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Scope and Content Notes
The papers of Captain Louise K. Wilde, USN, Assistant Chief of Personnel for Women from 1 June 1953 to 9 August 1957, were given to the Naval Historical Center after Captain Wilde’s death in November 1979.
The papers are arranged in two series: Series I, a Subject File, and Series II, WAVE History Manuscripts. The Subject File contains correspondence, articles, newspaper clippings, and official memoranda concerning Captain Wilde’s career and many of the topics that interested her. Some of these were training, the future of the WAVES, and sea duty for women. The memoranda for the Assistants (W) discuss many items of naval policy concerning women. Almost all of these printed memoranda were badly damaged by mold, and have been replaced by photocopies. This series also includes Captain Wilde’s considerable correspondence with Mount Holyoke College, her alma mater.

Series II consists of drafts of histories of the WAVES written by various women naval officers, including Captain Wilde. Included is a first draft narrative written for the Nava1 Historical Division by the Bureau of Naval Personnel.

Other collections in which information on Captain Wilde or on women in the Navy may be found are the Records of the Assistant Chief of Personnel for Women, the Command Files, the Navy Nurse Corps Records, and the U.S. Naval Institute oral history of the WAVES, all located at the Archives Branch of the Naval History and Heritage Command. In addition, the Administrative History of the WAVES is available at the Navy Department Library, and the Bureau of Personnel Records are located at the National Archives. 

Biography
Born in Concord, New Hampshire, on July 18, 1910, Captain Wilde attended public schools in that city and received her Bachelor of Arts degree from Mount Holyoke College in 1931. In 1941 she received her Master of Arts degree from Columbia University. She worked for several years as a newspaper woman and was Director of Publicity at Mount Holyoke College at the time of that college's l00th anniversary in 1937. Prior to entering the Navy, she served for two years as Assistant to the President and also as Freshman Dean at Rockford College in Illinois.

Captain Louise K. Wilde, USN, Retired, the Navy's fourth Director of the WAVES, was sworn into the Naval Reserve in August 1942, shortly after the passage of legislation authorizing WAVES to serve in the Naval Reserve during World War II. In the rank of Lieutenant (junior grade), she reported as Public Relations Officer at the U. S. Naval Reserve Midshipmen's School (W) in Northampton, Massachusetts, where she remained until January 1943. She then became Assistant to the Director of the Women's Reserve and served in the Washington office of the wartime Director, Captain Mildred McAfee Horton, USNR, as Coordinator of Public Relations for the Women's Reserve. In this billet, Captain Wilde worked first as a Lieutenant and later as a Lieutenant Commander, with the various public information media and with advertising and publicity agencies, during the period when the WAVE strength was built to a total of approximately 86,000.
In August 1945 she was transferred to Hawaii as District Director for the 4,000 WAVES on duty in the Fourteenth Naval District. In December of 1945 she received a spot promotion to Commander and continued on duty at Pearl Harbor during the demobilization period following World War II. In June 1946 she was ordered to Washington to serve as Assistant to Captain Jean T. Palmer, USN, second WAVE Director.
Captain Wilde assumed the duties of Assistant Director for Plans, Women's Division, when Captain Joy B. Hancock, USN, succeeded Captain Palmer. She subsequently worked for both on the legislation authorizing WAVES in the Regular Navy and Naval Reserve on a permanent basis and on all the plans for the implementation of these programs. Following the passage of this legislation, Captain Wilde continued as her Administrative Assistant and as Deputy Director of the WAVES. She completed her Washington tour in May 1952, having transferred to the Regular Navy in November 1948, then reported as Assistant Director of the Shipping Control Division on the Staff of Commander Western Sea Frontier with headquarters in San Francisco.

She assumed duty as Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Naval Personnel for women and Director of the WAVES in the rank of Captain on June 1, 1953, relieving Captain Hancock. The rank of Captain is held by one woman detailed as Assistant Chief.
In August 1947 she was detached from the Bureau of Naval Personnel to report in her permanent rank of commander as Special Assistant to the Superintendent of the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California. She was District Public Information Officer in the Twelfth Naval District, San Francisco, California, from July 1958 until May 1962, after which she served as Assistant Director of the Directorate for Compensation Affairs, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Washington, D.C. She remained there until relieved of active duty pending her retirement, effective August 11 1965. Upon retirement, she was advanced to Captain, the highest rank she held while on active duty.  She died in November 1979.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Subject files
Anniversary of the WAVES, l977

Assignment to Directorship of the WAVES (1953).


Contains orders, press releases, newspaper clippings.

Assistants (W) Memoranda (copies) (1953-1958). 2 folders

Awards (1947-1959)
Biographies. Includes biographies of other WAVE directors
Conference of District and Command Assistants (W) (1956)
Correspondence of Condolences (1953). Concerns the death of Captain Wilde's father.

Correspondence of Congratulations (1953). Concerns her appointment to Assistant Chief of 

Personnel for Women.

Correspondence, Miscellaneous Personnel (1953-1957)

Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) (1962).

Detachment from Directorship (1957). Includes items about Captain Winifred Quick Collins, 

Captain Wi1de's successor.

Donoher, Father Tom (1977-1979)

European Visit (1957)

“The Future of the Unrestricted- Restricted Line Officer.” by LCDR Beth Frances Coye, paper
submitted to the U.S. Naval War College, 1971.
Box 2

Information Program for the WAVES (1943)

Invitations & Programs (chiefly 1953)

Miscellaneous (1943-1962) (includes biographical information commissions, citations, 


and related items)

Miscellaneous Newspaper Clippings and Articles (ca. 1953-1957)

Mount Holyoke Correspondence:


1951-1954


1955 (2 folders)


1956


1957

Box 3


1958


1959

National WAVES Reunion, 1957

“Navy Service, A Short History of· the United States Naval Training School (WR) Bronx, NY” 

by LCDR Louise K. Wilde. (ca. 1944)
Orders and Leave Papers 


(1942-1962) 2 folders

Retirement (1965). Includes orders and photographs.
Box 4

Sea Duty (1970s). Contains. articles and newspaper clippings concerning non-traditional duty for 

women in all services, and acceptance in the service academies. (2 folders)
“Selection and Screening for Women in the Military Services” (1955). This is a guide for the 

selection and orientation of Naval Women.

Speech Material (1950s and some n.d.). Includes speeches, congressional testimony, and a radio 


transcript, all given by various military officers, including Captain Wilde.

Training and Career Planning. (ca. 1943-1953)

U.S. Coast Guard Magazine, 1944. Publicity version, concerning the SPARS.
WAVES Newsletter (1943-1946) (2 folders)
“The Woman Line Officer in the U.S. Navy, an Exploratory Study" by LCDR Beth F. Coye.

Unpublished paper presented to the 1971 Inter-University Seminar on the Armed Forces

and Society at the· University of Chicago.
Oversize Shelf File: Publicity concerning the movie “Here come the Waves" (1944)
Box 5

SERIES II: WAVE History Manuscripts

Alsmeyer, Marie Bennet. “The Making of a WAVE.” Manuscript, Oct 1976. (with attached 

correspondence
Brou, Lt. Claire E.”WAVES Twenty-Five Years in Retrospect,” 1942-1967. Manuscript written 

for the Naval Historical Foundation, n. d.

Drafts of WAVE Histories, including one written by Captain Wilde. (2.folders)

U. S. Bureau of Naval Personnel. “U.S. Naval Training School, (WR), The· Bronx, N.Y.” First Draft Narrative, Naval Historical Division
Box 6

U.S. Bureau of Naval Personnel. “The History of the Naval Reserve Midshipman’s School, 


(WR), Northampton.”
Van Voris, Jacqueline. “Quiet Victory: the WAVES in World War II.”  Manuscript, ca. 1969. 
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