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Scope and Content Notes
The Operational Archives Branch received this collection on 17 June 1958. RADM Cagle and CAPT Manson used these historical materials in preparing their history of the U.S. Navy's participation in the Korean Conflict, The Sea War in Korea. The collection includes correspondence, source material on the Korean Conflict, a draft of the book, reports, printed material, photographs, and sound recordings. The collection is comprised of documentation which spans the time period from 1947 to 1956.

The collection is arranged into eight series: Correspondence; Source Material on Korean Conflict; Chronologies and Summaries; Writings; Reports; Printed Material; Photographs; and Sound Recordings.
The correspondence, 1952-1956, comprises Cagle and Manson's outgoing and incoming correspondence relating to their queries and answers on various aspects of the Korean Conflict. There is also correspondence relating to administrative matters in connection with the preparation and review of draft portions of their book.
The source material, 1947-1956, includes naval messages on mines and minesweeping, dispatches, press releases, notes on interviews with participants of the Korean Conflict, brief historical narratives, and some correspondence in reply to questions raised by Cagle and Manson. Many of the naval messages relate to mines and minesweeping activities and are originated by COMNAVFE, Commander, Naval Forces Far East. This material is arranged chronologically.
The chronologies and summaries provide a day by day list of United Nations and U.S. Navy operations and events in Korea for the period 5 July 1950 through 18 December 1952. Even though this documentation consists of only two file folders, it provides an excellent overview of the Korean Conflict.
The draft version of the Cagle and Manson manuscript, "The American Navy in the Korean War," is subdivided into Book I and Book II. It includes handwritten comments and annotations relating to the typewritten text. The final version of the manuscript was published under the title, The Sea War in Korea.
The reports and printed material sections of the collection consist of documentation and is comprised of action reports, clippings, and publications, 1950-1956.
A large part of the collection consists of photographs relating to the Korean Conflict, 1950-1953. Subjects of the photographic documentation include Navy Ships, Naval Gunfire Support Bombardment Damage, UN Blockading and Escort Force Staff and Flagships, U.S. Flag Officers and VIPs, U.S. Marine Corps Forces, Navy Forces Ashore, Posed Carrier Settings, Navy TACAIR Operations/Bomb Damage/Reconnaissance, Navy Construction Battalion Personnel, Inchon Landing, UN/Combined Forces, Navy Underwater Demolition Team, U.S. Army Forces, and Korean Civilians.
The final section is dictaphone tapes of interviews between Cagle or Manson and participants in the Korean Conflict. Unfortunately, the collection does not include transcripts of those tapes and the Operational Archives does not have the equipment to listen to the original tapes.
Box and Folder Listing
Box 1
SERIES I: Correspondence, 1952-1956

1. U.S. Naval Institute Correspondence relating to Cagle and Manson's history of U.S. Navy operations in Korean hostilities, 1954-1955

2. Incoming Correspondence relating to Korean History, July-September 1955

3. Incoming Correspondence relating to Korean History, October 1955-January 1956

4. Incoming Correspondence relating to Korean History, February 1956

5. Incoming Correspondence relating to Korean History, March 1956

6. Incoming Correspondence relating to Korean History, April-June 1956

7. Outgoing Correspondence relating to Korean History, July 1955-February 1956

8. Outgoing Correspondence relating to Korean History, March-July 1956

9. Letters to Cagle and Manson relating personal accounts, undated and 1950-1952 and 1954

SERIES II: Source Material on Korean Conflict, undated and 1947-1956

10. Source Material on Korean Conflict, undated

11. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 10 March 1947-30 June 1950

12. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 1-27 July 1950

13. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 1 August-30 September 1950

14. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 1-14 October 1950

15. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 15-28 October 1950
Box 2

SERIES II: Source Material on Korean Conflict, undated and 1947-1956 (continued)

1. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 1 November-26 December 1950

2. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 18 January-14 November 1951

3. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 28 February 1952-18 August 1953

4. Source Material on Korean Conflict, 11 January 1955-12 July 1956

5. Background Material on Korean Conflict ("The Sea War in Korea"), undated and 1951

SERIES III: Chronologies and Summaries

6. Chronological Summary covering period 5 July 1950-18 December 1952

7. Summary of Naval Operations in Korea covering period 25 June 1950-25 June 1952
Box 3

SERIES IV: Writings (Manuscript)

1. Manuscript, "The American Navy in the Korean War" [DRAFT], Book I

2. Manuscript, "The American Navy in the Korean War" [DRAFT], Book I

3. Manuscript, "The American Navy in the Korean War" [DRAFT], Book II

4. Manuscript, "The American Navy in the Korean War" [DRAFT], Book II
Box 4

SERIES V: Reports, 1950-ca. 1952

1. Commander Joint Task Force 7 and Commander Seventh Fleet, Wonsan Report, October 1950

2. Report of Landing Operation (night of 11-12 July 1950), 13 July 1950

3. UN Naval Surface Missions/Report of Naval Surface Operations in Korea, July 1951-June 1952

4. British Commonwealth Naval Operations in Korea, Part IV, November 1951-June 1952

SERIES VI: Printed Material (Articles/Clippings and Publications), 1950-1955

5. Article (commentary) from The Washington Post, ca. June/July 1951

6. Clipping from U.S. News and World Report, "Memo from the Big MO," January 1953

7. Article from The Elk's Magazine, "Big MO Fights Back," February 1953

8. Clipping from The New York Times, "List of Chinese Communist Attacks Cited by U.S. Delegation to U.N.," September 1954

9. Dept. of State Bulletin, "Crisis in Asia-An Examination of U.S. Policy," January 1950

10. Dept. of State Report, "Action in Korea Under Unified Command," July 1950

11. Narrative, "World Cruise....U.S.S. D. H. FOX DD-779, 22 January-19 August 1952," by ENS Frederic Stoessel, USNR

12. Publication, "How the United Nations met the challenge of Korea," August 1953

13. Congressional Publication, "The United States and the Korean Problem," August 1953

14. Publication of United Nations Dept. of Public Information, “The Question of Korea (19501953)," March 1954

15. Publication, "Korean Report," Vol. II, 1952-1953, A Summary of Governmental Activities and Progress, April 1955

SERIES VII: Photographs, 1950-1953

16. Korean Conflict - Navy Ships July 1950 - June 1952 - Candid and posed photography of ships having participated in operations associated with the Korean conflict and shipboard scenes underway and in port.

17. Korean Conflict - Navy Ships July 1950 - June 1952 - Candid and posed photography of ships having participated in operations associated with the Korean conflict and shipboard scenes underway and in port.

18. Korean Conflict - Naval Gunfire Support Bombardment Damage - September – October 1950 - Damage at Inchon and vicinity from naval gunfire.

19. Korean Conflict - United Nations Blockading and Escort Force Staff and Flagships – July 1950 - April 1951 - Mostly posed photography of RADM Allan Smith, USN, United Nations Blockading and Escort Force Commander and members of his staff or crew of USS Prairie or USS Dixie, force flag ships.

20. Korean Conflict - US Flag Officer and VIP Subjects - July 1950 - December 1952 – Posed and candid photography of flag and general officers with civilian dignitaries including Secretary of the Army, President of Republic of Korea, Cardinal Spellman, Senator Magnuson, et al.

21. Korean Conflict - USMC Forces - October 1950 - July 1951

22. Pre-Korean Conflict - Secretary of Defense Visit to Japan - June 1950 - Posed and candid photography of Louis Johnson's visit to Japan accompanied by General Omar Bradley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
Box 5

SERIES VII: Photographs, 1950-1953 (continued)

1. Korean Conflict - Navy Forces Ashore - ca. September - October 1950 - Candid and posed photography of various Naval personnel ashore in Korea

2. Korean Conflict - Posed Carrier Settings - July 1950 - April 1951 - Posed photography of various naval personnel taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

3. Korean Conflict - Posed Carrier Settings - July 1950 - April 1951 - Posed photography of various naval personnel taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

4. Korean Conflict - Posed Carrier Settings - July 1950 - April 1951 - Posed photography of various naval personnel taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

5. Korean Conflict - Navy TACAIR Operations July 1950 - August 1952 - Mostly candid photography taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Antietam, USS Philippine Sea, USS Leyte, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus, or taken of their aircraft while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

6. Korean Conflict - Navy TACAIR Operations July 1950 - August 1952 - Mostly candid photography taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Antietam, USS Philippine Sea, USS Leyte, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus, or taken of their aircraft while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

7. Korean Conflict - Navy TACAIR Operations July 1950 - August 1952 - Mostly candid photography taken aboard USS Boxer, USS Antietam, USS Philippine Sea, USS Leyte, USS Valley Forge, HMS Theseus, or taken of their aircraft while operating in Korean waters as part of Task Force 77

8. Korean Conflict - Navy Construction Battalion Personnel - September 1950 – Candid photography of construction battalion personnel taken on Womie Do during the Inchon amphibious landing at Inchon Korea

9. Korean Conflict - Inchon Landing - September 1950 - Photography and charts of September 1950 Inchon landing used in a publication or briefings on the subject. Photography may be reconnaissance imagery used in pre-invasion planning

10. Korean Conflict - Navy TACAIR Bomb Damage/Reconnaissance - ca. 1950 - 1952 – Air reconnaissance photography of potential targets, targets under attack and post-attack damage in Korea. Sites include harbor facilities and inland military and transportation facilities
11. Korean Conflict - U.N./Combined Forces - July 1950 - July 1952 -Candid and posed photography of United Nations combined forces personnel and ships participating in the UN Blockading and Escort Force. Nations represented in these photographs, besides US, include: United Kingdom, Argentina, Canada, New Zealand, Thailand, Columbia, Netherlands, and Republic of Korea

12. Korean Conflict - U.N./Combined Forces - July 1950 - July 1952 -Candid and posed photography of United Nations combined forces personnel and ships participating in the UN Blockading and Escort Force. Nations represented in these photographs, besides US, include: United Kingdom, Argentina, Canada, New Zealand, Thailand, Columbia, Netherlands, and Republic of Korea

13. Korean Conflict - U.N./Combined Forces - July 1950 - July 1952 -Candid and posed photography of United Nations combined forces personnel and ships participating in the UN Blockading and Escort Force. Nations represented in these photographs, besides US, include: United Kingdom, Argentina, Canada, New Zealand, Thailand, Columbia, Netherlands, and Republic of Korea

14. Korean Conflict - Dutch Naval Vessels - U.N./Combined Forces - ca. 1950

15. Korean Conflict - Navy Underwater Demolition Team - October 1950 - Candid and posed photography of Navy UDT personnel involved in reconnoitering and clearing mines from Wonson Harbor

16. Korean Conflict - US Army Subjects - August 1950 - April 1951 - Candid photography of Army subjects including the forward naval gunfire support targeteers from 8th Army Artillery Section, troops boarding a troopship, troops in trucks in Sasebo, Japan and the communications hut on Wake Island which was the meeting place for President Truman and General MacArthur 17. Korean Conflict - Korean Civilians - February 1951
Box 6

SERIES VIII: Sound Recordings, 1954-1956

Dictaphone Tapes of Interviews of Participants in the Korean Conflict

1. Interview with Betts [?] re: MIG Incident

2. Interview with ADM J. J. Clark

3. Interview with ADM J. J. Clark

4. Interview with LT James, Lampe, March 1956, re: East Coast Islands

5. Interview with CDR Kelly

6. Interview with CDR E. B. Myers, 8 March 1956, re: Minesweeping

7. Struble Comments on Korean Conflict

8. Interview with CDR Thede, 21 March 1956

9. Interview with GEN Van Fleet, 28 February 1956

10. Communists wanted Truce, "The Price of Peace," 24 June 1951

11. Ground Fighting of late 1950 and early 1951 - CDR Cagle "Operation Thunderbolt" and "Operation Killer"

12. Summarized Report #1, 25 June 1950-9 July 1950, Hr F02 F:E/296024 of 4 November 1950

13. Unidentified
Note by Archivist Barbara A. Gilmore dated 20 June 1961:
The below listed documents were Screened from the Cagle/Manson Papers on Korea for inclusion in OP-09B92 Korea Report File:

E. Grant letter report of FAW 1 operations from Taiwan (dated 26 Apr 51) CAG 11 no ser and no date Report of death in action of CDR R.W.Voge1 USN(19 Aug 50)

ENS. J. Harris USN letter report of V~55 action 29 August 1950

Mich" letter report of Formosa .Air Patrol Operations (dated 29 Jan 51)

LCOL R. S. Emmerich letter report of Third ROK Division (dated 15 Dec 50)

1st LT W.S. Harrison letter report of Command Support of Inchon (dated 12 Dec 51)

LTJG C. O. Jones USN statement of 25 Sep 50 Helicopter Rescue effort(dtd. 27 Sep 50)

CDR J.V. Noel Jr. USN informal report of inception of Korean War (thru Inchon)

LGEN PAIK SUN YUP, ROX Army letter report of Truce Negotiations (dtd. 12 Sep 52)
The below listed documents were Screened from the Cagle/Manson Papers on Korea for inclusion in OP-09B92 Command File Post-1 January 1946:

CNO(OP-2O) ser 009S8P20 of 14 Nov 50 Communications during Korean Operations

F1tActYokosuka ser 0150 of 18 Apr 51 “What it is and What it does"

ALUSNA, TAIPEH, TAI'!IAN ser 0052 of 3 Oct 50 "CHICOM Junk Tactics"

The Royal Australian Navy in the Korean War

The Royal New Zealand Navy in the Korean War

Colombia Naval Attache fwd of ARC ALMIRANTE PADILLA 30 Apr 51-Jan 52 operations in Korea War in Spanish Language

Colombia Naval Attache fwd of ARC ALMIRANTE PADILLA 4 Dec 54-20 Dec 55 operations in Korea War in Spanish Language
