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GONSERRNITAT, (Unclassified upon removal of enclosures)

From: Commander Task Force Clearwater
To: Commznder U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam

Subj: U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam Monthly Historical Summary for
March 1970

Encl: (1) CTF Clearwater section of U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnam
Monthly Historical Summary for March 1970 (Gs
(2) Corrected CTF Clearwater history for March 1970 (C)
1. Enclosure (1) is a copy of the CTF Clearwater section of the U. S.
Naval Forces, Vietnam Monthly Historical Summary for March 1970. The
underlined portions are either incorrect or misleading.

2, Enclosure (2) is submitted for possible use as a Task Force Clear-

wauer hnistory for March 1970.

JAMES E., EDMUNDSCN
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Reorganization for CTF Clearwater units cermenced | 1n February
and continued into the month of March. Beginning 15 February, NSAD
Cua Viet and the Dong Ha ramo were closed excent for the off loading
oi' rock barges by U. -S Army engineers, ‘and IECB Dersmnel Continuing

tnat action, 'bhe wa‘ber LOC ‘wWas closed on 5 égg ch. "‘SAIJ Cua Viet

and ASTE Cua Tiet were closed 19 Iiarch whlle ATSB Clearwater (opened
. : On 15 March,

d _ chi.

e;ght crggt and crews were trggsferred i‘rom ;\IS@ Tan Mv to CTF Q;l&ax :

'water in. order 10 aSSume the :mcreased respmsa.bllz.thor the Tan My

21_ 1

mrbor securltx and LQC. Clea:water m:mesweepmg un:.ts based at ASTB

 Cua Viet were tasked to0 be able to cpen 't.he Cua V:Let/Dong Ha wat-er

IDC from a mine clearance standpomt o a 72 hour notice.

The Tan Ay and Hue River harbor secur:.ty craft were assigned

%o CIF Clearwater on 15 Warch in o3 '
Lo Tsland, *"11..9 tne Commnder Dong Ha R:Lver Security

‘I ‘- site was ta.sked for sweep=-

Group, 1ocated a‘t. the gl

o mg and lnterdlctlon oneratlons on the LOC. Th:l.S funcuen is scheduled
to be transf erred to the ‘J‘N'N Mmesweep:ing end Interd:.ctlm Division

92 on 1 July- WMWMM& On

15 March, the EOD‘aiUPAC Team was rea.381gned to Tax‘x IW On the 22nd

'_oi‘ March, COHNAVFOHV assigned the Task Group desxgnator 116.8 t.o

CIF Clearwater effective 1 April.
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) were curfew v1olators. '

M1n1ng attempts hy the)enemw dantlnu' rdLl_patrolled water-

x throughout the mﬂnth.  Patrol Offlcer{ﬁﬁ .Velson and Boat Cap-

'_tain SN Howard were. beached in. LCM-Eé‘on tpe north bank of G

Vlet River extractlng eleman S"to thelAfﬁﬂ ‘;”ﬁﬁgifﬁfffoﬁp‘ét~1?53ﬁ i
on the Lith of March. The LCMn28 crew dstrved an iobject floatlng
towards them, about 15 feet uprlver and tem feet frcm the bank. The
troopers threw concussxcn grenades at theffloatlnv obiect from the

bank. A secondary explosion raised a 60 foot-hzgh-wauer spout.  There

were no casualties.

Zhere were nc personnel casualties in the mouth of March fram

enemy mining efforts.
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On 6 March 1970 the first detachment of Vietnamese sailors, L9 men,
arrived at Clearwater ATSB and immediately commenced on the job training.
American sailors were assigned as counterparts to the Vietnamese, who were
integrated into the American boat crews. Meanwhile construction was started
at the Vietnamese Navy Coastal Group 11 base, located approximately 500
meters west of the ATSB, to provide the facilities needed to support the
men and boats of MID=92,

On 7 March 1970, a Vietnamese Navy Yabuta junk from Coastal Group
ELEVEN detonated a mine on the Cua Viet River and was totally destroyed.
Three Vietnamese sallors lost their lives and a fourth was seriously
injured in this mining incident.

On 15 March the last of the logistics traffic flowed between Dong Ha

and Cua Viet, and the LOC was officially closed., DMSBs of MINEDIV 112 Det
ONE were released and returned to their parent unit in DaNamg.

On 15 March 1970, Commznder Task Force Clearwater assumed harbor defense
responsibilities for Tan My harbor. Two L5 foot picket boats were scquired
and they were combined with the six LCl=3/6 minesweepers at Tan My to form
a harbor defense unit. The unit was assigned to the operational control
of Commander, Hue River Security Group and was based at FBR Mobile Support
Base ONE. The unit swept the entrance charmel, turning basin and Perfume
River daily to defend against possible enemy mining attempts. Three craft
patrolled the harbor and Thuan An Cove each night to defend against possible

swimmer or waterborne attack.
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On 23 March 1970, the Commanding General XXIV Corps assigned the fol-

lowing mission to Task Force Clearwater:

"A. Conduct patrol operations on the inland waterways of Northern I
Corps Tactical Zone (NICTZ) to deny the enemy their use as log-
istic LOC's or infiltration routes, and in coordination/conjunc-
tion with GVN/ARVN/VNN forces, conduct visits, search, and
psychological operations to enforce curfews, recover contraband

and extend pacification efforts.

B. Conduct mine countermeasures operations in assigned areas and
maintain the cagpability to reopen the Cua Viet LOC when required

for resupply or reinforcement.

Ce Conduct combat support of U. S. and RVN ground operations in co-
ordination with area commanders.

Ds Provide harbor security for the Tan My area."
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