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Scope and Content Notes
Rear Admiral Greer was born in Ohio on 28 February 1833.  He served during the Civil War and participated in the siege of Vicksburg.  In 1873 he commanded the purchased steamer Tigress on the Polaris Relief Expedition.  On 11 August, one month and four hours after sailing from New York, he found the wreck of the Polaris at Littleton Island, North Greenland.  He was commissioned as Commodore on 19 May 1886 and promoted to Rear Admiral on 13 April 1892.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Biographical Data, undated and 1848
1. Biography and photograph of Rear Admiral James A. Greer, USN

Series II: Correspondence, 1873

2. Official letter reports from James A. Greer as commander of steamer USS Tigress on the Polaris Relief Expedition, 1873.  Also includes a list of officers, petty officers, and men attached to Tigress, 1973.

Series III: Scrapbooks, ca. 1854-1930s

3. Scrapbook of clippings relating to RAdm. Greer’s service on frigate Independence, steamers Sumpter, Hohongo and Tuscarora, and gunboat Benton, c. 1854-1874.

4. Scrapbook of clippings, “In Search of the Polaris by the Tigress”, 1873.

5. Scrapbook of clippings, ca. 1970s-1907

6. Scrapbook of clippings, 1930s.

7. Scrapbook of clippings relating to E. A. Greer, 1930s.

Series IV: Miscellany

8. Book, “My Miss Nancy”, 1925.  Includes clippings relating to the Astor family.

9. Clippings and an invitation to the 1893 Naval Review, New York.

