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Scope and Content Notes

The papers of Captain Charles C. Gill were donated to the Naval Historical Center by his son-in-law, Rear Admiral Floyd B. Schultz, USN (Ret.) in April of 1986.

The collection is arranged in three series:

Series I is the manuscript of "History of the Cruiser and Transport Force" with related drafts and notes and with source materials obtained from Admiral Gleaves (who was the commander of the Cruiser and Transport Force). 
Series II is composed of official Navy documents used by Gill in writing the history. The documents include submarine contact reports from convoy escorts (1918-1919); reports of collisions between ships in convoys (1918-1919); courts of inquiry, courts martial and other investigative reports which concerned the personnel of the Cruiser and Transport Force (1917-1918); charts and maps of convoy formations and routes; and other miscellaneous documents (such as weekly and annual reports of the Cruiser and Transport Force). 
Series III is composed of Gill's personal correspondence and papers. Included are correspondence concerning his writings (1917-1920) and his naval career (1916-1919); miscellaneous memorabilia (1915-1929); newspaper clippings (1919-1920); and three folders of drafts of various articles and lectures (undated).
Biography


Captain Gill was born in Junction City, Kansas and entered the Naval Academy in 1903. He was an officer when he sailed with the Great White Fleet in 1908. In 1911, he was appointed as aide to the staff commander, First Division, Atlantic Fleet. He served at that post until 1913, when he was named to a post as an athletic coach at the Naval Academy. In 1916, he returned to sea duty, serving as gunnery officer on board the cruiser SEATTLE and the battleship OKLAHOMA in the early part of WWI, and later as the executive officer of GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

In 1920 he completed a course at the Naval War College and shortly afterward was made navigator of the battleship PENNSYLVANIA. From 1922 to 1927 he was a member of the American Naval Mission to Brazil, after which he was assigned as executive officer of the cruiser MILWAUKEE. In 1919 he was on duty at the Office of Naval Operations until he was named commanding officer of the naval store ship ANTARES in 1932. A year later, he assumed command of the repair ship VESTAL. 

Gill returned to Brazil in 1934 as senior member of the Naval- Mission. Later, he assumed command of the cruiser ASTORIA. After a tour of duty at Pearl Harbor in 1938, he was ordered to Yale University as Professor of Naval Science and Tactics. In 1943 he was appointed commanding officer of the 1,500 Navy and Marine Corps officer trainees there. He held the teaching position at Yale until his death on January 9th, 1948. 

Throughout his naval career, Gill authored books, articles and lectures on naval matters. His writings included Naval Power in the War (1918) and "The War at Sea," the latter of which was Volume IV of Harper's Pictorial Library of the World War. He was also a frequent contributor to the Naval Institute's Proceedings. His unpublished manuscript, "A History of the Cruiser and Transport Force in the Great War," and the source materials he used to write it, compose the bulk of the collection of his papers.

Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I

Manuscript of History of Cruiser and Transport Force

Manuscript of History of Cruiser and Transport Force

Source Materials for Manuscript

Drafts and Notes of Manuscript

Drafts and Notes of Manuscript

SERIES II

Overview of Submarine Activities

Report of Rescue of Survivors from U-53 Attack, 8 Oct. 1916

Report on Loss of USS ANTILLES, Oct. 1917

Report on Loss of SS ATLANTIAN, June 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS COVINGTON, Nov. 1917

Report on Submarine Contact by USS COLHOUN, July 1918

Report on Destruction of SS FLORENCE H., April 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS FREDERICK

Report on Submarine Contact by USS HANCOCK, June 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS HARRISBURG, July 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS HENDERSON, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USAT HENRY R. MALLORY, April 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS HURON, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS KROONLAND, July 1918

Reports on Submarine Contacts by USS LEVIATHAN, April & June 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS MARTHA WASHINGTON, April 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS NORTH CAROLINA, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS NORTHERN PACIFIC, July 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS ORIZABA, Aug. 1918
Box 2

Reports on Submarine Contacts by USS PASTORES, June, Aug. & Sept. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS POCAHONTAS, May 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS PRINCESS MATOIKA, July 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS SEATTLE, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS SIBONEY, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS SIGOURNEY & BENHAM, July 1918

Reports on Submarine Contacts by USS TENEDORES, May & June 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by British SS THESPIS, Aug. 1918

Report on Submarine Contact by USS ZEELANDIA, Sept. 1918

Casualty and Collision Reports 1917-1918

Courts of Inquiry, Court Marshals & Investigations 1917-1918

Recommendations for Decorations & Awards 1918-1919

Misc. Reports Concerning Activities of the Cruiser & Transport Force 1918-1919

Misc. Reports Concerning Activities of the Cruiser & Transport Force

History of Newport News Transport Force, 7 Oct. 1918

Charts, Tables and Official Photos

ONI Foreign News Summaries, 1930

SERIES III

Personal Correspondence Concerning Gill's Writings

Personal Correspondence Concerning Gill's Naval Career

Misc. Personal Correspondence

Misc. Memorabilia 1915-1929

Misc. Newspaper Clippings, Feb. 1919-April 1920

Articles, Speeches, Manuscripts

Articles, Speeches, Manuscripts

Articles, Speeches, Manuscripts
