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Scope and Content Notes
LCDR Rudolph Nikkonen served for 27 years on active duty, principally in duties associated with gunnery and ordinance. He was in the Philippines at the outbreak of World War II and saw action with the 4th Battalion of the 4th Marines in the defense of Corregidor Island. With the fall of Corregidor on 06 May 1942, LCDR Nikkonen became a prisoner of war and spent the duration of the conflict in various P.O.W. camps in the Philippines and Japan. LCDR Nikkonen was liberated on 04 September 1945 and resumed his Naval career until finally retiring in 1955.
This collection was donated by CDR Arthur J. Johns, JAGC, USN (Ret.) in execution of the estate of Mrs. Dorothy Nikkonen, wife of LCDR Nikkonen.
The collection includes an autobiographical account of LCDR Nikkonen•s experiences preceding and during WW II as well as a separate prepared testimony (written in August 1946) recollecting his years as a P. 0. W. Additionally, there are photographs and newspaper articles pertaining to his P.O.W. years.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: BIOGRAPHY

1. Personal biography covering 24 December 1910 up to approximately June 1953.

SERIES II: P.O.W. TESTIMONY

1. Personal testimony of P.O.W. experiences written in August 1946.

SERIES III: WELCOME FROM PRESIDENT TRUMAN

1. Personal welcome from President Truman on the return of LCDR Nikkonen to the U.S. Dated 14 December 1945.

SERIES IV: RECORD OF TRANSFERS/REPORT OF SEPARATION

1. Personal record of assignments from June 1939 until September 1955 as well as a report of LCDR Nikkonen' s separation (retirement) in 1955.

SERIES V: PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Photos of LCDR Nikkonen as a P.O.W., an official photo after WW-II, and a group photo of the U.S.S. Arkansas's 1930 “All Navy" champion raceboat crew.
SERIES VI: PRINTED MATERIAL

1. Newspaper article (paper name and date unknown) pertaining to P.O.W.s.
