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Scope and Content Notes

In 1992 the Operational Archives Branch of the Naval Historical Center (now Archives Section, Naval History and Heritage Command) acquired a collection of historical materials relating to hospital ships. The bulk of the collection is comprised of documentation relating to the service of USNS COMFORT during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM, August 1990 through April 1991.
The collection dates from 1906 to 1991 and is comprised of historical materials relating to hospital ships and USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) during DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM.  A small amount of documentation relates to the history of hospital ships, 1906-1989.   Included are brief histories of various hospital ships and their naval service; a TAH hospital ship manual; and files on USS COMFORT (AH-6), USNS COMFORT (TAH-20), and USNS MERCY (TAH-19).
There are subject files relating to the service of USNS COMFORT (TAH20) during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. Materials include deployment preparation information, communication logs, personal journals and letters, message traffic, situation reports, lessons learned reports, deployn1ent statistics, news clippings and articles, and a post-deployment data.
Mail sent to USNS COMFORT during its deployment to the Middle East includes banners of various sizes, letters to "Any Service Member," and greetings and Christmas notes from school children.
Photographs provide visual documentation of World War I COMFORT (AH3), World War II COMFORT (AH-6), USNS MERCY (TAH-19), and USNS COMFORT (TAH20).  Also included are photographs of crew members who furnished oral histories relating to their naval service on USNS COMFORT during its deployment to the Middle East.
Miscellaneous files provide information on the Navy Nurse Corps' personnel policies between the years 1909 and 1977.
The remaining collection consists of video tapes relating to USNS COMFORT's participation in DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM. The subject matter of the video tapes includes Briefs/VIP visits, greetings, operations, public affairs, social/recreational events, and training.
The collection is divided into six series:

SERIES I: HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON HOSPITAL SHIPS.

SERIES II: USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) SUBJECT FILES RELATING TO DESERT

SHIELD/DESERT STORM, AUGUST 1990 - APRIL 1991.

SERIES III: USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) MAIL FROM THE UNITED STATES RECEIVED

DURING DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM.

SERIES IV: PHOTOGRAPHS

SERIES V: MISCELLANEOUS

SERIES VI: VIDEO TAPES

Historical Note

The Navy's floating surgical hospitals have played a vital role throughout the history of the U.S.. Navy by providing acute medical and surgical care to readiness forces throughout the world.  The U.S. Navy used hospital ships during the Civil War, Spanish-American War, World War I, World War II, Korean Conflict, Vietnam Conflict, and during Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM.  The 75 year history of COMFORT provides an excellent example of the vital role hospital ships play in support of the Navy's mission.
The first hospital ship COMFORT (AH-3) was built in 1906 by William Cramp and Sons Ship and Engine Building Company of Philadelphia. It served initially as the passenger vessel HAVANA. The War Department took over the ship at the start of World War I for use as an Army transport, the ASAT HAVANA. On 17 July 1917, the ship was transferred to the Navy for duty as a hospital ship. Outfitted at the New York Navy Yard by John M. Robins Company of Brooklyn, the ship was renamed COMFORT (AH-3) on 14 March 1918. USS COMFORT was commissioned on 18 March 1918.
The second COMFORT (AH-6) was launched 18 March 1943 by Consolidated Steel Corporation, Wilmington, California, under a Maritime Commission contract. COMFORT was transferred to the navy the same day and converted to a hospital ship by Bethlehem Steel Company, San Pedro, California. USS COMFORT was commissioned on 5 May 1944.
The third hospital ship to bear the name COMFORT was delivered to the Navy on 1 December 1987. The National Steel and Shipbuilding Con1pany, San Diego, designed and converted the San Clemente class tanker. The ship was christened USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) on 15 August 1987. USNS COMFORT was deployed to Baltimore for layberthing on 17 June 1988. On 8 August 1990, the day after President Bush ordered deployment of 200,000 American troops to Saudi Arabia in response to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, COMFORT was ordered activated for duty in the Middle East
.
Box and Folder Listing

BOX 1

SERIES I: HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON HOSPITAL SHIPS.

1. History of Hospital Ships (1906 - 1986)

2. TAH Hospital Ship Manual (1986)

3. USNS MERCY (TAH-19) (1987-1988)

4. USS COMFORT (AH-6) (1943 - 1949)

5. USS COMFORT (AH-6) Staff Reunion (September 23 - 27, 1987)

6. USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) General Information (1987 - 1989)

7. USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) Naming/Christening Ceremony (15 August 1987)
BOX 2

SERIES II: USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) SUBJECT FILES RELATING TO DESERT

SHIELD/DESERT STORM, AUGUST 1990 - APRIL 1991.

1. Deployment Preparation (Part 1--August 1990)

2. Deployment Preparation (Part 2--Family Support)

3. Command Organizational Chart (11 August 1990)

4. Biographies/Press Releases, Senior Officers

5. Welcome Aboard/Check in Sheets (August - December 1990)

6. Australian Personnel (February - April 1991)

7. Nursing Service (31 August 1990 - January 1991)

8. Junior and Charge Nurse Committee Minutes (August 1990 - February 1991)

9. Legal Department (06 September 1990 - April 1991)

10. Chaplain Services (13 August 1990 - 14 Apri11991

11. Berthing (20 December 1990 - 13 January 1991)

12. Telephone Directories (August 1990)

13. CPO Logs (10 August 1990 - 15 Apri11991)

14. Memoranda (30 October 1990 - 8 Apri11991)

15. Communication Log: Med-surg #4

16. Communication Log: Med-surg ICU
BOX 3

SERIES II: (Continued)

1. Communication Log: Burn ICU

2. Communication Log: Ward 3-43-0

3. Communication Log: Ward 2-44

4. Nurses Log--Bethesda

5. Public Relations/News Releases (August 1990 .. 15 Apri11991)

6. Newsletters, "The Comfort Comer" (17 August 1990 - 2 March 1991)

7. "Comfort Clips" (11 February 1990 - 9 April 1991)
BOX 4

SERIES II: (Continued)

1. Plan of the Day Samples (16 August 1990 - 15 April 1991)

2. Personal Journals - Staff (14 August 1990 - 4 April 1991)

3. Personal Letters (15 August 1990 - 19 March 1991)

4. Personal Letters (15 August 1990 - 19 March 1991)

5. Poetry- Staff and Patients (1988 - April 1991)

6. Social Activities (29 September 1990 - 12 April 1991)

7. Operational Logs (18 March 1918 - October 1991)

8. Message Traffic (18 May 1990 - 22 September 1990

9. Message Traffic (22 September 1990 - 9 October 1990)

10. Message Traffic (10-20 October 1990)

11. Message Traffic (21-29 October 1990}

12. Message Traffic (30 October 1990 - 2 November 1990)

13. Message Traffic (3-9 November 1990)

14. Message Traffic (10-19 November 1990)

15. Message Traffic (20-28 November 1990)

16. Message Traffic (30 November 1990 - 9 December 1990)

17. Message Traffic (10-15 December 1990)

18. Message Traffic (15-24 December 1990)

19. Message Traffic (26 December 1990 - 13 January 1991)

20. Message Traffic (14-31 January 1991)

21. Message Traffic (1-14 February 1991)
BOX 5

SERIES II: (Continued)

1. Message Traffic (15 February 1991 - 1 March 1991)

2. Message Traffic (2-8 March 1991)

3. Message Traffic (9-16 March 1991)

4. Message Traffic (17-25 March 1991)

5. Message Traffic (26-31 March 1991)

6. Message Traffic (3-30 April 1991)

7. AP News Releases

8. Situation Reports (17 August 1990 - 8 January 1991)

9. Situation Reports (9 January - 14 April 1991)

10. Lessons Learned/Status Reports/After Action Reports

11. Deployment Statistics (14 March 1991)

12. News Articles (12 August 1990 - 29 August 1991)

13. Medical Articles and Chapters Related to Desert Storm/Hospital Ships (1991-1992)
BOX 6

SERIES II: (Continued)

1. Post-Deployment

2. Cruise Book (1990-1991)

SERIES III: USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) MAIL FROM THE UNITED STATES RECEIVED

DURING DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM.

3. Banners (Includes banners from Hillcrest Heights Elementary School, Temple Hills, Maryland; Catholic University of America, School of Nursing; and the Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter of AACN and Medical College of Pennsylvania.)
SEE ALSO OVERSIZE BOXES 13 AND 14. 
4. Letters to "Any Service Member" (6 folders)
BOX 7

SERIES III:  (Continued)

1. Letters to "Any Service Member" (continued) (4 folders)

2. Greetings from School Children/Christmas Notes

3. Miscellaneous Mail from the U.S.

BOX 8

SERIES IV: PHOTOGRAPHS

1. World War I COMFORT (AH-3)


a. port view


b. distant port view


c. patients aboard (1 December 1918)


d. wounded, seasick soldier (1918)


e. coaling (11 January 1919)


f. general quarters (1918)
2. World War II COMFORT (AH-6)


a. full port view


b. day of commissioning (5 May 1944)


c. officers (1944)


d. docked with Kamikaze attack damage (28 April 1945)


e. Father Fidelis Wieland Campanile, remembrance service


f. Old Mission San Miguel


g. dedication ceremony program


h. officers viewing map


1. chaplain


J. field of crosses


k. group of sailors following mass (26 November 1944)


1. Father Itieland, Helen Kuomjan, Ida's friend, Ida Greenwood, Terry Greenwood (14 April 1945)


m. prayers for fallen brother on Guam (27 July 1944)


n. USS COMFORT off Coast of Okinawa (1944)


o. COMFORT Reunion: 22/23 1st Reunion - USNS COMFORT Tour Group



24/25 1st Reunion - 205th USS COMFORT Attendees



26/27 1st Reunion - Crew from Kamikaze Attack



28/29 1st Reunion - Post Kamikaze Attack



30/31/32 1st Reunion - Plank owners



33/34 1st Reunion - USS COMFORT (AH-6)/USNS COMFORT (TAH-20)
3. Designer Drawing
4. USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) Construction


a. SS Rose City


b. docked, San Diego


c. TAH 20 under construction (2 April 1987)


d. drydocked NORSHIPCO (June 1989)


e. color, full view


f. starboard bow view, construction 90% complete


g. display board, HSETC


h. construction site, San Diego (3 photographs)


1. CDR Chad Hendersen, MSC, first OIC, at construction site
5. Christening of USNS COMFORT (14 April 1987)


a. guests in front of podium


b. Marine General speaking to audience


c. VADM Walter Poitti speaking to audience


d. Rose Narva, Virginia McRoskey, GEN Alfred Gray Jr. in audience


e. speaker at podium


f. color guard


g. state flags in review


1. christening by Rose Narva


J. christening continued


k. Rose Narva drying hands


1. greeting Rose Narva


m. Virginia McRoskey, unidentified LCDR, Rose Narva


n. Virginia McRoskey and Rose Narva


o. ship's crew greeting Rose Narva


p. more ship's crew greeting Rose Narva


q. Virginia McRoskey aboard COMFORT


r. guests, unidentified


s. guests and crew


t. Rose Narva, guests touring operating room


u. Rose Narva with two gentlemen holding photo of COMFORT


v. Mariachi Band on dock at christening


w. Chief and unidentified "friend"


x. Chief and unidentified "friend"


y. ringing of bells "Bells Across America" (17 September 1987)

5. USNS COMFORT in Panama Canal en route to Baltimore
6. Baltimore arrival ceremony and open house (17 June 1985) (3 5 snapshots)

7. USNS COMFORT Visits


a. Command Visit (16 March 1989):



RADM Butacher, COMSC



RADM Higgins, MC, USN Marine Code Med



CAPT Houser, MC, USN COMSC



CAPT Colley, USN CO MSCLANT



Dr. Sammons, Exec V.P. AMA



Dr. T. Cooper, CEO Upjohn



Major Landon (OP-093)



Lt Snellings, Aide


b. Open House at Dundalk Marine Terminal (April 1989)


c. Soviet Visit (15 May 1989) (7 photos)
8. USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) ship angles


a. starboard quarter


b. bow view


c. starboard quarter view
9. USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) Ship's Crest

10. USNS MERCY (TAH-19)


a. starboard view


b. bow view
11. Photographs of Interviewees


a. CAPT Thomas J. Finger, MSC, USN


b. CDR Charles Zulauf, III, MSC, USN


c. CDR Michael Scandurra, MSC, USN


d. CAPT Roger J. Pentzien, MC, USN


e. CDR Ralph Lockhart, MSC, USN


f. CAPT Juel Loughney, NC, USN


g. CAPT Bonnie Potter, MC, USN


h. CAPT L. Blankenship, MC, USN


i. CAPT Galen R. Koehn, Jr., MSC, USN


j. CDR Thomas N. Candeleria, MSC, USN


k. CDR Raymond B. Griswold, SC, USN


l. LT Denise Bernier, USN


m. HMMC Kelsey, USN, Command Master Chief


n. Commanding Officer and Hospital Command Staff


o. CAPT Juel Loughney and Division Heads


p. Assistant Director of Nursing, CAPT Carol Peterson, NC, USN

q. LCDR Lisa Hiles, NC, USN


r. CDR Marsha Hughes-Reese, NC, USN


s. CDR Lois Loveridge, NC, USN


1. CDR Jane Markley, NC, USN


u. CDR Margaret Mullinix, NC, USN


v. LCDR David Becker, NC, USN
11. Photographs of Interviewees (Continued)


w. HMI Linda Rinehart, USN


x. LTjg Sue Hite, MSC, USN


y. HMC Michael Stouffer, USN


z. HM3 Donald Shenck, USN
SERIES V: MISCELLANEOUS
1. Navy Nurse Corps Personnel Policies (1909-1939)

2. Navy Nurse Corps Personnel Policies (1942-1950s, 1960, 1977)
BOX 9

SERIES VI: VIDEO TAPES

1. Briefs/VIP Visits


a. Admiral's Brief (17 September 1990)


b. Secretary of Defense (17 September 1990)-


c. Australian Chief/Naval Staff, VADM Hutson (28 October 1990)


d. Surgeon General, VADM Zimble (13 December 1990)


e. USO Brief
2. Greetings


a. Kids Comfort Rap (25 August 1990)


b. Cadre Crew Christmas Video Tape I (16 November 1990)


c. Cadre Crew Christmas Video Tape II (16 November 1990)


d. Absent Parent Group Tour


e. Christmas at Bethesda


f. Day in the Life


g. Family Gram


h. Family Gram - Bahrain - Past and Future .


i. 1990 Holiday Message from Pensacola, Florida
BOX 10


j. Persian Gulf Tour


k. Students of Severn, MD Elementary School
3. Operations


a. Coal Dust


b. Flight Operations (12 September 1990)


c. ROS Crew (25-26 September 1990)


d. VERTREP 1200 (15 October 1990)


e. UNREP (20 October 1990)


f. Operation YELLOW RIBBON

4. Public Affairs


a. Navy News This Week - Story on COMFORT, "The Ballast Tanks" (19 March 1988)


b. Prime Time Live Tape I (13 September 1990)


c. Prime Time Live Tape II (13 September 1990)


d. Today Show, Willard Scott - Happy Birthday Navy/USNS COMFORT (12 October 1990)


e. USNS COMFORT and USNS HASSAYAMPA, FAS (20 October 1990)
BOX 11


f. Nightline (12-14 November 1990)


g. Navy News This Week - USNS COMFORT


h. News Segments: National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda Departure and Staffing of USNS COMFORT... NBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, etc.
5. Social/Recreational Events


a. Dependent Picnic (1 September 1990)


b. Picnic Part I (1 September 1990)


c. Picnic Part II (1 September 1990)


d. LT/Ltjg Frocking Ceremony (September 1990)


e. Chiefs Frocking Ceremony (14 September 1990)


f. Aussie and COMFORT UNREP (13 October 1990); Aussie Tour on COMFORT; Navy Birthday Cake Cutting, Lombardi on Bridge


g. Halloween and Fall 1990
BOX 12


h. Halloween Home Video


i. Thanksgiving Day Service (22 November 1990)


j. USO Tape (14 December 1990)


k. Christmas on the COMFORT
6. Training


a. Mass Casualty Receiving Exercise, USS IWO JIMA (30 October 1990)


b. Mass Casualty Drill (10 November 1990)


c. Moulage Class/CASREC (November 1990)


d. Mass Casualty Drill (19 January 1991)


e. Mass Casualty Drill (19 January 1991) shot by HM3 Flagge


f. Chief Engineer - Safety on the Fantail
BOX 13 AND BOX 14 (OVERSIZE) 21 "XI7"X3"

SERIES III: USNS COMFORT (TAH-20) MAIL FROM THE UNITED STATES RECEIVED

DURING DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM.

1. Banners
Also see BOX 6 for banners.
