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Scope and Content Notes
Captain Ralph L. Lovejoy served as the commander of numerous supply convoys in the Caribbean, North Atlantic, and Mediterranean theaters during World War II. On 13 August 1942, his flagship, the USS Delmundo, was torpedoed and sunk off Cape Maysi, Cuba. Captain Lovejoy and other survivors were rescued by the British destroyer HMS Churchill. Following the war, he was awarded a Bronze star for his service and promoted to the rank of Captain while in retirement.
The papers were donated by Captain Lovejoy's son, Willard B. Lovejoy, and span the duration of his naval career from 1919 to 1946. The collection includes official orders, personal logs, charts and logs pertaining to convoy duty in World War II, promotion and commendation documents, as well as photographs and assorted personal papers. 

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: OFFICIAL ORDERS

1. Orders, June 1919 -August 1922.

2. Orders, September 1922 - January 1925.

3. Orders, February 1925 - July 1929.

4. Orders, August 1929 - June 1936.

5. Orders, July 1936 -November 1942.

6. Orders, December 1942 - March 1944.

7. Orders, April 1944 - January 1946.

SERIES II: SAILING LOGS

1. Logbooks: U.S.S. Sierra/U.S.S. Hannibal/U.S.S. Downes July 1920 - June 1924 and U.S.S. Wright/U.S.S. Richmond November 1926 - February 1933.

2. Logbooks: U.S.S. Richmond May 1933 - January 1934 and U.S.S. Salinas May 1939 -April 1941.

SERIES III: CONVOY PAPERS, WORLD WAR II

1. Orders, Convoy orders/reports 1942 - 1945.

2. Charts, Cipher codes, signal codes, ship recognition papers, convoy ASW doctrine 1942 - 1945.

3. Notebooks: descriptions of navigation aids and ship/port code designations.
Box 2

SERIES IV: PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Three (3) photos of unidentified ship at Hampton Roads, Virginia.

SERIES V: PROMOTION/COMMENDATION DOCUMENTS

1. Documents, May 1919 to August 1950.

SERIES VI: MISCELLANEOUS DOCUMENTS

1. General documents pertaining to court martial boards, letters of appreciation, and the U.S.S. Salinas reunion association. August 1919 - July 1983.

SERIES VII: FINANCIAL/MOVING DOCUMENTS

1. Numerous documents covering travel claims, lost property claims, and financial dealings. July 1922 - January 1947.

SERIES VIII: PRINTED MATERIAL

1. Magazine, ALL HANDS, January 1946- mentions the award of the Bronze Star to Commander Lovejoy on page 60.
