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Date Range: 1879-1921
Classification: Unclassified
Access: Open but restrictions on photocopying the journals because the bindings are very fragile and flattening the bound volumes would place great stress on the bindings.
Scope and Content Notes
This collection consists largely of the journals kept by Captain Frank M. Bennett during his naval service.  The journal is made up of 24 volumes, dating from 1879 to 1921.  They are hand-written in ink, and many have hand-drawn diagrams and maps, some in color.  The journals also contain many tipped-in and laid-in items, often newspaper clippings, photographs, and illustrations.  Loose items inserted into the journals have been removed to separate folders for preservation purposes.  The location of each item has bee noted to maintain context information.  These folders follow the journal volume from which the items were removed.
The final box of the collection contains a scrapbook kept by Bennett’s wife, Dorothy.  The scrapbook contains over 1,800 black and white photographs of the Bennett family and people and events related to Captain Bennett’s naval career.

Biography

Frank Marion Bennett was born in Cass County, Michigan on 7 May 1857.  He was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy as a Cadet Engineer in 1874 and graduated in 1879.  Following his graduation, Bennett served on USS Pouhatan, Tennessee, and Richmond, receiving his commission as Assistant Engineer, with the rank of ensign, in June 1881 after the mandatory two years of service.  Transferred to USS Monocacy on 29 March 1883, Bennett remained there until March 1884 when he was grated one year’s leave abroad.

Upon returning to the United Sates, he spent two years at the Manual Training School in Illinois, followed by service onboard USS Trenton, Chicago, and Enterprise.  Leaving Enterprise in 1890, Bennett was assigned to the Navy Department’s Bureau of Steam Engineering from July of that year until July 1893.  During his service with the Bureau, Bennett was promoted to Passed Assistant Engineer on 24 April 1892 and on 25 August received the relative rank of Lieutenant (jg).  Before reporting to USS New York in April 1995, he served on USS Amphitrite and USS Texas.  While on New York in November 1896, he was advanced to the relative rank of Lieutenant.  He served on New York until detached for special duty at the Paris Exposition in September 1898.
Bennett’s duties at the Exposition ended just a few months later and he returned to the Bureau of Steam Engineering in November 1898, serving in that office until September 1899.  That November, Bennett was transferred to USS Chicago for duty as a line officer, his commission having been changed form Passed Assistant Engineer to Lieutenant on 20 May.  Promoted to Lieutenant Commander in April 1902, he served on Chicago through 20 August when he was assigned to USS San Francisco.  By October 1902, Bennett had become executive officer of the receiving ship Franklin.  Subsequently, he was executive officer on USS Topeka and Glacier, and became commanding officer of Glacier in July 1906.  On 9 January 1907, while in command of Glacier, Bennett received his promotion to Commander with date of rank set at 2 November 1906.

In November 1907, Bennett reported for duty as equipment and ordnance officer of the Pensacola Navy Yard in Florida, where he served until transferred to duty as Inspector, Seventh Lighthouse District in July 1908.  Promoted to Captain in September 1910, he took command of the armored cruiser South Dakota.  His next assignment was as Captain of the Navy Yard at Mare Island, California from January to April 1913, and Commandant of Mare Island through April 1917.

On 30 April 1917, shortly after the United Sates entered World War I, Bennett assumed the duties of Commander, Division 4, Atlantic Fleet, with his flag onboard USS Minnesota.  From August to October of that year, he commanded Division 3 and, after brief duty in Toronto, Ontario, Canada and Boston, Massachusetts, became Commander of the Naval Air Station at Pensacola, Florida on 29 October 1917.  Transferred to the Retired List in august 1919, he was relieved of command at Pensacola and from all active duty on 15 October 1919.
Captain Bennett died on 11 February 1924 at Cassapolis, Michigan.

Transferred Materials

Included in the original accession were a set of medals and awards received by Captain Bennett.  These materials have been transferred to Curator Branch of the Naval History and Heritage Command.  They are available to researchers upon request.

West Indies Naval Campaign Medal, 1898 (Sampson Medal) with 7 clasps


1. USS New York


2. Matanzas, April 27 on reverse


3. San Juan, P.R., May 12 on reverse


4. Santiago, June 6 on the reverse


5. Santiago, June 16 on the reverse


6. Santiago, July 2 on the reverse


7. Santiago, July 4 on the reverse


1 strip of extra ribbon for the Sampson Medal

World War I Victory Medal

West Indies Campaign Medal (blue and yellow ribbon), #2417


2 pieces of extra ribbon for the West Indies Campaign Medal

Launching Medal, USS California
Society of the Colonial Dames of America medal


Gold, white, and blue medal suspended from a yellow and blue ribbon.  “Maryland” on clasp.
Sons of the American Revolution, Spanish-American War Medal


An eagle atop a cross, suspended from a white, gold, and blue ribbon.  Inscribed on the reverse “Presented to the Sons of the American Revolution, War with Spain, 1898.

Sons of the American Revolution, World War I medal


Blue, white, and green enameled medal below a gold eagle on a blue and white ribbon.

Civil War medal


Bronze medal on a dark blue ribbon, eagle and shield on a banner reading “The Union”.  Medal shows swords and cannon under the inscription “Unitate Veteranorum Unio”.  The reverse is inscribed “R.I. Eastman, Cat. Co. K 6th U.S. Infty. 1861-65 to his Widow by U.S.G. Club, B in B. 1880.

Square medal, no ribbon, bearing the script initials “I.A.” and the number 6134.

Seven ribbon bars


1 Sampson Medal ribbon


3 Sampson Medal and West Indies Campaign Medal (red and yellow ribbon) ribbons


3 Sampson Medal and West Indies Campaign Medal (blue and yellow ribbon) ribbons

Five small pins


1. Daughters of the American Revolution: blue and gold ship’s wheel atop a silver staff.


2. Daughters of the American Revolution, Hospital Corps: blue and white enameled circle with a red enameled cross.


3. C.G. pin: two red, concentric, 8-pointed stars bearing the letters “C G”, below a gold crown.


4. Pochontas: Shield-shaped pin with red enameled circle showing a white feather and “Pochontas, 1595-1615.


5. Washington Bicentennial: Blue enamel shield showing a gold bust of George Washington, an eagle, and the words “Washington Bicentennial”.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
Series I: Journals, 1879-1921
1. Volume 1 
June 1879-Dec 1880

2. Volume 2
Jan 1881-Oct 1882

3. Volume 3
Nov 1882-Aug 1883

4. Volume 4 – Loose Items

5. Volume 4
Sep 1883-Jul 1884

6. Volume 4 – Loose Items

Box 2

7. Volume 5
Jul 1884-Jun 1886

8. Volume 5 – Loose Items

9. Volume 6
Jul 1887-May 1888

10. Volume 6 – Loose Items

11. Volume 7
Jun 1888-Sep 1888

12. Volume 7 – Loose Items

13. Volume 8
Sep 1888-May 1889

14. Volume 8 – Loose Items

Box 3

15. Volume 9
May 1889-Mar 1890
16. Volume 9 – Loose Items

17. Volume 10
Mar 1890-Oct 1891

18. Volume 10 – Loose Items

19. Volume 11
Oct 1891-Nov 1893

20. Volume 11 – Loose Items

21. Volume 12
Nov 1893-Oct 1895

22. Volume 12 – Loose Items

Box 4

23. Volume 13
Nov 1895-Apr 1898

24. Volume 13 – Loose Items

25. Volume 14
Apr 1898-Oct 1900

26. Volume 14 – Loose Items

27. Volume 15
Oct 1900-Apr 1902

28. Volume 15 – Loose Items

29. Volume 16
Apr 1902-Dec 1904

30. Volume 16 – Loose Items

Box 5

31. Volume 17
Dec 1904-Apr 1906
32. Volume 17 – Loose Items

33. Volume 18
Apr 1906-Nov 1907

34. Volume 18 – Loose Items

35. Volume 19
Dec 1907-Feb 1911

36. Volume 19 – Loose Items

Box 6

37. Volume 20
Mar 1911-Dec 1911
38. Volume 20 – Loose Items

39. Volume 21
Dec 1911-Dec 1914

40. Volume 21 – Loose Items

41. Volume 22
Jan 1915-Apr 1916

42. Volume 22 – Loose Items

Box 7

43. Volume 23
May 1916-Oct 1918
44. Volume 23 – Loose Items

45. Volume 24
Oct 1918-Sep 1921

46. Volume 24 – Loose Items

Series II: Scrapbook

47. Scrapbook

Box 8

This box contains the loose-leaf pages of the scrapbook kept by Dorothy Bennett.

