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Scope and Content Notes
The Naval Historical Foundation transferred the Dewey Collection to the Naval History and Heritage Command in 1964.  The Naval Historical Foundation received the collection from the estate of George Goodwin Dewey, Admiral Dewey’s son in 1963.
The bulk of this collection consists of correspondence between Admiral George Dewey, his second wife, and an aunt to his son, George W. Dewey. Some family correspondence after Admiral Dewey's death in 1917 is included as well. Correspondence ranges from 1893 to 1924, with one additional letter from a "Stephen" in 1942. This series was broken down into ·sub-series, each containing all the letters from one particular writer. Sub-series A is from Admiral Dewey, sub-series B is from his second wife, Mildred Dewey, and sub-series C is from an aunt of George W. Dewey. Sub-series D contains one letter from Stephen, presumable an acquaintance of George W. Dewey, who provides an anecdote regarding Admiral Dewey and the reason behind the sailing of the Great White Fleet. Sub-series E contains a newspaper clipping and a typed anecdote regarding F.D.R. These letters are contained in Boxes 1 through 3. Series II consists of photo-copies of all material after 1904 contained in series I. All items from 1904 and before have been digitally scanned.
Series III consists of two brief diaries kept by Admiral Dewey in 1893 and 1899 as well as a photo-copy of a journal he kept in 1898. Series IV contains copies of Admiral Dewey's official account of the Battle of Manila and a later article concerning German relations there, written by Thomas A. Bailey of Stanford University.
Series V contains an ancestral history of the Dewey family; but is of an unknown date. 

Series VI is a copy of the Resolution of Thanks from the Fifty-Fifth Congress to Admiral Dewey, also including letters from the Navy and State Departments. Series VII contains the membership book of the New York Commandery Naval Order of the United States. This entire collection has been reproduced on microfilm and photocopies arid is currently being digitized. The Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress holds the major collection of Admiral Dewey's papers.
Subject Headings

Persons

Dewey, George, 1837-1917

Dewey, George, 1837-1917 --Correspondence.

Dewey, George G. (George Goodwin), d. 1963--Correspondence.
Events

Manila Bay, Battle of, Philippines, 1898

Manila Bay, Battle of, Philippines, 1898--Military personnel, American.

Manila Bay, Battle of, Philippines, 1898--Poetry.

Spanish-American War, 1898

Spanish-American War, 1898--Naval operations, Philippines.

Spanish-American War, 1898--Philippines.
Organizations

United States. Navy. 1890-1900.

United States. Navy. Asiatic Squadron.

United States. Navy. History.

United States. Navy. Officers.
Biographical Note

George Dewey, the only officer of the US Navy ever to hold the rank of Admiral of the Navy, was born on 26 December 1837, in Montpelier, Vermont. On 23 September 1854, he was appointed Acting Midshipman from the first Congressional District of Vermont, and upon graduation from the US Naval Academy in June 1858, was warranted Midshipman, to date from 11 June of that year. He became a Passed Midshipman on 19 January 1861, and on 28 February of the same year he was warranted Master. His subsequent advancement was as follows: Lieutenant, 19 April1861; Lieutenant Commander, 3 March 1865; Commander, 13 April 1872; Captain, 27 September 1884; Commodore, 28 February 1896; Rear Admiral, 11 May i 898; Admiral, 2 March 1899; and Admiral of the Navy on 24 March 1903 to date from 2 March 1899.
During the period 26 April 1861, until 30 August 1867, he had consecutive service on USS Mississippi, USS Brooklyn, USS Agawam, USS Colorado, USS Kearsarge, USS Canadiagua, and again USS Colorado. When detached from the latter he was directed to await orders of 1 October 1867, which returned him to the Naval Academy for a tour of duty which ended in September 1870. On 10 October 1870, he assumed command of USS Narragansett, and in February 1871 was transferred to command of USS Supply, hospital ship. On 27 July 1871, he was ordered to the Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, and after five months' duty there and brief instruction at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island, he again commanded Narragansett from 1 March 1873, to August 1875.
Ordered on 25 August 1875, to report as Lighthouse Inspector, Second Naval District, at Headquarters in New York, New York, he served in that capacity until 1 August 1877, and as a member of the Lighthouse Board for eight months thereafter. On 1 May 1878, he became Secretary of the Lighthouse Board. On 18 October 1882, he was ordered to command USS Juniata, and remained at sea from 25 October that year until July 1884, when he was ordered detached and to the Navy Department, Washington DC. Again at sea, he commanded USS Dolphin from October 1884 until March 1885, when he transferred to command of USS Pensacola.
On 1 August 1889, he was commissioned Chief of the Bureau of Equipment, Navy Department, Washington DC. His term ended by resignation on 30 June 1893, when he again became a member of the Lighthouse Board. On 5 November 1895, he reported for duty as President of the Board of Inspection and Survey, Navy Department. On 30 November 1897, he was ordered to Asiatic Station and, proceeding by steamer, he assumed command on 3 January 1898, his flag in the protected cruiser, USS Olympia, Captain Charles V. Gridley, commanding. The Spanish-American War action at Manila, Philippine Islands, 1 May 1898, not only gave birth to the historical expression "You may fire when you are ready Gridley," but also liquidated the Spanish Fleet and installations in the Manila Harbor without loss of men to the US Fleet.
On 10 May 1898, Admiral (then Commodore) Dewey was given a vote of thanks by the Congress of the United States, and three days later was commissioned Rear Admiral, to date from 11 May 1898. That promotion was an advancement of one grade for "highly distinguished conduct in conflict with the enemy as displayed by him in the destruction of the Spanish Fleet and batteries in the harbor of Manila, Philippine Islands, May 1, 1898." He was relieved of command of Asiatic Station on 4 October 1899, and ordered to the Navy Department, Washington, where on 29 March 1900, he was designated President of the General Board.
An Act of Congress, 2 March 1899, created the rank of Admiral of the Navy. It provided ~at when such office became vacant either by death or otherwise, the office would cease to exist. On 24 March 1903, Admiral Dewey, who held the rank of Admiral since 8 March 1899, was commissioned Admiral of the Navy, with date of rank 2 March 1899, and became the only officer of the United States Navy who was ever so commissioned. He held the rank of Admiral of the Navy until his death in Washington, DC, on 16 January 1917.
The body of Admiral Dewey was interred in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia, on 20 January 191 7. At the request of his widow~ his remains were reinterred in the crypt of Bethlehem Chapel at the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral, Mount Saint Alban, Washington, DC, on 28 March 1925. Besides his widow, Mrs. Susan Goodwin Dewey, Admiral Dewey was survived by his only son, George Goodwin Dewey.
Admiral Dewey earned the Civil War Medal; the Spanish Campaign Medal; the Philippine Campaign Medal; and the Dewey Medal (commemorating the Battle of Manila Bay). A destroyer, USS Dewey (DD-349), was named to honor Admiral of the Navy George Dewey. Built by the Bath Iron Works Corporation of Bath, Maine, she was launched on 28 July 1934,

under the sponsorship of Miss Ann M. Dewey of Quechee, Vermont, great-grandniece of Admiral Dewey. Dewey was placed in commission at the Boston Navy Yard on 4 October 1934, and earned thirteen battle stars for operations in the Pacific War Area during World War II.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series 1: Correspondence to George W. Dewey 1893-1942

Sub-Series I.A: Correspondence from Admiral Dewey 1897-1916

1. Correspondence 
1897

2. Correspondence 
Jan-Mar 1898

3. Correspondence 
Apr-Jun 1898

4. Correspondence 
Jul-Dec 1898

5. Correspondence 
1899

6. Correspondence 
1900-1901

7. Correspondence 
1902

8. Correspondence 
1903

9. Correspondence 
1904
Box 2

10. Correspondence
Jan-Jul 1905
11. Correspondence
Aug-Dec 1905
12. Correspondence
1906-1908
13. Correspondence
1909
14. Correspondence
1910
15. Correspondence
1911-1912
16. Correspondence
1913-1914
17. Correspondence
1915-1916
Box 3

Sub-Series I.B: Correspondence from Mildred Dewey 1899-1924

18. Correspondence 
1899-1901

19. Correspondence 
1902-1906

20. Correspondence 
1908-1916

21. Correspondence 
1917-1918

22. Correspondence 
1919-1921

23. Correspondence 
16 June 1919

24. Correspondence 1
922

25. Correspondence 
1923-1924

Sub-Series I. C: Correspondence from Aunt 1893-1908

26. Correspondence
1893-Jun 1898
27. Correspondence
Jul-Dec 1898
28. Correspondence
1899-1908
29. Correspondence
No Date
Sub-Series I. D: Correspondence from Stephen 1942

30. Correspondence 
1942

Sub-Series I. E: Newspaper Clippings and Quotations

31. Clippings and Quotations 
No Date
Box 4

Series II: Correspondence to George W. Dewey 1893-1942

31. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1905
32. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1906
33. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1907
34. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1908
35. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1909
36. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1910
37. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1911
38. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1912
Box 5

39. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1913
40. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1914
41. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1915
42. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1916
43. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1917
44. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1918
45. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1919-1921
46. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1922-1924
47. Correspondence Photo-Copies
1942
Box 6

Series III: Journals 1893, 1898, and 1899

48. Joumal1893
Jan-Jun 1893
49. Journal1893 Reference Copy
Jan-Jun 1893
50. Journal1898
1898
51. Joumal1898 Reference Copy
1898
52. Journal 1899
Jan-3 Nov 1899
53. Journal1899 Reference Copy
Jan-3 Nov 1899
Box 7

Series IV: Articles

54. Admiral Dewey and the Manila Campaign
10 Nov 1904
55. Admiral Dewey and the Manila Campaign Reference Copy
10 Nov 1904
56. Dewey and the Germans at Manila Bay
1 Oct 1939
57. Dewey and the Germans at Manila Bay Reference Copy
1 Oct 1939
Series V: Genealogy

58. Ancestral Lines of the Dewey Family
No Date
59. Ancestral Lines of the Dewey Family Reference Copy
No Date
Series VI: Recognition

60. Resolution of Thanks by the Fifty-Fifth Congress 
1898

61. Resolution of Thanks by the Fifty-Fifth Congress Reference Copy
1898

Box 8

Series VII: New York Commandery Naval Order of the United States 1894-1916

62. Membership Book 
1894-1916

63. Membership Book Reference Copy 
1894 - 1916

64. Membership Book Reference Copy 
1894- 1916
