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Scope and Content Notes
In March 1917, prior to the US entry into WWI, the Navy sought to utilize the talents of American women by organizing them into a special reserve force. War preparations were especially important along major shore stations where additional assistance was required.
Therefore, on March 19, 1917, the Navy Bureau of Navigation issued a letter to the Commandants of all districts stating, "the Bureau authorizes the enrollment of women in the Naval Coast Defense Reserve in the rating of Yeomen, electrician (radio), or in such other ratings as the Commandant may consider essential to the district organization."
The letter "F" was placed after Yeomen to designate women members. By December 1, 1918, their numbers had risen to 11,275, the greatest number attained during active service. During this period they served as typists/stenographers, telegraph operators, hostesses in U.S. Service Clubs, and production line personnel for munitions assembly.
Although this special reserve unit was disbanded after the war, former members organized themselves into a national organization to "foster and perpetuate the memory of the service of Yeomen F." Most of the members kept the organization active through the years by holding regular meetings, conventions, special events, and personal correspondence. Madeline K. Johnson served as national historian for the organization prior to her death in Dallas, Texas, on April 21, 1985.
This collection was organized into two scrapbooks and a folder of miscellaneous items. The contents of the scrapbooks were merged with remaining materials to organize the collection into a cohesive unit. In her efforts to document the history of this organization, Ms. Johnson assembled a variety of historical materials as follows: The Notebook (1929-1982), the official publication; correspondence (1933-1984); clippings from newspapers and magazines (1918-1985); minutes of regular meetings (1971-1985); photos (1918-1975); and memorabilia (1919-1979).
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series 1, Correspondence, 1933-1984.

Series 2, Minutes, 1971-1985.

Series 3, Constitution/By-Laws, 1929-1967.

Series 4, Publications (The Notebook), 1929-1949.
Box 2:

Series 4 (cont'd). Publications,(The Notebook), 1959-1982.
Box 3:

Series 5, Misc. Publications, (1928-1983).

Series 6, Clippings, (1918-1985).

Series 7, Newsletters/Releases, (1967-1979).
Box 4:

Series 8, Photos, (1918-1975).

Series 9, Misc. Papers, (1919-1975).

Series 10, Memorabilia, (1919-1979)
