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Scope and Content Notes
The Ordnance Notebook, begun in December 1909, is a single bound volume and runs to 206 pages of text. Kept by Ensign HF. Leary, the Notebook contains his extensive descriptions and technical notes on armament production for the U.S. Navy. Some of the lengthiest descriptions are on the subjects of steel making, the production of ship's guns and armor plate, formulation and testing of smokeless powder, and The Bethlehem Steel Company. The entries are handwritten in ink and there are numerous hand-drawn diagrams throughout the text. A large number of photographs and blueprints have been pasted into the book as well to illustrate the discussion. Tables, charts, and graphs created during the testing of powder and equipment or used as manufacturing guides are found throughout the text.
At some later time, the book passed into the possession of George A. Chadwick, Sr. Chadwick worked as an engineer and designer for the Navy's Bureau of Ordnance during World War I and through the inter-war years. All of the entries are made in the same hand, and the text falls between 1909 and 1910. Although there is an insert dated as late as 1939, it appears that Chadwick used the book mainly for reference and information purposes rather than making new entries.
NOTE: THE PAPER IN THE NOTEBOOK IS BRITTLE, THERE IS A LARGE NUMBER OF INSERTS, AND THE BINDING IS IN POOR CONDITION. THE BOOK MUST BE STORED FLAT TO RELIEVE STRESS ON THE BINDING AND HANDLED CAREFULLY DURING USE.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Contents

The Ordnance Notebook is divided into sections, resembling chapters, each dealing with a specific subject. The title and page numbers of each section are listed below.
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The Bethlehem Steel Company
1-34
Machine Shops of Bethlehem Steel Company
35-40
Projectiles
41-44
Physical Tests of Metals
45-51
Iron and Carbon
52-55
Heat Treatment
56-59
Quantitative Chemical Analysis of Steel
60-66
Description of the Boulange Improved Chronograph
67-75
Proof Work at Indian Head
76-91
U.S. Powder Lab, Indian Head
92-111
U.S. Navy Smokeless Powder Factory
113-179
The Manufacture of Smokeless Powder at U.S. Army

  Powder Factory, Picatinny, N.J. Near Dover

  By Major Odus C. Homey
185-199
Cordite: Its Chemistry and Manufacture
201-206
