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Scope and Content Notes
These papers related to the naval service of Rear Admiral John R. Edwards, USN, who was on active duty between the years 1874 and 1915.  The documents consist of biographical data, correspondence between he and his wife, Christmas cards, photographs, and newspaper clippings.
Biography

Admiral Edwards was born in Pottsville, Pa on 9 July 1853.  He entered the Naval Academy in 1871 and graduated as a Cadet Engineer in the class of 1874.  Then he became a Chief Engineer in 1895 and later transferred to Line Duty in 1899 as a Lieutenant Commander.  He achieved the rank of Rear Admiral in 1911 and retired on July 9, 1915.

His sea service included cruises in the North Atlantic, Pacific, and Asiatic station with special duty on the Presidential yacht Despatch.  During the Spanish-American War, he was assigned to the monitor Puritan and later commanded the Naval Unit of Brown University.

From 1888 to 1891, Admiral Edwards was on special duty as Professor of Mechanical Engineering at the University of South Carolina.  After studying law at the university, he started his practice in the state of South Carolina in 1891.  In 1904 he was detailed as Engineer Officer of the Navy Yard at Portsmouth, NH.  Then he went on as Inspector of Machinery at the Cramp Shipyard Philadelphia, PA in 1908.  President Taft designated him as Chairman of the United States delegation to the International Radiotelegraph Conference in London, assembled to regulate international control of radio communication in 1912.  Later he was Commandant and Supervisor for 6th Naval District Navy Yard at Charleston, SC from October 14 through July 1915.  He was placed on the retired list on 9 July 1915.  After he retired, he had special duty at Brown University, Providence, RI from May 1918 through October 1919.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Biographical Data, 1923
1. Biographical data


a. Obituary, 1923


b. Biography from William B. Cogar’s book, Dictionary of Admiral of U.S. Navy, Vol. 2 (1901-1918)

Series II: Personal Letters, 1885-1892

2. Original personal letters, 1885-1892

3. Typescript copies of his personal letters, 1885-1892

Series III: Correspondence (Misc.), 1912-1957

4. Correspondence


a. Letter concerning the International Radio-Telegraphic Conference that Admiral Edwards attended, May 7, 1912.


b. A letter from Smithsonian Institution to Mrs. Hammond, May 22, 1957.

Series IV: Korean Costume, 1886

5. A description of the Korean Costume

Series V: Photographs, 1918

6. Photographs


a. Surrender of the German Fleet, 1918


b. Korean Costume, undated

Series VI: Printed Materials, 1918-1919 and 1988

7. Washington Post newspaper article, 1988

8. Christmas cards, 1918-1919

