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Scope and Content Notes
The collection comprises the historical documentation gathered by the Operational Archives in response to the 1967-1968 requests for information on the Gulf of Tonkin Incidents of August 1964 by Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations. The bulk of the material dates from 1964 and 1968.
The collection was originally stored in filing cabinet drawers. In 1991 it was processed and placed into acid free folders and boxes for preservation. Because this collection was "created" from many sources and contained a variety of records, it presented an arrangement challenge. The collection is arranged into eight broad categories (series) of records: Miscellaneous Subject Files; Congressional Hearings; Printed Material; Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material; Logs; Message Traffic; Charts and Maps; and Photographic Material.
The subject files contain information on the Desoto Patrol, Operation Plan 34A, USS MADDOX (DD-73 1) and USS TURNER JOY (DD-95 1). Types of documentation in these files include action reports, chronologies, statements of MADDOX and TURNER JOY crew members.
The Congressional Hearings Files include correspondence and memoranda for the record relating to providing the Foreign Relations Committee with information and materials on the incidents in the Gulf of Tonkin during 1967 and 1968. It also includes briefing material for testimony before the Committee and copies of the Congressional Record.
Media reaction is documented in the Printed Material Files which contain newspaper clippings, press statements, and news releases relating to the Tonkin Gulf Incidents in 1964 and the hearings in 1967 and 1968. There is also a file on "Availability of Information to Public." 

Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material are an extensive list of documentation relating to the Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 August 1964. The unclassified index is of the material contained in the record of the 20 February 1968 hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with former Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNarnara testifying. The classified index is of the classified material stored in the Naval History Division Classified Archives (Operational Archives Branch).
The message traffic held in this collection provides extensive coverage of the Desoto Patrol and the Tonkin Gulf Incidents for period July-August 1964. It includes messages by U.S. Naval Communication Station Philippines concerning PT attacks on MADDOX and TURNER JOY. There is also a message chronology for August 1964 and a list of weather messages.
The files containing extracts from Deck Logs, Sonar Logs, CIC and Quartermaster Logs from USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY for -the period 1 July through 7 August 1964 complement the track charts and DRTs (Dead Reckoning Tracer Charts) held in the collection.
The photographic material is the last category of documentation in this collection. The photographs pictorially document the Tonkin Gulf Incident.
Historical Notes

The bulk of the Tonkin Gulf Collection comprises historical materials culled from various official records collections held in the Operational Archives Branch (Naval History Division Classified Archives). Staff in the Archives "created" this collection in response to the 1967-1968 requests for documentation relating to the Gulf of Tonkin Incidents of August 1964 by Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations.
To ensure that the provenance of the original documentation was retained, the selected documents were photocopied and then returned to their original place in the appropriate records collection. Therefore, much of the material in this collection consists of photocopies of varying quality. After 1968, items (especially clippings and articles) were added from time to time as they came to the attention of the staff.
Even though this collection was "artificially" created, it is of great use to historians because historical documentation relating to the Tonkin Gulf Incidents (originally held in many collections) was made available in one place. These materials were used by Edward J. Marolda and Oscar P. Fitzgerald, Naval Historical Center historians, for the second volume of the official history of the Vietnam War, The United States Navy and the Vietnam Conflict: From Military Assistance to Combat. 1959- 1965.

Other collections held in the Operational Archives which are useful for research on naval operations during the Vietnam Conflict include: the Post 1946 Command, Report, and Plan Files; Records of the Immediate Office of the Chief of Naval Operations; Seventh Fleet Provenance; Records of Naval Forces, Vietnam; and the Records of the Naval Advisory Group, Vietnam. The Operational Archives also holds the microfilmed message traffic of the Pacific Command, the Pacific Fleet, and Naval Forces, Vietnam, for this period.
To supplement the official records, the papers of a number of key naval leaders and interviews with a number of naval officers who participated in the Southeast Asian Conflict are available in the Personal Papers and Oral History Collections of the Operational Archives.
Historical Background.

Measures approved by the Administration and implemented by the U.S. Navy during the years 1962-through the first months of 1964 provide the context for the Gulf of Tonkin Incidents of August 1964 involving USS MADDOX (DD-731) and USS TURNER JOY (DD-951).
In early 1962, Commander U.S. Seventh Fleet, with Joint Chiefs of Staff approval, initiated destroyer surveillance patrols in international waters off the Chinese mainland. The purpose of the operation, designated Desoto Patrol, was to collect intelligence concerning Chinese Communist electronic and naval activity, establish and maintain U.S. Seventh Fleet presence in the area, and serve as a minor cold war irritant to the Chinese Communists.
In mid-April 1962 the USS DE HAVEN (DD-727) initiated the first Desoto Patrol along the northern coastline of the Peoples Republic of China. Desoto Patrols continued in 1963 along the coastlines of the Peoples Republic of China, USSR, Indonesia and North Vietnam without major incident. In late February and early March of 1964, USS JOHN R. CRAIG (DD-885) patrolled the Gulf of Tonkin while another destroyer remained at the southern entrance to the Gulf to provide support in the event of an incident. The JOHN R. CRAIG was the first Desoto Patrol authorized to approach closer than 20 miles to the Peoples Republic of China.
Plans for intensified covert action against Hanoi were under review at the highest levels of the administration for most of 1963. On 16 January 1964 President Johnson approved implementation (to begin on 1 February) of Operation Plan 34. The Special Operations Group--established on 24 January 1964 at Headquarters, Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV)--exercised operational control from Saigon of 34A activities, including maritime operations. Maritime operations (MAROPS) against the Democratic Republic of Vietnam consisted of raids on facilities, coastal patrol craft and fishing junks, bombardment of shore installations, and long range probes.
For more information on this period see Volume II of The United States Navy and the Vietnam

Conflict: From Military Assistance to Combat, 1959-1965 by Edward J. Marolda and Oscar P.

Fitzgerald.

Box and Folder List.
Box 1

SERIES I: Miscellaneous Subject Files, 1964

1. Overview of Gulf of Tonkin Incident

2. Desoto Patrol - Origins and OPLAN 34A Development

3. Action Reports - USS TURNER JOY, 11 Sep 1964- 11 Jan 1965

4. Action Reports - USS MADDOX, 24-25 Aug 1964

5. Action Reports - Desoto Patrol, Sep 1964

6. Chronology - Desoto Patrol, 17-19 Sep 1964
7. Chronology - Executive Message, 4 Aug 1964

8. Chronology - Commander Destroyer Division 192 (COMDESDIV- 192), 13 Jul-8 Aug 1964
9. Chronology - COMDESDIV- 192, 13 Jul-8 Aug 1964
10. Chronology - Pierce Arrow Strikes, Aug 1964
11. Chronology - Composite Diary
12. Diary/Chronology - Tonkin Gulf, 1962-1064
13. Claims - Territorial Waters, 1965-1968
14. Ordnance Performance/Sonar and Weather Conditions -Tonkin Gulf, Sep 1964

15. Summary - Electronic/Communications - Desoto Patrol, 21-22 Sep 1964

16. Desoto Patrol - Cruise Narrative Report, Chronology, Action Report, Jul-Aug 1964

17. Statements of Crew of USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY, 20 Feb 1968
18. Statements of Crew of USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY, Aug-Sep 1964
19. Statements of Crew of USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY, Aug 1964
20. Proof of Attack - Statements and Summary, 4 Aug 1964

21. Desoto Patrol - Miscellaneous Documentation, Sep 1964
Box 2

SERIES 11: Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 1964-1970

1. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 1964-1967
2. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 17 Oct 1967
3. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 6 Nov 1967
4. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 24 Nov 1967
5. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 10 Oct-18 Dec 1967
6. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 22 Dec 1967
7. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 6-17 Nov 1967
8. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 1967
9. Correspondence - Senator J. W. Fulbright, Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate, 6 Sep 1967-29 May 1968
10. Correspondence – Congressional, 28 Dec 1967-20 Mar 1968nal

11. Correspondence - Miscellaneous, 1964- 1968
Box 3

SERIES II: Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 1964-1970

1. Privacy Act

2. Privacy Act
3. Privacy Act
4. Memos for the Record - USS MADDOX/USS TURNER JOY, 14 Aug 1964-6 Feb 1968

5. Memos for the Record - Desoto Patrol, 13 Aug 1964-2 Feb 1968 
6. Memos - Replies to Queries/Comments, Jan-Dec 1968 
7. Memos - Miscellaneous, 1964- 1969

8. Inventory of Tonkin Gulf Files (incomplete)
9. Bibliography on Vietnam War

10. Miscellaneous Notes
11. Receipts and Forms, 1964-1968
Box 4

SERIES 11: Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 1964-1970 (continued)

1. Hearing - Joint Hearing before the Committee of Foreign Relations and the Committee on Armed Services, 6 Aug 1964
2. Senate Hearing before the Committee on Foreign Relations, The Gulf of Tonkin, The 1964 Incidents, 20 Feb 1968 (several copies)

3. Senate Hearing - Senate-Draft #3-A. A. Kerr, 10 Feb 1968

4. Senate Hearing before the Committee on Armed Services, Nomination of ADM Thomas H. Moorer, USN, to be Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, 4-5 Jun 1970

5. Senate Hearing - Committee of Foreign Relations-Paul Nitze Testimony, 14 Mar 1968
6. Briefing Material - Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet, 27 Dec 1967
7. Briefing Material - Proposed for ASD (ISA) in Discussing Attacks on USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY on 2 and 4 Aug 1964 with Mr. Bundy, Assistant Secretary of State, East Asia and Pacific,5 Dec 1967
8. Congressional Record Extracts - Senate, 21 Feb-22 Mar 1968

9. Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense on "Evidence of the Attack on the USS MADDOX and TURNER JOY" from Lieutenant General David Burchinal, USAF, Director, Joint Staff, 7 Aug 1964

10. Fact Sheets - Gulf of Tonkin Incidents, Aug 1964

11. Tonkin Gulf Incidents of 2-4 Aug 1964 Index of 20 Feb 1968 Hearing before the Committee on Foreign Relations, U.S. Senate with Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara

12. Hearings – Miscellaneous
Box 5

SERIES III: Printed Material/Media Coverage, 1964-1984 [1964-19681

1. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, undated

2. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, 1964-1 965

3. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, 1967

4. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, 1967

5. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, Jan 1968

6. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, Feb 1968

7. Clippings/Press Statements/News Releases, Mar-Dec 1968

8. Book Extracts/Articles, 1968, 1975 and 1984

9. Correspondence relating to Availability of Information to Public, 1967- 1968
Box 6

SERIES IV: Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Tonkin Gulf Material, 1960-1967 [1964]
1. Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material, Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 Aug 1964 (through TAB J)

2. Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material, Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 Aug 1964 (TAB K)

3. Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material, Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 Aug 1964 (Talking Paper for CJCS through Enclosure 5)
4. Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material, Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 Aug 1964 (Includes possible questions, a listing of Tonkin Gulf Files held in Naval History Division Classified Archives, an Index of 10 Feb 1968 Hearings before the Committee on Foreign Relations, and an Index of Information contained in Messages, Action Reports and Master Chronology relating to Tonkin Gulf Incidents.)

5. Indexes of Classified and Unclassified Material, Tonkin Gulf Incident 2-4 Aug 1964 (Includes possible questions, a listing of Tonkin Gulf Files held in Naval History Division Classified Archives, an Index of 10 Feb 1968 Hearings before the Committee on Foreign Relations, and an Index of Information contained in Messages, Action Reports and Master Chronology relating to Tonkin Gulf Incidents.)

6. Combined Military Interrogation Center Special Reports (North Vietnamese Navy), 1960-1967
Box 7

SERIES V: Logs, 1962-1965 [1964]
1. Logs - USS MADDOX, 1 Jul-6 Aug 1964

2. Logs - USS TURNER JOY, 1-6 Aug 1964

3. Log Extracts (Includes Summary of material contained in deck logs of MADDOX from 25 Jul to 1 Aug 1964, Sonar Operations Log of MADDOX for 4 Aug 1964, List of Sonarmen attached to MADDOX and TURNER JOY on 4 Aug 1964, Sonar Operations Log/Repair and Maintenance Log of MADDOX, and entries in Quartermaster's Notebooks/CIC logs of MADDOX and TURNER JOY.)

4. Sonar Operations Log [MADDOX], 3 Aug 1964-1 Mar 1965 and Sonar Maintenance Log [MADDOX], 26 Jul 1962-Oct 1964

5. Log Extracts - MADDOX, 1 -6 Aug 1964

6. Log Extracts -TURNER JOY, 1-7 Aug 1964

7. Log Negatives - MADDOX and TURNER JOY, Aug 1964
8. CIC Log – MADDOX, 1-7 Aug 1964

9. CIC Log – TURNER JOY, 1-7 Aug 1965
Box 8

SERIES VI: Messages, 1964-1966

1. Message Chronology, Aug 1964

2. Messages - Desoto Patrol, Sep 1964

3. Messages - Desoto Patrol, Oct 1964-Feb 1965 
4. Messages - Desoto Patrol, Jul 1964-Jul 1966

5. Message Traffic Analysis, 23 Jun 1965

6. Messages Disclosed by SECDEF McNamara and Senator Morse during Hearings before the Senate Foreign Relation Committee in Feb, 22 Mar 1968

7. Messages - 4 Aug 1964 messages by U.S. Naval Communication Station Philippines concerning PT attacks on USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY

8. Inventory of U.S. Naval Communication Station Philippines Messages Attached (All messages are Aug 1964)

9. Messages (Original from OP-002)

10. Messages - TS List, 1964-1965
11. Messages - Combat Activity and Follow Up, Aug 1964

**ARCHIVIST'S NOTE - [Many messages in this file need to be copied for preservation]

12. Messages Lists (Includes List of Weather Messages, Desoto File Log, Inventory of Messages relating to Tonkin Incident for period Jul-Aug 1964)

13. Messages - Verification of Attack, Aug 1964

14. Messages Delivered to Senate Foreign Relations Committee on 17 Oct 1967

15. Messages Delivered to Senate Foreign Relations Committee (Senator J. W. Fulbright)
Box 9

SERIES VI: Messages, 1964-1966 (continued)
1. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident-Inventory of Messages

2. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident, 6 Feb 1963-1 Aug 1964

3. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident (Messages numbered K1 -K65), 15 Jul-8 Aug 1964

4. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident (Messages numbered 71A-99), 4 Aug 1964

5. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident (Communications Traffic), 1964 and 1967

6. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident (Communications Traffic), 1964

7. Messages Relating to Aug 1964 Tonkin Gulf Incident (Messages located in the Classified Archives by CDR J. I. Moore in Jan 1969)
Box 10

SERIES VII: Track Charts/DRTs (Dead Reckoning Tracer Charts)/Maps, ca. 1964

1. DRT - USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY - Composite Track Chart of Desoto Patrol Engagement, 4 Aug 1964

2. DRT (copy) - MADDOX and TURNER JOY Action Off North Vietnam on 4 Aug 1964

3. Track Charts and Transparencies - MADDOX and TURNER JOY and DRT (copy) -MADDOX, 2 Aug 1964

4. Release of MADDOX and TURNER JOY Tracks for Gulf of Tonkin Incident 31 Jul-4 Aug 1964 (copies and transparencies of DRTs and Tracks)

5. Track Charts (copies and transparencies ) of Tonkin Gulf Incident and Desoto Patrol Area (Includes a drawing of U. S. Naval Communication Station Philippines, Composite Track of USS MORTON (DD-948) and USS EDWARDS (DD-950.)

6. Map of South China Sea - Mui Da Nang to Shen-Ch'uan (from various sources to 1966)

7. Maps of North Laos & North Vietnam and Joint Operations Graphic (Ground)

NOTE: See also under OVERSIZE for additional DRTs.
Box 11

SERIES VIII: Photographic Material, 1964-1979 [I964]
1. Correspondence relating to Photographs, 1964- 1979

2. Photographs - PT boats (North Vietnam)?

3. Photographs - PT boats (North Vietnam)?

4. Photographs - North Vietnam, 31 July 1964

5, Photographs - Gulf of Tonkin Incident - Bullet Holes, 2 Aug 1964

6. Photos - Tonkin Gulf Incident, 2 Aug 1964 (Captions on Back of Photographs)

7. Photos - Tonkin Gulf Incident, 2 Aug 1964 (No Captions)

8. Negatives
Box 12 OVERSIZE (TUBE)

1. Two large DRTs (Dead Reckoning Tracer Charts) for USS TURNER JOY

2. Five small (DRTs) for USS MADDOX and USS TURNER JOY

