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Scope and Content Notes
This collection contains correspondence of Commander William McBlair. Both outgoing and incoming letters are present in the collection, much of it from the period 1847-1849 during Erie's cruise to Africa and the Mediterranean. The correspondence is arranged chronologically.

Biographical Note

William McBlair joined the U.S. Navy and was appointed a Midshipman in 1824. He served in various duty stations, including Falmouth, Massachusetts and Norfolk, Virginia. By 1830, he was ranked a Passed Midshipman, and was promoted to Lieutenant three years later. McBlair commanded USS Erie, making voyages to supply the African and Mediterranean Squadrons. Promoted to Commander in 18 55, McBlair went on to command the sloop Dale. With the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, he resigned his commission and joined the Confederate Navy.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Correspondence, 1827-1857, n.d.

1. Correspondence
1827
2. Correspondence
1829
3. Correspondence
1832
4. Correspondence
1843-1844
5. Correspondence
1847
6. Correspondence
1848
7. Correspondence
1849
8. Correspondence
1854
9. Correspondence
1855-1857
10. Correspondence
n.d.
