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Scope and Content Notes
The bulk of the collection dates from World War II period and covers historical materials relating to Chaplain Larsen's service in the Pacific with the 4th Marine Regiment and Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. There are a few items relating to his tenure at the Bainbridge Naval Training Center and his post-World War II naval service.
The first series of the collection is comprised of correspondence, 1944-1945. Excerpts from Chaplain Larsen's letters to Inga and Billy Larsen provide a personal dimension that is lacking from the official records relating to the invasion of Okinawa. According to his wife, the months that he served with the Marines were a most important part of his life. Mrs. Larsen found the following quote in some of her husband's notes:
"In 1944 and 45 the ministry to Marines was a satisfying experience. Partly because it was possible to overcome fears in combat situations and minister to those who were wounded in body and spirit and partly because it was possible to organize men to participate in relieving the pains of human beings, this was a rewarding experience. The willingness of young marines to accompany me in picking up wounded men was an experience I won't forget."
Chaplain Larsen's correspondence with families of Marines and his condolence letters to next of kin are heartwarming. The thank you letters from family members who had lost a son, brother, or husband provide an insight into how mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, and wives coped with their grief.
The second series is an account of the invasion and battle of Okinawa. The account covers the period from 28 February through 12 August 1945. His chronological narrative describes his wartime ministry and his close working relationship with Chaplain William O'Neill, Chaplain Bernard "Bunny" Boyd, his assistant, Bob Myers, and Harry Danner, a Red Cross Representative.
Photographs, many of which are annotated, comprise the third series of the collection. They are especially valuable because they provide a pictorial history of Chaplain Larsen's ministry on Guam and Okinawa.

The final series consists of miscellaneous letters, printed material, and clippings.
Note: Additional information on Chaplain William Larsen is held in the archives at Dana College, Blair, Nebraska 68005.

Biographical Data

The Papers of Chaplain William Larsen were donated to the Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center, by his widow, Mrs. Inga Larsen, in June 1992. 

According to Mrs. Larsen, William Larsen began his military service with a two month indoctrination course at William and Mary College, Williamsburg, Virginia, in the spring of 1943. He had served as Pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church from 1936-1943.
He served his first tour of duty at the Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland. He served from the summer of 1943 until September 1944 as assistant to Chaplain Dumstry. During this period he trained chaplains stationed at Bainbridge for future assignments.
Chaplain Larsen requested an overseas assignment and was sent to serve with the 4th Marine Regiment, 6th Division. He served in the Pacific theater with the 4th Marine Regiment and Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, during the Marine training and staging operations which culminated in the invasion of Okinawa.
After World War II Chaplain Larsen served in the Navy's Ready Reserve for 24 years until his retirement in 1969. His rank at retirement was Captain in the Navy Chaplain Corps.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES 1: Correspondence, 1944-1945

1. Letters to Family

In 1974 Inga Larsen selected excerpts from letters written to family members by her husband, Chaplain William Larsen, during his naval service as chaplain with the 4th Marine Regiment, 6th Division, during the Okinawa invasion.

* William Larsen to wife Inga, 22 December 1944

23 December 1944

24 December 1944

25 December 1944

* William Larsen to son Billy, 28 December 1944

* William Larsen to wife Inga, 29 December 1944

4 January 1945

7 January 1945

9 January 1945

12 January 1945

14 January 1945

13 January 1945

25 February 1945

14 April 1945

April1945

April1945

April1945

24 April 1945

3 May 1945

May 1945

May 1945

4 May 1945

May 1945

6 May 1945

10 May 1945

12 May 1945

May 1945

May 1945

May 1945

2 May 1945

30 April 1945

2 May 1945

June 1945

10 June 1945

2 June 1945

2 June 1945

26 June 1945

June 1945

30 June 1945

12 July 1945

20 July 1945

31 July 1945

9 August 1945

14 August 1945

13 September 1945

18 September 1945

13 October 1945
2. Correspondence with Families of Marines

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Wallace Cannon, Headquarters Company, H & S Battalion, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, 28 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Mr. J. J. Morris, 28 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Dr. N.C. Carlson, 28 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Rev. Stanley Larsen, 29 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. George Delong, 29 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. W. H. Buffington, 29 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to the Special Services Officer, 10 September 1945

* Howard E. Truex to Chaplain W. Larsen, San Antonio, Texas, 18 September 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Chaplain Bernard "Bunny" Boyd, 18 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Harvey H. Himmeger, 24 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Almeta Thomas, 24 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Howard E. Truex, 25 September 1945

*Lieutenant A. C. Drake to Chaplain W. Larsen, Washington, DC, 26 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Edward Larkins, 29 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Chaplain Bernard "Bunny Boyd, 29 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. William E. Wall Jr., 4 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Zelie Miller, 5 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mr. L. Williams, 6 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Maywood Theological Seminary, 8 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mr. E. 0. Chambers, 13 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Addie Chambers, 13 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Commandant of the Marine Corps, 15 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Chaplain Ray Carlton Jones, 15 October 1945

*Chaplain Ray C. Jones to Chaplain W. Larsen, 2 October 1945

*Mrs. Jane Upton to Chaplain W. Larsen, North Providence, RI, 8 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Jane Upton, 16 October 1945

*Miss M. MacManus to Chaplain W. Larsen, Greensboro, NC, 16 October 1945
3.Correspondence with Families of Killed Marines

*Mr. Howard J. Morris to Chaplain W. Larsen, Wilmington, DE, 31 July 1945

*Mrs. H. R. Miller to Chaplain W. Larsen, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 6 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. H. R. Miller, 18 October 1945

*Mrs. Mildin Tousignant to Chaplain W. Larsen, Iron Mountain, MI, 8 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Mildin Tousignant, 24 September 1945

*Mrs. Henry Dunham to Chaplain W. Larsen, Pleasant Ridge, Ml, 8 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Henry Dunham, 17 September 1945

*Mrs. Lucy H. Disenroth to Chaplain W. Larsen, Leslie, Ml, 8 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Lucy H. Disenroth, 18 September 1945

*Miss Chloe Farris to Chaplain W. Larsen, Oklahoma City, OK, 8 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Miss Chloe Farris, 17 September 1945

*Mr. Verne Sarchet to Chaplain W. Larsen, Laramie, WY, 8 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mr. and Mrs. Verne Sarchet, 17 September 1945

*Mrs. Mandell Brinson to Chaplain W. Larsen, Barney, GA, 9 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Mandell Brinson, 18 September 1945

*Mrs. C. 0 Twiford to Chaplain W. Larsen, Earlimart, CA, 18 September 1945

*Mrs. H. Upton to Chaplain W. Larsen, North Providence, RI, 10 Septen1ber 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. H. Upton, 17 October 1945

* Mrs. Robert L. Monroe to Chaplain W. Larsen, Center Line, Ml, 11 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Robert P. Monroe, 18 September 1945

*Captain William H. Metz to Chaplain W. Larsen, New York, NY, 12 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Captain William H. Metz, 17 September 1945

*Mrs. Bertha Wood to Chaplain W. Larsen, Goldsmith, IN, 14 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Bertha Wood, 18 Septerr1ber 1945

* Mrs. Alice Copeland to Chaplain W. Larsen, Orlando, FL, 17 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Alice Copeland, 17 September 1945

* Mrs. Irene Householder to Chaplain W. Larsen, Alliance, OH, 18 August 1945

*Chaplain W.·Larsen to Mrs. Irene Householder, 18 September 1945

* Mrs. F. J. Schaub to Chaplain W. Larsen, Rosemead, CA, 21 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. F. J. Schaub, 27 September 1945

*Mrs. William Starks to Chaplain W. Larsen, Hale Center, TX, 27 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. William Starks, 27 September 1945

*Mrs. Rosa A. Specht to Chaplain W. Larsen, St. Albans, WV, 28 August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Rosa A. Specht, 27 September 1945

*Mrs. Robert L. DeYoe to Chaplain W. Larsen, Jamestown, NY, August 1945

* Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Robert L. De Yoe, 17 September 1945

*Mrs. Earl Lewis to Chaplain W. Larsen, Ruskin, NE, 13 August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Earl Lewis, 29 Septen1ber 1945

*Mrs. Annabell Padgett to Chaplain W. Larsen, Palacios, TX, August 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mrs. Annabell Padgett, 27 October 1945

* Y3C Garth C. Cottington to Chaplain W. Larsen, 15 September 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Y3C Garth C. Cottington, 8 October 1945

*Chaplain W. Larsen to Mr. William H. Stout, 29 September 1945

*Mrs. Betty Norford to Chaplain W. Larsen, Washington, DC, 24 September 1945

*Mrs. Page M. Blemker to Chaplain W. Larsen, Fort Mitchell, KY, 8 October 1945

*Mrs. Altha Myers to Chaplain W. Larsen, Traverse City, MI, 30 October 1945

*Mrs. Martha Whiteman to Chaplain W. Larsen, Elkins, WV, 28 November 1945
SERIES II: Account of the Invasion and Battle of Okinawa, 1945
1. The 16 page account was written by Chaplain William Larsen after leaving Okinawa when the island was secure in American hands. The names of the other chaplains mentioned in the account are: Bill O'Neill, the Catholic chaplain; Bernard (Bunny) Boyd, a Protestant Chaplain; Harry Danner, the Red Cross Representative; and Bob Myers, the Chaplain's assistant for William Larsen. The account covers the period 28 February- 12 August 1945.
SERIES III: Photographs, 1943-1945 and ca. 1965

1. Photographs of Guam---Includes photographs of Chaplain Bill O'Neill, church, choir, natives.

2. Photographs of Okinawa---Includes photographs of First Marine Division Cemetery, Red Cross Representative Harry Danner, Chaplain William Larsen, Chaplain Bill O'Neill, Chaplain Bernard (Bunny) Boyd, Sixth Division Chapel, a medical company at Port Loomis.

3. Miscellaneous Photographs---Includes photographs of chapel in Hawaii and Chaplain William Larsen in 1943, 1944 and ca. 1965. [There also are several unidentified photographs.]
SERIES IV: MISCELLANY, 1941-1945,1984 and 1990

1. Includes a letter by a Japanese doctor, undated~ a Japanese Proclamation, 10 December 1941; Chaplain William Larsen's letter to Dr. Ralph Long, 17 December 1943; a printed Christmas greeting card from the 4th Marine Regiment, 6th Marine Division, undated~ a printed morning worship sheet from Camp Catlin, Oahu, 2 September 1945; a list of "Pearl Harbor Gear acquired," undated; and clippings, 1944-1945, 1984 and 1990.
