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Scope and Content Notes
Electus Litchfield spent some 18 years on his work to reverse Lieutenant Cox's conviction and restore his rank. He corresponded with a number of Navy and government officials, including President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The correspondence is arranged chronologically.
Litchfield prepared a series of 11 exhibits, 11 identified by alphabet letters, that he sent to Roosevelt. These contain photocopies of historic documents, many of them dating from 1814. Both the photocopies and a set of typewritten transcripts are included. The exhibits are arranged alphabetically by the letter that Litchfield assigned to them.
In 1952, Congress passed a private bill authorizing the restoration of Lieutenant Cox's rank. The Congressional Documents folder holds copies of the Congressional report and the Joint Resolution regarding Cox, as well as a 1942 Report and Joint Resolution restoring William L. Mitchell to the rank of Brigadier General.
Completing the collection are a number of photographs and photographic reproductions, including images of Chesapeake and Shannon, Cox's grave and new commission, and Captain James Lawrence. 

Three items from this collection have been transferred to the Curator Branch:


A small wooden relic from Chesapeake, approximately 4" x 5" and inscribed on the verso "A Relic of the American Ship CHESAPEAKE captured by the English Ship the SHANNON. June:1:1813" and initialed W.M.M. d.d. G. Lewing.

Two replica metal buttons, one the U.S. Navy button and the second the heavy artillery button, both in use during the War of 1812. The replicas were made by the Scovill Manufacturing Company, the same company that made the originals, and were struck from the original dies.

Biographical and Historical Note

Electus D. Litchfield was born in New York City on 25 April1872. A life-long resident of the city, Litchfield attended the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute, graduating in 1899, and the M.E. Stevens Institute, where he earned a degree in Mechanical Engineering in 1892.
Well known in the field of architecture, Litchfield began his career at the firm of Carrere and Hastings, where he worked until1908. Over the following 42 years he worked at a number of firms as well as founding his own, Litchfield and Rogers, but spent most of his career in private practice. A versatile designer, Litchfield was responsible for numerous public buildings, monuments, and private residences. Throughout his career he advocated historic preservation and urged the construction of parks and playgrounds. In addition to his design work, Litchfield served on several of New York's city planning commissions.
The materials in this collection relate to Litchfield's nearly 20 year campaign to overturn the conviction of his great-grandfather, William S. Cox. Cox, a 21 year-old Acting Third Lieutenant, was serving on USS Chesapeake during the War of 1812. On 1 June 1813, Chesapeake, under Captain James Lawrence, engaged the British frigate HMS Shannon. With an inexperienced and under-trained crew, Chesapeake was little match for Shannon. In a 15-minute battle, Chesapeake's rigging was cut away and many of the crew injured or killed. Lawrence, mortally wounded, was taken below. Not realizing that all of the senior officers had become casualties and that command of the ship had fallen to him, Cox helped carry the dying Lawrence below. By the time he returned to the deck, British sailors had boarded Chesapeake and overwhelmed her crew. After repairs in Halifax, Chesapeake was taken into the Royal Navy. Cox, found guilty by a court-martial on charges of neglect of duty and unofficer-like conduct, was cashiered from the Navy.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Biographical Information 1951-1952

1. Newspaper and magazine clippings on Electus Litchfield.

Series II: Correspondence 1904-1953

2. Incoming and outgoing mail. Correspondents include family members, journalists, Navy and government officials, and President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The correspondence is arranged chronologically.

Series III: Exhibits 1940

3. The Exhibits contain photocopies of historic documents made by Litchfield to support his effort. Each Exhibit is identified by an alphabet letter assigned by Litchfield. In some cases, noted below, the materials are not present in the collection, leaving only Litchfield's description of the Exhibit.


a. Photograph of contemporary miniature of Lieutenant William S. Cox. The photograph is not present in the collection.


b. Copy of letter from Commodore Stephen Decatur, 17 August 1814.


c. Copy of letter from Commodore Stephen Decatur, 23 July 1814.


d. Copy of letter from Lieutenant Alexander Craxton, 1 August 1814.


e. Copy of letter from Lieutenant William Carter, Jr., 25 July 1814.


f. Copy of letter from Lieutenant John T. Scubrick, 28 July 1814.


g. Copy of letter from W. F. Brainerd, 30 June 1814.


h. Copy of Lieutenant William S. Cox's service record. This copy is not present in the collection.


i. Certificate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Public Instruction, State Library and Museum, on the active service of Cox as a Private in the 1st Regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteers. This Certificate is not present in the collection.


j. Copy of the memorial to President Madison urging restoration of Lieutenant Cox to the rolls of the U.S. Navy, December 1814.


k. Copies of correspondence with President Theodore Roosevelt relating to a statement made in his Naval History of the War of 1812. Four letters: 2, 11, 18, 19 June 1913.


1. Statement regarding the sentence of the court-martial of Lieutenant William S. Cox by the late Rear Admiral Albert Gleaves as contained in his biography of Captain James Lawrence (pp. 251-252).


m. Statement by historian James Barnes. The statement is not present in the collection.


n. Statement by Charles Ingersoll, Pennsylvania Congressman, regarding sentence by court martial of Lieutenant William Cox.


o. Statement by Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan regarding the court-martial sentence.


p. Copy of letter from F. C. Stevens, Minnesota Congressman. This letter is not present in the collection.


q. Statement by Professor William O. Stevens, U. S. Naval Academy.

4. Typewritten transcripts of the Exhibits listed above.

Series IV: Congressional Documents 1942-1952

5. Documents


a. Report to accompany Senate Joint Resolution 109


b. Senate Joint Resolution 109, Authorizing the President to issue a posthumous commission as Major General to William Mitchell


c. Report to accompany House Joint Resolution 222


d. House Joint Resolution 222, Authorizing the President to issue a posthumous commission as Third Lieutenant to William S. Cox


e. Private Law 822

Series V: News Clippings 1939-1952

6. Newspaper and magazine clippings related to the restoration of Cox's rank.

Series VI: Photographs

7. Images


a. Copy of printed images depicting the battle between Chesapeake and Shannon


b. Copy of printed images depicting the battle between Chesapeake and Shannon


c. Three photographs of the grave of William Cox


d. Photograph showing a group of women at William Cox's grave


e. Four photographic copies of Cox's commission, signed by President Harry Truman


f. Small photograph of a profile portrait of Captain James Lawrence


g. One positive and one negative photographic print of a portrait of Captain James Lawrence


h. Printed etching of Captain James Lawrence
