correspondence and newspaper clippings.

When the first donation was accepted in 1961, a collection number was eventually assigned (COLL/339); accession numbers were not assigned at that time.   When 2007-162 was processed in 2009, the initial accession was reviewed. Though arranged in 1961 and declassified in 1974, the documents were retained in their original folders. (For a detailed description of Accession 2009-1, please see the original finding aid, dated June, 1961.  The Accession was organized into 4 series. The finding describes the Series and provides an item level listing of the documents that comprise the Accession.)

It was determined that the two accessions remain separate within the same Collection.  Retaining original order, Accession 2009-1 was re-foldered and re-boxed and assigned an Accession number.  Accession 2009-1 was processed and placed in Box 3, following Accession 2009-1. (Please see the current Box List attached to the original finding aid.)

The collection is of great importance for documenting the military and diplomatic situation in China during the period 1948-1949 in which the Civil War reached a culmination.  Series I was almost wholly composed of official papers which were apparently selected as being of greatest importance in giving an overall picture of the situation.  Series II, composed of personal correspondence of Admiral Badger, gives a good insight into the social and human conditions that existed at that time in the Far East.
Series I: Official files of Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Naval Forces Western Pacific (1948-1949).


These papers, composed primarily of offici9al correspondence and dispatches, appear to represent Admiral Badger’s reference files on to-level military and diplomatic events in China.  At this time, Admiral Badger was not only the nval commander in the Western Pacific, but was also the senior military representative in China.


Correspondence is to be found with such personages as Admiral Denfeld (Chief of Naval Operations), James Forrestal (Secretary of Defense), Chiang Kai-shek, and J. Leighton Stuart (U.S. Ambassador to China).  The records are well arranged by subject or the names of correspondents.  

Series II: Personal files of admiral Badger (1948-1970).


Personal correspondence dating largely from the period when Admiral Badger was Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Naval Forces Western Pacific.  Included here are many letters to or from personal friends in the Far East; invitations; requests from personal friends in the Far East; invitations; requests for photographs or autographs; and newspaper clippings.  Correspondence and related material concerning Admiral Badger’s membership or support of clubs or organizations.  Also includes clippings covering commissioning of USS Badger, 968-1970.

Series III: Speeches and testimony of Admiral Badger (1951-1955).


Speech made in 1951 to the National War College on the Far Eastern situation; testimony before the Senate Committees investigating the Far East and the dismissal of General MacArthur (1951); address of 1955 to the Management Conference of the Prudential Company on the principle of decentralization, and speech, “The Influence of Logistics on Strategy,” to Naval War College, 7 April 1954.

Series IV: Miscellaneous and unidentified papers (1948-1958).


This series includes such items as a letter to Senator Richard Russell in 1951 discussing Far Eastern policy; intelligence reports on China; statement of policy for the Eastern Sea Frontier (Admiral Badger’s command in 1950-1951); memorandum to the Chief of Naval Operations on the International Situation as of 1952; and a Third Amphibious Corps report (1948) on U.S. personnel taken into custody by the Chinese Communists.

Biographical Note
Admiral, U.S. Navy. Badger graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1911. He participated in the 1914 Veracruz landings, served with the destroyer force in European waters during World War I. Following the war, he served as gunnery officer on various ships and had duty with the Bureau of Ordnance. In 1941 he took command of USS North Carolina and in 1942, after promotion to Rear Admiral, was Commander Destroyers Atlantic Fleet and subsequently Assistant Chief of Naval Operations for Logistics Plans. In February 1944 he became Commander Service Squadrons South Pacific and in October Commander Battleship Division 7. Following World War II, he commanded the Eleventh Naval District and the Eastern Sea Frontier and was Commander Naval Forces Western Pacific. On April 15, 1951, he was given further additional duty as Naval Representative of the Joint Chiefs and Staff to the Security Council, United Nations, in New York City.  Later he was also assigned command of NATO Forces, in the American Defense Area and retired in 1952 while serving in this position.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1 (Accession 2009-1)
Series I: Official Files, Commander in Chief, US Naval Forces Western Pacific, 1948-1949

Guerrilla Units in Chinese Communist Occupied Areas, 11 August 1949

1.
Personal Papers, Mar 1948 - Jun 1951

2.
Material Aid to China, Mar – Jul 1949 

3.
“Let’s Face the Facts in China,” Dec 1949

4.
Redeployment & Size NAVWESPAC, Dec 1948

5.
Shanghai, Apr 1949 – Aug 1949

6.
ECA Program, Oct 1948 – Apr 1949

7.
Advisory Group, Jun 1948 – Feb 1949

8.
President of China, Jan – Aug 1949
Box 2 (Accession 2009-1)
Dispatches between COMNAVWESPAC & American Ambassador to China, May 1948 – Jul 1949

Intelligence, Jul 1948 – Jun 1949

Reports from CTG 71.7 at Woosung, May 1949

Canton, Hong Kong, South China, May – Aug 1949

Special Western China Situation, Aug 1949

Series II: Personal Files, 1948 – 1950

China Files, 1948 – 1950

Personal Files, 1948 – 1950

Personal Correspondence, Jan – Aug, 1949

Box 3 (Accession 2009-1 and 2007-162 as indicated by folder)
Personal Correspondence: Clubs & Organizations, 1890 – 1970

Personal Correspondence, 1948 – 1949

Series III: Speeches & Testimony, 1948 – 1955

Speeches, 1951 -1955
Newspaper and magazine  clippings 1951-1968 (Accession 2007-162)
U.S. Senate Proceedings, Armed Services & Ctm. On Foreign Affairs, Jun 19, 1951

U.S. Senate Proceedings, Armed Services & Ctm. On Foreign Affairs, Jun 19, 1951
Citation by British Commonwealth, 12 May 1948 (Accession 2007-162)

Military citations 1944-1947 (Accession 2007-162)

Sketches (Accession 2007-162)

Speeches (Accession 2007-162)
Series IV: Miscellaneous and Unidentified Papers, 1948 – 1950

Miscellaneous and Unidentified Papers, 1948 – 1950

Box 4 (oversized) (Accession 2007-162)

Appointment, Lieutenant, Junior Grade, 2 April 1915


Commission, Lieutenant, Junior Grade, 25 January 1916


Commission, Commander, 29 December 1931


Commission, Captain, 19 January 1939


Appointment, Commander, Service Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 13 December 1945


Appointment, Rear Admiral, 9 December 1947


Appointment, Vice Admiral, 21 May 1954


Certificate: Appointment, Honorary Commander, Military Division, British Empire, 28 November 1945


Copy: Instrument of Surrender, by the Emperor of Japan to the Allies, 2 September 1945


Map: Nationalist
