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Scope and Content Notes
This is the collection of personal and official papers relating to John M. Maury's naval service as Assistant United States Naval Attache in Murmansk, USSR. The majority of the collection spans Lieutenant Colonel Maury's active assignment in Murmansk from his arrival in 1944 to his departure in 1945. Materials include orders, endorsements, duty assignments, citations, a passport, journal entries, personal and official correspondence, intelligence reports, correspondence of and dispatches from Rear Admiral S.B. Frankel, newspaper clippings, memorabilia, and photographs. Also included are source materials and an incomplete outline for a project under contract for the Naval War College. The journal, personal and unofficial military correspondence, and the official intelligence reports are valuable because they provide a personal, as well as an official, account of U.S.-Soviet relations in northern Russia during the later stages of World War II.
The Papers of John M. Maury, Jr., transferred to the Operational Archives in 1983, span the years 1943 to 1983. The bulk of the material dates from December 1943 to November 1945 and provides coverage of his service as the Assistant U.S. Naval Attache in Murmansk, USSR.
LCOL Maury's journal provides an interpretive view of the Soviet Union during World War II. As a personal sketch of official and civilian wartime Russia, the journal includes descriptive entries on the Russian economy, bureaucracy and industry, and U.S.-Soviet relations. Maury's journal covers the period from 1 May 1944 to 3 September 1945, but has a gap from 7 July 1944 to 1 September 1944.
Maury's correspondence dates from 1943 to 1983. The letters to his wife are personal observations of the events and people of the Soviet Union from May to September 1945. The letters compliment his journal by providing additional insights into the wartime Russian character. LCOL Maury s official correspondence covers the period during and immediately after his departure from the Soviet Union, and includes information related to legal cases involving American sailors, official travel reports, and thank you notes. Some of the official correspondence is in Russian and not translated. There is little correspondence after 1946.
The intelligence reports from Murmansk, 1945-1946, give general information on various aspects of Soviet naval operations and bases, descriptions of the local environment, and political and social attitudes in Northern Russia.
The correspondence and dispatches of RADM Samuel B. Frankel, 1941 -1944, provide factual information concerning naval matters in Northern Russia prior to LCOL Maury's arrival. RADM Frankel also served as Assistant Naval Attache and Naval Attache for Air in Murmansk and Archangel from 12 October 1941 to 25 November 1944 and was the predecessor to LCOL Maury. His files include memoranda, official letters, and dispatches describing the specifics of the Northern Fleet's naval operations. Access to this material requires the written permission of RADM Frankel.
Other materials in the collection include a passport, souvenirs, orders, a citation, duty assignments, reports, writing project files, newspaper clippings, and photographs of Murmansk, its population and the surrounding farms and villages. About a third of the photographs are annotated as to location and date.
The collection consists of eight series:

Series I: Biographical data

Series II: Journal and writings

Series III: Personal and Official Correspondence, 1942-83

Series IV: Intelligence Reports (originals and copies), 1943-46

Series V: Rear Admiral Samuel B. Frankel Files, 1941-1944.  *Access requires written permission.
Series VI: Writing Project Files

Series VII: Newspaper Clippings

Series VIII: Photographs
BIOGRAPHY

Major John M, Maury, USMCR, was originally ordered to Moscow on 10 December 1943 as Assistant U.S. Naval Attache. His orders subsequently changed his duty assignment to Murmansk. He arrived in Murmansk on 29 February 1944 and shortly afterwards was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. As Assistant Naval Attache and Assistant Naval Attache for Air, LCOL Maury performed the duties of military liaison, intelligence gatherer, and legal counsel as well as War Shipping Administration Representative. He also kept a personal journal of his experiences with and interpretations of the Soviet system and people. In 1945 LCOL Maury received a citation for his "excellent performance” in Murmansk, and on 18 November 1945 he was detached from service. He returned to the United States and worked in the Naval Intelligence Eastern Euro-Asian Section of the Department of the Navy. On 4 August 1947 he received a permanent commission as a Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve for his duties performed during his tour of duty in the Soviet Union, He died on 2 July 1983.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I --BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

1. ORDERS, ENDORSEMENTS, DUTY ASSIGNMENTS, AND CITATIONS, 1943-1947

2. PASSPORT, 3 DECEMBER 1943

3. SOUVENIRS AND MEMORABILIA FROM SOVIET UNION

SERIES II --JOURNAL AND WRITINGS

4. ACCOUNT OF TRIP TO MOSCOW, ca. 28 JANUARY 1944 TO 20 FEBRUARY 1944 (2 pp.).
5. JOURNAL, 1 MAY 1944 TO 3 SEPTEMBER 1945 

Subjects Discussed:


1 MAY 1944



-Official Russia's attitude towards foreigners



-Russian procrastination and lack of initiative



-Shortage of personnel



-Hierarchy and privilege in the party system



-Effects of the war on the people


20 MAY 1944



-Lack of Russian workers' mechanical expertise



-Improvisational skills of Russians


6 JUNE 1944



-Comments on war effort



-Comments on Russian simplicity in industry



-Russian reaction to second-front in France


7 JUNE 1944



-Letter from ADM Dubrovin about a U. S. sailor and LCOL Maury ' s reply



-Talk with 'Soviet partisan



-Soviet view of American Independence Day celebration



-U.S. reaction to Soviet Russia and communism


20 JUNE 1944



-Efforts to help U.S. sailor accused of fraternization with a Soviet woman



-Comments on Soviet liaison officers



-NKGB


23 JUNE 1944



-Description of Russian industry



-Description of Murmansk



-Description of Soviet economy


27 JUNE 1944



-Trip to Polyarnoe


29 JUNE 1944



-Trip to farms outside Murmansk (Photos taken)


2 July 1944



-Dinner with ADM Dubrovin


4 JULY 1944



-Description of Soviet bomber practice


6 JULY 1944


-Tour of Russian packing plant


7 JULY 1944



-Lunch with young partisan boy


1 SEPTEMBER 1944



-Bribery in the Soviet Union



-Accounts of Soviet prison by British crewmen



-Talk with a party member



-Comments on Soviet spying



-Comments on filthy living conditions on British ships


3 SEPTEMBER 1944


-Comments on Soviet consumer goods


30 SEPTEMBER 1944



-Comments on soviet dockyard



-Comments on Soviet destroyers



-America's disadvantage in foreign policy


16 OCTOBER 1944



-Description of local population



-Fighting in Poland and North Russia


20 OCTOBER 1944



-Soviet distrust of foreigners


11 NOVEMBER 1944



-American visitors from Moscow



-Celebration of the Russian Revolution



-Examples of Soviet distrust



-Comments on Rumania and the Slavic peoples


13 NOVEMBER 1944



-Initiative and leadership in Soviet bureaucracy



-Contrasts in Soviet and American political experience


16 NOVEMBER 1944



-Personal


19 NOVEMBER 1944



-Crime in the Soviet Union


28 NOVEMBER 1944



-Examples of Soviet propaganda



-Scapegoating in the Soviet Union



-Comments on Soviet Union “as Great Democratic power"



-Russian political thinking


3 DECEMBER 1944



-Gift giving and foreigners


10 DECEMBER 1944



-Narrative of conversation with local official on the relocation of the woman seeing an American soldier


15 DECEMBER 1944



-War on Japan


20 DECEMBER 1944



-Personal


26 DECEMBER 1944



-Soviet view of the British in Greece and Italy



-Do the Soviets believe their doctrine?


28 DECEMBER 1944



-Debate with party man over Soviet class system


14 JANUARY 1945



-Local head of foreign trade- as an example of the Soviet system that promotes individuals because of their party connections and not their ability


25 FEBRUARY 1945



-Treatment of foreigners by the Soviets



-Red Army Day


1 APRIL 1945



-Trip to Moscow


20 APRIL 1945



-Russian reaction to Roosevelt’s death


25 APRIL 1945



-Soviet punishment of stowaways


6 MAY 1945



-Fall of Berlin (May Day)



-Discipline of Russian worker


29 AUGUST 1945



-Privileges of Stalin


3 SEPTEMBER 1945



-Soviet fishing industry



-Soviet propaganda against United States

SERIES III -- PERSONAL AND OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1942-83

6. LETTERS TO WIFE, MAY - SEPTEMBER 1945


(#54) 21 MAY 1945


-Comments on the Russian character, Stalin, and the regimentation in the Soviet system


(#55) 5 JUNE 1945



-Personal


(#57) 24 JUNE 1945



-Legal troubles with the Soviets


(#58) 7 JULY 1945



-Personal


(#63) 8 AUGUST 1945



-Description of daily routine


(#64) 13 AUGUST 1945



-Comments on Russian looting of Eastern Europe and Soviet dealings with German prisoners and the Ukraine


(#67) 5 SEPTEMBER 1945


-Contrasts between the Russia that foreigners see and the "real” Russia



-Roosevelt’s death
7. OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE, 1942-83

-1942-1944


-January-May 1945


-June-December 1945


-1946-1983
SERIES IV -- INTELLIGENCE REPORTS (ORIGINALS AND COPIES), 1943-46

8. INTELLIGENCE REPORTS, 1943 to 1944

-List of Soviet Seagoing Surface Vessels, 5 April 1943


-Railways from Moscow to Murmansk, 17 May 1943


-Daily Activity of Russian Fleet Destroyers, 31 May 1943


-British Naval Operations in the Kola Inlet, 18 June 1943


-USSR, Navy Bases, Kola Inlet, 28 June 1943


-USSR, Navy Bases, Rosta, 3 August 1943


-USSR, Ports and Bases, Kola Inlet as of June 1944


-USSR, Cities and Towns, Murmansk, 24 August 1944

9. INTELLIGENCE REPORTS, 1945


-Northern Fleet, Function of Liaison Officers, 20 June


-Northern Fleet, Units, 15 July


-Soviet Treatment of French POWS, 23 July


-Attitude toward Political Repatriated POWS, 11 August


-Impressions of Former U.S. Citizen Living in Russia, 17 August


-Living Costs in Murmansk from 1944-45, 21 August


-USSR, Navy Bases, Polyarnoe, 31 August


-Fishing Industry on Kola Peninsula, 12 September


-Use of German POWS as Labor Force, 12 September


-Offer of CPO to Furnish Assistant U.S. Naval Attache with Information on Soviet Navy, 19 September


-Location and Description of Airports at Murmansk, 4 October

10. INTELLIGENCE REPORTS, 1946


-USSR, Cities and Towns, Murmansk Area, 23 October


-Political Attitudes of Russian People, 21 June

SERIES V --REAR ADMIRAL SAMUEL B. FRANKEL FILES, 1941-1944 * Access Requires Written Permission *

11. COPIES OF DISPATCHES FROM OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT NAVAL ATTACHE, ARCHANGEL AND MURMANSK, OCTOBER 1941 TO 29 JULY 1943

12. MEMORANDA, CORRESPONDENCE, AND LETTERS, 30 DECEMBER 1941 TO 28 OCTOBER 1944.
SERIES VI --WRITING PROJECT FILES

13. CONTRACT: UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSION TO NORTH RUSSIA WRITING PROJECT, 1982

14. OUTLINE: UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSION TO NORTH RUSSIA, NOVEMBER 1941 TO NOVEMBER 1945. (1983)

15. REPORTS DESCRIBING ASPECTS OF RUSSIAN CHARACTER (UNDATED)

16 . PERSONAL NOTES ON MURMANSK8 FOR WRITING PROJECT

17. SOURCE MATERIAL, FOR WRITING PROJECT

SERIES VII --NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

18. JOINT PRESS READING SERVICE TRANSLATION OF TWO ARTICLES, JANUARY, 1945


-A Conference on propaganda and Agitation in Latvia (Full Summary)


-A Citizen of the Soviet Union (Short Summary)

19. MOSCOW NEWS,

- 7 JUNE 7, 1944

-14 JUNE 14, 1944 - 5 JULY 5, 1944
20. NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, 2 FEBRUARY 1976, PAGE 8
BOX 2

SERIES VIII --PHOTOGRAPHS

1. PHOTOGRAPHS OF MURMANSK, PORT8 AND SURROUNDING AREAS

2. PHOTOGRAPHS OF MURMANSK, WORKERS, AND SURROUNDING FARMS

3. PHOTOGRAPHS OF MURMANSK PERSONAL

4. PHOTOGRAPHS OF RUSSIA, GENERAL

5. SOVIET WAR PROPAGANDA PHOTOGRAPHS, 1941 TO 1944
