Archives Branch

Naval History and Heritage Command

805 Kidder Breese Street, SE

Washington Navy Yard, DC 20374-5060

Processor: Roy Grossnick (Updated June 2011) and original collection processed by Martha Crawley and YNSA Suzanne Morgan (September 1980).
Navy Nurse Corps, Office of the Director
COLL/106
Creator: Director, Navy Nurse Corps
Extent:   41 boxes
               13.7 cubic feet
Date Range: 1881-1983
Classification: Collection had a Kyl-Lott Review in October 2006 and all records were declassified in full.
Access: Open.
Scope and Content Notes
The records of the Director's Office, Navy Nurse Corps, were transferred by the Corps to the Operational Archives in 1980 along with a group of artifacts and photographs deposited in the Curator Branch of the Naval Historical Center. The documents have been in the immediate office of the Director of the Corps since its inception in 1908. They include the files of the superintendents, who were:

Esther V. Hasson, 1908 - 1911

Lenah S. Higbee, 1911 - 1922

J. Beatrice Bowman, 1922 - 1935

Myn Hoffman, 1935 - 1938

Virginia Rau, acting superintendent, Oct 1938 - Jan 1939

Captain Sue S. Dauser, 1939 - 1945

Captain Nellie Jane DeWitt, 1945 - 1950 (first director of the Corps as a permanent staff corps)

Captain Winnie Gibson,1950 - 1954

Captain W. Leona Jackson, 1954 - 1958

Captain Ruth A. Houghton Tayloe, 1958 - 1962

Captain Ruth A. Erickson, 1962-1966

Captain Veronica M. Bulshefski, 1966 - 1970

Rear Admiral Alene B. Duerk, 1970 - 1975

Rear Admiral Maxine Conder, 1975 - 1979

Rear Admiral Frances T. Shea, 1979 - present
Many of these documents were created or compiled in cooperation with the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery command history project undertaken at the end of World War II.
The first series consists of the personal papers of J. Beatrice Bowman, the third Navy Nurse Corps Superintendent. These files include correspondence and related items covering her entire career, including a few personal items from 1881 and 1883. Notable is the correspondence with Lenah Higbee, Miss Bowman's predecessor as Superintendent. Many of the folders in the other two series supplement these personal papers.
Series II consists of statistical notebooks and daybooks from 1908 - 1977, which list the names and numbers of candidates and nurses appointed and in classes.
Series III is an alphabetically arranged subject file which includes official correspondence; reports, articles, and newspaper clippings compiled at NNC headquarters. Procurement and recruiting were of major importance to this office, and seem to be the impetus behind the creation of much of this subject file. Topics of concern were rank and benefits, uniforms, education, and legislation. The Miscellaneous Articles folders contain numerous articles and papers on the Corps and on the experiences of its nurses. In some cases, duplicates of this material also appear under subject headings. A detailed description of the Superintendent's office during World War II is included in this series.
Related collections are the Records of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, located at the U. S. National Archives, and the Records of the Chief of Personnel for Women, located in this branch. The Administrative history of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery entitled "The United States Navy Medical Department at War, 1941 - 1945" (2 vo1s) Washington, 1946, narrates the activities of the Navy Nurse Corps in World War II. Dermott V. Hickey's "The First Ladies in the Navy: A History of the Navy Nurse Corps, 1908 - 1939," (George Washington University MA thesis, submitted June, 1963) covers the Corps' origins through the pre-war period.
Historical Notes

The Navy Nurse Corps was authorized by Congress on 13 May 1908, after several years of legislative effort by naval officials. Patterned after the Army Nurse Corps, the NNC consisted of a Superintendent in charge of twenty nurses, called the "Sacred Twenty". Within several years, Navy nurses, were being sent overseas to Cuba, the Philippines, Guam, Hawaii, Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Yokohama, where they worked in naval hospitals and established training schools for native women. By the eve of the American entry into World War I they numbered 446.
During the First World  War, they served in hospitals in the U. S. and in Europe, and on board troop ships and hospital ships" with several nurses winning the Navy Cross for heroism. The 1,386 wartime nurses were gradually reduced after the armistice to about 500 by 1928.
During the inter-war years, the Navy Nurse Corps developed professionally through a continuing education program begun in 1922, and nurses shared their knowledge by training hospital corpsmen. They kept in close contact with the civilian nursing profession and kept abreast of the progress made in nursing techniques.
In 1939, with war on the horizon, the Naval Reserve Act authorized the recruitment of women into the Reserve Nurse Corps to supplement the small regular contingent of nurses. Many of the regulars were located at Pearl Harbor, and in the Pacific islands when the Japanese attacked on December 7, 1941. Sixteen Navy nurses became prisoners of war when the Philippines and Guam fell to the Japanese.
Throughout the war, more than 11,000 Navy Nurses, both regular and reserves, served in the U. S. and in combat areas. The Corps was reduced at the end of the war, only to be expanded again in 1950. Reserve nurses who had served in World War II were recalled, and by 1951, 3,238 Nurse Corps officers were on active duty, in three hospital ships, in troop ships, in U. S. and overseas hospitals, and in medical evacuation planes. Several lost their lives in duty related accidents during this war.
By the time of the Vietnam war, there was again a need for increased numbers of nurses. In 1966 the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery requested a Selective Service call for 200 nurses from the civilian establishment. During this conflict, the nurses served in hospital ships located in forward areas, and as flight nurses for evacuation aircraft.
During all of the major wars of this century, Navy nurses have been decorated for valor and devotion to duty. For further information on the history of the Navy Nurse Carps, a chronology outline through 1986 is attached at the of this finding aid.
Box and Folder Listing
BOX 1

SERIES I: Papers of Josephine Beatrice Bowman, 1881-1965 (chiefly 1914-1938), arranged alphabetically.

1. Correspondence (8 folders)


1. 1903, 1908, 1910, 1911


2. 1914-1915


3. 1918 (letters to and from Lenah Higbee)


4. 1919 (letters to and from Lenah Higbee)


5. 1920-1921 (letters to and from Lenah Higbee)


6. 1922 -1925


7. 1930 -1938


8. 1930's n.d.

8a. Folder containing 3 NNC related documents



a. 8-25-92 note



b. Mary Moffett transcript of naval service



c. NNC regulations/instructions 1909
2. Cards, Telegrams, etc.

3. Certificate, 1883 and Horoscope, 1881

4. Financial Papers (3 Folders)
BOX 2

5. Guestbook (a log of visitors to Miss Bowman's home (called Echo's Ledge) in Pennsylvania 1931-1965)

6. Higbee, Lenah S. (paper, "Nursing As It Relates To The War," read to American Nurses Association, May 1918.

7. Miscellaneous (includes articles, notes on Navy Nursing, photographs, and other items)

8. Orders, Travel, Pay (includes those papers for her entire career, 1908-1935)

9. Poetry, Newspaper Clippings

BOX 3

SERIES II: Lists and Daybooks, 1908-1977.

1. List of:

1. Candidates Processed, 1958-1969


2. Candidates, 1971-1974


3. Direct Appointments, 1946-1962


4. Direct Appointments, 1963-1970


5. Indoctrination Classes, 1946-1955


6. Indoctrination Classes, 1956-1967


7. Indoctrination Classes, 1971-1977
BOX 4

2. Daybooks:


1. 1908-1930


2. 1930-1943


3. May 1943-Feb 1944


4. July 1939-Dec 1941


5. Jan 1942-Sept 1945
BOX 5

3. "Permanent Daybook," 1944-1951
BOX 6

4. "Permanent Daybook," 1952-1957
BOX 7

5. "Permanent Daybook," 1958-1964
BOX 7A

6. Retirement Lists, 1955-1962 (BUPERS lists, with NNC retirees underlined in red)
BOX 7B

7. Retirement Lists, 1955-1962 (BUPERS lists, with NNC retirees underlined in red)
BOX 7C

8. Retirement Lists, 1955~1962 (BUPERS lists, with NNC retirees underlined in red)
BOX 8

SERIES III: Subject Files, 1888-1978. See also SERIES VI: Subject Files, 1908-1983. SERIES VI is a later addition to the collection.

1. Ad Hoc Panel to Review and Report upon the Utilization of Nurse Corps (1955-1960)

2. Advisory Board Meetings (1931-1944)---Concerns education.

3. Applications for Directorship (1903-1908)

4. Army-Navy Nurse Corps Bill (1945-1947)---Includes correspondence and proposed drafts of the bill.

5. American Nurses' Association. Meeting of Task Force on Selective Service Guidelines for Nurses, March 27, 1967 (background information, 1961-1967)

6. Augmentation (1957)

7. Avon Awards (1944-1946)---Chiefly about Laura Cobb, NC, USN who had been a prisoner of war in the Philippines.

8. Awards (12 folders)


1. World War I--Letters of Commendation


2. World I--Navy Cross


3. World War I-- Victory Medal


4. World War II - Civilian POWs, Philippines
BOX 9

8. Awards (12 folders, cont'd)


5. World War II Distinguished Unit Badge


6. World War II - Gold Star in Lieu of 2nd Bronze Star


7. World War II - Letters of Commendation


8. World War II - Philippine Liberation Ribbon


9. World War II - Awards by States


10. Korean War - Commendation Letters and Ribbons


11. Korean War - Navy Unit Commendation


12. World Wars I and II, Korea, Vietnam--Lists of Awards

8a. Bureau of Medicine and Surgery EEO Program, 11 July 1977

8b. Birthday/Anniversary of Nurse Corps Celebrations

8c. Briefings for 323

9. Cadet Nurses (1943-1945) (2 folders)---Includes minutes of meetings of the Federal Nursing Service.

10. Certificates of Appreciation, no date

l0a. Condor, RADM Maxine (1976-1977)

11. Conscientious Objectors--Seventh Day Adventists (1966-1972)

11a. Defense Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (1976)

12. Dietetics (1923-1944)---Correspondence concerning courses in dietetics.

13. Diploma Program Study (1962)
BOX 9A

14. Director of Navy Nurse Corps Conference (1971, 1973) (2 folders)
BOX 10

15. Disasters (1925-1961) (2 folders)---Includes information on the Texas City and Mackinac disasters and on hurricanes.

15a. Education (1973-1975)

16. Establishment of Navy Nurse Corps (1900-1945)---Includes draft of the bill establishing NNC, regulations, and related items.

17. Federal Nursing Service (1949-1950)

17a. Female Personnel Aboard Ships (1978)---Habitability Study and Correspondence.

18. Flags (1952)---Memoranda and design concerning Nurse Corps Banner.

19. Flight Nursing (1942-1970). (4 folders)


1. Air Transport, Nurse Corps


2. Flight Nurses


3. Navy Flight Nursing History


4. Flight Nursing--Brazil
BOX 11

20. Foreign Nursing Services (1944-1948)

21. Grey Medical Advertising, Inc. (1973)

22. Guam (1934-1955)---Includes USN Base Hospital #18 newsletter "The Merrie Anna" during World War II.

23. Haiti (no date)---Includes article on the establishment of a training school for native nurses.

24. President Warren C. Harding (no date, 1961)---Articles on his last illness and death, and on his Alaskan trip.

25. USS HIGBEE (1945, 1965)---Photograph and correspondence concerning the donation of HIGBEE's battle flag to the Navy Nurse Corps.

26. Hungarian Refugees (1957)---Articles, daily account, and memoranda concerning the transport of Hungarian refugees to the U.S. in USS LEROY ELTINCE (TAP 154).

27. Hyperbaric Nursing (1967-1971)---Articles and correspondence concerning the use of a pressurized oxygenated chamber.

28. Inactive Reserve (1940-1972)

29. Indoctrination (1942-1957) (5 folders)---Correspondence, course outlines, and related items on Navy Nurse Corps indoctrination courses; includes indoctrination on the US Naval Hospital, St. Albans, Long Island.
BOX 12

30. Judge Advocate General Decisions (1921-1947)

31. Korea (1950-1968) (2 folders)---Includes photographs and narrative about the US Naval Advisory Croup Det. Dispensary Chinhai, Korea, 1968, written by LCDR Dorothy J. Green, NC, USN.

32. Letters of Complaint (1927-1973)

32a. Lectures and Addresses (ca. 1975)
BOX 13

33. Male Nurses (1942-1977) (3 folders)---Correspondence, articles, drafts, etc; includes information on the Army Nurses' Association Conference on the Status of Men Nurses serving with the Armed Forces, 18 Dec 1943.

34. Marriage Policies (1942-1945)

35. Memorial (1947)---Correspondence concerning a plan to establish a National Nurse Memorial.

36. National Nursing Council (1947-ca. 1949)

37. National Nursing Council for War Service (1944-1947)---Includes information on the shortage of nurses and related matters.

37a. Naval Education and Training Center, Newport, RI (1979)

38. Naval Women Officers School (ca. 1971)---Handbook of student regulations.
BOX 14

39. Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Pin (1967-1968)

40. Navy Nurse Corps History (1924-1947)---Includes memoranda on the BuMed History project and the Nurse Corps contribution.

41. Navy Nurse Corp Officer Program History (1947-1960)

41a. Navy Nurse Corps Seventy-Third Anniversary (1981)

42. Navy Nurse Corps Reserve (no date, 1973-1974)

43. Nuclear Nursing (1958)---Speech by CAPT Ruth A. Houghton welcoming first class of nuclear nursing students.

44. Nurse Draft (1945) ---Articles, editorials, and drafts of bills concerning the draft of nurses into the Army and Navy Nurse Corps.

45. Nurse Training Act of 1964 and 1975

46. Nursing Specialties (ca. 19205-1970)

47. Obituaries (1943-1963)---Includes biographies, obituaries, and lists of nurses who died in the service.

48. Overseas Duty Stations (ca. 1923-1925)---Includes articles by Navy Nurses concerning duty in China, Japan, Pacific Islands, Turkey, and the Virgin Islands.

49. Overseas Units---World War II, Korea (1944-1951)---Includes mention of Pearl Harbor survivors, Bikini Atomic Bomb Tests.
BOX 15

50. Pay and Allowances (1888, 1913-1949) (2 folders) --Includes correspondence and drafts of laws.

51. Personnel Policy Notebook (ca. 1945-1949)---Includes notes on personnel policies throughout the history of NNC, and especially in the post-World War II period.

52. Physical Therapy courses (1931-1937)

53. Polio Therapy Course (1944)

54. Proclamation: Navy Nurse Corps Week, 1978

55. Procurement of Nurses (7 folders)


1. Procurement (1940-1950)


2. Procurement History--Plans and Revisions, 1938 -~935


3. Procurement History--Plans and Revisions, 1945-1954


4. Procurement History--Plans and Revisions, 1955


5. Procurement (1974-1978)
BOX 16

55. Procurement of Nurses (7 folders) (Cont'd)


6. Procurement History---Statistics (1946-1956)


7. Procurement History---Statistics (1964-1969)

56. Promotions (1929-1946)

57. Quarters (1966-1973)

58. Rank/Status (1920-1948)

59. Recruiting (10 folders):


1. Analysis of Recruiting Duty (1959-1960, 1968)---Includes "Investigation of the Nurse Corps Recruiting Program"


2. Recruiting Conferences (1967-1971)


3. Recruiting Program Information (1945-1971)


4. Minority Recruiting (1971)


5. Miscellaneous Articles


6. Pamphlets on NNC (World War II, 1948-1975)---Includes histories of NNC and fact sheets.


7. Guide for Nurse Corps Programs Officers


8. USN Recruiting Service Catalog of Printed Aids


9. Recruiting Manual, 1967-1969


10. USN Recruiting Manual Part D
BOX 17

60. Retirement (1922-1954) (2 folders)

61. Samoa (1913-1964) (2 folders)---Photos and correspondence regarding the training of native nurses and a Ward Procedure Book for the Samoan Hospital.
BOX 18

62. USS SANCTUARY (1966-1976) (3 folders) ---Includes correspondence and related items on the recommissioning of the ship in 1972, and on her service off Vietnam and in other areas; also includes correspondence concerning the assignment of nurses.

63. Schools of Nursing---Canada (1967-1972)

64. Selective Service (1967)---Report of the National Advisory Commission on Selective Service, "In Pursuit of Equity: Who Serves When Not all Serve?" GPO, 1967.

65. Ships (1944-1947)---Newspaper clippings

66. Songs and Poems (ca. 1945-1972)

67. Stations, World War II (1943-1947)
BOX 19

68. Statistics (1908-1951, chiefly 1930-1946) (2 folders)---Concerns Navy Nurse Corps, naval hospitals and stations.

69. Surgeon General's Report (1906-1951). Excerpts regarding the NNC (there is no mention of the Corps in reports for 1933-1936).

70. Travel Allowances (1918-1942)

71. Two, LT Doreen Jean (1971)---Newspaper clippings regarding the forced resignation of LT Two, a WAVE.

72. Uniforms (8 folders) - Includes correspondence, regulations and histories:

1. Flight Nurse Uniform (1944-1951)

2. History of Uniforms

3. Uniform Regulations (1927)

4. Uniform Regulations (1927)

5. Uniform Regulations (1927)
BOX 20

72. Uniforms (8 folder~) (Cont'd)


6. Uniform Regulations---Correspondence (1947-1951)


7. Uniform Regulations---Correspondence (1947-1951)


8. Survey of Nurse Corps Officers re: Uniform Changes, 2 Dec. 1949

73. Virgin Islands (1923-1939)---Correspondence, accounts of nurses' experiences, and related items concerning a training school for native nurses.

73a. Women in the Navy (1970s)---Articles, press releases, and "Report to the Congress: Job Opportunities for Women in the Military, 1976."
SERIES IV: Miscellaneous Published Materials---Books, Articles, Pamphlets See also SERIES VII: Miscellaneous Published Materials---Articles and Clippings. SERIES VII is a later addition to the collection.
1. Miscellaneous Articles (9 folders)---Newspaper and magazine clippings, drafts of articles written by nurses on many topics, biographies, and a small amount of related correspondence. Contents of folders concern many of the subjects listed in Series III and in some cases duplicate

items in those Folders. There are a number of items on World War -II, the nurses who were prisoners of war, and regarding nursing techniques. A general history of the NNC is also included.


1. History---Articles Published


2. History---Articles Published
BOX 21

1. Miscellaneous Articles (Cont'd)


3. History---Articles Published


4. Miscellaneous Articles


5. Miscellaneous Articles


6. Miscellaneous Articles
BOX 22

1. Miscellaneous Articles (Cont'd)


7. Miscellaneous Articles


8. Miscellaneous Articles


9. Miscellaneous Articles

2. Videotape (Color, 28 minutes, 35 seconds), "We All Carne Home: Army and Navy Nurse POWs in World War II."

3. Videotape (Color, 6 minutes, 50 seconds), "The Navy Nurse Corps."

4. Reel to Reel Tape: "Nurses of the Blue and Gold Marching Song," 1976.

5. Cassette Tape: "Ode To The Navy Nurse Corps," 2 February 1982.

6. Yearbook of Modern Nursing, 1956

BOX 23

5. All Hands Issues on Women/Recruiting, 1972-1979

6. All Hands Issues on Women/Recruiting, 1979-1981

7. American Red Cross Annual Report for 1980

8. Army and Navy Nurses in WWII

9. Women in the Armed Forces (1976)

10. Handbook of Hospital Corps, Part 1 of 2

11. Handbook of Hospital Corps, Part 2 of 2

12. History and Heritage of the Veterans Administration Nursing Service, 1930-1980

13 . United States At War 7 Dec. 1942-7 Dec. 1943 oversize box at end of collection)
BOX 24

(Filed Separately in SERIES V: CAPT Elizabeth Feeney's History of the Navy Nurse Corps/Manuscript Collection

1 . CAPT Feeney's History, VOL I (1908-1911), part 1 of 2

2 . CAPT Feeney's History, VOL I (1908-1911), part 2 of 2

3. CAPT Feeney's History, VOL II (1911-1922), part 1 of 2

4. CAPT Feeney's History, VOL II (1911-1922) , part 2 of 2

5. CAPT Feeney's History, VOL III (1922-1935), part 2 of 2

6 . CAPT Feeney's History, VOL VI: Dependents and Navy Nurses, 1909-1925

7. CAPT Feeney's History, VOL VII: Base Hospitals, ARC, WWI (From the National Archives)

8. CAPT Feeney's History, VOL VIII: Guam (1910-1925), Samoa (1910-1920) (From the National Archives)
BOX 25

SERIES VI: Subject Files, 1908-1983. See also SERIES III: Subject Files, 1908-1977. SERIES III is an earlier addition to the collection.

1. American Society for Nursing Service Administrators/Testimony to the National Commission on Nursing, 25 February 1981

2. Associate Degree Program (3 folders)


1. Memorandum for the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health and Environment) regarding the Associate Degree Nurses, 29 June 1971--Includes, related correspondence).


2. References to NLN Accreditation for Nurse Corps Education (1975)


3. A Position Paper, "Associate Detree Nursing Graduates and the Nurse Corps, United States Navy," April 1976

3. Association of Military Surgeons of the U.S. (AMSUS)/Navy Nurse Corps Reserve Section Program (1983)

4. Biographical Data on Nurses

5. BIBLE--Includes statistics on Navy nurses (July 1948-1980)

6. Bonus Benefits (1947-1949)

7. Bureau of Medicine and Surgery Organization Manual, 8 November 1974

8. Chronologies of Navy Nurse Corps History (2 folders) ---Includes coverage from 1811 to 1980.

9. Contingency Execution Team (CET) (1978)

10. Contingency Planning (1975-1976) (2 folders)
BOX 26

11. Diploma School Candidate (DISC) Program (1968)

12. DOD Position of Women in the Military

13. Education and Training (ca. 1970-1983) (10 folders)


1. Correspondence (undated)


2. Correspondence ( 1971-1981)


3. Education System Requirements for Meeting Future Navy Health Care Delivery Demands, Vol. I, January 1970 (pp. 1-174)


4. Education System Requirements for Meeting Future Navy Health Care Delivery Demands, Vol. I, January 1970 (pp. 175-401)
BOX 27

13. Education and Training (ca. 1970-1983) (10 folders) (Cont'd)


5. Position Paper, "Navy Nurse Corps Composition, Procurement and Education," (ca. 1973)


6. Operational Readiness Training (1976-1977)


7. Combat Medicine Training Requirements (1979)


8. Interservice Training Review Organization (1980 and 1982)


9. Career Development Guidelines, June 1982


10. Continuing Education Approval and Recognition Program (CEARP) (1983)

14. Foreign Nursing Schools/Commission on Graduates of Foreign Nursing Schools (1981-1982)

15. Grade Structure/Billet Upgrading (5 folders)


1. Analysis and Justification for Nurse Corps Billet Upgrading


2. Data on Rank Structure


3. Grade Structure Changes


4. Nurse Corps P-Level Billet Analysis, 21 March 1980


5. Brief: Revision of the Grade Structure of the Nurse Corps/Results of the Requirements vs. Inventory Study

16. Health Personnel All Volunteer Task Force (1973)

17. KNOWLES, Marie A., LCDR, NC, USN---Includes correspondence and a booklet relating to her work in Peru.
BOX 28

18. Legislation/Directives (1944-1978) (8 folders)


1. - Directives Pertinent to the Nurse Corps (1944-1949) ---Includes ALNAVS. .


2. HR 16000 Reference


3. U.S. CODE, Title 10/Proposed Amendments


4. Committee Hearings


5. Z-GRAM 66 (Equality)


6. Correspondence (1965-1978)---Relates to Legislation Concerning Women Officer Personnel.


7. Correspondence (1965-1978)---Relates to Legislation Concerning Women Officer Personnel.


8. Correspondence (196S-1978)---Relates to Legislation Concerning Women Officer Personnel.
BOX 29

19. Manpower Requirements (1965-1982) (10 folders)


1. Requirements for Registered Nurses (1965)


2. Requirements for Registered Nurses (1966)


3. Requirements for Registered Nurses (1969)


4. Requirements for Registered Nurses (FY79)


5. Draft Report of Completed Professional Manpower Requirements Forecast in Medical Service/Nursing (1972-1973)


6. Officer Billet Requirement Study (1973)


7. Peacetime/Contingency Personnel Requirements (1977)


8. Manpower Data Requests (1978-1980)


9. SHORSTAMPS /Shore Requirements, Standards and Manpower Planning System (1979-1980)


10. Ship Officer Manpower Requirements (1982)

20. Measurement Plans (1977-1981) (6 folders)


1. Work Center-Staffing Standards-Medical-Anesthesiology, Surgical and Urology Services, March 1977


2. Medical-Mission Area-Provide Laboratory, Radiology, Pharmacy Services, October 1978


3. Medical-Mission Area-Provide Surgical Suite, January 1980
BOX 30

20. Measurement Plans (1977-1981) (6 folders) (Cont'd)


4. Medical-Mission Area-Provide Nursing Services, January 1980


5. Medical-Mission Area-Vol. I-Provide Primary Care, Administrative, Ophthalmology, Otorhinolarynology, Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dermatology, Neurology Services, March 1981

6. Work Center-Staffing Standards-Medical-Orthopaedic Services (undated)

21. Medical Department Orientation (Bureau of Naval Personnel) (1969)

22. Military Sealift Command Medical Support/Ship's Nurse (1977)

23. NAMES (Navy Amphibious Medical Evacuation Simulation) (1976)---Includes Executive Summary and User's Manual.

24. Naval Examining Board (1947-1953) (2 folders)


1. Appointment/Membership on Board (1947-1953)


2. Reports of Naval Examining Board in the Cases of Certain Candidates for Appointment in the Nurse Corps of the U.S. Navy and U.S. Naval Reserve (1949-1953)

25. Navy Health Care Review Committee

26. Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program
BOX 31

27. Navy Nurse Corps Historical Information (Covers 1811-1983) (9 folders)


1. General Histories---Includes brief histories and information on hospital ships, Navy Nurse Corps citations, legislation, opportunities, pay, procurement, training, and utilization.


2. General Histories---Includes brief histories and information on hospital ships, Navy Nurse Corps citations, legislation, opportunities, pay, procurement, training, and utilization.


3. Papers: "White Task Force: The Story of the Nurse Corps United States Navy," undated


4. Papers: "Women in the Navy," by Dermott Vincent Hickey, May 1961


5. Papers: "Female Nurses in American Wars: Helplessness Suspended for the Duration," by Philip A. Kalisch and Margaret Scobey, 1980


6. Papers: Includes "Nursing Prisoners of War," "The Lamp in Uniform" by Patsy E. Ludden; "Courage Needs No Crutch" by Patsy E. Ludden; "Practical Nursing for the Hospital Corpsman" by Elizabeth M. O'Brien; "The History and Development of the Navy Nurse Corps;" "Nursing in the United States Navy;" "We've Reached the Golden Year" by Captain W. Leona Jackson, NC, USN; "Aspects of Differential Promotion of Registered Professional Nurses in the U. S. Navy as Related to Curriculum" by Helen C. Parker; and "Scientific Knowledge Affecting the Utilization of Women in the Services" by Mady Wechsler Segal.


7. Profile-Navy Nurse Corps (FY 1970-1971)


8. Women in the Navy Brief (1976)


9. 'Videotape Script for "Navy Nurse Corps" (1982-1983)
BOX 32

28. Navy Nurse Corps History (3 folders)


1. Correspondence relating to the update of the 1976 history and responses---Includes suggestions of significant dates for inclusion in the updated chronological history.


2. Grant Information


3. Possible Writers of History

29. Navy Nurse Corps Professional Nursing Branch, Nursing Division, BUMED

30. Navy Nurse Corps Seventy-Fifth Anniversary (1982-1983)

31. Nurse Practitioners/Physician's Assistants

32. Nursing Procedures Manual, Nurse Corps Division, BUMED, 1 June 1980

33. Operational Medicine Working Group (1976-1978)

34. Pay and Allowances---Includes legal comments (ca. 1945-1949).

35. Personnel (1922-1980) (12 folders)


1. NC-78 Annual Reports (FY 1922-FY 1946)


2. Reports on Naval Reserve Strength, Transfer Program, Attrition, and Deaths in Service (1945-1949)
BOX 33

35. Personnel (1922-1980) (12 folders) (Cont' d)


3. Permanent Appointments for Officers of the Nurse Corps of U. S. Naval Reserve (covers 1944-1946)


4. BUMED Correspondence (1945-1950)


5. Quarterly Reports on Nurse Corps Personnel Allowance and On Board Strength (1948-1954)


6. On-Board Strengths (1940-1968)


7. Nurse Corps Yearly On Board Strength for Selected Medical Facilities (FY 1964-Fy 1978)


8. Military Health Professions Data Report (1979-1980)


9. Allocation of Military and Civilian Billets (1980-1981)---Includes military nurse equivalents/average daily patient load.


10. Reserve Information Transfer and New Appointments


11. BUMED-3221 Personnel Actions (Inactivation and Precedence Unit)


12. Appointment Forms

36. Personnel Exchange Program (PEP)/Royal Naval School of Nursing

37. Promotions (1948-1951r (12-folders)


1. ALNAVS Pertaining to Promotions (1945-1947) 

2. Correspondence (1948-1951)


3. Lineal Position/Readjustment Data


4. Adjustment of Running Mate/Lineal Position


5. Assignment of Running Mates/Lineal Position (1948-1951)


6. Officers Eligible for Promotion to the Grade of Lieutenant (Junior Grade) (1948-1950)


7. Officers Eligible for Promotion to the Grade of Lieutenant (1949-1950)


8. Promotions to Lieutenant, NC, USN and USNR (1949-1951)


9. Promotions to Lieutenant Commander, NC, USN and USNR (1949-1951)


10. Promotions to Commander, NC, USN and USNR (1949-1951)


11. Proposals for Improved Promotion Opportunity in Nurse Corps, Personnel Legislation Task Force 84, Bolte Committee

12. Proposals for Improved Promotion Opportunity in Nurse Corps (19601962)
BOX 34

38. Recruiting (6 folders)


1. Booklets


2. Booklets


3. Candidate Screening


4. Report of Recruiting Activities, April 1966


5. Study on the Recruitment of Medical Professionals for the Military Services, April 1976


6. Recruiting Presentation Cards (Filed separately in oversize box at end of collection)

39. Rental Reports for Nurses (1946-1951)

40. Resignations (4 folders)


1. Release from Active Duty Forms


2. Directives/ALNAVS


3. Proposed Resignation Policies for Married Women (1954)


4. Resignations Awaiting BUPERS Orders for Final Action (1955)

41. Staff Corps Board Review (1949-1950) ---Relates to the procedure for reassigning running mates for officers of the staff corps.

42. Statistics (World War I through Vietnam Conflict) (9 folders)


1. List of Nurses Who Served during the World War, 6 April 1917-11 November 1918

2. List of States Nurses Appointed From Who Served during World War, 6 April 1917-11 November 1918


3. List of Nurses Who Died in Service (mostly World War I)--Includes information on burial at National Arlington Cemetery.


4. Miscellaneous Statistics, World War I
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42. Statistics (World War I through Vietnam Conflict) (9 folders) (Cont'd)


5. Number of Nurses by State Who Served During World War II


6. Nurse Corps Census and Deployment (1908-1951)


7. Monthly Statistical Reports (CY 1948-1967 and FY 1949-1967)


8. Miscellaneous Statistics, 1917-1975


9. Miscellaneous Statistics, 1917-1975

43. Studies/Reports (1977-1982) (8 folders)


1. Development of Criterion Measures of Nursing Care. Volume I. Appendix I. Reliability Test Results. Appendix II. Instrument of Health Status Measures. February 1977.


2. Development of Criterion Measures of Nursing Care. Volume II. Appendix III. Manual for Instrument of Health Status Measures. February 1977.


3. Background Study: Use of Women in the Military, May 1977


4. Final Report of the Feasibility Study of Alternatives to Dedicated Hospital Ships, 27 February 1978
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43. Studies/Reports (1977-1982) (8 folders) (Cont'd)


5. Proceedings of the BUMED-HSETC Training Seminar-Workshop on Operational Medicine, San Diego, 12-15 June 1978


6. Review to Determine Cost Effectiveness of Obstetric Inpatient Services, ca. 1978


7. Prospectives for Nursing: A Symposium, August 1980


8. Male and Female Performance in Ten Traditionally Male Navy Ratings, February 1982

44. Surgeon General's "Budget Back-Up Book," and Comments on Nurse Corps (1957-1970)

45. Uniform Information (2 folders)


1. Uniform Issues (1948)


2. Uniform Update (1978-1980)

46. Vietnam (6 folders)


1. Navy Nurses in Vietnam (Statistics) (1963-1973)


2. Danang Station Hospital (1966-1969)---Includes correspondence between CDR Mary F. Cannon, NC, USNR (Danang Station Hospital) and CAPT Veronica M. Bulshefski, NC, USN (Director, Navy Nurse Corps).


3. Surgical Team-Rach Gia, Vietnam (1965-1966)


4. Procedure Book/Cong Hoa General Hospital, Vietnam (June 1968February 1969)


5. Vietnam Nursing Opportunities (1966-1968)


6. Nurses Who Have Been Assigned to Vietnam (1966-1967)

47. Volunteer Programs (1981)

48. Women Assigned to Ships (1977)
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SERIES VII: Miscellaneous Published Materials---Articles and Clippings. Note: This is a later addition to the collection. See also SERIES IV: Miscellaneous Published Materials---Books, Articles, Pamphlets. SERIES IV is an earlier addition to the collection.

1. Compilation of Articles, "Navy Nurse Corps," 1928-1950s

2. Articles/Clippings, 1965-1978

3. Articles/Clippings, 1979-1982

4. Miscellaneous

SERIES VIII: Photographs.

1 . Photograph Booklet Commemorating Corps (1908-1963)

2. Photographs of Class 79001-79004

3. Photographs of Class 79005-79006

4. Photographs of Class 79007-79008

5. Photographs of Class 80001-80004

6. Photographs---Miscel1aneous
BOX 38 - OVERSIZE BOX

SERIES IV: Miscellaneous Published Materials---Books, Articles, Pamphlets.

1. Book, United States At War 7 Dec. 1942-7 Dec. 1943

SERIES VI: Subject Files, 1908-1983.

2. Recruiting Presentation Cards

OTHER:

3. Diploma of Lila Maye Aman, From James Walker Memorial Hospital, Training School for Nurses, Wilmington, NC, 14 May 1914.
NOTE:
Cruisebooks of USS SANCTUARY (AH-17), 1967; USS REPOSE (AH-16) I Logistic Support Republic of Vietnam, 1965-1967; and U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL, U.S. NAVAL HOSPITAL CORPS SCHOOL, San Diego, 1919-1958, transferred to Navy Department Library.
Audiovisual materials including a cassette tape of "Ode To The Navy Nurse Corps," 2 February 1982, and a reel to reel recording of the marching song, "Nurses of the Blue and Gold," 1976, are held in BOX 22 of the collection. A videotape of "The Navy Nurse Corps," undated, is also held in BOX 22 of the collection.
Chronology "History of the Nurse Corps, U.S. Navy"

1811: Dr. William Paul Crillon Barton, a young Navy surgeon who later became the first Chief of the Navy's Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, was commissioned by the Secretary of the Navy to submit his recommendations for ·conducting hospitals and institutions for the sick.· He wrote, "The NURSES whose number should be proportionate to the extent 9f the hospital and number of patients, should be women of humane disposition and tender manners; active and healthy. They should be neat and cleanly in their persons; and without vices of any description . . . and are to attend with fidelity and care upon all the sick committed to their charge . . ." This was nine years before the birth of Florence Nightingale.
26 Dec 1862: As volunteer .nurses, four Sisters of the Order of the Holy Cross boarded the RED ROVER, a confiscated Confederate steamer which was outfitted as a floating hospital. These Sisters, who volunteered their nursing services during the Civil War, were the first female nurses carried aboard a United States Navy Hospital Ship. They became the fore-runners of the Navy Nurse Corps, and presumably served until 17 November 1865, the last day of sevice for the RED ROVER.
1898: Trained nurses were employed on a contract basis to meet the nursing needs in certain naval facilities during the Spanish-American War.
1899: The Surgeon General was authorized by the Navy Department to employ and subsist trained nurses. Their number was not to exceed twenty at anyone time, nor was their pay to exceed $4.00 per day.
1902-4: Bills were introduced into Congress recommending the establishment of a Nurse Corps, but were not passed.
13 May 1908: By act of Congress, the Nurse Corps, U.S. Navy, was established, and authorized one superintendent and as many chief nurses, nurses and reserve nurses as necessary.
8 Aug. 1908: Esther Voorhees Hasson was appointed first superintendent. By October 1908, the first twenty nurses, who later came to be called the "Sacred Twenty" had reported to the U.S. Naval Hospital, Washington, DC for orientation and duty.
1909: Total enrolled 44; assignments extended to include Naval Hospitals at Norfolk Virginia, Annapolis Maryland, Brooklyn New York, and Mare Island California.
1910: First members to serve outside the United States reported to the Philippines; and shortly after to Guam, Honolulu, Samoa, Yokohama, Virgin Islands, and Cuba.
1911: Miss Hasson resigned and was replaced by Lenah Sutcliffe Higbee as superintendent. Navy nurses on Guam established a school of nursing for young Chamorran women in conjunction with the Navy's native hospital.
1913: Nurses were assigned briefly to the transport ships, U.S.S. MAYFLOWER and U. S. S. DOLPHIN. A school of nursing was established on Samoa for native women.

1914: As the Navy had no hospitals in Europe at this time, several nurses -were released temporarily- to serve in France with the American Red Cross.

1916: U.S. Naval Reserve Force was created with a provision for Reserve nurses.

1917: Total enrollment of regular, reserve and reserve force nurses was 466. Naval base hospital units were established at several civilian hospitals, and nurses were sent to the Navy's base hospitals in England, Ireland, Scotland, and France. Some were loaned to Army field units in France, as well. Schools of nursing were established at St. Croix and St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands and one nurse there was assigned to the Richmond Insane and Leper Asylum as supervisor.
1918: Total nurses 1386. The dress uniform was designated "Navy Blue Norfolk suit with Kitchener pockets, tan gloves, black shoes or tan boots, blue sailor hat; corps device; gold acorn and oakleaf superimposed on anchor with initials, NNC, worn on collars of ward uniforms: for dress uniforms, letters USN For Regular Corps and USR For Reserve Force nurses; cape, navy blue, belted in front, lined with scarlet flannel, for wear with ward uniform."
Jul 1981: Base pay was increased to $60.00 per month.

Dec 1918: First nurses regularly assigned to transport duty reported aboard the U. S. S. GEROGE WASHINGTON on which President Wilson sailed to France.

Aug 1920: First Navy nurses to serve aboard a hospital ship reported aboard the U.S.S. RELIEF.

1922: J. Beatrice Bowman replaced Mrs. Higbee as superintendent upon the latter's resignation. An education program was instituted whereby Navy nurses were assigned to take advanced courses in dietetics, laboratory technique, anesthesia, and tuberculosis nursing.

1923: First uniform gratuity provided.

1926-38: During the program of disarmament following World War I, the Nurse Corps, as all military groups, was considerably reduced. On 1 July 1938, it consisted of 427 members. J. Beatrice Bowman had retired in 1935 and was replaced by Myn Hoffman, who served until October 1938 when- she retired. Virginia Rau served as acting superintendent until early 1939. In June 1938, changes in the Naval Reserve Act made the reserve a component part of the Navy. Reserve nurses were recruited and the first appointments were made in 1939.

Jan 1939: Sue S. Dauser was appointed superintendent and later became the first woman to wear the four gold stripes of a captain in the U.S. Navy.

1941: Authorization was granted for wearing the outdoor uniform "in distant ports and in foreign

countries under severe climatic conditions," precipitated, probably, by assignment of nurses to Kodiak, Alaska.

7 Dec 1941: Japanese attack and capture of Guam. Five nurses, taken prisoners of war, were sent to a military prison at Zentusji, Japan. In August 1942, they were returned to the United States

aboard the exchange ship, GRIPSHOLM.

6 Jan 1942: Eleven nurses were captured by the Japanese at Manila, and interned at Santo Tomasi they were later moved to Los Banos, Philippine Islands. They survived 37 months as prisoners of war, and were liberated in 1945.

Jun 1942: Legislation provided an increase in base pay from $70.00 to $90.00 per month with an increase of 5% every three years.

1 Jul 1942: A total of 1,778 nurses were on duty; of these 827 were U5N,- and 951 were USNR. Legislation was enacted which gave nurses relative rank from ensign through lieutenant commander grades. A stipend for uniforms was also included.

22 Dec 1942: Authorization granted temporary relative rank from ensign to captain, and a higher pay scale for war period plus six months. This increased base pay for an ensign from $90.00 to $l50.00 per month. Sue S. Dauser as superintendent took- the oath as first captain in the Nurse Corps and the first woman captain in the Navy.

Mar 1943: First members of the Women's Reserve (WAVES) reported to hospital corps schools for instruction.

Dec 1943: Two nurses were-sent to Bowman Field for air evacuation training, and, upon completion of their course, went to Rio de Janiero where they assisted in setting up an air evacuation training program for the Brazilian Air Force nurses.

1 Apr 1944: Cadet nurses reported to naval hospitals to begin six months nursing practice in their senior year.

May 1944: Actual, rather than relative, rank was established for duration of the emergency plus six months.

Nov 1944: Destroyer, U.S.S. ,HIGBEE, first combat ship to be named for a woman of the service, was launched at Bath, Maine, in honor of Lenah S. Higbee, second superintendent of the Nurse Corps.

Dec 1944: First naval school of air evacuation for casualties was opened at the Naval Air Station, Alameda, California, with 24 nurses under instruction. A base hospital was opened on Guam.

Feb 1945: Flight nurses arrived on Guam to stand by for the air evacuation of casualties from Iwo Jima, and soon after from Okinawa. Eleven nurses were liberated from Los Banos, Philippine Islands. Block promotions were instituted for Nurse Corps officers as for other officers.
Jun 11945: School of nursing on Guam was re-established.

Nov 1945: Nellie Jane DeWitt was appointed superintendent upon the retirement of Captain Sue S. Dauser.

Assignments 1942-45: During World War II, the Nurse Corps was extended to 11,086 officers including members of both the Regular and Reserve Corps on active duty. Nurse Corps officers within the continental limits were assigned to 40 naval hospitals, 176 dispensaries and 6 hospital corps schools. They brought nursing care to the front lines aboard 12 hospitals ships, in air evacuation of· casualties, and to foreign lands where American women had never been seen before. At land based establishments overseas, they were assigned to naval activities in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska, Australia, New Zealand, New Hebrides, New Caledonia, Russell Islands, Solomon Islands, dmiralty _Islands, Marianas Islands, Hawaii, England, Africa, Italy, Newfoundland, Bermuda, Canal Zone,- Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Trinidad. When the surrender was signed aboard the U.S.S. MISSOURI in Tokyo Bay in August 1945, nurses were stationed aboard three hospital ships waiting to go ashore to administer care to the allied prisoners, and to evacuate them from Japan.

Jan 1946: Educational program was established. Nurses were assigned to schools for physical therapy, anesthesia, occupational therapy, dietetics, and ward administration.

Feb 1946: School of nursing on Guam was opened to native girls from ex-Japanese mandated islands, now called Trust Territory.

Jun 1946: Legislation increased base pay for all ranks and grades on a percentage basis, base pay for ensign increased from $150.00 to $180.00 per month.

Apr 1947: Army-Navy Nurses Act established Nurse Corps as a permanent staff corps of the U.S.. Navy. Captain DeWitt became the first director of the corps as a permanent staff corps. This act authorized permanent commissioned rank and permitted integration of reserves up to 35 years of age in the Regular Navy.

Oct 1949: Career Compensation Act of 1949 was enacted by Congress. This increased the base pay for an ensign from $180.00 to 213.75 per month with a subsistence allowance of $42.00 per month. Rates were based on principle of pay commensurate with responsibility.

1 May 1950: Winnie Gibson was appointed director upon retirement of Captain DeWitt. Legislation was enacted to permit integration of reserve officers into the Regular Navy, up to age 40. A new uniform for women officers (Nurses and WAVES) was authorized. The style of the-WAVE uniform, and the traditional dark blue material and gold braid of the Nurse Corps was adopted.

22 Jun 1950: Violation of 38th Parallel by North Korean forces.

Jun 1950: First involuntary recall of reserve Nurse Corps officers to care for Korean casualties.

1 Jul 1950: Operation of native hospital and school of nursing on Guam was transferred to Department of Interior when it assumed responsibility for government of the island.

Jul 1950: The Hospital Ship, U.S.S. CONSOLATION ordered to Korean waters.

Aug 1950: U.S.S. BENEVOLENCE capsized in San Francisco Bay after collision with merchant ship. One Nurse Corps officer died shortly after the survivors were rescued from the water.

19 Sep 1950: Plane crash off Kwajalein, Marshall Islands, Pacific, with loss of 11 Nurse Corps officers who were enroute to Japan for duty.

Sep-Oct 1950: The Hospital Ships, U.S.S. REPOSE and U.S.S. HAVEN were recommissioned.

16 Dec 1950: President declared State of Emergency.

12 May 1951: Military Sea Transport Service Ship, U.S.N.S. GENERAL MC RAE returned patients to other United Nations countries.
Oct 195: U. S. Naval Hospital, Corona, California re-established.

Dec 1951: Release of Reserve Nurse Corps offices who were recalled involuntarily (those with previous service) after 17 months active duty.

19 May 1952: Public Law 346 - 82nd Congress provided increase of 4% on- base pay and 14% on allowances.
3 Jun 1952: Policy change effected to make all initial appointments in the Nurse Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve. Augmentation program: established to permit integration of reserves into regular

component of the Nurse Crops.
11 Jul 1952: Nurse Corps Indoctrination Center established at u. S. Naval Hospital, St. Albans, New York. All Nurse Corps officers reporting for active duty were ordered to attend the 5-week indoctrination course before reporting to their-first permanent duty assignment.
27 May 1953: Public Law 37 - 82nd Congress enacted. Provided for direct appointment of qualified nurses to the Nurse Corps, u. S. Navy in grade of ensign between ages of 21 and 27; in grade of lieutenant junior grade between ages of 28 and 30 years. To date this law has not been exercised since all direct appointment of nurses from civilian life are made in the Nurse Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve.

30 Jun 1950 - 7 Jul 1953: Korean Conflict. Following World War II, the Nurse Corps was reduced in strength commensurate with the overall reduction in naval forces. .On 30 June 1950, there were 1950 regular and reserve Nurse Corps officers on active duty assigned to 26 naval hospitals, 67 station hospitals and dispensaries in and outside continental United States; 3 hospital corps schools; 2 hospital ships, and 8 Military Sea Transport Service ships. The peak census during the Korean Conflict was reached on 30 June 1951 when 3238 Nurse Corps officers were on active duty (USN 1515; USNR 1723). The three Hospital Ships, U.S.S. CONSOLATION, REPOSE, and HAVEN rotated as station hospitals in Korean waters during the hostilities.

31 Dec 1953: Transfer program of reserve Nurse Corps officers to regular Nurse Corps discontinued. 

8 Jan 1954: AlNav 1-54 permitted resignations upon completion of four years active service plus any additional service obligated by assignment under instruction.

1 May 1954: Captain W. Leona Jackson was appointed Director of the Nurse Corps upon retirement of Captain Winnie Gibson.
5 May 1954: Public Law 349 - 83rd - Congress - Officer Grade Limitation Act of 1954. Provided for an increase of temporary commanders and lieutenant commanders in the Nurse Corps from 0.7 of 1% and 1.6% to 1.75% and 7.75% respectively.

Oct 1954: Transfer program of reserve Nurse Corps officers to regular Nurse Corps reopened.

31 Mar 1955: Public Law 20 - 84th Congress. "The Career Incentive Act" was passed providing incentives for members of the uniformed services by increasing certain pays and allowances.

Jul 1955: A Nursing Education Program for Hospital Corps WAVES was instituted, permitting the $election of a limited number of Hospitals Corps WAVES for a four year nursing education program in selected collegiate .schools of nursing, the expenses being paid by the Navy. Upon completion of the program they are commissioned as ensign in the Nurse Corps Reserve.

23 Mar 1956: A naval medical activity was established at Nice, France and a Navy Nurse Corps officer was assigned to duty there.

21 Jun 1956: Public Law 606 - 84th Congress was passed permitting any Nurse Corps officer of the Regular Navy, or any officer of the Nurse Corps Reserve in a permanent grade not above lieutenant, qualified in the specialties of dietetics, physical therapy or occupational therapy, to transfer to, and be appointed in the Medical Service Corps of the Regular Navy. As a result of this legislation, 46 Nurse Corps officers were appointed in the Medical Service Corps.

Dec 1956-Feb 1957: Six Nurse Corps officers temporarily assigned to the "sea lift"·bringing Hungarian refugees to the United States.

8 Jun 1957: Nurse Corps officers were assigned to the Naval Medical Activity at Taiwan, Republic of China.
20 Jul 1957: Public Law 737 - 84th Congress - provided for a continuing program for transfer of Reserve Nurse Corps officers into the Regular Navy.

21 Aug 1957: Public Law 85 - 155 was passed by the 85th Congress - this legislation provided for amendments to previous acts to improve career opportunities of Nurse Corps and Medical Specialist Corps officers of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. For the Nurse Corps it provided-for:


a. an increase in promotions by removing the limitations in selection- in the grade of lieutenant commander; increasing selection in the grades of commander to 5% of Nurse Corps officers on active duty and selection, for the first time, to the grade of captain, the number limited to .2% of 1% of the officers on active duty.


b. one third of the membership of selection boards for promotion of Nurse 'Corps officers,- to be Nurse Corps officers.


c.- mandatory statutory retirement provisions.

15 Sep 1957: The U.S. Naval Hospitals at Mare Island and Corona, California were disestablished.

28 Sep 1957: The Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program was established. This program permits the selection of qualified students matriculated as full time students in NLN approved, collegiate schools of nursing, for participation in the program during their final year in the school of nursing. Students are enlisted in pay grade E-3, and tuition and appropriate expenses are paid for by the Navy. Upon graduation, the nurses are commissioned as ensigns in the Nurse Corps Reserve.

21 Oct 1957: Nurse Corps officers were assigned to duty at the Naval Air Station, Rota, Spain.

1 May 1958: Captain Ruth A. Houghton was. appointed Director of the Nurse Corps upon retirement of Captain W. Leona Jackson.

13 May 1958: Nurse Corps celebrated Golden Anniversary.

1 Jun 1958: Public Law 85 - 422 85th Congress - This law amended the Career Compensation Act of 1949 (as amended) and is designed- to reduce the manpower turnover and to give the Armed Forces greater selectivity in retention of highly qualified personnel.

1 Aug 1958: Nurses quarters were closed at U. S. Naval Hospitals; Key West Florida, San Diego

California, and Bremerton Washington.

3 Sep 1958: A formal 4 month in-service education course in -Nuclear Nursing" was established in the Department 'of Nuclear Medicine, Naval Medical School, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.

4 Jan 1959: A group of Nurse Corps officers was ordered to attend the 8 week Naval Indoctrination Course at the u. S. Naval School, Officer (Women), U. S. Naval Schools Command, Newport, Rhode Island as a pilot study of the course for Nurse Corps officers.
15 Jan 1959: Service Dress Light Blue uniform authorized for women officers.

5 Feb 1959: Full-time duty under instruction to complete requirements for Masters degree authorized for Regular Nurse Corps officers who could do so in one semester or one semester and a summer session.

30 Apr 1959: Eight-week indoctrination course approved by Chief of Naval Personnel for all newly commissioned Nurse Corps officers reporting on active duty. Three Nurse Corps officers assigned to U. S. Naval School, Officer (Women), Newport, Rhode Island as instructors.

3 Sep 1959: An annual ten-week orientation course for military nurses from friendly-allied countries established at the Naval Medical School, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.

14 Sep 1959: Nurse Corps Indoctrination Center, U. B. Naval Hospital, St. Albans, New York, discontinued.

9 Oct 1959: Nurse Corps Training Branch established at U.S.. Naval Medical School, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland to develop and conduct inservice educational program short courses, institutes, workshops, to improve patient care and personnel practices.

11 Nov 1959: Eligibility requirements for direct appointments in the U. S. Naval Reserve modified by Secretary of the Navy providing for minimum and maximum ages for commission of 20-35 years respectively. Grade to which appointed determined by age, education and experience qualifications.

29 Apr 1960: Flight nursing course and assignments of Nurse Corps officers to flight duty with Air Force Military Air Transportation Service discontinued.

17 May 1960: Authorization for Nurse Corps officers to attend Navy Management Course, U. S. Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey, California.

19 May 1960: Authorization of gold lace grade sleeve stripes and gold embroidered corps sleeve devices for jacket of women officers' service dress white uniform to replace whit~ braid grade stripes and yellow embroidered corps devices.

Aug 1960: Nursing Research Branch established in U. S. Naval Medical School, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland.

7 Sep 1960: Full-time duty under instruction authorized for graduate study (removing time restriction indicated in note of 2-5-59)
1960-1961: Nurse Corps officers assigned to duty in Keflavik, Iceland, Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, Sigone11a, Sicily, and with Naval Advisory Group in South Korea. A Nurse Corps officer was assigned to duty on the White House Staff on 13 February 1961.


At this time, Nurse Corps officers were serving in 36 of the United States; on the continents of Europe and Africa; on islands in the Atlantic and Pacific, and on ships of the Military Sea Transportation Service.

11 Sept 1961: First women to be assigned aboard a combatant ship were Nurse Corps officers who assisted in hurricane disaster relief mission in Texas on temporary additional duty aboard the aircraft carriers, the USS SHANGRI-LA and USS ANTIETAM.

1 Nov 1961: Nurse Corps officers assigned on temporary additional duty aboard the USS ANTIETAM, aircraft carrier serving on Hurricane Hattie Disaster Relief Mission in British Honduras.

1 Apr 1962: Dinner Dress Blue and White uniforms authorized for women officers.

1 May 1962: Captain Ruth A. Erickson, NC, USN, appointed Director of the Nurse Corps upon retirement of Captain Ruth A. Houghton, NC, USN.

5 Jun 1962: Nurse corps officers assigned on special U.S. Navy Medical Mission on temporary additional duty to Republic of Honduras, -Central America, to assist local health personnel in combating epidemic of gastro-enteritis.

1 Jul 1962: Gray Working Uniform discontinued.

3 Jul 1962: Nurse Corps officer assigned to duty in Staff Corps Liaison Section, Officer Distribution Division, Bureau of Naval Personnel.

Sep 1962: An anesthesia program for Nurse Corps officers was established at the Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Maryland under the aegis of George Washington University. This was the first

program for nurse anesthetists in which university credit was awarded. Officers completing the program are examined by the American Association of Nurse Anesthetists for certification as registered nurse anesthetists.

Oct 1962: A Nurse Corps officer was assigned to duty at the Naval Station Dispensary in San Juan, Puerto Rico.


Patients and dependents were evacuated from the U.S. Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba to Portsmouth, Virginia by the Military Air Transport Service and the Military Sea Transport Ships, U.S.N.S. UPSHUR, U.S.S. DUXBURY BAY and the U.S.S. HYADES. The dependents returned to the Naval Base on 7 December.

18 Feb 1963: Nurse Corps officers were assigned to duty at the Station Hospital, Headquarters Support Activity 1n Saigon, South V1etnam.
21 May 1963: The Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program was revised to permit two years of subsidized education for qualified nursing students and registered nurses matriculated in university programs approved by the National League for Nursing. Participants in the program are commissioned as Ensign, USNR, six months prior to completion of degree requirements.

13 May 1963: The Nurse Corps celebrated its fifty-fifth anniversary.

Nov 1964: The Secretary of the Navy approved a change in requirements for a commission in the Navy Nurse Corps to permit appointment of men nurses in the United States Navy and enlistment of men nursing students in the Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program. The revision also provided another avenue to officer rank for enlisted members of the Hospital Corps. Qualified corpsmen were now eligible to apply for the Navy Enlisted Nursing Education Program which provided for a maximum of 4 years duty under instruction at a university conducting a baccalaureate degree program in nursing. Upon completion of the program, the

graduates are appointed as Ensign, Nurse Corps, U. S. Naval Reserve.
Jan 1965: Four Navy nurses attached to the Station Hospital, U. S. Navy Headquarters Support

Activity, Saigon, Vietnam were awarded the Purple Heart Award for injuries received during the Viet Cong terrorist bombing of the Brink Bachelor Officers Quarters. LTJG Ann Darby Reynolds, LT Fran Crumpton, LCDR Ruth Wilson, and LT Barbara Wooster became the first women members of the U. S. Armed Forces to receive the purple Heart Award for injuries in the Vietnam Conflict.

The length of the indoctrination course at the U. S. Naval Women Officer School, Newport, Rhode Island was decreased to a 4 week program.

Feb 1965: Two Navy nurses were assigned to the AID program of the Department of State and are serving in Rach Gia, South Vietnam as nurse advisor.

Mar 1965: Naval Medical Research Institute establishes a Nursing Research Division as part of the Department of Behavioral Sciences, Naval Medical Research Institute, Bethesda, Maryland.

25 Aug 1965: George M. Silver was appointed as Ensign, Nurse Corps, U.S. Naval Reserve. Ensign Silver of Rehobath, Massachusetts became the first male nurse to be commissioned in the United States Navy.

12 Oct 1965: The first group of men commissioned in the Navy Nurse Corps and reported to the Naval Schools Command -Newport, Rhode Island for a one month course of indoctrination to the Naval Service were five male Nurse Corps officers:- LTJG Jerry McClelland, Ensign Charles Franklin, Ensign Israle Miller, Ensign Richard Gierman and Ensign George Silver.

18 Oct 1965: The Hospital Ship. U.S.S. REPOSE was commissioned. Twenty-nine Navy nurses assigned for duty.

Jan 1966: The Bureau of Medicine and Surgery requested a special Selective Service call for 200

professional nurses to report for active naval service.

Mar 1966: Station Hospital, Headquarters Support Activity, Saigon, South Vietnam, transferred to U. S. Army. Nurse Corps officers detached.

May 1966: Captain Veroncia M. Bulshefski, NC,USN, appointed Director, Navy Nurse Corps upon retirement of Captain Ruth A. Erickson, NC, USN.

Sep 1966: Navy Nurse Corps officers first assigned to the medical activity at DaNang, South Vietnam.

15 Nov 1966: Hospital Ship, U.S.S. SANCTUARY was recommissioned to serve in the handling of casualties from the Vietnam Conflict. Twenty-nine Navy Nurse Corps officers were

assigned.

Dec 1966: Secretary of Defense approved the Nurse Corps' request for additional billets for the Naval Hospitals. Approval for a total of 414 additional billets to be programed over 5 years; 1968 through 1972.

1 Feb 1967: Naval Hospital, Long Beach, California was commissioned.

15 Feb 1967: Two Navy Nurse Corps officers first assigned to the U. S. Communication Station, North West Cape, Western Australia.

Feb 1967: The Naval Hospital in the U.S.S. HAVEN was deactivated.


The Nurse Corps' billet at Ville Franche, France was deleted.

Apr 1967: Navy Nurse Corps officers first assigned to the Naval Air Station, Albany, Georgia.

22 Jun 1967: Civilian position of Ward Clerk first established for Naval Hospitals. This position description was developed in conjunction with the Office of Civilian Manpower Management.

Sep 1967: Nurse Corps' billet first established at the Naval Air Station, Miramar, California.

8 Nov 1967: Public Law 90-130 (H.R. 5894) passed by the 90th Congress and signed by President Johnson with Captain Bulshefski present for the signing. This legislation gives the Nurse Corps equal promotion opportunity with line officers to the grades of Captain and Commander, allows for the possibility of a Rear Admiral for the Nurse Corps, removes

age restrictions, institutes 'pass-over' system for the Nurse Corps, allows active duty enlisted time to be counted for-retirement purposes, increases Nurse Corps membership on Selection Boards.

5 Jan 1968: The first male Nurse Corps officer was augmented to Regular Navy; LT Clarence W. Cote, Ne, USN.

Mar 1968: Nurse Corps specialty course in Operating Room Nursing established at Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Mass. Nurse Corps specialty course in Orthopedic Nursing established at Naval Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa.

Mar 1968: Nurse Corps' billet first established at the Naval Station, Mayport, Florida.

May 1968: Male Nurse Corps officer assigned to the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. Two male Nurse Corps anesthetists assigned to COMPHIBPAC WESTPAC.

1 Jul 1968: Naval Hospital, Orlando, Florida was commissioned.

Sep 1968: Chief of Naval Operations approved the Nurse Corps' request for upgrading of billets to a total of 21 Captains and 162 Commanders.

1 Jan 1969: Nurse Corps' Candidate Program revised to include accredited Hospital Diploma School students. This program covers selection of qualified students from 3 year Hospital Schools of Nursing for participation in the Navy program during their senior year. Students are enlisted in E-3 pay grade and receive pay plus allowances but no tuition.

1 Jul 1969: Nurse Corps' Candidate Program addendum permits selection of registered nurse student anesthetists into the Navy Candidate Program. Selected students from approved anesthesia schools are commissioned as Ensigns six months prior to graduation. Selectees receive pay and allowances but no tuition.

Sep 1969: First Continuation Board for Nurse Corps officers under Public Law 90-130 was held.

Oct 1969: Augmentation Board changes approved for the Nurse Corps. From now on the Board will not only consider forwarded requests but will select those best qualified and eligible and invite them to augment.

Oct 1969: Nurse Corps '- billet at London, England was deleted.

Dec 1969: Nurse Corps officers first assigned to full-time duty as a member of Naval Medical Inspector General's team.

1 May 1970: Captain Alene Bertha Duerk appointed by the Secretary of the Navy to succeed Captain Veronica M. Bulshefski as Director, Navy Nurse Corps.


Hospital Ship Repose departed South China Sea and decommissioned as AH-16 at Long Beach, California. It was then placed in commission in reserve at Long Beach to serve as a shore base Naval Hospital


Naval Hospital, Danang, Vietrnan decommissioned.


Naval Air Station Dispensary, Bermuda opened. Nurse Corps officers assigned.

Naval Station Roosevelt Roads Dispensary enlarged to assume total medical services upon closure of Rodriquez Army General Hospital. Additional Nurse Corps officers were assigned.

Jun 1970: Naval Air Station Dispensaries Olethe Kansas, Minneapolis Minnesota, and Grosse Isle Michigan closed. Nurse Corps billet at Vallejo, Mare Island, California deleted.

Jul 1970: Nurse Corps billets at Naval Air Station Dispensaries, Olethe, Kansas and Twin Cities,

Minnesota deleted.

1 Jan 1971: Medical facility at Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico converted from a dispensary to a Naval Hospital.

18 Mar 1971: Service Credit Revision signed by the Secretary of the Navy. Nurse Corps rank to be determined by a more equitable reflection of professional experience and education.

Jun 1971: Three additional Nurse Crops officers assigned to U. S. Naval Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan.

Jul 1971: Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program (Anesthesia 2905) established to recruit civilian nurse anesthesia students. Participants were commissioned Ensign 2905 with pay and allowances while completing their final year of civilian anesthesia school and brought on active duty for 2 years upon graduation. A total of 10 students participated over 2 fiscal years.

Jul 1971: U.S.S Sanctuary, AH-17, decommissioned.

Oct 1971: An OB/GYN Nurse Practitioner Program was established at NRMC, Portsmouth, Virginia.

Feb 1972: BUMED established a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Program with the first 2 Nurse Corps officers assigned to training in the 4 month program at the Bunker Hill Health Center of the Massachusetts General Hospital, Charlestown, Massachusetts. Clinical experience while in the program was provided by Naval Hospital by Naval Hospital, Boston, Chelsea, Massachusetts.

Mar 1972: Wearing of tiara with dinner dress uniform declared optional.

Jul 1972: Captain Alene Bertha Duerk, Director of the Navy Nurse Corps, promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral; the first women in the United States Navy to be promoted to Flag Rank.

Aug 1972: Fleet Support Office, Athens, Greece opened. Four nurse officers assigned.

Nov 1972: U.S.S. Sanctuary, AH-17, recommissioned as Dependent Support Ship.

Apr 1973: White pants suit authorized for wear by female Nurse Corps officers involved in patient care.

May 1973: The Nurse Corps Indoctrination Program integrated into Officer Indoctrination School, Naval Education and Training Command, Newport, Rhode Island.

Jun 1973: First involuntary release of Nurse Corps reserve lieutenant commanders who were twice failed of selection to commander. Forty-eight officers released.

Jun 1973: Navy Nurse Corps Candidate Program (Anesthesia 2905) discontinued. Requirements for nurse anesthetists were satisfied.

Jun 1973: Uniform regulations change substituted gold lace of appropriate rank for the black velvet and white braid stripes on sleeves of dinner dress uniform jackets. Also embroidered collar devices and white skirt eliminated from dinner dress uniform; black skirt to be worn with either black or white jacket.

Jun 1973: U.S. Navy assumed control of KAGNEW Station, Asmara, Ethiopia. Eight nurse officers assigned to the dispensary.

Jul 1973: Ambulatory-Care Nurse Practitioner Program at Naval Regional Medical Center, San Diego instituted as pilot program.

Aug 1973: Naval Support office, La Maddalena, Sardinia opened. Two nurse officers assigned.

Oct 1973: U.S.S. Sanctuary went on a medical good will mission to Columbia and Haiti.

Nov 1973: Rear Admiral Alene Duerk attended first NATO Conference for senior military women.

Mar 1974: Wearing of black beret as substitute for "bucket" hat authorized for female officers.

Apr 1974: Augmentation Board discontinued process of inviting Nurse Corps officers to augment into Regular Navy.

Jun 1974: First Navy Nurse Corps officer assigned through the Personnel Exchange Program to teach at school of nursing conducted by Queen Alexandra's Royal Navy Nursing Service at Hassler, England.

1 Jul 1974: Naval Communication Station, Asmara, Ethiopia deactivated.

Jun 1974: Naval Hospitals at St. Albans New York, Chelsea Massachusetts, and Quonset Point Rhode Island decommissioned.

Jul 1974: The Naval Health Sciences Education and Training Command (HSETC) was established and the Education and Training Branch, Nursing Division, BUMED functions transferred November 1974. Other Nurse Corps officers assigned to Program Directorate, Educational Programs Development Department, and to Academic Division as Director, Anesthesia Program and instructor in O.R. and N.P. Technician Schools.

1 Jul 1974: Input into NNCCP (Hospital) was discontinued. Last students graduated September 1974.

Oct 1974: Six month Operating Room Technique and Management Course moved from Naval Hospital, Chelsea Massachusetts to NRMC, Long Beach, California.

Oct 1974: BUMED established a one-year Family Nurse Practitioner Course at NRMC, San Diego, California in conjunction with the University of California, San Diego Medical College primary care practitioner program which trained both Navy and civilian nurses. The program included six months didactic work and a six month preceptorship.

Feb 1975: Billet established in Nursing Division, BUMED for junior officer detailer.

Mar 1975: Operation Room Course discontinued at Long Beach.

Mar 1975: Six week (TAD) course in basic operating room technique established to provide junior Nurse Corps officers assigned to O.R., with fundamentals of operating room nursing.· Course established at 2 sites; NRMC, Charleston, South Carolina, and NRMC, Camp Pendleton, California and funded by HSETC.

Mar 1975: First Nurse Corps officer assigned to billet at Naval Medical Research Unit 13, Cairo, Egypt.

Mar 1975: U.S.S. Sanctuary decommissioned.

Jul 1975: Input into NNCCP (degree) was discontinued. As this was a two-year program, last students graduated by August 1976.

Jul 1975: Captain Maxine Conder promoted to rank of Rear Admiral and appointed by Secretary of the Navy to relieve Rear Admiral Alene Duerk as Director, Navy Nurse Corps.

Jul 1975: Nurse Corps officer assigned to newly established billet in Facility Planning Division, BUMED.

Jul 1975: Nurse Corps officer assigned to newly established billet as executive assistant to Director, Navy Nurse-Corps.

Aug 1975: Nursing Service Orientation Program was implemented in Naval medical facilities. A Curriculum Specifications Manual was published consisting of 27 modules, some of which have been mediated. This program is designed to provide basic knowledges, skills and attitudes essential for the Nurse Corps officer's orientation or review and to prepare nurses to function more effectively in carrying out the mission of the Nurse Corps.

Aug 1975: Fleet Support office, Athens, Greece deactivated. Nurse Corps officers reassigned.

Sep 1975: Last input class to four-year Navy Enlisted Nursing Education Program (NENEP). Final students will graduate by 1979.

Jan 1976: Last OB/GYN Nurse Practitioner class graduated and course was suspended at NRMC Portmouth, VA.

Mar 1976: Initial active duty obligation for direct appointees to Nurse Corps, USNR increased from two to three years.

Jul 1976: First Nurse Corps officer assigned to Academy of Health Sciences, U. S. Army, Fort Sam Houston, Texas as instructor in the Tri-service Neuropsychiatric Technician School.

Sep 1976: Students participating in the Navy Nurse Corps _Anesthesia Program have the option of petitioning George Washington University for a Bachelor of Science in Nurse Anesthesia degree. The Anesthesia program provides 60 to 120 required credit hours. Individual students must complete other specified requirements on their own.

Oct 1976: Nurse Corps billet Facility Planning Division, BUMED deleted in headquarters billet reduction.

Oct 1976: Naval Hospital Taipei, Taiwan downgraded to a clinic with five holding bed capacity.

Nov 1976: Navy Nurse Corps Continuing Education Approval and Recognition Program established within guidelines of the ANA for the purpose of approving Nurse Corps continuing education activities sponsored by the Navy and giving recognition in contact hours to individual nurses to meet requirements for continuing competence and relicensure when applicable.

Nov 1976: First Navy Nurse Corps officers assigned to U.S. Army Hospital, Okinawa in preparation for transfer of the hospital to the Navy.

Dec 1976: F. Edward Hebert Hospital, Naval Regional Medical Center, New Orleans commissioned.

Feb 1977: The U.S. Army Hospital, Okinawa officially became a Naval Regional Medical Center.

Sep 1977: Clarence W. Cote, first male nurse promoted to rank of Commander.

May 1978: Nurse Corps celebrates its 70th anniversary.

Sep 1978: Six week OR Course at NRMC Camp Pendleton discontinued. Only site now NRMC Charleston.


The F. Edward Hebert Hospital, Naval Regional Medical Center, New Orleans was down graded to a clinic and major portion of facility turned over to a private corporation.

Sep 1978: Joan Bynum, first black Nurse Corps officer promoted to rank of Captain. Nurse Corps officer detached from Taiwan, Republic of China during deactivation of Medical Facility.

Jun 1979: Naval Hospital at Quantico, Va., Annapolis Md., Key West, Florida and Port Hueneme, Ca. downgraded to Regional Medical Clinics.

Jul 1979: On 1 July 1979 Captain Frances Shea was promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral and appointed by the Secretary of the Navy to relieve Rear Admiral Maxine Conder as Director, Navy Nurse Corps.

Jan 1980: Male officer represent 25% of Navy Nurse Corps.

Jan 1981: First Nurse attended Combat Casualty Care Course in San Antonio, Texas.

Feb 1981: First nurse selected to US Army/Baylor University graduate program in Health Care Administration.

Jul 1981: Nurse Corps Continuing Education Approval and Recognition Program (CEARP) was accredited by the Eastern Regional Accrediting Committee of American Nurses' Association for period of 4 years.

Sep 1981: Last Nurse Corps class graduated from the combined NRMC San Diego--UCSD primary care Nurse Practioner program.

Jan 1982: First Nurse Corps officer selected for Computer Systems curriculum at Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey.

Feb 1982: First Nurse Corps officer attended Executive Medicine Course.


Captain Mary J. Nielubowicz selected to rank of Commodore and appointed to relieve Rear Admiral Shea as the fifteenth Director, Navy Nurse Corps.

Oct 1982: Ward white uniform discountinued.

Dec 1982: First Nurse Corps officer completed US Air Force Flight Nurse Course since 1957.

May 1983: Nurse Corps celebrates its 75th Anniversary.
Aug 1983: Reorganization of the Navy Medical Department with the establishment of the Director of the Navy Nurse Corps at the OPNAV level.

Sep 1983: Nurse Corps received quota of four billets for the Education & Training Management Subspecialty (ETMS) program.
Oct 1983: Rear Admiral Shea retired as Director of Navy Nurse Corps and Deputy Commander, Personnel Management, Navy Medical Command. Responsibilities assumed by COMO Nielubowicz.


First major Command Screening Board held for the Navy Medical Department. CAPT Phyllis J. Elsass, CAPT Mary Hall and CAPT JoAnn Jennett first Nurse Corps officers to screen for command.

Oct 1983: Medical Enlisted Commissioning Program authorized. Affords Naval Medical Department enlisted personnel an opportunity to complete the requirements for a baccalaureate degree in nursing and earn a commission as a Nurse Corps officer. The program also provides an

opportunity for upward mobility to outstanding performers in the hospital corpsman and dental

technician ratings.

Nov 1983: Clarence W. Cote, first male promoted to rank of Captain.

Jan 1984: Selected first four Nurse Corps officers for Education & Training Management Subspecialty (ETMS) training.

Mar 1984: Established Nurse Corps thesis research pool at Stitt Medical library, NH Bethesda.


First Nurse Corps officer graduated in Computer Systems from Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey.

Apr 1984: First reserve Nurse Corps officer attended six week Operating Room orientation course at NH Charleston.

Jan 1985: Revised Continuing Education Approval & Recognition Program (CEARP) manual published.

May 1985: First OR course at Naval Hospital, Charleston held solely for Reserve Nurse Corps' officers. Six week course was taught by a Reserve Nurse Corps officer and three officers successfully completed the course.

Jul 1985: Published the US Naval Medical Department Officer Career Guide NAVMED P-S128.

Aug 1985: First three Nurse Corps officers graduated from Education and Training Management Subspecialty (ETMS) Master Program.

Sep 1985: CEARP  reaccredited for another four years.

Nov 1985: Rear Admiral Lower Half Mary J. Nielubowicz, NC, USN, Director Navy Nurse Corps recognized as the first and last Commodore as Commodore was changed to Rear Admiral Lower Half.


First Reserve Nurse Corps workshop held by REDCOM Twenty.

May 1986: First hospital corpsman to graduate under the Medical Enlisted Commissioning Program was ENS Dean Cary, NC, USNR from the University of Texas in El Paso Texas.


First Nurse Corps officer selected to attend Marine Corps Command and staff college in Quantico, VA.
