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Scope and Content Notes
The collection, comprised of 16 items, was donated to the Naval Historical Foundation by Reverend Thomas R. Abbott in response to a note in Shift Colors for historical materials from U.S. Navy retirees.  The Foundation transferred the collection to the Center’s Operational Archives in May 1996.

Reverend Abbott, a retired U.S. Navy Commander, served as the Assistant Naval Attache in the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel from 30 June 1990 to 1 July 1993.   During the Gulf War,   Commander Abbott was involved in the Patriot missile deployment and in setting up a Strategic Warning Cell in the Israeli Headquarters.  He donated the papers because he believed that researchers would be interested "... in the perspective of a land‑locked sailor involved in the civil defense of a non‑combatant TARGET." [Letter of Reverend Thomas R. Abbott to the Naval Historical Foundation, 22 February 1996.]

The collection is arranged into two series: CDR’s Abbott’s letters and writings  and a questionnaire he prepared at the request of an author of a book on the Gulf War designed for teenagers.  

CDR Abbott’s wife, daughter and two sons were evacuated to Naples a few days before the commencement of Operation DESERT STORM.  He and the family dog, Kelly, remained in Tel Aviv during the Gulf War.  CDR Abbott’s letters to his family and friends provide a poignant first‑hand account of Scud missile attacks and Patriot missile interceptions.  In late February of 1991, he wrote about his experiences in "Thoughts From The Bomb Shelter."  

The 15 page questionnaire gives an extensive narrative of his Gulf War experience.  This questionnaire includes an account of his most frightening experience which occurred on the night of 25 January 1991.  On this date, Iraq launched eight Scud missiles against Israel and the U.S. and Israeli forces launched 25 Patriot missiles in an attempt to shoot them down.    CDR Abbott was home that night in his "sealed room" listening to the embassy radio reports and to the explosions overhead.  

The collection complements the official records relating to Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM because it adds a personal dimension which the official records lack.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Letters and Writings, 1991

1. Letters and Writings, 12 Jan‑11 May 1991  

Series II: A Questionnaire, 1994

2. Questionnaire (filled out for an author of book on the Gulf War), October 1994

