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Scope and Content Notes
These records related primarily to Admiral Harry W. Hill’s activities as a senior amphibious commander in the pacific during World War II.  Reports, plans, comments on official histories, and some semi-official correspondence are included.  Admiral Hill allowed the Archives to retain in the Archive’s Action Reports, War Diaries and Operational Plans Collections copies of his documents not previously collected by the Archives.  Admiral Hill’s responses to students and writers working on the escort of Convoy PQ-17 and the capture of Betio Island, Tarawa Atoll have been added to his papers.
Biographical Note
Harry Wilbur Hill was born in Oakland, California on 7 April 1890. He entered the U.S. Naval Academy in 1907, graduating in June 1911.

After graduation from the Naval Academy, he served successively in USS Maryland, Iris, Perry, with the Pacific Flotilla; as Engineer Officer of USS Albany, and from January 1917 on USS Texas, a part of the British Grand Fleet during World War I. He transferred in September 1918 to USS Wyoming, in which he witnessed the surrender of the German High Seas Fleet upon the cessation of hostilities.

On 23 November 1918, he reported as Navigator of USS Arkansas, and served in that capacity until January 1919, when he was assigned duty as Aide and Flag Lieutenant to the Commander Division Seven, Atlantic Fleet. In July of that year, he transferred to similar duty on the Staff of Commander Division Six, Pacific Fleet. After serving two months at the Naval Academy, in November 1919 he became Aide to the Chief of Naval Operations, where he remained until March 1923.

He assisted in fitting out USS Concord at the William Cramp and Sons Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and upon the commissioning of that cruiser, 23 November 1923, he joined her as Gunnery Officer. He served three months from June 1925 as Aide to the Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, after which he had duty afloat as Gunnery Officer of USS Memphis. He was assigned for two years, June 1926-1928, as Executive Officer of the Receiving Barracks, Hampton Roads, Virginia, then had service from July 1928 to May 1931, as Gunnery Officer of USS Maryland. He was aboard that battleship in 1929 when she won the Gunnery Trophy and he received a commendatory letter from the Secretary of the Navy.

Returning to the United States, he reported as Battalion Officer in the Executive Department of the Naval Academy, and the year June 1933-1934 served as Force Gunnery Officer on the staff of Commander Battle Force, U.S. Fleet in the Pacific. Ordered to Bath Iron Works, he was in charge of fitting out USS Dewey, then commanded that destroyer from her commissioning, 4 October 1934 until 17 June 1935.

He was again assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, and in May 1938 completed the Senior Course at the Naval War College.

Between June 1938 and February 1940 he was War Plans Officer on the Staff of the Commander in Chief, U.S. Fleet, after which he had a third tour of duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, where he was attached to the War Plans Division until January 1942. Ordered to sea, he assumed command of the heavy cruiser Wichita, which operated for several months on convoy duty with the British Home Fleet to the North Russian port of Murmansk. Detached from command of Wichita on 28 September 1942, he reported as Commander Battleship Division Four, USS Maryland, flagship, serving a year in the South Pacific. He was also commander of a task force, which was the first to comprise battleships and escort carriers.

In September 1943 he became Commander Amphibious Group Two, Fifth Amphibious Force, and in that capacity participated in the capture of Tarawa, and later in operations against the Gilberts, Marshalls, Marianas, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa. He relieved the Commander Fifth Amphibious Force at Okinawa in April 1945, and commanded the amphibious and support operations of that force until that island was secured at the end of June.

At the close of the war in August 1945, he commanded the Amphibious Force which landed the Sixth Army in Southwestern Japan for occupation duty. On 1 November 1945 he assumed duty as Commandant Army-Navy Staff College, and in June 1946 established and served as Commandant of the National War College, the highest level educational institution of the Armed Forces and the State Department. In September 1949 he reported as Chairman of the General Board, Navy Department, and on 28 April 1950 became Superintendent of the Naval Academy and Commandant, Severn River Naval Command. He continued to serve as such after his retirement on 1 May 1952, until August 1952.

Admiral Hill continued to serve on active duty from 21 October 1952 until 21 May 1954 as Governor of the Naval Home, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Box and Folder Listing
BOX 1
MISCELLANEOUS

COMPHIB GRP 2: Report of Saipan Operations, 23 August 
AWARDS, COMMENDATIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS, ETC.

WORLD WAR II (Photo copies)

CINCPOA OPLAN 13-43

COMCENPAC OPLAN CEN 5-43

COMCENPAC OPLAN CEN 1-43

ADMIRAL TURNER'S PLANS "GALVANIC" GILBERTS

BOX 2

MY REHEARSAL PLANS - TARAWA:

CTF 53 OPORD Al01-43

CTF 53 OPLAN Al02-43

MY PLANS - PLANS & CORRESPONDENCE FOR TARAWA OPERATION

TARAWA & APAMAMA REPORTS

ADMIRAL S PRUANCE'S ORDERS - "FLINTLOCK" MARSHALLS -

COMCENPAC OPLAN CEN 1-44
COMPHIBGRP-2 – A104-44 -MAJURO
ADMIRAL TURNER'S ORDERS - ENIWETOK - CTF 51 - OPORD

A6-44 & OPLAN A9-44
BOX 3

ADMIRAL SPRUANCE'S ORDERS - "CATCHPOOL" ENIWETOK -

COMCENPAC CEN 4-44 & CEN 5-44

MY ORDERS - ENIWETOK :

COMPHIBGRP-2 – A105-44


COMPHIBGRUP-2 – A106-44
COM JOINT EXPED FORCE - REPORT OF CAPTURE OF THE MARIANAS

25 August 1944

ADMIRAL SPRUANCES OPLAN NO. CEN 10-44 "FORAGER" - COM 5th FLT
BOX 4
ADMIRAL TURNERS CTF 51 OPLAN AlO-44 "FORAGER”
MY PLANS - FORAGER OPERATION - MARIANAS

ADMIRAL TURNER'S MISCELLANEOUS PLANS "FORAGER" MARIANAS

MARINE ORDERS - TINIAN

TATTERSAILS - TINIAN

ADMIRAL'S CURRENT FILE "FORAGER"

COMPHIBGRP 2 - REPORT OF IWO JIMA OPERATION
BOX 5
COMFIFTHFLT OPLAN 13-44

CTF 51 COMPHIBFOR OPLAN A25-44

CTF 40 OPLAN A 11 - 4 5 (ADVANCE DRAFT)
BOX 6
ADMIRAL TURNER'S DETACHMENT

ADMIRAL HILL'S DETACHMENT

MUJAKA JIMA

PHASE III-D VICE ADMIRAL HILL

CTG 51.25 OPORD FOR CAPTURE OF IHEYA SHIMA & AGUNI SHIMA

COMPHIBGRP 4 #A408-45

PRELIMINARY INTELLIGENCE STUDY

COMPHIBPAC & COMPHIBGRP 2 - MIJAKA JIMA

COMFIFTHPHIBFOR - REPORT ON GILBERT'S
BOX 7
OLYMPIC CINCPAC-CINCPOA

CTF 54 OPLAN A2-43 TARAWA

ADMIRALS SECRET DESPATCHES

ADMIRALS COPIES "ICEBERG"

PHASE III-D DESPATCHES

OLYMPIC REFERENCE

OLYMPIC ACTION

"ICEBERG DESPATCHES"

ADMIRALS FILE

TATTERSAILS

OLYMPIC COMVPHIBCORPS

OLYMPIC COMPHIBSPAC
BOX 8
OLYMPIC COMFIFTHPHIBFOR

COMFIFTHPHIBFOR REPORT OF FLINTLOCK OPERATION

OO-PERSONAL "CONF"

MISCELLANEOUS "FORAGER"
BOX 9
ENIWETOK & MAJURO REPORTS

COMPHIBGRP 2 REPORT OF TINIAN

TINIAN ASSAULT A112 - 44

CTF 51 - REPORT ON OKINAWA GUNTO OPERATION
BOX 10
REPORT OF CAPTURE OF OKINAWA GUNTO - PHASES I & II
REPORT OF OCCUPATION OF SOUTHERN HONSHU & KYUSHU

KEY TO BOOKS ONE & TWO

FLEET MARINE FORCE AND FIFTH AMPHIB CORPS GENERAL ORDERS

S.O.P.'S CONF.

SHORE FIRE CONTROL INSTRUCTIONS
BOX 11
TRANSPORT DOCTRINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCES U. S. PACFLT, Sept 1944

APA-AKA TYPE ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS AMPHIBFORUS PACFLT 1944 - APPENDIX 1

APD STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE AMPHIB FORUSPACFLT 1945 - APPENDIX 2

APD TYPE ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS AMPHIB FORUSPACFLT 1945 - APPENDIX 2

LST TYPE ORGANIZATION, REGULATIONS AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 1944 - APPENDIX 4
BOX 12

LC1 (L) - LC1 (FS) TYPE ORGANIZATION, REGULATIONS, AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES - APPENDIX 5 - 1944

PART 3 & 4 - LCI(L) - LCI(G) TYPE ORGANIZATION, REGULATIONS AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 1944 - APPENDIX 5
LCT TYPE ORGANIZATION, REGULATIONS, AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 1944 - APPENDIX 6

LSD TYPE ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS 1944 - APPENDIX VII

LSM TYPE ORGANIZATION, REGULATIONS, AND STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 1944 - APPENDIX 8, SEC III, IV, V

ARL TYPE ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS 1944 - APPENDIX X
BOX 13
LST-LANDING CRAFT TENDER ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS - APPENDIX 9

SPECIAL REPRINT OF CHAPTERS FROM TRANSPORT DOCTRINE AMPHI BFORUS PACFLT FOR SPECIAL USE OF CONTROL VESSELS 1944

FIRINGS FROM LANDING CRAFT WITH STANDARD ARTILLERY AND ROCKETS - 1944

AMPHIB. TRAIN. COMMAND PACFLT NAVAL GUNFIRE LIAISON SCHOOL

PACFLT CONF. LTR 38CL-45

CORRESPONDENCE ON ROCKET FIRE - 1945

CINCPOA STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE SOP-4 - 1945

BATTLESHIP GUNFIRE SUPPORT IN LANDING OPERATIONS INSTRUCTION SUPPLEMENTING PACFLT DOCTRINE TRAIN. COURSE

CRUISER GUNFIRE SUPPORT IN LANDING OPERATIONS CRUISER TACT. BULLETIN #2-45

DESTROYER GUNFIRE SUPPORT IN LANDING OPERATIONS - DEST. TACT. BULLETIN #3-45

LSM(R) FLOTILLA 18 GUNNERY DOCTRINE - May 1945

MISCELLANEOUS
BOX 14
LSM TYPE ORGANIZATION BOOK FOR LSM'S OF THE AMPHIB.FORCE OF THE PACFLT (Formerly - LSM CLASS MANUAL)

CONVOY PQ 17

TINIAN ASSAULT
BOX 15
THE BATTLE OF THE CORAL SEA

MAPS

MESSAGES

MISCELLANEOUS

MS - GILBERTS -MARSHALLS
