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Scope and Content Notes
This collection contains materials related to LCT s and their use in the Allied landings at Balikpapan during Operation Oboe II in July 1945. There are two series. In the first are documents describing the configuration of LCT s and the Navy's official crew specifications for the craft.
Series II contains clippings, operational planning documents, and Mugalian's description of Oboe II. Also in this series are 39 photographs taken during Oboe II showing tanks loaded on board LCTs, the use of destroyers and cruisers offshore, and troops approaching and landing on the beach at Balikpapan. The photographs were numbered and described by Mugalian.

Historical Note

The third Allied operation in the drive to capture the island of Borneo, Operation Oboe II was slated to land at Balikpapan on 1 July 1945. Seventh Amphibious Force commander Rear Admiral Daniel Barbey selected Rear Admiral Albert G. Noble's Task Group 78.2 to make the run to the beach. The 7th Division, I Australian Corps, commanded by Major General E. J. Milford, was assigned to make the landing.
At 0700 on 1 July 1945, following a month of minesweeping and air strikes, seven cruisers and destroyers began a two-hour bombardment of the landing area. A signalman's error sent the first wave in ahead of schedule, and it arrived on the beach at 0855, five minutes before H-Hour. Another 16 waves followed, the last landing on the beach 1055. All17 waves made landfall without taking a single casualty. By sunset, 10,500 troops (two brigades), 700 vehicles, and 1,950 tons of supplies had been landed. A third brigade came ashore the following day.
On 5 July, supported by a preliminary bombardment, troops landed at Point Penjam, which had been abandoned by the Japanese the night before. Conditions at Balikpapan quickly stabilized, and on 7 July Admiral Noble departed for Leyte. The Australian 25th Brigade continued to move inland from Balikpapan toward Samarinda. By 22 July Japanese opposition on the island had been overcome at the cost of 229 Australian casualties.
Sources:

Robert J. Cressman, The Official Cronology of the U.S. Navy in World War II (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2000): 331.

Samuel Eliot Morison, Historyof United States Naval Operations in World War II vol. 13 (Boston: Little, Brown, and Company, 1959): 267-76.

Biographical Note

Robert H. Mugalian served in the Southwest Pacific during World War II. As an Ensign, he commanded USS LCT 3 73 during Operation Oboe II, the third Allied landing on Borneo, on 1 July 1945. LCT 373 was one of ten LCTs to take a squadron of Australian Matilda tanks to the beach in the sixth wave. Promoted to Lieutenant (jg), he continued his service with the 7th Amphibious Force until the end of the war.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Scope and Content Note

Series I: LCTs, 1944, n.d.

1. LCT Specifications
n.d.
2. Specifications for LCT Officer and Enlisted Billets
1944
Series II: Operation Oboe II, 194 5

3. Clippings
1945
4. Operation Plan
1945
5. Personal Documents
1945
6. Photographs
1 Jul 1945

1. Destroyer on patrol, covering attack force


2. Destroyer on patrol, covering attack force


3. Destroyer on patrol, covering attack force


4. Destroyer Bailey (DD-492) approaching USS LST 397 which is towing USS LST 3 73


5. Destroyer Bailey (DD-492) alongside USS LST 397 transferring passenger between them. LST has medical detachment aboard. 6. Invasion fleet passes live volcano, northern Celebes.


7. Small auxiliary vessel en route to Balikpapan.


8. East coast of Klandasan and Balikpapan area.


9. Approaching Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Shropshire bombarding target areas, 0700-0900.


10. Approaching Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Shropshire


11. Approaching Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Shropshire


12. Approaching Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Shropshire


13. Crossing bow of Australian heavy cruiser HMAS Shropshire


14. Approaching Australian light cruiser HMAS Hobart


15. Crossing starboard bow of Australian light cruiser HAMS Hobart

16. Approaching Balikpapan shoreline.


17. Japanese coastal batteries shell landing forces.


18. First wave landing at Balikpapan beach H-hour, 0900. 37 L VT heads for beach, 0736, H-84.


19. Ensign Robert H. Mugalian, USNR commanding officer USS LCT 373 (r.) and executive officer Ensign James W. Engles, USNR, at conn en route to Green Beach, Balikpapan.


20. Photo facing aft: 3 medium Matilda tanks under command of Lt. Richard H. Steele, AIF, conm1anding A Squadron, 1st Australian Armored.


21. Photo facing forward: 3 medium Matilda tanks on deck of USSLCT373.


22. USS LCT 373 approaching line of departure, 0908 H+8.


23. USS LCT 373 approaching Green Beach in the 6th wave, arrives 0923, H+23. 1 July 1945


24. LCT approaching Balikpapan beach.


25. Beach scene with 9th wave DUKWs arriving 0938, H+38.


26. Beach scene with DUKW s ashore and underwater landing craft obstacles, view to south.


27. South view of Klandasan peninsula and landing craft obstacles.


28. USS LCT 1298 arrives in 15th wave at beach, 1020, H+80.


29. USS LCT 992 from 15th wave proceeding to DUKW assembly area, 0855, H-5.


30. Japanese anti-aircraft gun.


31. Japanese coast artillery gun destroyed in bunker.


32. Australian medium Matilda tanks destroyed at Manggar Airfield on north coast of Balikpapan after capture of airfield by 4 July.


33. LCTs beached at Balikpapan performing lighterage operations.


34. USS LCT 373 at dock with cargo of oil well equipment.


35. View from USS LCT 373 southward, dockside operations at Balikpapan.


36. Japanese destroyer Amagiri sunk in Balikpapan Bay by mine, 23 April1944.


37. Japanese aviators shrine, Balikpapan.


38. Japanese envoys arrive at Balikpapan to discuss peace terms.


39. Japanese admiral arrives at Balikpapan to sign surrender peace terms.
