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FOREWORD

Overt enemy actions continued at a moderate level during
the month of April, while mining attempts persisted in plaguing
ailied patrols and shipping in the Cua Viet River, U Minh Forest,
and Ca Mau Peninsula, and, for the first time in over a year,
the Upper Saigon River in the TRAN HUNG DAO V AO. On the Cua
Viet, the VNN patrol craft and local fishermen encountered 12 mines
during the month, which was eight less than the preceding month,
a decrease explained by the close of the Lacs LAMSON 719 Operaticn,
which reduced the number of lucrative waterborne targets. Also,
the enemy was believed to be refitting from the high point reached in
the preceding month, as well as shifting tc the coastal area to lay

mines north of the DMZ.

While the war continued to be prosecuted, the Accelerated
Turnover Program, ACTOV, achieved several milestones. The first
of April marked the turnover cof the last U.S. Naval operation in
Vietnam, SOLID ANCHOR, to the Vietnamese Navy, the operation
being redesignated as TRAN HUNG DAO IV. With the commissioning
of the VNN's first destroyer, VNS TRAN HUNG DAO (HQ-1) the
ex-USS CAMP, on 22 April, the Vietnamese augmented their cffshore

patrol capability, At the end of the month the major support bases

ii
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at Cat Lo and Ben Luc were turned over, a8 well as seven lesser
suppori bases and seven logistics support craft. These multiple
turnovers of logistics assets underlined the turn in emphasis of the

ACTOV Program to ACTOVLOG.

In the first trawler engagement for the year 1971, an §1.-8
trawler was sunk by the combined U.S. MNaval, U.8. Coast Guard,
and Vietnamese Navy forces off the mouth of the Cua Ganh Hao River
after a two hour surface engagement on 12 April. This was the

first trawler sunk since November 1979.

The U.S. Navy in-country strength continued to decline in
April, As of 29 April there wers 12,166 Naval personnel in South
Vieginam, a reduction of over 3,000 men over the course of the month.
The Coast Guard strength dwindled down to 15 officers and 84 enlisted

men,
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CURRENT OPERATIONS

VNN Designation

TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG

TRAN HUNG

TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG
TRAN HUNG

TRAN HUNG

DAO II (TG 214.1)
DAO IV (TG 214. 2)
DAO V (TG 216. 1)
DAQ VI {(TG:212:5)
DAQ VII (TG 221.'1)
DAO VIII (TG 217.1)
DAO IX (TG 212. 3)
DAO X (TG 212.6)

DAO XV (TF 213)

DAO XVII (TF 210)
DAO XVIII (TF 218)
DAO XIX (TG 217.2)

DAO XX (TG 219. 4)

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE

USN Designation

GIANT SLINGSHOT

SOLID ANCHOR

READY DECK

SEARCH TURN

SEA TIGER

NONE

BARRIER REEF

BREEZY COVE

MARKET TIME
Inner Barrier

NONE

NONE

NONE

NONE

NONE
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CHANGE OF COMMAND

On 5 April at 0001Z, Rear Admiral Robert S. Salzer, USN,
relieved Vice Admiral Jerome H. King, Jr., USN and assumed command
of U.S. Naval Forces, Vietnam. In addition, he reported to
COMUSMACYV for additional duty as Chief Naval Advisory Group,
MACV. No formal change of command ceremony was held and the
assumption of command took place without the benefit of the presence
of Vice Admiral King who was incapacitated by illness. Vice Admiral
King stated, upon being relieved:

"Today, 5 April, I have been relieved as Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces, Vietnam and Chief, Naval Advisory Group, MACV, by Rear
Admiral Robert S. Salzer., I would like to express to "All Hands'
my admiration fof your dedicated performance during my tour in
command, both in combat and in pursuing the Navy portion of the
Vietnamization Program which is of such vital impoertance to both the
United States and to the Republic of Vietnam.

In the turbulent months since I relieved Admiral Zumwalt on 15
May 1970, the Navy in Vietnarn has undergone an almost complete
transition from an operating force to an advisory organization.
Exceptions to this transition are the remaining Naval Combat Ferces,
plus certain portions of the Naval Support Activity. Even among these,
the pattern of operations and the resources available have changed

markedly.

TONFBENE-AL
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Despite the inevitable problems which have accompanied the
transition, I have been deeply gratified at the performance of U. S.
Navymen in Vietnam. In the final tally, progress has meaning only
in terms of how well we have assisted the Vietnamese Navy toward
the ability to continue, on their own, the fight against the enemy.,

In these terms, I believe we can view the past with quiet pride.

To each and every one of you I offer my best wishes for

continued success.

Rear Admiral Salzer previously served in Vietnam from
November 1967 to November 1968 as Commander, River Assault
Flotilla One; Commander, River Support Squadron Seven; and
Commander, Riverine Assault Force (Commander Task Force 117)
where he instituted an imaginative program to develop and expand the
mobility of riverine forces by implementing operations deep within
the Viet Cong infested Mekong Delta. In early October 1968, he
planned and subsequently carried out the combined Naval and ground
Operation SEALORDS which, for the first time in the history of the
Vietnamese conflict effectively integrated the efforts of the major U.S.
Navy Task Forces in Vietnam, the Vietnamese Marine Corps, and
the Vietnamese Navy, thereby thwarting the enemy's effort in the

Mekong Delta and supporting the U.S. Army's dry season campaign.

1. COMNAVFORYV and CHNAVADVGRP msg dtg 051511Z Apr 71,

CONFIDENTIAL
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TASK FLEET 21

Military activity in the two lower regions of Vietnam continued
to abate, but the problem of logistics continued to increase as many
locations reported base facilities and maintenance to be lacking.

The Cambodian oil resupply operation, TRAN HUNG DAO XVIII

continued unabated as five more convoys were successfully escorted

to Phnom Penh.

The new concept of using a brevity code, understandable to
both USN and VNN personnel, to control Seawolf aircraft, continued
to be utilized along with on-the-job training being conducted at
various locations throughout the Delta. Another innovation being
investigated is the introduction of Vietnamese '"backseats’ (forward
air controllers) to ride in OV =10 and UH-1B aircraft to enhance

communication with forces on the ground.

Operation TRAN HUNG DAO XX became fully operational in

April after being initiated on 10 March to replace TRAN HUNG DAO I

The TRAN HUNG DAO XX AO differs from the TRAN HUNG DAO I AO

in that it covers only the western third of the Vinh Te Canal whereas

the other operation included the complete canal. Assets to be emploved

in the new command are 22 junks, a raider company composed of

members drawn from Coastal Groups 41, 42, and 43, and four PCFs
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previously attached to TRAN HUNG DAO 1.

On 1 April, Operation SOLID ANCHOR was turned over to
the VNN and renamed TRAN HUNG DAO IV. Units assigned and

area responsibility did not change.
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TRAN HUNG DAQO I1

Activities in the TRAN HUNG DAO II AO remained characteris-
tically light during the month of April, with two sampans captured but
little contraband, while intelligence reports indicated that some major
infiltration attempts were succeeding in the AQ. This raised the
question of the actual effectiveness of the operation, since the sparse
contact with the enemy could no longer be ¢ nsidered an indication

that the enemy was not attempting active and major infiltrations.

The actions occurring sporadically in April were typically minor.
On March 30 at 1955H, 25 kilometers southeast of Moc Hoa on the Vam
Co Tay, two boats of RPD 64 came under B-=40 and automatic weapons
fire, which they returned with the aid of Seawolves that were called in.
Four VNN personnel were wounded, two seriously, with one enemy con-
firmed dead and an AK-47 captured. On the 31lst of March a‘; 1205H,
nine kilometers southeast of Tuyen Nhon, Seawolves struck to assist
in the cover of a downed Army helo, killing one of the enemy. Two
PBRs of RPD 64 detected a sampan two miles northwest of Tra Cu on
the Vam Co Dong River (XT 463 015) on the 13th at 1535H. The PBRs
initiated fire on the sampan, killing five of the enemy and capturing
the boat, which contained an AK-47 and numerous documents. No friendly

casualties were incurred.



Shortly after midnight at 0140H on the 18th of April, ATSB Moc
Hoa received three rounds of 82 mm mortar fire, which continued
the chain of infrequent and minor mortar attacks on the city. Two of
the rounds landed on the north bank of the river adjacent to the base,
and the other round landed in the river. There were neither casualties

nor any damage incurred.

Three PBRs of RPD 54 detected the second sampan captured
in the month coming from a canal on the southwest bank of the Vam Co
Tay, eight miles southeast of Tan An on the night of 23 April at 2000H.
The VC fled the sampan and the PBRs took them under fire, killing
three of the enemy. The sampan was duly captured and contained an

AK-47 and various items of clothing.

Intelligence agents reported that various successful infiltration
efforts occurred during the month of April. According to a 525 MI agent
report, four VC in two sampans passed through the Binh Duc Village
area in Ben Luc District (XS 533 806) in early April, Some VC later
reconnoitered the area for later establishment of commeo-=liaison routes
for the transport of plastic explosives for sapper and waterborne
operations in Saigon and the Long An Subregion. Another agent

reported a 22-man unit crossing the Vam Co Dong on 31 March in the

vicinity of XS 557 805, near Ben Luc. The unit had come from the

Ba Thu area of Cambodia. The suspected route travelled was-a

LCONFIDENTLIAT,
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historical infiltration route utilizing the Bo Bo Canal (XT 26 03 -

XS 56 81). The movement furthered the troop augmentation
occurring in the TRAN HUNG DAO II AO with troops coming in from
Cambodia for the wet season. The NVA 83rd Rear Services Group
reportedly was gathering foodstuffs and military equipment to
support an offensive in Tay Ninh and Hau Nghia Provinces during
the wet months, Finally, agent reports were received of VC tax
collection on both the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong Rivers and

further exemplified the increased use of the rivers by the enemy.
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TRAN HUNG DAO IV

The first of April marked a significant milestone fcr beth the
U.S. and Vietnamese Navies as Operation SOLID ANCHOR, the last
U.S. Navy area of operation in Vietnam, was turned cver to the
Vietnamese Navy and renamed TRAN HUNG DAO IV. In ceremonies
held at Nam Can Captain Eugene I. Finke, USN, was relieved as
Operaticnal Commander by LCDR Nguyen Van Tuyen, VNN. Nam
Can Naval Base, the home and operational control center of TRAN
HUNG DAO IV, will temporarily remain in U.S. hands until the

Vietnamese are ready to assume the responsibility for logistical support.

SOLID ANCHOR, originalily known as SEA FLOAT, was begun
in June 1969 when an advanced tactical support base was towed up
the Cua Lon River and placed opposite the remains of the city of
Nam Can, destroyed in the "Tet'’ Offensive of 1968, After fierce
fighting both on land and in the rivers, the floating base was moved
ashore in September 1970, and the name of the operation changed
to SOLID ANCHOR, connoting the now solid nature of the base. As a
result of this operation, a firm government presence has been
established; 9, 000 pecpie have moved back intc the area and have
resettled into two hamlets. And most importantly, the Viet Cong

have lost the ability to control this area.

CONTIEENFIAL
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Activity was somewhat diminished during April in the TRAN
HUNG DAO IV AQO as a total of 15 firefights took place claiming 20
friendly wounded in action (two USN, 18 VNN) and 30 VC killed in
action and 15 captured. There was one mining incident and one

abortive attack on ATSB Nam Can.

Although action on the rivers and canals slackened this month,
when it did occur, it was very fierce. The first incident occurred
on the early afternoon of 8 April when HQ 3923 and HQ 3918 were
ambushed on the Cua Lon River at WQ 195 708. The enemy, striking
from well concealed positions on the north bank fired ten B-40

1

rockets and automatic weapons at the ''Swift Boats, ' scoring one
B-40 hit which slightly damaged HQ 3923 and wounded two Vietnamese

crewmen. Seawolf helicopters were called to suppress enemy fire,

and the engagement was broken off. Enemy casualties were undetermined.

On 12 April the enemy again ambushed ""Swift'' boats on the
Cua Lon River in the vicinity of WQ 140 698, this time from the south
bank, but with no success as all three B-40 rounds missed their mark.
Seawolves were immediately requested and responded with devastating

fire in the vicinity of WQ 140 677. Results of the strike were unknown.

13
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During a routine patrcl on 14 April, units of RID 44 in convoy
(Monitor 6531, ASPB 5133, ATCs 1213 and 1215) were proceeding up
the Cai Nhap Canal in the vicinity of WQ 078 769 when a concussion
grenade from the lead boat activated a watermine. There were no
casualties or material damage, and the patrol continued on duties

assigned.

The most bitter battle of the month came at 0920H on 15 April
when a two eiement unit of RID 46 river craft, consisting of ATC
(HQ 1276) in the lead and ASPB (HQ 5142) follcwing, was ambushed
on the Cai Nhap Canal at WQ 081 747. The ATC took only one round
amidships, spraying shrapnel from stem to stern, incurring nc
casualties. The ASPB however, was not sc¢ lucky and tock at least
three and possibly five B=40 rounds, wounding all personnel on board

and heavily damaging the craft. The ASPB was beached, and the ATC came

i
X

about to render aid. In rapid successicon the ATC started suppres s:’;oni' i
L
fire, requested a Seawolf airstrike, and picked up the wounded men |
from the stricken ASPB. The Seawclves arrived on the scene and
succeeded in suppressing enemy fire after which they medevaced the
wounded VNN crewmembers to Nam Can. Meanwhile the ASPB slid

off the bank of the canal and sank. Friendly losses were one ASPB

sunk and six VNN wounded. Enemy losses were undetermined.

CONFTIDENTIAL



Seal Team One, Detachment Golf, Whiskey Platoon, at Nam
Can was busy again attacking lines of communication, destroying

supplies, and generally harassing the enemy deep in his own territory.

On 5 April Seals of Whiskey Platoon, acting on intelligence
gleaned from a PF agent, were inserted southwest of Nam Can at
VQ 962 663 at 0100H by an MSSC., They commenced patrolling in a
northwesterly direction toward a suspected VC base camp, and at
1200H, they came upon the camp and a vicious firefight ensued.
The outnumbered commandos pressed the attack, destroyed parts
of the camp, wounded two VC, and under cover of "awesome and

unrelenting fire' by Seawolf and SEALORDS aircraft, were extracted

and returned to the "warmth and safety of the SOLID ANCHOR base. nl

Seawolf aircraft revisited the area after the extraction operation
and completely leveled the complex. ATC P. J. McKnight who was
wounded in the firefight, has been recommended for the Bronze Star

Medal for his actions during this patrol.

On 7 April at 0200H, four Seals commanded by LT Couch, plus
two SAS, two KCS, one guide, and one interpreter embarked in an
MSSC for a search and capture mission aimed at VCI in An Xuyen

Province. At 2245H, the Seal team interdicted two VC in a sampan

1. SEALORD Spotrep No. 314, P071420 Apr 71,

15
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at WQ 159 756 who promptly evaded in dense nipa palm growth,

leaving their equipment behind. The enemy equipment was confiscated,
and the sampan was sunk. The Seal team priceeded to the insertion
point and patrelled northwest to WQ 152 769, and captured the VCI,
After patreolling to WQ 110 756 and ga:ining no further results, the
cperaticn was concluded and the team returned to SOLID ANCHOR

at 0300H.

The final Whiskey Platcon action of ncte came on 11 April at
0130H when Seals aided by Luc Luong 66 personnel (formerly Kit
Carscn Scoutsj inserted 12 kilometers north of Nam Can at VQ 995 801
cn a search and destroy mission. The Seals patrolled to the target
area VQ 997 824, and on approach. received heavy automatic weapons
fire from a hcotch. The fire was returned, and the enemy fire
suppressed. The hootch was then searched and found to centain
three dead and twe wounded VC aleng with two radio receivers, a
pistol, and a grenade. The hs;s_ot ch was destrcved, and all friendlies

returned safely to Nam Can.

The last significant action in TRAN HUNG DAO IV for April
cccurred on the night of 25 April when a night ambush position of the
42nd ARVN Rangers Battalion broke up an attempted attack on the

base at Nam Can by sampan-borne Viet Cong. Airstrikes were

LOMNFTDENTIAL
le
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called in, and illumination was furnished by the artillery unit
at the base., There were no friendly casualties, and enemy casualties

were undetermined.

On 14 April at 2130H a CS canister was thrown between USN
and VNN barracks at the Nam Can base. Due to the prevailing wind
at that time the CS agent penetrated the VNN barracks and caused
an evacuation of the area. The perpetrator of this act was thought

to be someone attached to the U.,S. base defense force.

In another unfortunate incident, on 10 April at 1115H, on the
east bank of the Kinh Ngang Canal (VQ 997 686), two soldiers from
the 42nd ARVN Rangers were 'fishing'' with an MK-26 fragmentation
grenade. A premature detonation occurred on release of the

handle resulting in one dead soldier and one seriously wounded.

The following changes took place with regard to units attached
to TRAN HUNG DAQO IV. On 2 April the 43rd ARVN Rangers were
replaced by the 42nd ARVN Rangers, On 18 April RID 41 departed cn
a six day transit to Ben Luc. Waterborne units attached to TRAN

HUNG DAOQO IV effective 30 April 1971 were as follows:

Organization Unit Senior Advisor
CTG 214.2 RID 44 LT G. C, Cooley
RID 46 LT J. A. Sinkovec

COSDIV 511

1



TRAN HUNG DAQO V

Lack of effective communicaﬁons in the TRAN HUNG DAO V AO
was a continuing problem during the month of April. In March the Senior
Advisor CTG 2i6.1 reported that patrol units operating approximately half
way in the AO had no reliable direct communications with the NOC at
Phu Cuong. ! A retransmission site located at FSB Phuoc was
suggested to alleviate this problem. The senior advisor to River Patrol
Division 52 alsc reported having problems in the area of repair and
maintenance of communications gear, and requested the assignment of

additional personnel to correct this situation.

Measures were also taken in April to improve the communications
security posture of the TRAN HUNG DAO V AO, COMNAVFORV requested
a block of cledred frequencies from Commander, TRAN HUNG DAO, for
the construction of a rota for simultaneous change of call signs and
frequencies in order to make the enemy's communication intelligence

difficult. 2

Enemy activity in April significantly increased over that of the past
few months. Two mining incidents were reported, the first such incidents

in over a year. Intelligence reports attributed the increased acvivity to

1 SA CTG 216, 1 msg dtg 101113Z MAR 71
2 SA RPD 52msg dtg 081145Z APR 71
3 ADMIN COMNAVFORV msg dtg 011005Z APR 71

CONFIDENTAL
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units of the 101st NVA Regiment and the 268th MF GP, both very
aggressive units. 4 The enemy apparently tried to force the return to
the AO of the 25th ARVN Division, the ground unit responsible for the
TRAN HUNG DAO V AO, presently employed in interdicting the enemy's

supply lines in Cambodia.

On 3 April a joint VNN/ARVN operation was launched involving
naval units of Riverine Assault Group 22, River Patrol Division 52
combined with the 49th/25th ARVN Division. The operatipn, TOAN
THONG 10322/ 49, consisted of a major sweep of the Hobo Wood area
(TAO bounded approximately by XT 586 322, XT 516 295, XT 510 230,
XT 680 225, and the Saigon River). The operation was to have jumped
off at approximately 0630H but mechanical difficulties with the boats
caused several hour's delay. This time lag and numerous communications
security violations gave the Binh Duong Province Guerillas the time and
the intelligence needed to utilize their familiar ambush tactics. Units
of RPD 52 and RAG 22 were attacked by B-40 rockets and a command
detonated mine while transiting to the troop insert point. At 0905H in
the vicinity of XT 595 325, a PBR was struck on the port side of the
forward .50 caliber machine gun mount by a B=40 rccket causing minor
material damage and slightly wounding one VNN and one USN sailor.

4 COMNAVFORYV INTSUM 085-71 101005Z APR 71

5 COMNAVFORYV INTSUM 082-71 070944Z APR 71
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At the same time a troop laden LCM suffered a near miss from a
command detonated 105 or 155mm artillery shell mine, wounding one
ARVN scldier slightly. During the same encounter, a command boat
was hit on the port side atthe mortar pit by a B-40 rocket causing
minor material damage but wounding two and killing one ARVN soldier.
Contact with the enemy was broken at 0920H and the wounded were
medevaced while Seawolf helicopters from Ben Luc placed strikes

in the area and provided air cover on the remainder of the journey to

the troop insert point.

The ground operation itself yielded poor results. Some of the
problems brought out by post operation analysis were: the ground
strikes were too large for effective sweep operations; boats were sortied

:ﬂj
by radio; radio silence prescribed by the operation order was not

observed during the transit thereby compromising the operation; and the

nonexistence ot an effective contingency plan in the event of boat casualties.

Units of RAG 22 were again attacked the following day. While on
patrol prior to setting a night WBGP an LCVP and an old French FOM
received RPG(B=-40 rocket) fire at 1710H in the vicinity of XT 671 279.
One rocket struck the LCVDP but fortunately failed to explode. Later on
in the evening a PBR of R.PD 52 while transiting to rendezvous with

another PBR si)otted four VC attempting to cross the river carrying

SONFIEENTIAL
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two bags. The PBR took the men under fire, probably killing one. The
bags were recovered and contained food, two fragmentation grenades,
two detonating caps, personal letters and other documents. During

the time of the incident, the PBR was unable to establish communications
with the NOC and was unable to relay through any other units to the NOC,
again highlighting the continual communications difficulties in the

TRAN HUNG DAC V AOQO.

PBRs were also attacked by small arms and RPG fire on 24 and
26 April resulting in no casualties. The naval intelligence liaison
officer (NILO) at Lam Son speculated that these attacks were probably
initiated by a rear service element engaged in resupplying the 101st

NVA regiment. 6

The second mining incident of the month in the AO occurred on
21 April. A floating mine was discovered by units of RAG 22 six
kilometers north west of Phu Cuong (XT 731 205)., The mine consisted
of about five kilograms of plastic explosive wrapped in a green plastic
material and was kept buoyant by a one foot diameter red life ring.
A plastic detonating cap was used as the fuze and was connected to
wires leading to a shore. As a result of the new appearance of
mining on the Saigon River, Commander, TRAN HUNG DAO V instructed

both RAG 22 and RAG 24 to prepare two LCVPs with chain drags

6 NILO Lam Son msg 300730Z APR 71.
CONFIDENELAL
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for mine sweeping operations.

CONFIDENTIAL
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TRAN HUNG DAQO VI

Hostile activity in the TRAN HUNG DAO VI AO remained at a
moderate level during April. The VNN commander, CTG 212.5,
reported that his forces engaged the enemy in 30 firefights in which
one U.S. helicopter crewman was killed and three VNN sailors

were wounded. The enemy suffered 35 killed in these actions.

During one of these actions, on 2 April, PBRs of River Patrol
Division 58 observed 25 to 30 VC moving southeast along a canal six
kilometers northeast of Rach Gia (WS 139 110). The boats opened fire
and a Black Pony patrol was dispatched to the scene. Upon conclusion
of the air strikes, the PBRs placed heavy 40 mm and 60 mm H&I fire
in the contact area. There were no friendly casualties sustained;

enemy casualties sustained were unknown.

The only friendly fatality of the month occurred on 19 April,
While on a strike in the vicinity of WR 076 985, a Seawolf helicopter
of HAL-3 Detachment Eight received enemy fire resulting in an
explosion inside the aircraft. A crewmember, AO3 James Arthur Wall,

USN, received fatal wounds from exploding shrapnel,
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Throughout the month, units of RPD 58 operated in conjunction
with the Ninth ARVN Division along the Luynh Quynh Canal in the
Three Sisters area. Although contact with the enemy was slight,
fres}} bunkers not more than three days old were found on 23 April
(vicinity VS 855 230), 29 kilometers northwest of Rach Gia, proof of

enemy activity in the area.

On 26 April the Kien Giang guerrillas tried to lure RPD 58 PBRs
into an ambush four kilometers northeast of Rach Gia. Three PBRs
were in a WBGP when they observed an attack on a nearby outpost.
The attack appeared to be of a diversionary nature, so the units
prudently remained in place while calling in the Black Ponies for an
air strike on the enemy positions. No friendly casualties resulted

while the extent of damage to the enemy was unknown.

Both U.S. Seals and Vietnamese LDNNs although very active
had few concrete results in the Kien Giang Province AO throughout the
month, U.S. Navy Seal Team One, Romeo Platoon, Detachment Golf,
operating out of ISB Rach Soi, carried out missions on 4 and 12 April

against VC infrastructure (VCI) and VC rear service areas, however,

no contact with the enemy was reported. Vietnamese LDNN Group Alfa 13:

inserted on VCI interdiction raids on 3, 14, and 16 April, On the first
two dates the results were negative while on the third, one VC suspect

was captured.
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During April, plans were promulgated by VN Headquarters to
transfer Vietnamese personnel at the Sa Dec Naval Base to the Nam
Can base. The Commanding Officer RPD 58 was ordered to manage
the Sa Dec base after the departure of the presently assigned perscnnel.
The Commanding Officer RPD 58 and the Senicr Advisor RPD 58 visited
the Sa Dec Naval Base during the afternoon of 12 April in order to
inspect the base and to ascertain any problem areas involved in the
transfer. The major problem uncovered was the termination of the
present mess in conjunction with the withdrawal of NSAD and VNN
personnel. Other problems encountered were faulty generators, and
the lack of adequate water and sewage dispcsal facilities. To help
alleviate the messing problem, personnel of ISB Vinh Long were to be
sent to Sa Dec to assist the Commanding Officer RPD 58 in opening
his mess. In addition, COMNAVFORYV promised aid in the resclution of

the other problems prior to 1 May.

VNN patrol officers of RPD 58 continued to progress noticeably
in air strike control training. Senior Advisor RPD 58 reported that
the VNN officer performance has been excellent during training sessions,
but that further training, especially in working out of narrow canals,
was necessary prior to qualifying patrol cfficers in actual combat air

controlling.
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TRAN HUNG DAO VIII

Activity in the TR;{;N HUNG DAO VIII AO was light to moderate
during the month of Apriule Although only five firefights were
recorded, the severity of the attacks are of menticn and demonstrate
the cunning and ferocity of the enemy. Three PBRs, one Monitor,
and an LCM-6 were struck by B-40 rocket rounds wounding one
American advisor and 15 Vietnamese sailors. In addition, Seals from
Victor Platoon, CTE 116.12,.1.2, commanded by LTJG Clapp, combined
with CTG 217.1 units in four operations on the VC infrastructure,

killing five VC and capturing seven.

During the month, intelligence reports were forecasting the
possibility of attacks on both Dong Tam and My Tho Naval Bases.
A 6 April report stated that a company of the 273rd Artillery Battalion
was located about three miles west of Dong Tam (XS 357 423) and was
armed with two 82 mm mortars, 120 mmm mortars, two 12,8 mm AA/MGs,
and an unknown number of RPG/LMGs and AK-47s., This report was
later reaffirmed by another received on 9 April of the 267 B Engineer

Sapper Battalion being located about 10 kilometers northwest of Dong

Tam., (COMNAVFORYV INTSUM 084-71 of 9 Apr 1971).

On 26 April, an inteliigence report stated that the VC My Tho
City Command had instructed its subordinate elements to conduct

sabotage activities including assassinations, kidnappings, and acts of

CTONFIDENTAL
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terrorism against GVN and ARVN personnel on International Force Day,

1 May. Cadre of the VC armed security force would be disguised as

cyclo drivers and students in order to carry out their missions.

Targets also included placing plastic C-4 explosives at bars frequented by
Americans, at ARVN night stations, and at GVN installations within

the city.

While the prognosticators were bringing forth reports of impending
disaster on My Tho and Dong Tam, the true destruction that cccurred
happened on the Kinh Xang Canal. The enemy was successful on three
different occasions with the deadly B-40 rockets and demonstrated
his ability to inflict casualties and damage to the waterborne assets of

TRAN HUNG DAO VIII.

On 1 April at 1540H, PBRs of RPD 53 were on patrol on the
Kinh Xang Canal (XS 356 550), 13 kilometers northwest of Dong Tam
when they were ambushed by the enemy using B-40 rockets and small
arms fire. PBR 7541, the lead boat in the PBR formation, was struck
immediately, beached and burned. BMI Gray, the advisor on board, and
two Vietnamese sailors were wounded in the encounter, which was put down
by the rapid response of devastating fire laid down by the cther PBRs,
and by the subsequent on scene arrival of the Seawclves who were
called in for added support. The three wounded were medevaced by

Dustoff for treatment to Binh Thuy. The burned PBR was later pulled off
the beach and towed to Dong Tam with its hull mostly destroyed above the

waterline. CRAMEIDENTIAL
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On 4 April, RPD 53 DEQ’EAvsvg!?Fe!Eagnbushed on the Kinh Xang Canal
(XS 354 558) 14 kilometers nurthwest of Dong Tam in Dinh Tuong
Province by B-40 r.cket 1ire from the east bank. PBRs 7551 and 7790
were both put out of commission as a result of being struck at vital
areas. EN3 J. L, Ricrdan, advisor on board, was wounded in the
attack but required nc medevac. Seawolves were called in and made
a strike on the east bank. At the ceonclusion, both PBRs were towed
to My Tho, the home of RPD 53, As a result of this attack, only four
operational craft remained out of the 19 assigned for duty on the
waterways. It is interesting to note that this attack was in the same

location as the ambush which took place on Aprill

On 22 April, two LCVPs were on patrol on the Kinh Xang Canal
(XS 398 458) when the screws of one becat became fouled. The boat
was beached and the crew attempted to clear the screw when an
explosive device detonated on the canal bank. The explosive device,
suspected ta be a grenade, was set off as a crewmember walked along
the bank near the water's edge. There were no suspicious personnel
in the vicinity of the incident which caused the wounding of two
Vietnamese sailors who were subsequently medevaced by LCVP to

Dong Tam. No damage to the boat resulted from the expicsion.

On 26 April, a Monitor HQ 6502 and cne LCM-=6 each were

struck by B-40 rucket rounds and small arms fire from the east bank

CONFIRENTIAL
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of the Kinh Xang Canal in Dinh Tuong Province. The boats were struck
as they were preparing the beach with 40 mm and . 30/.50 caliber
machine gun fire. A sweep of the area by RF troops with Seawolf
support located spider holes used for the B-40 launch sites. Nine
Vietnamese sailors were wounded (four seriously) in this sudden

attack while enemy casualties were unknown. The LCM-6 suffered
minor shrapnel damage to the canopy but no hull damage. The Monitor
had a B-40 rocket round enter the coxswain's flat causing light

damage to the superstructure and control panel wiring and guages.

Both craft continued on their own power to the repair facility at

Dong Tam.

The Seals of Victor Platoon continued to interdict the enemy
LOCs and subvert the VC infrastructure. Based upon intelligence,
they made raids on various locations resulting in the capture of an
ARVN deserter and the My Tho City Sapper Squad Leader, and the

detaining of four suspected males.

On 10 April, CHNAVADVGRP, MACV requested that the Senior
Advisor RIVPATCMD provide the reasons for the lack of RPD 53 boat
availability., With the attack on 4 April, RPD 53 only had four operational
boats out of an assigned 19. Senior Advisor RIVPATCMD responded
on 12 April citing the six PBRs which sustained combat damage in the

last two months, the transfer of PBR repair facilities from My Tho to

SONFIDENTIAL
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Dong Tam, the lack of maintenance support at Binh Thuy due to the
rencovation of maintenance spaces, and the lack of maintenance
support from ISB Vinh Long and HQ 800 due te nonavailability of
PBR spare parts and personnel for all maintenance operations.

He qualified his statement that this was cnly temporary and that
eventually maintenance support should be available for the RPDs
assigned to TRAN HUNG DAQO 1I, VIII, and XiX. To further enforce
a repair policy that was stagnating, LT John H. Duncan had relieved
LT T. Hardy as DEPCOMNAVFORYV Repair Coordinator cn 19 April,
It was requested that all units utilizing the repair facilities at Dong
Tam tc ccordinate with LT Duncan as soon as pessible in order to
alleviate the tremenduus backlog of work presently stagnant at

LSB Dong Tam.
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TRAN HUNG DAQO IX

Action in the TRAN HUNG DAO IX AO was very light in
April as only two firefights were initiated resulting in no friendly
casualties and no recorded enemy dead. Intelligence sources had
indicated that infiltration of enemy units was increasing in this AO
but no substantiating proof of this infiltration was evident. During
this month RPD 62 and 63, assigned to this AO, continued to provide

escort for merchant craft transporting petroleum to Phnom Penh.
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TRAN HUNG DAO X

Action in the riverine environment near Ca Mau and Song Ong
Doc was limited to 12 firefights during April. The cunning VC of
An Xuyen Province highlighted the month by directing a 15 round
82 mm mortar barrage at the Scng Ong Doc subsector. Casualties
were light on both sides as the enemy sustained four killed and five

captured. One Vietnamese sailor was wounded.

The month started with the probing of the base defenses at
Ca Mau by enemy personnel. At 2230H PBRs of RPD 62 spotted five
men less than 100 meters from ATSB Ca Mau. The men evaded

and were taken under fire with no evidence of enemy casualties.

On the morning of 4 April, 15 kilometers southwest of Ca Mau
at VR 870 001, aggressive enemy guerrillas ambushed units of RID 48
at 0955H on the Song Ong Doc. Firing from cleverly concealed positions,
the enemy attacked with B-40 rockets and small arms and hit an
ASPB (HQ 5782) in the coxswain flats, slightly wounding one VNN
sailor. An accurate fusilade fromn the river craft plus a quick
airstrike from the Ca Mau Seawolves suppressed all enemy fire.
Four mud covered female suspects were detained, and two sampans,

and an American type helmet was captured.
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The enemy attacked by fire once again on 6 April when a PF
outpost three kilometers south of Song Ong Doc at VQ 971 987 was hit
by rockets, mortars, and small arms. Little damage was inflicted
on the outpost, but two civilians living nearby were seriously wounded.
A medevac helicopter was requested from VNAF assets but was
denied. The victims were subsequently carried to the hospital in

Ca Mau by PBRs of RPD 62.

Dufflebag sensors proved their worth on 12 April when heavy
vibrations were detected at 2010H at VR 963 014 near the Song Ong
Doc base. PFs were dispatched to the scene, a known enemy mortar
position, and in the brief firefight that ensued a PF soldier was

killed and two VC were slain.

The Song Ong Doc area (VR 915 010) was the scene of a unique
action on 16 April at 110§H when craft of RID 48, HQ 1295 and 1298,
received one B-50 round, incurring no casualties. Seawolf helicopters
were scrambled from Nam Can and placed a strike on the area.

The boat crews went ashore after the strike and captured two B-50
launchers but found no other material or evidence of casualties.
The advisor stated that he had seen a thin wire stretched across the
river and just as the boats hit the wire the rocket fired, lending

credence to the theory that this was a booby trap device.

SOPIEERLI AL
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The last firefight of the month occurred on 30 April on the
Song Ong Doc at 1045H. Units of RID 48 on routine patrol at
VQ 850 998 were attacked with one B-40 round and heavy small arms
fire. The river craft returned the fire and requested a Seawolf
alrstrike., After suppressing the fire from the bank, the river craft
beached and conducted a sweep of the area with no evidence of

enemy casualties, There were no friendly casualties.

Seal Team Twe, Detachment Alfa, Nine Platoon based at
Ca Mau under the leadership of LT Moran, stood down on 10 April for
rotation back to the United States. Relieving Nine Platoon was Papa
Platoon led by LTJG Antrim. Papa Platcon ferayed deep intc enemy
territory, interdicting lines of communicaticons and creating havoc

with the VC infrastructure.

On the night of 29 April at 1830H, Seals cf Papa Platoon were
inserted by SEALORD Slicks at VR 821 735 to interdict VC tax collec=
ter operations. Seawolves supplied air cover and upon insertion,
the platcon split intc two squads and patrelled approximately 150
meters to separate hootches. One group spotted a male evading,
tock him i;;;nder fire and presumably killed him. When the hootches
had been captured and security set, the area was searched revealing

a male hiding in a bunker under the first hootch and a man and a
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woman in the second hootch., The commandos then spotted another
evader, took him under fire, and probably killed him. At 1910H they
called for extraction and SEALORD and Seawolf units received

intense enemy fire on approach to the LZ. The men were finally
extracted at 1930H at a cost of one pilot and aircrewman wounded.

The Seal commander later said of the Seawolves, '"Their professionalism

alone prevented the Seals from incurring heavy casualties. "

The ATSB at Song Ong Doc was the scene of a tragedy late in
the afternoon on 5 April when a Vietnamese sailor attached to RID 48
returned to the base apparently intoxicated and started to argue with
the American (EN2 A. N. Cascio) RPD 62 advisor. The sailor
threatened EN2 Cascio with a knife and actually inflicted superficial
cuts on two other USN sailors who were witnesses to the melee.
The Vietnamese sailor was restrained by his shipmates and taken
to his boat whereupon he immediately tried to turn a .50 caliber
machine gun on the Americans. He was again restrained but not
subdued. He then picked up a concussion grenade and was advancing
on the Americans when BM1 Marvin Ballard, an advisor to RID 48
appeared on the scene and attempted to disarm him. In the struggle
the grenade exploded, blowing off the VNN sailor's hand and rupturing
BMI1 Ballard's eardrum. Both men were medevaced to Binh Thuy

by a SEALORD helicopter.
1, Seal Spotrep 300730Z Apr 71.
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Operation TRAN HUNG DAQO XVII

Activity in the TRAN HUNG DAO XVII AO was moderate with
the focus being on an.increase of enemy mining of friendly boats
patrolling along the Can Gao Canal and the Rach Tieu Dua River.
During the month of April. two LCMs and two ASPBs were mined,
resulting in the sinking of the ASPBs, while three attempted minings,
and 13 turtle mines and two launch bombs were discovered. In
addition, waterborne units of CTG 210 were involved in five firefights,
resulting in four VC killed and one captured while friendly units
sustained four Vietnamese killed, sfjj'.x wounded, and one missing;

three Americans were wounded.

The enemy was obviously placing greater emphasis in mining
VNN craft since 25 mining incidents have occurred in this AO since
the first of the year. The U Minh has long been an established area
of enemy strength. Since the ARVN and VNN began their operations
in the area, the enemy has tried to retaliate with as little risk to
himself as pcssible. By mining, he has attempted to interdict water-
borne resupply routes to the 32nd and 33rd Command Posts with little
risk of lcss cf life or of engagement. Recently captured enemy
documents listed plans to attack outposts along the Can Gao and
adjacent canals, indicating that the VC and NVA want to secure this

area as much as possible., With the GVN outposts destroved, the
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guerrillas would have more freedom of movement along the canals

and less chance of civilians betraying their operations to the allies.
With the GVN outposts gone and the GVN pacification program defeated,
the civilians would be sympathetic to the VC for fear of terrorist
reprisals. The recent absence of Hoi Chanhs from this area could
also indicate a raised enemy morale due to his mining successes,
Suggestions on how the allies would counter the enemy mining threat
included more efficient sweep operations, more civilian informants,

or an elimination of the convoys altogether. If the latter were accepted,
supplies could either be flown in to the 33rd CP or the aircraft
operating out of the CP could refuel at Rach Soi as they did before the

convoys began .

Because of the length of the canal and the dense vegetation
along the banks, the enemy can easily retain his ability to plant mines
undetected. Since the first of the year, there have been 10 mining
incidents on the Can Gao and seven incidents on the Rach Tieu Dua.
On 13 April, an intelligence source reported the intentions of the
LF Company in Kien An District (VR 840 512) to conduct a training
course on reconnaissance and sapper techniques. During February,
the 525 MI GP received reports of a three month training course in
watermining sapper techniques, teaching selected students from
various village units in Kien An District; the school was reportedly
located about eight kilometers north of the April school report.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Infiltration intc the U Minh by enemy forces has been noted by
intellgence scurces during the past few months and has continued to
present a problem during April. Hoil Chanhs have identified the Muong-
Dac Creek (VR 833 625), Rach Ong Lam (VR 840 664), and the
Kim=Qu’ Creek (VR 827 575) as insertion points of seaborne infiltration
craft intc the U Minh., Successful infiltration in these areas

reportedly occurred in January, February. and March.

With these many Ho: Chanh reports received concerning coastal
infiltration into the Delta region, it is cbvicus the enemy is placing
great emphasis in this method of resupply. It would be hard to
ascerta’n how many times the enemy has infiltrated in this manner
without detection, but the figures would probably be high (COMNAVFORV
INTSUM 097-71), With the ARVN disryption of the enemy's overland
supplv routes in Lacs and Cambodia, the enemy can be expected to

increase his seaborne nfiitration eficrts.

Seven mining incidents were recorded in April, Also, two launch
bombs and 13 turtle mines were recovered. While the number of these
‘nstances highlights the enemv's desire tc mine friendly craft, the fact
that these mines Wwere recover ed at the same time pcints to the

dilligent effcrts executed by TRAN HUNG DAO XVII assets.

On 5 April, U.S. personnel discovered a swimmer/sapper placed

watermine attached tec a U, S, Army LCM-8 alongside a pier at the
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Kien An Op Base (WR 128 897). The Vietnamese EOD team 15 and its
advisor were transported to Kien An to disarm the mine. The mine
was found to be a small shaped charge, turtle mine, weighing about
25 pounds and rigged for time detonation. No wires were attached
to the mine and it had been tied to the LCM-8 with nylon line.
Further inspection of the mine revealed that it had been triggerred

but that the main charge had failed to explode.

Although this is the first swimmer sapper placed turtle mine
discovered in the TRAN HUNG DAO XVII AO, there have been two
other incidents involving swimmer sapper placed mines in the area
since February. The other incidents occurred on the Cai Tau River

about 500 meters apart (VR 990 382) on 13 February and 27 March,

On the same day, 5 April, two minesweepers of MID 93, HQ 1018
and HQ 1853, were both mined in the vicinity of WR 054 452 while
leading a convoy of RAG 25/29 and RAID 75 units from Ca Mau enroute
to the 31st Regimental Command Post (WR 212 683). The second
minesweeper maneuvered to assist and was mined about twenty meters
from the first. Both craft stayed afloat and were towed to the 3lst
Regimental Command Post. Two Americans, BM2 R. B. Fejaranez
a:nd EN2 Terry M. Tanner, and three Vietnamese sailors, were

wounded. In addition, one VNN was missing.
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The majority of mining incidents that have gccurred in this AO
have been attributed to command detonated mines and it is likely
that these mines menticned above were cocmmand detonated even

though ne confirmation had been issued,

On 9 April, an RF/PF unit patrcliing the bank of the Can Gac Canal
(VR 96 73) ‘n advance <f a major fuel and ammunition convey from
Kien An to the 33rd CP, discovered two freshly emplaced launch
bombs rigged for command detcnation. The first bombs, with a 30
kilogram warhead was located about two inches below the surface of
the canal, approximately 50 meters from the first. Both bombs had

about 70 meters of electrical wire leading toc positicns off the west bank.

On the morning of 15 April, HQ 5151, an ASPB of RAID 71. was
rocked by a small mine explosion while shifting pesiticns at the 33xd
Command Post (VR 945 €19). The mine detcnated under the fantail,
blewing one cf the ,50 caliber mounis cver the side. The .50 caliber
was later recovered, cleaned and remounted cn the ASPB. No friendly

casualties were incurred and only minor damage resulted tc the boat,

Since the first cf the year, there have been nine separate
mining ‘ncidents on the Can Gac Canal. The last reported mining in
the vicinity of the one above occurred on 13 January when two floating mines

were detonated within 100 meters of this area.
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On 18 April, the 407th RF Company discovered 13 turtle mines
in an area about five kilometers south of the 33rd CP (VR 951 551). The
mines were not rigged and did not contain explosives. Examination
of the mines revealed that they were identical to the turtle mine
found attached to the hull of the U.S. Army LCM moored at ATSB
Kien An on 5 April. The mines were recovered from the area
between canals 24 and 30 which had been mentioned as the area of
operations of the enemy U-3 mine/munitions worksite. Personnel
associated with the U-3 have been involved in techni;al preparations
for every known watermining incident on the Can Gao Canal, and it
is believed that thorough and detailed sweep operations of the area

would uncover additional caches. (COMNAVFORV INTSUM 096-71).

On 20 April, a watermine detonated about 15 feet off the
starboard side of the lead boat (ASPB) in a 16 boat convoy prcceeding
north to the 32nd CP on the Rach Tieu Dua (WR 009 360). This
detonation was approximately one kilometer within the site of the

recent mining of an ASPB and LCM.

TRAN HUNG DAO XVII waterborne assets continued to patrol the
myriad waterways in support of the many outposts that have been
set up to pacifly the U Minh Forest. As an example, an outpost in
the vicinity of WR 166 788 on 1 April at 0130H requested assistance
from an assault of an estimated 30 VC which had penetrated positions

CONFIDENTIAL
41



CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED

scuth cf the outpest, Thke PBR boats got underway and proceeded to
rake the south bank when enemy fire was spotted. While in the process,
two swimmers were spotted swimming towards the craft and were
taken under iire with small arms and hand grenades. As the craft
pr.ceeded scutheast down the Cal Lon River (WR 200 770) with PBR
7714 in the lead, one B=40 or B4l rcund was fired froem the north

bank. The enemy movement was finaily s..enced ‘n the area which

has been termed as the cressing pcint for enemy forces who have

been harassing the ATSB Kien An. There were no friendly casualties,

and it was presumed that the two VC swimmers were killed.

On 7 April at 1230H, HQ 1235 was beached ¢n the east bank of
the Cal Tau River (WR 0.3 347) in An Xuven Provinze on an assigned
davtime ¢peration. The crewmen searching the area cn the bank
nadvertanily tripped a bocby trap resulring in two Vietnamese sallors

being killed.

On 14 April, PBRs 7708 and 77.3 whils n a waterborne guard-
pest in the vicinlty of WR 230 741 seven and cne half meters west
ef Kien Hung. Kien Glang Prevince, provided gunfire suppost for an
cutpost under attack., As the attack ¢ ntinued, B=40 and/or B-4l rocket
flre and small arms fire were rece ved by the craft untll the 135
millimeter howitzer was unleashed by the ARVN seldiers frem Kien

Hung District. Nc¢ friendlr or enemy <asuaities were recorded.
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On 15 April, PBRs 7707 and 7719 were proceeding woutheast on

the Song Cai Lon with PBR 7707 in the lead when nine B-40 or B-41

rocket rounds were fired by the VC. Five of the rounds were near

misses, while one impacted amidships on PBR 7719 and wounded

BMI K. L. Morey, the advisor on board.

PBRs 7702, 7704, 7709, and

7712 were in the immediate vicinity and responded with devastating fire on

the attackers and helped rescue the three beleaguered craft.

The

continuous suppressive fire forced the enemy to flee their bunkered

positions and rocket launchers.

PBRs 7708 and 7713 joined with the

group and beached near the scene, crewmembers conducting a sweep

of the area.

was discontinued.

No enemy personnel could be found, and the operation

The two wounded sailors, one American and one

Vietnamese, were medevaced to the operating base at Kien An for

further treatment.

While the number of craft sunk had considerably diminished

in the last few months, the number to be salvaged was still considerable

Those still to be salvaged as of 2 April

Location

nge

were as follows:

Unit

Coordinates

Can Gao Canal U.S5. Army LCM-8 1099th Trans. Co. VR 990 768
2 LCM-8 HQ 8008 VNN TG 210.1 VR 955 700
" Commandament 6001 RAG 26 VR 970 745
. ATC HQ 1256 RAID 71 VR 945 667
Nga Ba Cai Tau LCM-6 HQ 1526 RAG 26 WR 280 700
River and Xang LCM-8 ARVN WR 265 739
Cut Canal LCM-6 HQ 1507 RAG 26 WR 364 687
Cai Tau and Zippo HQ 6533 RAID 75 WR 980 383
Trem Trem ATC RAID 40 WR 945 415
Rivers Command, HQ 6002 RAG 25/29 WR 050 460
LCM-6 HQ 1506 RAG 25/29 WR 025 390

SoMNFIEANELAL
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Saivage efforts on these iisted and on the twe ASPBs sunk
during the month proceeded as in the past with energetic efforts put
ferth by HCU-=1, These perscnnel, working under conditions considered
by almost any standard to be austere, raised HQ 1256, the U.S. Army
LCM-8. HQ 5134, and a French Commandament, HQ 600L, In addition,
salvage and survey effcrts continued in dawn to dusk operations on the

other wrecks ‘n the canals.

The salvage of HQ 1256 which began last month finally was
completed as the craift was pulled on to the beach during the early
part of April, The mine which crippled this craft severely damaged
the bow to such an extent that for the time being it rested on land

until repairs could be effected that would enable it to float.

On 14 April, the U.S. Army LCM-8 sunk on 26 March was
successfully raised by salvage perscnnel. With two ASPBs as escerts,
the craft was towed cut of the Can Gac Canal tecward Kien An.
However, before It could be safely beathed and secured, the wreck
sank again in the water just ¢ff ATSB Kien An, The LCM-8 rested on
the bottom ‘n 25 feet of water about 30 yards cif the east end of the

Kien An plar,

On 18 April, less than 24 hours after It was sunk on the Can Gao
Canal at VR 992 769. HQ 5134 was refloated by USN salvage personnel,
HQ 5134 was towed to Kien An in ¢onvoy with three ASPBs, two LCMs,

CONEIDENTIATL,
44



DECLASSIFIED

oery uB”) AY) UO S

20a10] 98®vATES |

"L99 S§F6 MA JO AJTUIDTA 2U) UT [RUBD

NDH Aq punoy se ‘9671 OH DLV

G S pHRR T

R atiiiet .
A b

SBHT oy bt R D
w»ww e : Leni Tl
W\m i3 33
§ s : o

=l

i

e
s
R

45



HQ 1256, which has been removed by the Harbor

Unit Team One, rests on the banks of the Cai Lon River.

Clearance
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one ATC, and one VNN LCM-8. The convoy arrived at 1630H at Kien An

without incident. Senior Advisor, Deputy TRAN HUNG DAO stated:

"The rapid response of the TRAN HUNG DAO XVII Salvops Team in
raising the HQ 5134 within 24 hours after it was sunk on the Can Gao Canal
has once again demonstrated the highly professional and dedicated
service that has typified your salvage operations in the U Minh Forest
waterways. The men of the entire team have my appreciation for a job

well done, ™

On 23 April, the salvage team raised the RAG 26 Commandament
HQ 6006, whose hull was badly damaged by several mine explosions .
The wreck was underwater for seven months in the vicinity of VR 973 750.
With the help of an ARVN bulldozer as deadman, the wreck was pulled

onto the beach near the 33rd Regimental CP.

The RADRAG system which was to have alleviated the mining
threat by use of electronic sensors during operational sweeps was
still not operational and was an item of considerable anguish for both
COMNAVFORYV and Senior Advisor CTF 210. On 16 April, COMNAVFORV
requested that a report on the initial operational sweep with RADRAG

be made and that appropriate comments be included by the Senior Advisor

SONEIDENTIAL

1. SA DEPCOMTHD msg dtg 220739Z APRIL 1971.
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ATSB Kien An. He also desired a dally situaticn reportfrom the
Senior Advisor CTF 210 cn the employment of RADRAG, including
hours emploved, results, false alarm rate. and problem areas.

The reasons for the urgency of the use «f the svsterm were the

cbvlous need to reduce craft losses to watermires and the need t
determne { RADRAG s a workable countermeasure to the command
detonated mine, The Senior Adviscr CTF 210 was voncerned with the
safety of the sweeping un.ts empleying the RADRAG svstem, since
these units were meore vulnerable t¢ mining than those empioying
chain drag tacticvs,ad as the RADRAG system has no built-in capability
te disarm mines, He requested that the use ¢f the RADRAG system
be delaved unt'l vempletion ¢f the LCM=8 conversion, therebv I'miting

injury to perscnnel.,

On 22 April,, COMNAVFORYV reccmmended that RADRAG be taken
cn an abbreviated missicn down the canal from Kien An, sc that a feel
for the number of alarms 1o be expected  ould be establ'shed., He alsc
commented on the use of springs which were being used ‘n the -~ nversion
of the LCM-8 stating that in shock tests. sp:ings aniy store energy,
they do not dissipate energy. However, he d’d p.int out that his

thoughts were not to stlile initlative but ¢nly to provide information.

CONEFIDENT AL ~
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On 26 April, the Senior Advisor CTF 210 reported that the LCM-38
conversion was basically complete and that a planned test would
take place on 2 May. He also advised COMNAVFEORYV that styrofoam

instead of springs would be used as the deck shock absorber.

NAVLE DMAC responded to CTG 210. 4's criticism of Dustoff
operations which were posed in the previous month to DEPCOMNAVFORV
as a result of the time lag, unsatisfactory service, and possibly, dual
standards existing for American and Vietnamese casualties.
In a terse message, he stated that Dustoff precedence for pickup, as
quoted from USARV Regulation 40-10 set the following priority: U.S.
Armed Forces, citizens of the United States, RVNAF, RF/PF, PW (enemy),
and civilians. Wounded civilians would be picked up when there were
other wounded in the first five categories and were at the same pick
up point. Medevac missions were not flown in response to civilian
wounded unless wounds were incurred by U.S. actions, He further requested
COMNAVFORY to advise all personnel on Dustoff priorities and response

times and to substantiate all unsatisfactory performances in the future.

RADM H. S. Matthews was relieved of his duties as DEPCOMTHD

by Commodore Tanh, Vice CNO VNN on 2 April, and on that date became

Senior Advisor DEPCOMTHD. This new position was in the operational

advisory chain of command for USN advisors which parallels the VNN
operational chain of command. The Senior Advisor DEPCOMTHD

reported directly to Chief Naval Advisory Group, MACV.
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TRAN HUNG DAO XVIil

The month cf April passed with five more Mekeng convoys
successfully transporting critically needed POL to the Camboedian
capital from the Tan Chau staging area in the Republic of Vietnam.,
Despite heavy enemy efforts to interdict two of the convoys, the
successful coordination of the varicus elements participating in
the operation - Cambedian, Vieitnamese and American - kept the
entire contents of the convoys intact. With the destruction of the
Kompong Som Refinery at Phnom Penh in the previcus month, the

convoys took on a greater importance

In the waning hours of March, Convey TF-12 was stalled
halfway between Neak Luong and Phnom Penh while ARVN and
Force Armée Nationale Khme: troops, with the aid of U,S. air
support, tried to disicdge a large enemy firce which was dug
in on the east bank of the Mekong. After a it hour halt, the convoy
prcceeded to Phnom Penh with no further incident, arriving on the
first of April at 1030H. The cenveoy was composed of a merchant

ship, two tugs, two Leapdal towboats and a VNN tanker which

accompan’ed the convoy as far as Neak Luong.

The return convey, PT=I2, consisting of a merchant ship, a tug
with two empty barges, the twe Leapdal towbcats, and a VNN LST

carrying refugees, arrived back in Tan Chau on i April at 2190H

without ‘ncident
CQNEIDENTIATL
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Convoy TP-14, consisting of two merchant ships, three tugs, four
POL barges, two ammo barges, and two towboats, departed Tan Chau
at 0001H on 7 April, It arrived at Phnom Penh the same day without
encountering enemy contact. The return convoy, PT-14, consisting
of one merchant ship, three tugs and two towboats with five empty
barges, left Phnom Penh at 0930H on 8 March and arrived at Tan Chau

10 hours later without incident.

Convoy TP-15, composed of two merchant ships carrying general
cargo, a tanker carrying POL, a tug with two ammo barges under tow,
four Leapdal towboats and two POL barges, a VNN tanker with POL,
and two ARVN LCUs, departed Tan Chau at 0030H on 16 April and

arrived at Phnom Penh 13 hours later without incident.

The return convoy, PT-15, was composed of three merchant ships,
a tanker, two tugs, and a Leapdal towboat. It departed the Khmer
capital at 1030H on 17 April. At 1430H a UH-1L smoke screen helo
which was providing security for the convoy was forced to land one mile
north of Neak Luong at 1900H due to a loss of fuel oil pressyre. The helo
was lifted by a CH-47 (Chinook helo) shortly after the landing, with no
damages incurred. The convoy, having experienced no delay, arrived

at Tan Chau at 1430H.
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Convoy TF-1i6, consisting of cne merchant, a tanker, three tugs,
a towboat, two general cargo barges, two ammo barges, and three POL
barges, carrying in all 1,150,000 galions of POL and 833 tons of ammunition,
departed Tan Chau staging area at 2330H on 22 April. It arrived on 23
April at i250H, having experienced nu enemy contact. The return
convey, PT-16, compaosed of four merchant sh;‘p;s, four tugs and four
barges, leit Phnom Penh at 0945H on 24 April and arrived at Tan Chau

nine hours later without incident

The fifth and final convaoy of the month, TF-17, proved the must
ill-fated. It departed Tan Chau at 000IH cn 29 April, with a sizeable
massing of five merchant ships, a tug towing two ammunition barges,

a Leapdal towbcat with 150, 000 gallons of POL, and a tanker with 600, 000
galions of POL. At 032ZH the convey came under attack, receiving 40
B-40 rockets and autamatic weapons tire, at WT 255 300, ten miles
ins‘de Cambndia. The convoy was again attacked 18 minutes later with

10 B-40 rockets. The SS OCEAN LIFE 6 SS PROSPERITY, and SS VIRGINIA
repcrted light damage from the attack. Without further ‘ncident, the
cenvoy arrived at Phnom Penh at 1300H. A iire broke cut later

aboard SS PROSFERITY in the after hold, which was believed to have
been caused by a .50 caliber tracer round .cdged in the cargo of
refrigerators and styroicam, The fire was put cut by local fire trucks
and a port fire boat and the ship listed about 15 degrees from water used

to douse the fire, but was never in any danger «f sinking

CQNEIDENTIAL
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Convoy PT-17, composed of a tanker, a tug, and two towboats
with two barges, departed the capital city at 0930H on 30 April and

arrived nine hours later without incident.

According to the COMNAVFORV INTSUM of 20 March, the
Kompong Som Refinery, which was demolished in early March, was far
from being repaired to any usable capacity. Three alternatives
were given towards regaining a semblance of oil stocking capacity:
the first was total reconstruction of the refinery, which would cost
$4,000, 000 and one year's labor. Temporary repair, the second alternative,
would cost $500, 000 and would last for two years. The third alternative
and the recommended choice was to do nothing to fix the refinery as yet,
since the area was still not secure even for repair crews. Thus
for the forseeable future, Nha Be and Singapore would provide Phnom
Penh's POL. The remaining stocks at the devastated Kompong Som

Refinery were being transferred to Phnom Penh via the Mekong River.

CONFTIDENTTAL
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Activity in the TRAN HUNG DAO XIX AO was light and probably
indicated the GVN pacification that has been steadily increasing with
each succeeding month. Three firefights were recorded by CTG 217.2's
waterborne units and in addition, these units acted ¢n three occasions
as the blocking force for the ARVN 10th Regiment in their ground
operations. No naval casualties were incurred although one ARVN
soldier was wounded on 30 April in a combined uperation. Five VC
were killed and one captured. Three Vietnamese sailors were wounded

and one PF soldier killed in separate incidents involving friendly troops.

Intelligence reports of resupply by sea intc the areas of MR 4
continued to be received. Kien Hoa and Kien Giang Provinces were the
areas where most of this activity was supposed to have taken place.
Three separate 525 Military Group repcerts recelved in the last five
months had indicated the resupply ‘'from the sea’ had been taking
place cff Kien Hoa Province, with the material destined for VC use in
the Binh Dai Secret Zone. The D-100 Navigationa! Group had been

mentioned as the unit responsible for this activity.

The dissappearance of enemy activity in the TRAN HUNG DAQ XIX
AO could be explained by the current intellgence reports that

emphasized a low posture on engagements and a concentration of

CONFIBENTAL
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supplies for a later offensive. On 12 April an intelligence report

related the operations of an enemy transportation company delivering

war material into Kien Hoa Province. The unit was bringing the
supplies in from the north on sampans by way of various rivers and
canals. On 16 April another report indicated that sometime in early
April, an NV A ocean-going ship unloaded an unknown amount of
ammunition and weapons near the mouth of the Cua Dai River (XS 995 300)
in Kien Hoa Province. The report further indicated that two previous

shipments occurred in late November and early March.

A Hoi Chanh, who rallied on 8 April, related operations of the
3001 Sapper Battalion located at the mouth of the Bo De River (WQ 25 67),
including the unloading of an "infiltration trawler' on 8 February.
Recently captured documents had also indicated that the 96'2nd MF
INF BN of VC in MR 3, operating in the same area as the 3001, was

also responsible for the unloading of infiltration trawlers.

The waterborne units of CTG 217.2 were engaged on three
different occasions during the month, and although this would indicate
that they were idle, the case was not so since they were also involved
in blocking operations for the 10th ARVN Regiment. On 1l April,

RAG 23/31 and RID 45 craft were attacked with four B-40 or B-41
rockets and two 75 mm recoilless rifle rounds in the vicinity of

XS 592 148, All rounds missed the craft and a reconnaissance

TCONFIDENTL
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company was immediately inserted without contacting the enemy.

No friendly or enemy casualties were repocrted.

On 19 April, RAG 23/31, RID 4%, and RPD 56 craft acted as a
blocking force in support of the 10th ARVN Regiment in Kien Hoa
Province from XS 615245 to XS 575 295. The ARVN troops were
inserted by helicopters along with a Regional Force Company at
XS 611 239, They met brief resistance but eventually overcame the
enemy and in the process, killed five VC and captured one B-40
rocket and 23 individual weapons. Seventeen large bunkers were
destroyed by 40 mm and 105 mm Monitor guns during the coperation.
CTG 217. 2 stated that he considered this operation to be the best

coordinated operaticn TRAN HUNG DAO XIX units have ever participated

The problem of discipline arose in the ranks of the Vietnamese
Army and Navy personnel. On two separate cccasions, personnel
were wounded by irresponsible friendly forces. On 22 Aprii,
Fireman Thai from R1D 45 Monitor HQ 6538 was walking across a
bridge (XS 517 312) in Kien Hoa Prevince when for some unknown
reason, he prt'ic:eeded to discharge twe shots into the alxr. and as his
intentions were misinterpreted, he was in turn shot by the ARVN
guard with four M-16 ruunds in the abdomen. The RID 45 advisor
from the Monitor medevaced him tc the local hospital where his
condiction remained critical

GeNEIDENTIAL
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On 25 April, a Vietnamese patrol officer and the boat captain
of PBR 7614 attached to RPD 56 in Kien Hoa Province were wounded
in the legs by friendly fire in the vicinity of XS 453 328. The wounding
of the two VNN occurred when crewmembers of PBRs 7614 and 7605
were accosted by two intoxicated PF soldiers who were firing their
weapons in the air and tossing grenades into the water. In their
attempt to disassociate themselves from the two PF soldiers and in
the process of casting off, the VNN crewmembers were suddenly fired
upon by the PF from behind trees and in the exchange that took place,
one PF was killed and two VNN were wounded. The USN advisor stated
to the commanding officer and senior advisor to RPD 56 and province
officials that PBR personnel were not at fault and that on previous

occasions, sporadic fire had been received from this area.

CONFIDENTHAL
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L2.TRAN HUNG DAQ XX

The strategic Vinh Te Canal straddling the border between
Vietnam and Cambodia lay dormant for the second month in a row as
a combination of ARVN pressure on enemy elements in Cambodia and
low water in the canal served to preclude an outbreak of hostility.
The one friendly casualty occurred at Chau Doc when CM3 Roger M.
Carter fell from an ammi into the swift current and drowned.

He was assisting in lashing material to the ammi for transport when

the accident occurred.

Although hostile action was almost nonexistent, the logistics and
support problems were vigorously pursued by the base commanders
at Chau Doc and Tan Chau as they jointly submitted a lessons learned
message about various inadequacies in habitability, sanitation, and
base layout at their locations. Suggestions for improved habitability
included replacing heat radiating galvanized steel roofing with heat
reflecting aluminum type material, obtaining more self help material
to allow base personnel to improve their living quarters, and overhead

fans for living and working spaces.

Under a general heading of sanitation and public works it was
further recommended that continental type toilets be installed in

future construction because of its relative simplicity when compared

EONFEBENETIAL
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to American type plumbing. Additionally it was recommended that
the sewage and water systems be given a greater capacity and more
powerful pumps as well as a back up capability. Concern was also
expressed about the overloading of generators at both bases. It was
pointed out that they are running at close to capacity and probably
could not weather a 150% overload as is called for in generator
specifications. Two other concerns in the electrical domain were
improper and unsafe connections to dependent housing and the lack of

emergency power for the NOC bunkers.

The other major area of concern was base layout. The base
officials noted that erosion is a serious problem and could lead to
worse problems if proper culverts, drainage systems, and seawalls
are not constructed. There also exists a requirement for a large, open
air, covered assembly hall and some recreational areas such as
basketball and volleyball courts. Another problem area is that there
is not a flagpole or ceremonial area at either base, the absence of

which is a source of irritation to the Vietnamese personnel.

In conclusion the officials stated that the work had been carried
out by the Seabees according to plans but the designs were not

adequate in the areas mentioned.

CONFIEDENTIAL
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RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE

Activity in the Rung Sat Special Zone was light to moderate
during the month of April as the RF and PF personnel with their
advisors kept up the relentless pursuit of the enemy through the
dense swamps of the area, The insertions of units under the
CHUONG DUONG search and destroy operations were successfully
ferreting out the enemy and exerting continuous pressure such that
the VC in the Rung Sat were reported to be breaking into groups of
three to five men and keeping on the move constantly to avoid
detection. The month's sweeps accounted for 21 VC killed, 14
captured, and the destruction of 15 bunker complexes. There were
22 friendly casualties: 16 RFs, two VNN, and four civilians wounded.
Significant enemy captures included: 453 kilos of rice, a 750 1b. bomb,
13 kilos of documents, four anti-personnel mines, four blasting

caps, and a large amount of medical supplies and field equipment.

On 2 April, 27 RSSZ PRUs were inserted by U.S. Army Slick
aircraft and by two PBRs from RPD 57 into Can Giuoc District, Long
An Province, 15 kilometers south of LSB Nha Be. In the process of
sweeping the area, they located and destroyed three bunkers. On
3 April RSSZ RF Company 117, while enroute to an insertion position

aboard a Vietnamese River Patrol Craft, received one B-40 rocket
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round from three VC approximately 24 kilometers south of the Nha Be
LSB in Quang Xuyen District. The troops returned the fire and the
VC fled south. Two RF soldiers were slightly wounded. The next
day a unit of RPD 51 on routine patrol of the Tac River came under
B-40 rocket and AK-47 fire. The B-40 hit the lead boat about two
feet aft of the bow and exited the port side, failing to detonate.

The crews immediately returned the fire, with unknown results.

Two Vietnamese sailors were wounded in the encounter.

On 6 April a RSSZ RF Company 999 soldier on a CHUONG DUONG
17-71 troop sweep detonated a booby~trapped grenade at YS 200 804.
The resultant explosion wounded the soldier who was promptly
medevaced to Long Binh. On 7 April, the Quang Xuyen Intelligence
Squad, while enroute to a guard post by sampan, received approximately
three B-40 rounds in the vicinity of XS 964 738. The squad returned
the fire and the VC fled. Five PF soldiers were wounded, two

seriously, and the friendly sampan destroyed.

On 8 April, 36 RSSZ PRUs were inserted by Slick aircraft 17
kilometers northeast of Nha Be (YS 076 936), for the purpose of
sweeping the area which had been reported as being VC infested.
Upon insertion, one VC was captured immediately. Continuing the

sweep in pursuit of an unknown number of VC, the PRUs captured
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another VC at ¥YS 093 935 and again made contact with the enemy
at YS 073 940. Three VC were killed when they attempted to evade.
Two base camps and 200 kilos of rice were destroyed and cne kilo

of documents was captured.

On 9 April, in Can Gio District, 30 kilometers southeast of the
LSB Nha Be, RSSZ RF Company 875 trcops on a sweep found one VC
base camp in the vicinity of ¥S 083 515. Trocps destroyed four bunkers,
four blasting caps, three grenades, one water tank, and a cooking pot
with three kilos of rice. A few minutes later two VC were sighted
evading north and were pursued but with no success. The troops
found a fresh grave with one body approximately 48 hours old at
YS 081 5.7; the death of the VC was attributed tc USN and USA H&I fire on
7 April. A USA LHFT, providing coordination and cover for the
troop movements, sighted and placed A/S fire on four VC at YS 073516,
killing a’l of them., Later in the afterncon the RSSZ Psyops team

conducted a loudspeaker broadcast in the area urging the VC to Chieu Hoi.

On li April at 2025H, Phucc Khanh Viilage in Nhon Trach
District of Bien Heca Province, four kilometers east of Nha Be,
received small arms fire from approximately four VC. Ten minutes
later a USN LHFT vectored to the vicinity and placed H&! fire aleng the

suspected evasion route with unknown results. Phuoc Khanh Village
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is strategically located on the Rach Muong Canal. Intelligence
sources reported that on 25 March six VC came into the village
carrying B-40 or B-41 rockets and explosives, possibly for use

against ships moored in the Nha Be area.

On the same day, 1l April, the RSSZ PRUs again showed their
talents when they captured seven VC at XT 469 128, 90 kilometers
northwest of Nha Be in Duc Hoa District, Hau Nghia Province.

The prisoners were turned over to the MR III Interrogation Center.

On 12 April, the Can Gio Intelligence Squad with an advisor
were inserted by sampan in the vicinity of YS 107 517, and while
sweeping southwest, found a 750 pound bomb (a dud). Members of

EOD Team 41 were inserted by Slick to destroy the bomb in place.

On 15 April at 1300H, 18 RSSZ PRUs were inserted in Nhon
Trach District 20 kilometers northeast of Nha Be and made contact
with 12 VC at YS 092 933. One VC was killed and one captured.

At 1315H another group of PRUs were inserted at YS 101 908 and
sighted three females evading to the south. The three women were

captured along with three kilos of documents.

On 18 April RSSZ RF Company 36l troops detonated one anti-

personnel mine while disembarking from an LCVP in Can Gio 34

kilometers southeast of LSB Nha Be. One RF was seriously wounded

CONEIDENTIAT
AL

63



CoES BT DECLASSIFIED

while one civilian was slightly wounded. A sweep <f the area
discovered another a.nt';nlpersr.\nnel mine which was destroyed in place.
The mines and booby-~trapped greanades placed in Can Gic during

the month were confined to a strip frem one to two kilometers wide

north of the Dong Hoa - Can Gic Road and running the length of the road.

=

On 19 April at 1100H, while on a security sweep, RSSZ PF
Platocn 007 sighted an estimated squad ¢f VC in a base camp in the
vicinity of XS 965 745, in Quang Xuven District. The troops took
the VC under fire and the enemy ifled. One hootch and six sleeping
platforms were destroyed. On the same day at YS 016 570, RSSZ
RF Company 601 treops found one body, approximately 10 te 14 days
dead, believed to be the result of USN LHFT H&I fire on 3 April.
Also on 19 April in Can Gio District, the Can Gio Intelligence Squad
found and destroyed in place another anti-personnel mine at YS 156 519,
Later in the day RSSZ PF Platcon 15, participating in DONG KHOI
Phase 1II, was inserted by sampan in the vicinity of ¥S 095 523 and
found and destroyed one three<kilo anti-personnel mine, one bunker,

and asscorted c¢ooking utensils.

On 20 April RSSZ RF Company :17 and RSSZ PF Platoon 005
troops, while in an assault position in Quang Xuyen District at

XS 950 568, made contact with approximately three VC, One of the
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enemy was wounded as he evaded to the east and one AK=47, three
AK-47 magazines, and one VC flag were captured. The following
day a troop sweep of the area discovered the body of a man identified
as the Ly Nhon Guerrilla Unit Squad Leader. The VC's death was

attributed to the RF Company 117 and PF Platoon 005 encounter.

In Go Cong Province at XS 727 397 on 20 April, a truck
detonated a road mine. Two RF soldiers and two women were
wounded and the truck was destroyed. This incident was the first
road mining to occur in over one and a half years in the province.
The NILO at Go Cong reported that the incident tended to support
the presence of sappers in the Coconut Grove area of the province.
He further stated that the VC assassinated a 76-year-old woman on
19 April and kidnapped a PSDF trooper who later escaped on 23
April., The NILO at Go Cong believed this interdiction by the
enemy was a display to show the people that they were still strong
in a pacified province. The GVN planned to demonstrate to the people
that they could subdue any VC concentration at will with an upcoming
operation. During April two base camps were found in the province

and 10 VCI were neutralized (one Hoi Chanh and nine KIA),
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On 22 April RSSZ PRUs were inserted in Can Giuoc District
and captured 10 kilos of medical supplies and destroyed one bunker
at XS 894 662. During a sweep in Can Gio District on the same day,
RF Company 647 troops tripped another bocby-trapped grenade at
YS 136 533, resulting in three RFs wounded (one seriously). The
wounded were medevaced within an hour to Cong Hoa Hospital in

Saigon.

Operation CHUONG DUONG 19-71 was initiated in Quang Xuyen
District on 22 April and immediately located an enemy base camp,
a mine, and two bunkers at XS 973 732  all of which were destroyed.
Later in the afternoon RF Company 902, while at a night assault
position, inspected and detained two sampans with eight suspects
at XS 973 735. The suspects were taken to Quang Xuyen District

Headquarters for investigation.

On 23 April at 2330H an 80 kilo mine was detected by a ship's
crewmember being placed alongside the Shell Tanker ACTEON by
two VC swimmers at the Shell Tank Farm two kilometers northwest of
I.SB Nha Be. The security force was alerted and the two swimmers
were taken under fire; they were probably killed, but no bodies were
recovered. The mine drifted approximately 500 meters upriver and

was detonated by fire from the security force.
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On 24 April RSSZ forces located and destroyed two bunkers
at YS 063 787, Nhon Trach District. On the same day in Can Gio
District at YS 085 542, a bunker complex and 50 kilos of rice were

destroyed.

On 30 April PRUs were inserted by Slick in Bien Hoa Province
at YS 097 928, and made contact with an unknown number of VC in a
base camp at YS 104 928. Two VC were killed and the base camp
destroyed. The remaining VC fled southwest with the PRUs in
pursuit. At 1350H the troops made contact with some VC in a base
camp at YS 099 907. One VC was killed and again the base camp
was destroyed. At 1445H the PRUs made still another contact with
the enemy in a base camp at YS 069 939, killing two VC. In addition,
one VC and 10 kilos of clothing and equipment were captured. After
the departure of the successful PRUs, USA and USN LHFTs placed
airstrikes on the area, killing five more of the enemy and destroying

the base camp.
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Long Tau Shipping Incidents

For April there were no attacks or harassment incidents on
ships transitting the Long Tau Shipping Channel te and from Saigon.
The most recent incident occurred on 1 November 1970, perhaps

indicating the effectiveness of RSSZ allied operations.

SONEIDENTIAL
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CTE 211

The following was the disposition of the RAID units at the end of

April:

RAID OPCON Location
70 GG 210.1 Kien An
71 GG 2101 Kien An
72 GT U 218.1,35 Cambodia
73 CTU 218,13 Cambodia
74 CTF 210 Ca Mau
75 CTF 210 Ca Mau

Each RAID is composed of approximately eight ATCs, five
ASPBs, two MONs, one CCB, and one REF. The RAIDs are reviewed

in their respective operations.

CONEIDENTIAL
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CTF 212

The following was the disposition of RPD units at the end of April:

RPD OPCON Location

51 228 Cat Lal

52 216.1;, 228 Phu Cuong, Nha Be
55 217.1 My The

54 214.1 Ben Keo

55 24852 Tan Chau, Chau Doc
56 2ET: Vinh Long

5% 228 Nha Be

58 2125 Rach Soi

59 218.2 Tan Chau

60 2131 Hel An

61 210. 4 Rach Soi

62 212, 6 Phuoc Xuyen

63 2123 | Ca Mau

64 214, 1 Mo« Hoa., Tuyen Nhon
65 Training Binh Thuy

Each RPD is compcesed of approximately 20 PBRs and is reviewed

in the operation in which it operates.
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CTF 214

The following was the disposition of RID units at the end of April:

RID OPCON Location
40 210.1 Kien An
41 116.1 Nam Can
42 217.1 Dong Tam
43 214.1 Tra Cu

44 116. 1 Nam Can
45 217, 2 Ben Tre
46 116.1 Nam Can
47 214.1 Go Dau Ha
48 212.:6 Ca Mau

Each RID is generally composed of approximately five ATCs,
one MON, six ASPBs, one CCB, one Zippo, one REF, and one RECH.

The RIDs are reviewed in their respective operations.

CONFIDENTIAL
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RIVER ASSAULT GROUPS

The following was the disposition of RAG units at the end of

Aprils

RAG OPCON Location

22 GTG 216. 1 Phu Cuong

24 CTG 216.1 Phu Cuong

26 Commander, Long Xuyen
Fourth Riverine Area

27 CTF 228 Nha Be

28 Commander, Long Binh
Third Riverine Area

30 Ccmmander, Long Binh
Third Riverine Area

32 Commander, Hue
First Coastal Zone

21/33 CTG 217.1 Dong Tam

23431 Cra 214. 2 Vinh Long

25/29 CTG 21043 Ca Mau

81 Convoy Escort Cat Lai

Fourth Riverine Area

Each RAG is composed of approximately five ATCs, one MON,
one ASPB, fcur CCBs, and six LCM-6s., The RAGs are reviewed in

their respective operations.
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Special Warfare

The following was the disposition of the Seal Detachments operating

in a combat capacity throughout the country at the end of April:

Detachment OPCON Location Officer-in=-Charge
Team One 2173 Dong Tam LTJG Clapp
Det Golf LTJG Young

Victor Platoon

Team One 116, 2 Ca Mau LT Antrim
Det Golf
Papa Platoon

Team One 116. 12 Bac Lieu LTIG Taylor
Det Golf LTJG Camphell
Quebec Platoon

Team Two 11632 Vi Thanh LTJG Ganoung
Det Alfa LTJG Kirkwood
Ten Platoon

Team One 116.1 Nam Can LTJG Couch
Det Golf LT Sandoz
Whiskey Platoon

Team One 116, 5 Rach Soi LTJG Boyhan

Det Golf LTJG Dundas
Romeo Platoon

Seal units are reviewed in the operation in which they operate.
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCES

During April, MARKET TIME patrol units of the USN inspected
i, 148 craft during day and night patrols, boarded 36 and detained none.
The VNN MARKET TIME units on Inner Barrier patrols boarded 9, 083
junks and sampans, detaining four persons. The Coastal Surveiliance
units acccounted for six structures and two bunkers destroyed, and one SL-8

trawler infiltrator sunk.

The highlight ¢f the month for the MARKET TIME units was the
engagement and sinking of a Nerth Vietnamese SL-8 infiltrator trawler on

the morning of 12 April

The trawler was first sighted at 1742H ¢n 8 April by MARKET TIME
VP aircraft. The trawler’s position was 09-44N 111-27E. The trawler
was tracked along a scoutherly course by the aircraft until 1845H on
9 April when the USCGC MORGENTHAU executed a swap with the VP

aircraft.

The MORGENTHAU continued tc track the trawler coevertly as
the infiltrator continued on a southerly course. The trawler approached
the Great Natuna Island and then abruptly changed course, skirting
the south coast of the island. The infiltrator then proceeded north

towards the Republic of Vietnam.
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SI-8 TRAVIELR INFILTRATION INCIDENT 11-12 APRIL 1971
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SL-8 TRAWIFR SUNK 12 APRIL 1971 (U.S. NAVY PHOTOS)
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Surveillance of the trawler was continued by USCGC RUSH, which
had relieved MORGENTHAU at 1040H, 11 April. At approximately 2318H
the trawler entered the territorial waters of the Republic of Vietnam.

At 2343H, after the trawler failed to respond to a challenge and a
warning shot fired across her bow, the USS ANTELOPE initiated
destructive fire. A running surface engagement ensued lasting nearly
two hours as the trawler vainly tried to evade the MARKET TIME units
and reach the mouth of the Cua Ganh Hao. The ANTELOPE was joined
in the melee by the RUSH, MORGENTHAU, Black Ponies of VAL-4,

VNN PGMs 603 and 619, and VNN PB 715. The Black Ponies reported
receiving return fire from the infiltrator, possibly from 37 mm AA guns.
On 12 April at 0145H, the trawler exploded in a huge ball of flame, reputed
by the Black Pony pilots to have been nearly 1500 feet in height, and then
disappeared from the radar screens. The sink site was initially
reported as being just off the coast in about 30 feet of water in the

vicinity of WQ 472 872 (08-53.3N 105-25. 3E).

The exact sink sight of the SL-8 trawler remained the object of an
intensive search for most of the month. Then on 29 April the sink site
was definitely located at WQ 478 883. Only the bow and stern sections
remained intact and debris was scattered over a wide area. Salvage

operations continued at the close of the month.

GONFIPENTIAL
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On 21 April another pcessible SL-8 trawlier was sighted by MARKET TIME
units in the vicinity of 17-05N 1il-45E. The contact, designated 21S-01,
was proceeding on a sourtheasterly course at a speed of 12 knots.
The trawier was accompanied by several cther ships, two of which were
Kiangnan class DEs. The ships proceeded to the Paracel islands where
the trawler anchered. Continusus strveiliance was discontinued on

22 April,

In other acticns throughout the month, MARKET TIME units provided
needed gunfire support for ARVN trocps operating in the nefariocus
U Minh Forest. On 5 Aprii MORGENTHAU fired 80 rounds of 5 inch
38 callber ammunition in suppeort of the 2ist ARVN Division, resulting in
two structures and one sampan damaged. On 22 April in the vicinity
of VR 832 560 RUSH firad a mission resulting ‘n six structures

destroyed, three structures damaged and twe bunker: destroyed
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FIRST COASTAL ZONE

Enemy activity in the First Coastal Zone decreased significantly
during April over that of March. On the Cua Viet River only 12 mining
incidents were reported throughout the month as opposed to the high
point of 20 minings reached in March. The reasons for this
decrease in enemy activity were probably threefold. First, the
enemy needed time to refit after the high point of activity last month,
Second, the conclusion of the Laos Lam Son 719 operation reduced
logistic craft traffic on the Cua Viet River, and hence, reduced the
number of lucrative targets available for mining. Third, intelligence
sources reported that the enemy was making an intensive effort to
sow mines just off the coast north of the DMZ in order to hamper any
attempted amphibious invasion of North Vietnam. Thus it is
possible that units normally operating in the Cua Viet area were

diverted for this defensive mining effort.

The personnel of Mine Interdiction Division 92 and Coastal
Group 1l continued their outstanding performance throughout the month.
During the week of 28 March to 3 April, six mining incidents were
reported; no casualties occurredjand two NVA pressure mines were
recovered. On the night of 5 April, a CG 1l ambush team had a brief
skirmish with two VC. The Quang Tri Province guerrillas apparently

spotted the ambush team's insertion three kilometers southwest of
1. COMNAVFQORV INTSUM 081-71 of 6 Apr 71; 085-71 of 10 Apr.

9



S DECLASSIFjEp

Op Base Cua Vet}(YD 300 675). While attempting to evade, the VC
were ‘n turn spotted and taken under fire. An MSM pravided

addirinal fire, however, the VC managed to get away. No frlendly

casuait’es were incurred.

Between 3 Apri! and 17 April, no further mining incidents were
reported, the longest period of inactivity since December of last year.
However, low activity is commeon in this AO during the early period of
the month as water sappers prefer to cperate during the low levels

of lunar _ight that ~ccur near the end of the month.

On 18 April, this mining moratcrium was broken by a rash of
‘incidents beginning with the recovery of a bird cage actuat:r of an NVA
pressure nfluence mine two kilometers northeast of Dong Ha (YD 256 623).
Tre mine was estimated to have been in the water about one week.

On 2. April, a MID 92 skimmer detonated twe possible pressure mines
with scare charges three and one-half kilometers scuthwest of the Cua
Viet base (YD ,@;?,3 674). Again there were nu injuries. On the following
day, twe kilometers southwest of the base (YD 314 €85) EOD perscnnel
recovered a chemical arming device with a pressure bird cage which
was estimated to have been n the water two or three days, EOD
perscnnel were again busy on 23 April when an 81 mm mortar shell
booby trap attached to a restricted area signpost was fecund and safely

detcnated, while en 25 Apr’., at nocr, a MiD 92 skimmer suffered 40%
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damage when two pressure mines were detonated close aboard by scare
charges. On 26 April fishermen discovered a pressure mine in

their nets, a new type containing internal wiring and 80 lbs. of

explosive, and on 27 April another fisherman detonated a mine in his

net two kilometers northeast of Dong Ha (YD 264 625). Also later in

the same day, an LLCM-6 on a routine patrol using a chain bottom drag
detonated a mine three kilometers northeast of Dong Ha, slightly damaging
the chain drag, while even later that same day EOD personnel recovered

a pressure mine from a chain drag at the Op Base Cua Viet. The mine was

determined to have been in the water only a few hours.

The last mining incident of the month on the Cua Viet took
place on 29 April two kilometers northeast of Dong Ha (YD 257 622), A
MID 92 skimmer detonated a possible pressure mine with scare charges

with no injuries resulting.

Activity in the First Coastal Zone was not confined solely to the
Cua Viet River. On 16 April south of DaNang in the CHI LANG I AQ,
a Coastal Group 14 sweep team engaged two sampans,resulting in two
VC probably killed and two VC captured, on the Ba Ren River. On 23
April the sweep team in conjunction with River Patrol Division 60 PBRs
and the 324th Regional Forces Company, conducte‘c'l a sweep in the
vicinity of BT 142 519; two VC were flushed and taken under fire,

one of them probably beng wounded. Dull’eénag sensors were implanted

8l
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in the area and two bunkers were destroyed. Another sweep

was conducted on 29 April resulting in three bunkers destroyed.

Elsewhere in the First Coastal Zone, COMCOSFLOT ONE units
on 9 April conducted Operation WOLF PACK II in the restricted area
from BT 060 780 to BT 095 310. Fifty-seven sampans and 209 persons

were searched and three people detained.
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SECOND COASTAL ZONE

Enemy activity was low to moderate in the early part of April
in the Second Coastal Zone. Toward the end of the month enemy
activity increased as the VC kicked off their spring-summer campaign

with a series of attacks by fire throughout the zone.

On the night of 17-18 April, a combined operation was conducted
against suspected enemy personnel located in a cove of Qui Nhon
Harbor approximately five kilometers northeast of the city (CR 14 25).
An RF platoon, a U,S. infantry platoon, a long range reconnaissance
patrol team, and a Naval Support Activity Detachment (NSAD) EOD
team were inserted by boat to act as a ground blocking force. Two
VNN PCFs maintained a blocking position on the ocean side of the
peninsula, while Army PBRs blocked the harbor entrance of the cove.
A combined NSAD and harbor skimmer force conducted a search of
the harbor resulting in 26 junks and 4t persons detained. All detainees
were turned over to the National Police after initial search and

interrogation.

During the early morning hours of 20 April, Naval Air Facility
and Air Force Security, Cam Ranh Bay, patrol boats spotted two
swimmer sappers near the pilings of the My Ca Bridge (CP 053 258).
With the use:of concussion grenades and the aid of Army sentries, one

swimmer was wounded and subsequently captured. The other swimmer
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apparent.y escaped. The swimmer captured was clad cnly In a loincloth
and was using wooden noseclamps. Initial interrogation revealed the
PW to be a member cf the K-93 Sapper Battalion which traditionally

targets the Cam Ranh Bay area.

During the late hours of 25 April, the U.S. Army Support Command
and the Cam Ranh Air Fac'lity Base received an attack by fire consisting
of an estimated nine rcunds of 107 mmn rockets. Only light damage
resulited frem this attack. The suspected Launch site was fixed in the
Hill 576 area (BP 993 223), approximately eight kilometers southwest

of the airbase and just within the maximum range of 107 mm rockets.

During the early morning hours of 26 April, the VC launched a
series of attacks by fire in Binh Dinh Province. One attack cccurred
at the ARVN Ammunition Supply Point (CR 06 23) two kilometers
west of Qui Nhon City. These explosions resulted in two ARVN killed,
about 17 ARVN wounded, and an unknown number of civiiians injured.
One pad containing 2, 000 five hundred pound bombs and one pad of
retrograde ammunition were alsc destroyed. The other attack occurred
at the Qu’ Nhon Supply Command where approximately 14 82 mm mertar
reunds impacted, resulting in at least five U.S. personnel wounded,

five buildings destrocyed and several vehicles damaged.

The cecastal greups in the Second Cceastal Zone were very active during
the month. At the ciose of March, Cuastal Grows 23 receved two rounds of 60 mm

SLONTFTEDENT AL
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mortar fire from a launch site in the vicinity of CQ 073 902;

fortunately, no casualties resulted.

Coastal Group 25 reported the most activity in April. On 8 April,
yabuta junks with CG 25 personnel participated in a combined sweep
with 80 PF troops (in an area bounded by coordinates CQ 200 030,

CQ 230 060, CQ 300 050, CQ 340 010, CP 320 960) resulting in

three detainees, two of whom were confirmed as VC. Subsequent
interrogation led to the implication and arrest of the Dam Mon Hamlet
Chief for conspiring to harbor VC and draft dodgers. On 10 April

CG 25 conducted a one-day patrol of the coast of Ben Goi Bay, Cua

Lon, Port Daypt, and Lach Cua Be, detaining three junks for

fishing violations. Omn 13 and 25 April, CG 25 conducted training
reconnaissance patrols with VN student rangers from Duc My. And on
17 April, CG 25 units supported the 7lst Regional Forces from Ninh Hoa

in a combined amphibious cperation.

MARKET TIME Inner Barrier forces were active throughout the
month in the Second Coastal Zone. On 3 April in the vicinity of
CR 12 46, VNN PCF 3853 detained two suspects for fishing in restricted

waters. Four grenades without primers were found in the boat.

Salvage operations continued throughout April on the SS ROBIN HOOD,

mined last month in Qui Nhon Harbor.
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THIRD COASTAL ZONE

During Aprll, enemy activity remained Light to moderate.
Enemy initiated {ireiights against patrecl boats in the Mushroem area
of the Saigon River (XT 59 31) increased during the month Intelligence
sources reported that enemy units have moved from the Angel's Wing
area ¢f Cambaodia to the area along the Tay Ninh - Hau Nghia Province
border. These reparts may pussibly mark the beginning of the
movement of enemy f.rces back into Vietnam from Cambodia with
the onset of the wet seas n,l

The coastal gzoups were very active during April in patroiling
the ccast, searching sampans and in cinducting c¢ivic actiovn programs.
On 3 April, twe kilometers southeast of the Ceoastal Group 36 base
(XR 272 612), a junk on routine patrel was halled from the shore by a
Vietnamese civilian and ‘nfcrmed of the ex stence of a mine five kilo-
meters from the river bank. The <¢iviiian and his sen got the mine and
returned it to the CG 56 junk. It was found to be a <laymore type
weighing between 50 and 100 pounds, wired fur electrical detonation,
The mine was then transported back to the base where it was disarmed

by EOD personnel,

On 6 April, in the vicinity of XS 430 225, Coastil Group 35
suffered twe personnel kilied and twe wounded when a CG 35 junk pulled

1. COMNAVFORV INTSUM 096-71
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into the bank to eat lunch. Omne of the men stepped on a grenade trap

while attempting to climb a tree in order to secure fruit for lunch.

Coastal Group 33 carried out an active civic action program
throughout the month. On 3 April, a MED/DENTCAP was held at
a village located at YS 430 523. Medical aid was given to 30 persons,
dental aid to 20, and haircuts also to 20 persons. In addition, five
pounds of Psyops magazines and assorted leaflets were distributed.
The two dentists and the one doctor were from the USS JASON (AR=8).
On 14 April, dental aid was given to about 27 persons at Ap Dinh

(YS 376 582). Again, Psyops material was distributed.

Vietnamese Seals were also active during the month. On 1l April,
one LDNN of Detachment Sierra, Group Charlie, and several guides
inserted and captured a village level commo-liaison VC in the vicinity
of XR 197 736. This operation had originally been planned for the previocus
day but had been postponed due to mechanical failure of the Seal Support
Craft (MSSC). The man captured was actually the brother of the man
sought and was apprehended as he was trying to evade by sampan.

This man turned out also to be a confirmed commo-1liaison VC, Upon
debrief of the mission at the village police station, it was discovered that
one of the LDNNs had informed the Long Phu District, Ba Xuyen Village
police chief (a personal friend) of the impending operation who had in
turn informed the Vinh Binh District police chief by radic. Thus the VN

police had apprehended both suspects on 10 April to hold them for the

89



LDNN arrival. When the pclice learned that the ¢ peration had been
postponed, the suspects were released. A mission compromise
such as this could have had tragic consequences if the VC had decided

te set up an ambush for the LDNNs on 1L April,

Various craft in the Vung Tau Harbor continued to report thefts
and pilferage. On 1 Aprli, the Luzon Tug BEAVER, while ©n skids aboard
a barge awaiting transit tc DaNang was bcarded by approx mately ten
Vietramese in full battie dress armed with M<l6s and M-79 grenade
launchers, These men forced the tug's crew into the engine room at
guripeint and then stoie 720 feet of nylon iine, several suitcases of
perscnal belongings, 5700 piasters, and thendlsabled the tug's radi. and
search light, The thieves were embarked in a green LCVP which

fled north in the directivn of Cat L.,
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FOURTH COASTAL ZONE

Activity in the Fourth Coastal Zone continued at a moderate
level during April. Vinh Binh and Kien Hoa Provinces reported the
highest level of activity in the Fourth Coastal Zone and were probably
enemy focal points for the month. A number of intelligence reports
were received during April concerning the resumption of the
infiltration of men and supplies into the Fourth Coastal Zone from
Cambodia. Infiltration routes that existed prior to the Vietnamese

cross-border operations into Cambodia and Laos have been re-established.

The Vinh Te Canal has recently been a common area of enemy
infiltration. Throughout the month, five separate after-the-fact reports

have been received of enemy units crossing the canal.

Also, reports of resupply-by-sea into areas of the Fourth
Coastal Zone have continued to have been received. Kien Hoa and
Kien Giang Provinces were the areas where most of this activity was

1
taking place.

On 30 March Seawolf helicopters discovered a camouflaged
trawler 17 kilometers south southeast of Nam Can (WQ 102 534). On 31
March, a combined Seal/UDT/EQOD team inserted and found the craft
in a narrow waterway. It had a steel hull painted pea green had been

stripped down, and had no armament. Numerous machinery parts
1. COMNAVFORV INTSUM 079-71 dtd 3 April 71,
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were on deck, indicating possible engineering difilcuities. The

SN\ L 4 L

eng.reering plant itseld was submerged: - The insertion team set off
disab.ing charges Inside the hull to presvent the enemy from moving
the trawier after the team extracted. The trawler appears t¢ be an
SL~6 and Nerth Vietnam is believed t¢ have cnly vne SL-6 in its
inventory. This trawler was last sighted n Haiphong Harbor on

4 November 1970. Be - ause of the condition «f the paint on the
disvovered trawler, t was est'mated to have been at its present

position at least four t- six months,

oy
{

2. COMNAVFORV INTSUM 080-7. dtd April 1971
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND CIVIC ACTION SUMMARY

During April the Psyops team of SOLID ANCHOR reported
treating 269 people for various medical ailments. One man of the
detachment worked with Beach Jumper Unit One (BJU-1) and an
ARVN unit in a psychological operation in the U Minh Forest.

Due perhaps to the turnover of the SOLID ANCHOR Operation to the
Vietnamese and to the temporary relocation of Psyops personnel to

Ca Mau, there was only one hour of broadcasting reported for April.

The RSSZ Psyops team made loudspeaker broadcasts from
Slicks during April at suspected enemy positions in Can Gio, Quang
Xuyen, and Nhon Trach Districts. MED/DENTCAPs were conducted
on 7 and 18 April at Binh Khanh (YS 945 790) and Thanh An (YS 166 578)
Villages where 94 and 71 people, respectively, were treated. At Binh

Khanh 66 health kits were distributed.

MARKET TIME Support Ship USS MORGENTHAU (WHEC 722)
held five MEDCAPs during April on the Vietnamese Islands in the
Gulf of Thailand, Hon Minh, Hon Tre, Poulo Dama, and Poulo Obi.

In all 123 people were treated for medical ailments, 45 vaccinated
against smallpox, and 37 dogs and 3 cats immunized agains rabies.
Also on Hon Tre Island MORGENTHAU personnel repaired and painted

two school houses and a midwife house on 8 April.

G NTIAL
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Navymen at Chau Doc held a MEDCAPF in nearby Con Tien
Viliage (WS 242 735) and treated 66 people and distributed 450

newspapers, 175 magazines, and 10 pounds of candy on 15 April,

BJU-1 reported the following Psyops c;‘__lf‘.ﬁ“'riducted during April:

Detachment Leaflets Broadcasts (hours) Hoi Chanhs
Mcc Hoa 171, 500 13 5
Ben Tre 800 (pamphlets) 9

Chau Doc 14 000 15

My Tho 1,050,000 82

Rach Gia 211,000 3 10
DaNang 35,000 36

In addition, BJU-L established a new detachment at Tan An
in lieu of Ben Luc to explolt the area arcund Tra Cu where there have
been many recent radar contacts. During April they saturated the
area with 1, 600, 900 leaflets and 80 brecadcast hcurs from land, air,
and waterborne units. In My Tho the Vietnamese Psyops personnel had
three contacts with the enemy 12-24 April while making 53 hours of

Psyops broadcasts in Dinh Tuong Province.

Navy helicopter squadrons HAL-3 and VAL-4, in response to
COMNAVFORV's request last month for unit reports on community

action projects, reperted contributions to neighboring erphanages
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and periodic MEDCAPs in their AOs. HAL-3 had been providing
the Can Tho Provincial Orphanage with medical supplies, clothing,
toys, and volunteer work; several contributions had been solicited
and received from organizations and individuals in CONUS to
support this program. Some squadron members had made
applications to adopt children from this orphanage. The squadron
flight surgeon had participated in MEDCAP missions in the area around
Binh Thuy in cooperation with NSAD Binh Thuy and USA and USAF
medical teams. Squadron members have volunteered services to
act as shore patrol in the Be Xe Moi/ Can Tho area in an effort to
improve U.S./VN relations during liberty hours; this action has
been successful. VAL-4 reported construction underway to provide
a playground for local children, intramural sports participation
between squadron teams and local Vietnamese military teams, and

weekly visits to isolated villages by the attached flight surgeon.

In the dependent shelter program, 1350 of CBMU 302's tasked
3,000 dependent shelter units have been completed and turned over
so far by NAVCAT teams throughout RVN. On March 15 on An Khan
Island, 94 units were turned over to the Vietnamese government and
160 were completed at An Thoi (Phu Quoc Island) by the end of the month.

The dependent shelter projects begun by Seabees of NMCBs Three

CONFEBENIIAL
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and 74, who redeployed te¢ CONUS during the month, at Long Phu,
Cho Meci, Nam Can, and Chau Doc, remained to be carried on by

the Vietnamese units at thoese ACTOV bases. At Chau Doc NMCB 3
Detail Aquarius nearly completed the 160 dependent shelters assigned
before departure., With the great reduction of USN construction
ferces in RVN, the burden cf dependent shelter construction at many
sites has fallen on Vietnamese shoulders. However, according to
CHNAVADVGRP and CNO VNN (joint msg dtg 031352Z Apr 71), since
December 1970, the participation by VNN/VNMC at dependent
shelter construction sites has steadily decreased from 110 tc a
March 1971 low of 34, markedly reducing ihe dependent shelter

construction rate.
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ACCELERATED TURNOVER PROGRAM AND TRAINING SUMMARY

On 3 April, 1971, RADM Salzer, COMNAVFORYV, stated:
"ACTOVLOG does not refer solely to construction of bases or portions
of bases, but rather connotes the overall program for building up the
VNN logistic infrastructure including complete bases, transportation,
supply, pay, subsistence, base and craft maintenance, and all other
aspects of the logistics program. The import of this statement was
more than substantiated as the U.S. Navy's ACTOV Program achieved
several milestones during the month of April, with logistics support
dominating the field. The first of April marked the turnover of the
last U.S. Naval operation in Vietnam, SOLID ANCHOR, to the VNN,
and redesignated as TRAN HUNG DAO IV. Amidmuch fanfare the
VNN commissioned its first destroyer, the VNS TRAN HUNG DAO (HQ 1)
(ex-USS CAMP) on 22 April. Two Coast Guard WHECs previously
turned over complement the VNN infant Blue Water Navy. Seven
logistics support craft turned over during the month again underlined
the turn in emphasis towards ACTOVLOG. The Logistics Support
Base at Cat Lo was turned over on the 28th, and eight lesser support
bases followed suit as the VNN took major strides in independent

support for their operating units.

While the commissioning of the VINN destroyer TRAN HUNG DAO

took the spotlight for April. support craft exclusively were turned
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¢ver throughout the Republic. On 15 Ap~il YFR 889 was

turned over at Nha Be. The last two ACTOV salvage craft were

turned cver on 29 April with CTF 214 assuming cperaticnal contrel

#f all VNN salvage craft and the COS. VNN (i.r operations), determining

all salvage priorities. U.S. salvage assets remaining were an HCU-1
Detachment of two cfficers and 21 enlisted men and three LCM-=8s.

The Nava! Supply Fac. ity at DaNang turned cver suppert craft in bulk

on 30 April. The craft included YOG 131, LCM-8 921, LCM-6 26, LCMs6 29,

and finally, picket boats 1% and 37

Far removed from the war, the USS GARRETT COUNTY (AGP 786)
was turned cver to the Vietnamese Navy in Guam, on April 23, ending the
American phase «f a long and busy career ‘n Vietnam. In March, LO6T;
she made her ‘n’tial appearance ‘n country and was assigned te the
support of River Divisicn 543 [n the RSSZ, In June of that year she moved
to the Lower Bassac River in support of CTF 1i6 and River Division 511,
December of 1967 found the GARRETT COUNTY shifting to the Ceo Chien
River as command ship i .r River Division 52  and supporting the 9th
ARVN Infantry Division, where she was nvclved in the action of TEMT a8
Iin March 1969 she went to the Upper Mekong f r BARRIER REEF
operations after having cuome fraom a month's o echaul In Guam.
September 19¢9 ftuund GARRETT COUNTY 'n the Guil of Thalland
supporting River Division 554 undexr Operaticn SEARCH TURN, CTF 194.3

A month later she shifted 1. Operation BREEZY COVE, CTF 194 2.

18
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In March 1970 she left for Ha Tien after a month's respite in Subic

Bay, becoming PBR support ship for River Divisions 513 and 515,

When the Vietnamese Army thrust into Cambodia in May of 1970, GARRETT
COUNTY assisted the Cambodian Navy boats, and then became command
ship for the VNN operation CU LONG II, a MARKET TIME operation.

In July of that year she departed RVN enroute to Guam for turnover
repairs, but was diverted to Subic Bay. In September she was back in

the war supporting Operation BREEZY COVE, where she remained

until January of 1971, whereupon she left for Guam and ultimately

was turned over to the VNN,

The Vietnamese Navy commissioned its first destroyer April 22,
as the VNS TRAN HUNG DAO (HQ-1) officially joined the Republic of
Vietnam's burgeoning fleet. The 1, 740-ton destroyer escort radar
picket ship, formerly the Pearl Harbor = based USS CAMP, was the
first ship of its class to be transferred to the Vietnamese fleet. As the
USS CAMP, the ship spent 30 months on MARKET TIME patrol. Re-chris-
tened in honor of the first naval hero of the Vietnamese Navy, the
TRAN HUNG DAO had been turned over to the VNN on February 6, 1971,
at Pearl Harbor. The ship's crew spent a year training aboard CAMP
and at U.S. Naval training facilities in the United States prior to turnover.
The commissioning was attended by General Abrams, COMUSMACYV,
as well as RADM Salzer, COMNAVFORV, and several foreign

ambassadors,
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LCM 3 Pusher 3 - 3
LCM 6 Pusher 3 - 3
LLCM 6 Fuel Utl, 1 1 -
ILLCM 8 40 30 10
LiCU 8 6 2
LST 3 3 -
WIEB 6 4 2
Utility (50 ft.) : 5 2
YD 2 - 2
Y- ER 1 - il
YEU I - 1
Y LILI:C 3 3 =
YOG 3 2 1
YR 1 - 1
YRBM 2 1 1
¥ T 4 4 -
YTM 3 - 3
Subtotal 195 5 120
TOTAL 958 835 123

CSB - a logistics craft, 56 feet long, displacing 90 tons
LCM-8 ~ a logistics craft, 73.5 feet long, displacing 127 tons
Picket - a patrol craft, 45 feet long, displacing 20 tons
YLLC - a salvage craft, 119 feet long, displacing 415 tons

After nearly four years of service in the northernmost regions
of the Republic of Vietnam, River Patrol Boat Mobile Base One retired
from the war on the first of April. On that day its functions were
turned over to the newly-constructed intermediate support base at
Thuan An, and the Mobile Base was towed to the U.S. Naval Support
Facility at DaNang to await further transfer to Subic Bay, Philippines.
Built in 1966 as the prototype of a new support base for naval river
patrol boats (PBRs) in Vietnam, it was delivered to DaNang in December

1967. The base, composed of four pontoons, 110 feet long and 30 feet

wide, provided complete repair facilities for PBRs in the northern part

: SONEIDENTIAT,
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PBR Mobile Base One as it loocked when it was supporting river

patrol craft in the Tan My area of northern Military Region 1

(U.S. Navy photo)
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of Military Region I, in addition to supplying emergency repairs for
other Brown Water Navy craft. At one time the base was staffed by
over 300 men engaged in such specialties as electronics, machinery
repair and fiberglass hull construction. The size of the base grew as
eight barges were later added to the original four, allowing space for
an all hands club, a ship's store, a dispensary and an armory. The
repair unit was kept open 24 hours a day. An overhead bridge
trolley crane made it possible to lift small boats from the water and
place them on deck for repairs. When the USN's River Division 521,
which had been operating out of the base, turned over all of its craft
to the VNN's River Patrol Division 60, PBR MoBase One became

a key part in.the Navy's Vietnamization Program for Military Region L.

The Logistics Support Base at Cat Lo, 40 miles southeast of
Saigon, was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy on April 28, first of
seven such primary support bases to be turned over under the ACTOV
Program. RADM Salzer, COMNAVFORYV, was present to turn over
the base to RADM Chon, VNN CNO. Logistic Support Bases are the
largest and most refined of the bases now controlled by the Republic
of Vietnam Navy. Cat Lo provides logistic support for coastal patrol
craft of the VNN's Coastal Surveillance Flotilla Three which operates
along the South China Sea coastline of Military Regions Three and Four.

It has the facilities and personnel necessary to provide major overhauls
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Naval commanders and commanding officers salute the colors

as the Vietnamese flag replaces the Stars and Stripes at Cat Lo
Logistic Support Base. They are (from left) LCDR Ngo Qui Mo,
Commanding Officer of the base; RADM Tran Van Chon, Chief of
Vietnamese Naval Operations; RADM Robert S. Salzer, Commander
of U,S. Naval Forces in Vietnam; LCDR S. A. Ungemach, the last
American Commanding Officer of the base; and RADM Herbert

5. Matthews, Jr., Deupty Commander U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam.
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on patrol craft. The base also serves as headquarters for the VNN's
Third Coastal Zone, and is the home base for Detachment Alfa of the
USN's Harbor Clearance Unit One and an American explosive ordnance
disposal team. The base was completely turned over to the VNN the
previous week and the Naval Support Activity Detachment personnel

remained on board as advisors.

The Vietnamese Navy assumed full control of the Intermediate
Support Base at Ben Luc on 29 April, 1971, The base, 20 miles south-
west of Saigon, was the first of eleven such ISBs to be transferred.

The intermediate support base at Ben Luc provides logistic support and
repair facilities for Naval forces operating from Advanced Tactical
Support Bases around the Parrot's Beak region of Cambodia, in the
TRAN HUNG DAOQO II AO. Since 2 A