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Operation Sea lords Summary

Operation Sea Lords, which began on 18 October 1968, is a continuous
overall effort which has several principal operational parts: Giant Sling-
shot/Barrier Reef East (CTG 194.9), Tran Hung Dazo/Barrier Reef West (CTG
194.4), Search Trun (CTG 194.3), Market Time Raiders (CIG 19L4.5), Riverine
Strike Group (CTG 194.7), and Breezy Cove (CTG 194.2). Sea Lords main
objectives have been: (1) to interdict infiltration from Cambodia by
placing naval units along infiltration routes; (2) to clear and open Delta
waterways; and (3) to penetrate long held enemy areas with raider operations.

Now, after nearly a year of Sea Lords operations, naval forces have
succeeded, along with the Army and Air Force, in contributing to the inter-
diction of supplies coming into Vietnam from Cambodia and to the return to
government control of the rivers in the lower Delta and various VC strong-
holds. To date, more than 3070 VC have been killed and 50C tons of munitions
and supplies in caches found and d estroyed.

Perhaps even more important than these statistics are the intangible
results such as inhabitants along the waterwyas being able to move about
with greater freedom and safety and the fact that areas once controlled by
the VC are now open to economic development. Waterways, once used with
impunity by the enemy, are now closed to him, backing up his supplies which
now take him longer to get through. This, in turn, has lessened the
frequency and duration of enemy "high points.”

The Mang Thit Campaign (CTG 194.6), which began on 18 July 1969, had as
its basic objective the pacification of the area adjacent to the canal in order
to stimulate the resettlement of this area and the promotion of the government

image, This campaign terminated 20 September the initial objectives having
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been achiev .During the tensure of naval units, traffic on the Mang Thit/
Nicolai Canal doubled from approximately 1,000 units to 2,000 units per month.
There also was a noticeable pacification improvement as evidenced by numerous
hootches being built in previously uninhabited areas, the enthusiastic response
of people along the canal bank to the PBR presence, and the increased response
to medical aid missions. During the first twenty days of the month, PBR's of
RIVDIV 535 made no significant contact with the enemy and were chopped to CTU
194.4 and relocated to YRBM 20 in the vicinity of Chou Doec,

As am extension of Sea Lords and in support of the Fourth CTZ pacifica-
tion program, Operation Breezy Cove was activated on 25 September. The mis-
sion is to implement USN Game Warden type PBR Operations on the Song Ong Doc
in An Xuyen Province in order to prevent enemy infiltration, movement, and
resupply along the inland waterways in the Song Ong Doc area in order to en-
hance the government of Vietnam's pacification program. Active Vietnamese
Navy participation will begin during late October or November pending future
PBR turnovers,

On 24 September, the USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST 786) arrived in the vicimity
of the Song Ong Doc from Rach Gia with HAL 3, DET é embarked to provide support
for the off loading, positioning, and outfitting of the ammi poatoons that
were consolidated into an Advanced Tactical Support Base (ATSB), RIVDIV 572
arrived f rom Binh Thuy on 26 September and assumed designator CTU 194.2.1
commencing operations on 28 September, They were joined on the 30th by 2
ASPB's, 3 ATC's, and a Monitor which became CTU 194.2.3.

On 28 September, the District Chief, Song Ong Doc, who had been in WBGP
position for several nights in order to observe two yound ladies who had re-

cently moved into town toset up shop, was forced to send them back to Saigon.
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Apparently, these young ladies had heard in Saigon that t he Navy was moving

in (to Song Ong Doc) and wanted to be there firstest with the mostest. There

were no casualties reported on either side. Xinh Loi!
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Giant Slingshot Campaign

With over 118 USN and VNN craft committed to the Giant Slingshot Cam-
paign along with U.S, and ARVN ground trocps, this campaign continues to be
the most active and effective of the SEA LORDS interdiction barriers. Con-
ducted on the Vam Co Dong and Vam Co Tay Rivers, Giant Slingshot forms a
natural barrier around the "Parrot's Beak" area of Cambodia which protrudes
into Vietnam and is an enemy sanctuary only 35 miles west of Saigon.

Intelligence reports continue to come in describing the difficulty
caused to the enemy by the constantly patrolling units not only in terms of
physically preventing his freedom of movement, but also denying him adequate
weapons, foodstuffs, and medical supplies.

During the month, increased river bank activity and river crossing at-
tempts in the daylight hours suggests that certain areas of the Vam Co Dong
are so difficult to cross at night due to the constant pressure of RIVDIV
units that the Viet Cong prefer to attempt crossing during the hours of
peak sampan traffic,

Compared to the previous months, Giant Slingshot in September was ex-
tremely quiet, Hostile fire incidents which had been averaging 130 per
month for the past six months, dropped to 56 in September, Enemy KIA's
(BC and EST) correspondingly decreased from 363 in August to 146 this
month while friendly casualties decreased from 36 killed and 204 wounded
in August to 33 wounded in September,

At 2215 on 3 September, two PBR's of TU 194.9.1 inserted a company of

U.S. Army troops nine miles southwest of Ben Luc (XS 722 662), As one of the

DECLASSIFIED
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S wWas bacx‘[ng off the beach, small arms fire was received from the north-
west and a sampan with five occupants was detected pulling into the bank 20
meters away. As the friendly units opened fire, they received grenades and
small arms fire in return wounding two Army troops. Enemy casualties were
considerably greater since their losses were: five killed; one sampan des-
troyed; and two AK-47's, a K-59 pistol, and a large amount of medical sup-
plies captured,

About mid-day on 5 September, while on a routine patrol on the Vam Co Tay
River 5% miles northwest of Tan An (XS 480 700), two PBR!'s of TU 194.9.2 were
hailed by a water taxi because two men on the taxi desire to rally. Surren-
dering an M-1 carbine and a 30 round magazine, they stated that there were
other VC in the area who might also want to rally. The PBR's returned to
base for loudspeakers, and one of the Hoi Chanhs made a live broadcast in
the VC base area with negative results. Before taking the Hoi Chanhs to Tan
An Chieu Hoi Center, the PBR's pulled into the Hoi Chanhs' village so they
could talk to their families and friends. The PBR!'s received an enthusiastic
welcome from the villagers.

That afternoon, on the Vam Co Dong River, PBR's of CTU 194.9.3 on rou-
tine patrol two miles northwest of Tra Cu received from three to four rockets
and light automatic weapons fire from the east bank. The bulk of the fire was
directed at the cover boat which took a rocket hit on the port side of the
coxswain flat below the armor plating resulting in three USN and one VNN
wounded (boat captain seriously). The PER went out of control and beached
on the west bank as the other PER's returned fire and remained in the area
to support the beached boats. Four to six VC were seen evading the area and

were taken under fire with unknown results. A Seawolf and FAC both arrived
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on station and proceeded to place strikes in the contactDES\!-aAwﬁle;‘fgp-qre '
followed by artillery. Thirty-seven minutes after the initial engagement,
a PBR patrol and VNN ATC that had been scrambled arrived with a platoon of
Army troops for insertion. The troops swept the contact area and found
fresh trails, ambush positions on the bank, and two bunkers which they des-
troyed. After a strike by an OV-10 that had arrived on the scene, plus an
additional strike by a second Seawolf, the VNN ATC pulled the beached PBR
clear. Enemy casualties for the engagement were 1 VC killed and 1 VC prob-
ably killed.

Two PBR!'s of the Upper Vam Co Tay Patrol Unit, acting on local intelli-
gence, inserted, supported, and extracted 36 PRU troops on the Rach 3ach Chan
L miles southwest of Moc Hoa (WS G675 890) on the morning of 6 September. The
troops located two arms caches containing 500 Chicom grenades, 4O B-40 rockets
and assorted small arms ammunition.

Acting on intelligence that VC sappers were operating in the area, VNN
RAC of RAG 22 embarked a battalion of ARVN troops and inserted them on the
Vam Co Dong River 14 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 592 795) on the morning
of § September. During the sweep, the troops located a cache buried in tin
boxes which consisted of: 6 boxes of TNT; 1,000 pounds of C-4; 224 60mm
mortar rounds; 216 82mm mortar fuzes; 150 B-40 rockets; 100 B-40 boosters;

31 mines of various types; 16 hand grenades; 10 AK-47's; and 31 boxes of
AK<)7 ammunition.

All the material in the cache was in very good condition, and it is es-

timated that the cache had been in place less than seven days. There was no

enemy contact,
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erating on SEAL intelligence, SEAL Team, DET GOLF, Golf platoon, squad
BRAVO conducted interdiction of a reported special supply convoy on 14 Sep-
tember 3% miles south southeast of Ben lLuc (£5 629 710). While in waterborne
guardpost position, the SEAL's observed a large sampan containing approxi-
mately 12 men exit the canal. They allowed the craft to reach mid-stream be-
fore initiating contact. The sampan was sunk by direct M-79 hits, and 25
kilos of personnel effects and one kilo of documents were recovered from the
water, Enemy casualties were 6 VC killed while three SEAL's were wourded.
PBR support and artillery illumination was called for, and the PBER's made
firing runs along the river bank and then cleared to the opposite bank. 4
SEAL platoon from Alpha squad was inserted at 2245 and patrolled inland ob-
serving numerous blood trails and fresh footprints on both sides of the canal,
but they failed to gain contact.

During the afternoon of 16 September, two RAID 71 units attached to TU
194.9.3 extracted a U.S. Army platoon directly across from Tra Cu (XS 479
986) and reinserted them a mile downriver (XS 487 97L) at the request of
3rd Brigade units. Once ashore, the troops swept inlamd toward an area
where a USA scout team had made recent contact with 3 VC during which one
Army man was seriously wounded. The sweeping troops discovered 3 VC bod-
ies, 3 NVA ponchos, assorted clothing, cooking utensils, and 50 wooden planks.

on 17 Septem ber, while in night waterborne guardpost three miles west of
Ben Iuc (XS 575 752), four PER's of TU 194.9.1 observed three VC in a sampan
exit a nearby canal. The sampan was taken under fire killing four VC and
capturing four AK-47's, One USA trooper was wounded seriocusly when he was hit
in the left shoulder by automatic weapons fire. He was dusted off to the

3rd Field Hospital in Saigon.
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Three days later, four different PBR's from TU 194.9.1 were in night
waterborne guardpost positions four miles northwest of Ben Luc (XS 554 810)
with a U.S. Army company. Eight to twelve VC were spotted and taken under
fire by the troops after which they were extracted to allow the PBi's to
take the area under fire and a Black Pony air strike. The troops were then
reinserted for a sweep which discovered 4 VC bodies.

Two Upper Vam Co Dong Patrol Unit PER's inserted U.S. Army troops eight
miles south of Tay Ninh (XT 244 353) prior to daylight on 22 September. After
only a few mimtes ashore, the troops reported seeing five lights and 15-20
persons moving 200 yards to the northvest of their location (XT 242 355).
Segwolves were scrambled and were overhead in five minutes making M-60 and
LOmm firing runs. Afloat units remained in the area as a reaction force,
and as they patrolled along the bank, they discovered a small cache containing
an AK-47, four B-4O rockets, and a small amount of AK-47 ammunition. Results
of the action were three VC killed and three probably killed. There were no
friendly casualties,

On the 28th of September, combined units of RAID 70, 71, and RAD 151,
while in night waterborne guardpost position with a U.S. Army platoon, ob-
served three VC on the riverbank opposite their position on the Vam Co Dong
River seven miles southwest of Ben Luc (XS 723 660). The three VNN craft
opened fire and caught the VC in a crossfire while receiving negative return
fire, Artillery was then called in after which the units returned to the
area and spotted three bodies near the water line, There were no friendly
casualties.

In a turnabout is fair playnroutine, ASPB units of 194.9 "psyopsed”
one of the Viet Cong's newest psyops devices. These units were in waterborne

DECLASSIFIED
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guardpost position & miles northwest of Tuyen Nhon on the Vam Co Tay River
(XS 187 843) on 29 September when they observed movement on the river banks.
They broke position and found 2! by 2' floats with VC leaflets attached,
After close examination, the floats were picked up, and the area was reconned
by fire with negative results. The floats were returned to Tuyen Nhon where
the leaflets were removed and turned over to NILO, The favor was then re-
turned as US/VN leaflets were attached to the same floats which were then re-
turned to the original position and released on the following night.

Two units from RAID 71 and RIVDIV 151 in support of a U.S., Army pla-
toon on 29 September discovered 225 pounds of TNT in % pound blocks packaged
in six crates. The condition of the crates and explosives indicated that
they had been cached for a considerable length of time. The Army units
were led to the cache site 100 meters from the bank of the Ben Luc River
2% miles north of Ben Luec (XS 638 798) by a Kit Carson scout who had re—
cently Chieu Hoid. The cache was located in the bottom of a bomb or artil-

lery crater,

’»

ir
i}

iy
DECLASSIFIED

CONFIDENTTIAL

L%
| il

&

m

10



S~ ;

Border Interdiction Cempaign DECLASS’F IED

Task Group 194.L4 had an average of nearly 120 USN and VNN craft assigned
during September. Interdiction operations were conducted in the Tran Hung Dao
area of operations which included approximately 22 WBGP's with 300 RF/PF troops
placed nightly increasing to 35 WBGP's at month's end, the locations of the
sites being determined by current intelligence, by recommendations of locel
commanders, and by analysis of historical intelligence to determine previous-
ly used infiltration routes or areas. Ten PBR's and four to five RAC's were
employed during the month to carry out interdiction operations on Barrier Reef
West,

In an effort to tighten the interdiction barrier and because of the sea-
sonal flooding with its resultant water table that has inundated large areas
compounding interdiction problems, a new tactic for this particular area came
into use during September. Sampans were utilized by friendly troops to extend
the WBGP front and thus challenge the enemy at his own game, Under the present
rules a squad size, three sampan, independent WBGP is positioned 300 meters
from the PBRYs thus permitting a much wider dispersion of waterborne interdic-
tion forces, At the end of the mont:, conventional WBGP tactics were further
altered by the use of single boat WBGP'3 throughout the Tran Hung Dao/Barrier
Reef TAOR, PCF's, VNN Junks, PBR's and RAC were assigned geographical sectors
in which they changed station randomly. These assigned craft were complemented
by troops, sampans, air boats, and Kenner Ski Barges in order to achieve maxi-
mum probability of detection and countering enemy infiltration.

In additional changes, on 13 September, the USS HUNTZRDON COUNTY (IST 838)
arrived off Ha Tien to support RIVDIV 532 and provide other assistance as feas-

ibe for operations in Ha Tien TAOR and assumed designator TU 194.4.9 with TU

194.4.8.1, DET 3, embarked to provide air support in westm{pﬁbﬁq{@Dao.

11 CONELDENTTAL
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On 15 September, RAD 132 relieved RAD 131 in Operation Tran Hung Dao and
chopped to CTG 194.4 as RAD 131 returned to Dong Tem. On 27 September,
HAL 3, DET 9, consisting of two UH-1B gunships arrived at YREM 21 (wWs 392
895) and assumed CTE 194.L.5.1 and will operate primerily in support of
Barrier Reef West.

Two PBR!s of TU 19k.L.L were in WBGP on the Vinh Te Canal six miles
southwest of Chou Doe (WS 049 796) on 4 Septesber when they observed 50
or more enemy troops in a column of 20 to 25 eampans approaching from the
east moving west. The PER's opened fire and requested artillery illumin-
ation. After forty-five minutes, artillery illumination had still not been
received, and Black Pony aircraft in the area made illumination runs with
negative sightings, however, visibility was very poor due to rain. Enemy
troops were believed to have retreated across the Cambodian border one
mile to the morthwest.

Three days later, a mile down the canal (WS 035 787), two additional
TU 194.L4.L4 PBR's were in WBGP when they observed one sampan crossing from
south to north. The PER initiated fire and destroyed the sampan. Three
enemy were killed and two grenades, am NVA umiform, four pomchos, a first
aid kit, and some articles of clothing were found in the sampan.

Still ancther mile farther to the west om the Vinh Te Camal (WS 020 788),
TU 194.4.4 PBR's in WBGP observed two VC in a sampam with two VC swimming
alongside crossing the camal towards the morth om 19 September. Whem the
VC saw the PBR's, they attempted to evade and were taken under fire amd
were killed. At this time, the PBR's received scattered small arms fire
from unknown positions to the south resulting in very slight damage
to one PBR, Enemy casualties were 4 VC killed. There were no frieadly

casualties.
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VNN junks and a Coastal Group 4l reaction team in ngﬁggésﬂfigpﬂlg

night 13 miles northeast of Ha Tien on the Vinh Te Canal (VS 600 634)
sighted approximately 20 persons to the north of their position proceeding
south. When the reaction force opened fire, they received return automatic
weapons fire as the enemy evaded north into Cambodia. A sweep conducted
later by the reaction force with Black Pony aircraft orbiting to the south
of the canal produced negative results. Enemy casualties were estimated

as three VC killed while friendly casualties were one VNN killed and one
VNN slightly wounded.

While on Cambodian border patrol, units of MINDIV 113 on 11 September
sighted a funeral float drifting down the Mekong River 134 miles northeast
of Chou Doc (WT 210 030). One unit followed the float unmtil it was 17 miles
east northeast of Chou Doc (WS 380 930) where it ran aground and was par-
tially destroyed. The remains of the float were towed into the river and
destroyed by M-79 fire,

Two ATC's of RAD 132 were in waterborne guardpost position 15% miles
northeast of Ha Tien on the Vinh Te Canal (VS 645 635) on 19 September
when two persons were observed in the vicinity of an abandoned hootch near
their position. A sniper opened fire and shot one man through the head
ard is believed to have hit the other one. A sweep at first light revealed
large amounts of blood on the ground near the hootch. There were no friendly
casualties,

PBR's of RIVDIV 512 were in WBGP positions in the early morning of 24
September on a small canal off the Vinh Te Canal 21 miles southeast of Chou
Doc (VS 870 560) when they spotted two groups of VC/NVA approximately 200

yards apart. The first group, which was 200 yards from the PBR's, evidently

13 CONEILENTLAL
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sighted t';feﬁ; 12 uﬁ"it.s as they were observed setting up mortars. The PER's
initiated fire on the first group and received sporadic AK-47 fire in return.

A USN OV-10 was diverted and was overhead in five minutes. Placing multiple
strikes in the contact area, it obtained one secondary explosion. The UV-10
was relieved by an IHFT which also placed a strike in the area. A morning
sweep by CIDG troops produced negative results with only miscellaneous equip-
ment located., Enemy casualties were 10 KIA/KBA (Prob)., There were no friendly
casualties,

In the early morning on 26 September, a VN outpost in the Tien Binh dis-
trict 534 miles southwest of Chou Doec (WS O4L9 798) was reported under attack
by 50 VC, An LHFT of HAL 3, DET 3, was scrambled and sent to the scene where
it searched the area with negative results. Meanwhile, personnel manning an
NCD approximately two miles away (WS 088 799) reported moving lights were seen
about 1% miles southwest of their position (WS 075 782). The LHFT then made a
low level reconnaissance using its landing lights and observed four or five
sampans with 10-15 people aboard. With clearance from the province and con-
currence from CTG 194.4, the LHFT placed multiple machine gun and rocket
strikes in the area. Enemy losses were 5 VC killed (Prob) and 2 to 5
sampans sunk or damaged (Prob) while there were no friendly casualties.

Junks of Coastal Group 42, while proceeding to WBGP on 27 September on
the Vinh Te Canal about 13 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 572 640 to VS 585
635), received two B-40 rounds at an estimated range of 10 meters, The
units returned fire for 20 minutes, then one unit cleared the area to
evacuate two wounded VNN, At that time, the remaining unit received A/W
fire. A few minutes later, an LHFT arrived on the scene to provide close

support. The LHFT made five firing runs and received A/W fire on all runs.



S

DEC

L11lA
The LHFT cleared the area as an LAFT arrived to provide suppolésa%'lxglgp-
lumination for a ground sweep, which showed that an estimated five men
has been in ambush position approximately 200 meters to the north and
an estimated company sized unit had beaten down the undergrowth. It is
believed that the ambush was planned as a diversion for an enemy crossing
which had been prevented in the intended area. &Enemy casualties are un-
known while friendly casualties were two VNN wounded (one serious).

On the evening of 28 September, PBR's of RIVDIV 514 sighted three
sampans each carrying two persons 150 feet from their WBGP position 6
miles west southwest of Chou Doc on the Vinh Te Canal (WS 037 790). The
PBi's initiated fire with illumination provided by an LHFT with unknown
results, Several minutes later, fire was once more initiated. A sweep
discovered 2 VC bodies and one sampan. The two enemy bodies appeared to

be under sixteen.

'
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Search Turn Campaige DECLASSIFIED

Task Group 194.3 with an average of 30 PBR's and four Seawolves as-
signed continued routine sorties, waterborne guardposts, and interdiction
patrols in Kien Giang Province and the Gulf of Thailand, in addition to
supporting the 21st ARVN Division in the "Three Sisters" arsa. Commencing
on 12 September, the Search Turn AQ was broken down into the following
areas of responsibility: (1) RIVDIV 554, TU 194.3.5, to patrol Kien Tan,
Kien Tanh, and Kinh Binh Districts out of Rach Soi; (2) RIVDIV 513, TU
194.31., to patrol the Song Cai Lon, Kien An District, and the lower Gulf
out of Rach Soi; and (3) RIVDIV 553, TU 194.3.2 to patrol Kien Son and Kien
Phung District including the upper Gulf out of Kien Son.

During September the enemy suffered 76 killed by Search Turn units which
is two more than the previous month. However, this was accomplished while re-
ducing friendly casualties from 4 killed and 10 wounded in August to 2 killed
and four wounded in September. The following incident narrative are typical
of activity in the Search Turn AO,

On 6 September, two PBR's of RIVDIV 553 supporting 21st ARVN Division
operations sighted and took under fire three swimmers crossing from east to
west on the Luynh Quynh Canal 18 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 861 238).
Seawolves were diverted f rom their patrol and placed air strikes while the
PER's provided illumination. The PBER's and Seawolves both received return
fire from the banks and returned and suppressed same. As the Seawolves
departed station, Black Ponies arrived and placed additional air strikes, A
troop sweep at daylight turned up four VC bodies, a small amount of clothing,

and some freshly used medical dressings. There were no friendly casualties.
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On 11- September, two PBR's of RIVDIV 513 in WBGP on the Song Cai Be
11 miles so;th southeast of Rach Gia (WR 178 888) observed two sampans
approaching their position after curfew. The number of occupants could
not be determined due to the extreme darkness, The sampans were taken un-
der fire and a subsequent search of the area resulted in the capture of one
VC suspect and one sampan. In addition, one VC was probably killed and a
sampan destroyed while there were no friendly casualties. Also on the 1lth
in a typical Seawolf mission, two Seawolves on southern coastal patrol
were cleared by CTG 194.3 to strike targets of opportunity in a designated
target area 18 miles southwest of Rach Gia (VR 940 810). The results were
seven structures destroyed and eight damaged, seven sampans destroyed and
18 damaged, and four VC probably killed.

Two RIVDIV 553 PBR!'s were in WB&@ positions on 14 September when they
sighted six unoccupied sampans floating toward their position on the Vam
Ray Canal 24 miles northwest of Rach Gia. Taking the sampans under fire
resulted in several secondary explosions. At the same time, small arms
fire was received from the west bank, which was returned and suppressed.
Seawolves were scrambled and arrived on the scene after the PER's had en-
gaged in a second firefight. The Seawolves placed a strike which was fol-
lowed at daybreak by a troop sweep. A search of the area and the sampan
wreckage produced one VC body and indications that six more were probably
killed., In addition, three AK-47's, two cases of AK-47 ammunition, two
B-40 rockets, one M-16 rifle, ten M-16 magazines, and four pieces of web,
There were no friendly casualties.

An unfortunate accident occurred on 15 September when Seawolf 302 of
TU 194.3.3 crashed into the Gulf of Thailand during a scramble takeoff in
a rain squall. The two pilots were wounded (one seriously) and the two

crewnmen were killed,

ECLASSIFED ¢
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BER's 477 and 679 of RIVDIV 513 were in WBGP on the &ECLASSWEDQO
miles south southeast of Rach Gia (WR 200 772) on 20 September when the af-
ter sunner »n one of the boats was hit in the chest by an enemy grenade
which then fell on the boat's pump covers. The quick thinking gunner
quickly retrieved the grenade hurling it back into the nippa plam bush

from which it eminated. The grenade exploded probably killing one VG,

DECLASSIFIED
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: Riverine Strike Group
(Tmak Group 194e7)
The remnaenta of the now defunct (as of 25 August 1969) Mobile Riverine
Force eonsist of River Assault Divisions 13 and 75 snd continue operational
commitments as the Riverine Strike Group (RSG) withim the Operation SEA LORDS

organizational structure as depicted in the following chart:

OPERATIONAL ORGANIZATION

TF 194
"SEA LORDS
VADM ZUMWALT
- i
TG 194.0 [ TG 194.7 |
FIRST SEA LORDS RIVERINE
RADM FLANAGAN STRIKE GROUP
CAPT BIAIR
RIVRON 13 RIVEON 15
CDR MURPHY CDR HENRY
R | B L
RIVDIV 131 RIVDIV 132 RIVDIV 151] | RIVDIV 152 | [RIVDIV 153
LT KAHN LT CONNOLLY LT BARTLETT | |LT SCARBROUGH| | LT LOFEZ
USS DENEWAE EGD TEAM
(APB 35) LTJG WELLS
LCDR SOLOMON

Captain Carvell Blair, formerly Commsnder Tmak Force 117 snd River Flo-
tills ONE, assumed primary duties as the Samior Adwieor, Vietnamess Navy Am-
phiblous Task Force 21T with additional duties as Commander Tesk @eeup 194,7
&nd on the staff of Commander River Patrol Flotills FIVE in charge of River

Aspeult Craft matters,
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Iimited operations by the Riverine Strike Group, as compared with
the large scale, extensive, and relentless offensive activity of:the Mobile
Riverine Force, continued during September. Riverine Assault Operations in
support of various PRU, ARVN, and RF troops were conducted in areas in Kien
Hoa, Go Cong, and Dinh Tuong Provinces. These troop insertion and extraction
operations were conducted on request of the respective unit U.S. advisor and
usually developed on short lead time. Reconnaissance in force operations
in support of the 6/31 Infantry Battalion of the 3rd Brigade, U.S. Ninth
Infantry Division in the Can Giuoc District of Long An Province were carried
out. As began last month, RSG units continued patrol and interdiction
operations on the Song Vam Co, Rach Cat, Rach Cac, and Song Nha Be. The
Cho Gao Canal became a CTG 194.7 operating area on 1 September, and an
average of six assault craft were on patrol there. Emphasis in all areas

was given to inspection as 8448 persons and 25,565 persons were checked.

Operations were in general routine, and contact with the enemy was
very light or non-existent in all operating areas except on the Cho Gao
Canal. Five enemy ambushes were sprung on RAC along this waterway during
September whereas none are recorded for the other areas., Casualties were
light again this month - enemy casualties were listed as 9 Viet Cong
killed; friendly casualties were one USN killed, and six USN and L VNN

were wounded,

Dispostion of RAC in the Giant Slingshot and other campaign areas
continued as in previous months as shown in the accompanying table which

depicts the situation on the last day of Septcnbor.

. DECLASSIFIED
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Operation/ Agsault (1) (2)
igcation Division AIC ASFB MON CCB Utiliiy Befueler Ioial
' RAD

Dong Tam 131 L 6 4 (IF) 2 1 27
Tran Bung Dao 132 13 6 3() 1 1 1 25
Giant Slingshot 151 12 6 4L (IF) 1 1 24,
Nem Co River 152 13 6 3 1 1 1 25
Fung Sat Speeial 153 16 16
Zons & Giant
Slingshot

Total 52 40 14 5 4 2 17z

(1) F - flame thrower (2) Utility craft are MSM
BAC were ambushed on the Cho Gao Canal on two successive nights.

At 2050 on the 4th, RAD 132 craft on patrol came across several sampans,

As soon as the area was illuminated the patrol received 5 B-40 rockets and
A/W f£ire from both banks at a position 5% miles east of My Tho (XW 595 438).
Fire was returmed and suppressed with unknown enemy casuslties. ATC-9 took
3 rocket hits and 3 Navymen were wounded in the action. Again, the next
night, RAC received rocket fire from both banks of the canal 4 miles south-
east of My Tho (vicinity XIS 569 432) as ATC 23 took 3 hits and ZIPPO 2

took one hit. The patrol suppressed the fire and the ZIFPO flamed the
area, later investigation revealed that 3 VU were killed; one Vietnamese
sailor was slightly wounded,

A U,S, Navyman was killed at 0525 en 5 September when a single enemy
mortar round made a direct hit on the flight deck of ATC 22 (RAD 132) as it
was tied up to Pier Charlie at Dong Tam, The security watch wasmortally
wounded and three other sailers received wounds,

DECLASSIFIED s



At 2130 on the 17th, RAC were again ambushed o:? EtE&ACShSc!FEP Canal,
One B-40 rocket struck ZIPPO-1 resulting in minor damage and no personnel
casualties, Just after midnight on the 24th, RAC on the Cho Gso inter-
diction patrol received 10 B-40's and 4/W fire from a 300 meter long
ambush position on the south bank in the vieinity of XS 565 432. Two
RAC received hits resulting in light meterisl damage and 3 U.S. and 3
Vietnamese sailors wounded, Subsequent reports indicated that 8 Vietnam-
ese civilians were asphyxiated as the ZIPPO flamed the ambush area to
suppress enemy fire, Another ambush erupted at 2300 on 26 September as
RAC on the Cho Gao Canal received B-40 and A/W fire 8 miles northeast of
My Tho (XS 637 472). Fire was returned and suppressed and sn embarked
reaction team inserted, Three USN were wounded while enemy casualties

were unknown.

RAC of RAD 152 inserted 6/31 Infantry Battalion troops along a canal
in lLong An Province. During late morning of the 27th, the troops, with
the aid of a Hoi Chanh 3 miles east of Can Giouc (XS 879 720) discoversd
a 450 pound cache of explosives. EUD personnel destroyed the rusted and
deteriorated rockets and primers in place.

N DECLASSIFIED
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Market Time Raider Campaign

Enemy base areas and fortifications along the navigable waterways of
the III and IV Corps Tactical Zones were hit frequently by the combined sea,
ground, and air punch of the "Swift" boat river incursion operations. Em-
ploying two or more PCF's and supported by helicopter, OV-10, and OV-6A
aircraft and USCG WPBfs, the III and IV Coastal Zone Raiders conducted 78
missions in support of operations SEA LORDS and Sea Float during Septem-
ber. The "Swift" boats, in addition to conducting H and I fire and respond-
ing to requests for urgent naval gunfire support and manning of waterborne
guardposts, inserted, extracted, and supported ground forces consisting of
Underwater Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance Teams, SEAL's, PRU*s, RF/PF
troops, MSF and ARVN soldiers. Enemy initiated hostile fire incidents de-
creased from 43 in August to 25 during the month of September., These were
suppressed on all occasions except when nearness of friendly forces pre-
vented return fire in the area. There were no U.S, or VNN "Swift" boats dam-~
aged in the missions while one Seawolf supporting the operations received
minor damage, and seven U.S, sailors were wounded during the month,

Enemy personnel losses by combined allied forces increased over August
with 109 Viet Cong killed (80 body count, 29 probable), 10 wounded, and 22
captured, There was a decrease in enemy material losses over the previous
month with over 100 watercraft and 254 structures damaged and six craft
captured,

Although these operations continued to produce maxdimum damage in secret
zones and enemy base areas, the primary emphasis continued to center on the
pacification of the Ca Mau peninsula under operation Sea Float/Tran Hung Dao III.

DECLASSIFIE
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A new tactic utilized by Market Time Raiders include Ec v JED

waterborne guardpost wherein two PCF's drift downriver with the current

to intercept VC traffic. Another tactic is the utilization of the lead

PCF of three or more PCF's as a decoy. When transiting the river, the lead
PCF proceeds out ahead at maximum speed steering a 2ig zag course. The
remaining boats stay in a column formation at a speed approximately 50C RPM's
less than the lead boat. Upon reaching a distance of approximately 2,000
yards ahead of the others, the lead PCF returns and then commences his run
again., The rationale is to lure the enemy into thinking only one "Swift"
boat is on patrol. If shot at, all PCF's converge at a point on the

opposite bank and saturate the area with 8lmm mortar fire.

On 3 September, PCF's 54, 24, 28, and 59 and the PT GREY (USCG WPB)
embarked two companies of RF/PF troops (vicinity XR 521 643) about 50 miles
southeast of Can Tho. The units then proceeded to a small canal (XR 476 622)
just south of the Kinh Quan Chanh Bon and after prepping the beach with .50
caliber machine gun fire, inserted the troops. The troops made light contact
with the enemy; however, the close proximity of friendlies preclude the nSwift"
boats from providing gunfire support. Shertly thereafter, the RF/PF troops
were extracted and disembarked at XR 485 636, The units then exited the canal
without further incident. The Sea Lords mission resulted in eight sampans,
four structures, and two bunkers destroyed. There were no friendly casualties
while four VC were killed and seven VC captured.

The PT GREY (USCG WPB) and PT CAUTION (USCG WPB) conducted a Sea Lords
mission on the afternocon of L4 September about six miles southeast of Thanh
Phu (XR 76 95). The WPB!'s entered the Kinh Eo Loi taking targets of oppor-
tunity under fire and firing at a VC machine shop. During the engagement,

small arms fire was received and suppressed. The afternoon operation resulted

DECLASSIFIED
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in four buriiggrs, 21 structures, And eight sampans destroyed and 13 structures
heavily damaged. In addition, several small fires were ignited. There were
no friendly casualties, and enemy casualties are unknown,

On the night of 4 and 5 September, PCF's 63 and 64 inserted a Kien Hoa
Province Kit Carson Scout platcon (KCS) on the Co Chien River in Base Area
490 about six miles north of Phu Vinh (XR 461 082). Following the insertion,
the "Swift" boats stoodby to provide support as necessary. The scouts were
extracted at 0200, 5 September and returned to Ben Tre, The "Swift" boats
made no contact with the enmemy, but the KOS captured four VC suspects and
destroyed 200 feet of trip wire and 200 gallons of gasoline. There were
no friendly casualties.

At 0615 on the morning of 1.4 September, six PCF's and the USS WINDHAM
COUNTY (LST 1170) got underway and proceeded to the Song Ong Doc (VQ 805 985)
where 60 RF were embarked on the "Swift'" boats. The troops were inserted on
the south bank of the Song Ong Doc (VR 910 007) and swept east and then south
(to VQ 918 998) where contact was made with a two squad size enemy force, In
the ensuing firefight, seven VC were killed and two VC were captured along
with numerous weapons, ammunition, and field gear, Continuing the sweep, one
large rice mill and 200 kilos of rice were destroyed. Three PCF's provided
mortar support for the troops while the other three "Swift" boats with UDT
embarked destroyed river barricades in the vieinity in preparation for fu-
ture PBR operations. During the operation, the IST provided H and I fire
while Seawolves providing air cover took targets of opportunity under fire,
The troops were extracted at 1530, and all units exited the river without
further incident. There were no friendly casualties while enemy losses

were 12 VC killed and three captured. There were three structures destroyed

DECLASSIFIED
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and four heavily damaged. One 30 foot sampan loaded with caugmss _ ) was
destroyed. One of the detainees indicated that the VC were holdlng a zﬁéeting,
and the RF troops had surprised them, and two of the VC killed were hamlet
level cadre.

On the night of 22 September, three PCF's proceeded up the Song Ong Doc
to the northeast corner of the Kinh Ba Kheo (VR 889 002) where PCF 17 dropped
out of the formation and inserted an RF company, UDT, and PF personnel to es-
tablish a night guardpost. PCFts 103 and 25 continued up the river about 2,000
meters to simulate a night patrol, then reversed course and along with PCF 17
retumed to the Song Long Doc to standby. The troops took a sampan under fire
when it did not respornd to a call to stop for a search and wounded two civil-
ians., The "Swift" boats returned up the river, embarked the wounded, and re-
turned them to Song Ong Doc for treatment., One man was identified by another
detainee as a VC, The river traffic increased after the second trip by the
PCF's; apparently, the operators thought the troops had been extracted. One
sampan was called over for a search and at first slowly approached the troops
then attempted to evade to the opposite canal bank. It was taken under fire
ard destroyed, and the four occupants were killed, During the night, 15 other
persons and their motorized sampan were detained. The troops were extracted
at 230315H, and all units exited the river without further incident. There
were four VC killed and one VC captured while sixteen civilians were detained
as curfew violators. One sampan was destroyed. There were no friendly casu-
alties,

On the night of 25 September, PCF's 63 and 54 inserted Kien Hoa Province
PRU*s off the Ham Luong River about 12 miles northeast of Phu Vinh (XS 540 170).
The "Swift" boats then waited to render support as necessary. A short time

later an emergency call for fire was received from the Kien H oca PRU Advisor

DECLASSIFIED
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whose forces were receiving heavy enemy A/W fire. The "Swifts" reacted
quickiy, and the enemy attack was suppressed. The troops were extracted
at 0300 the next morning by PCF 63 while PCF 54 fired H and I in the area
evacuated by the troops. There were no friendly casualties while four VC
were killed and two VC captured. One field hospital was destroyed and

documents were captured,
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9G4STAL SURVELLIANCE FORCE SWOARY  EC ASSIFIED

Market Time had Stable Deor forces contimus routine eperations
during September, Market Time units retained patrol responsibility
in the Game Warden area of operations on the lower Bassac and Co
Chien rivers during the entire month, detecting 5,388 watercraft,
inspecting 1,920 and boarding another 2,474. There were seven craft
and 20 persons dtained with mo reported incidents of evading craft
in the rivers, Task Force 115 surveillance units detected 119,167
craft in their patrol areas along the coastand in the harbors of
the Republic of Vietnam, This is more than 20,000 fewer detections
than in August; adverse weather conditions in the First and Second
Coastal Zones caused the decrease, There were a total of 33,180
inspections and 18,693 boardings during September, As a result of these
cheeks 236 craft and 1364 persons were detained for possession of
contrabend, violation of restricted areas, improper persomnel or
craft papers and other suspicious activities., There were 32 Viet
Cong suspects detained in addition te the above,

Eneny activity during the entire month of September remained at
a generally low level as during the previous two months. Increases in
enemy activity predicted for the latter part of September failed to
materialize,

On 1 September, Market Time Barrier Aircraft reported a modified
SK~6 Cau Mau class trawler in the Gulf of Thailand at positiem
09-258, 103-37E about 100 miles west of Song Ong Doc on sourse 320
degrees true at a speed of 8 knots, On imitial sighting the trawler

DECLASSIFIED
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hCLASﬁHanmd to have a greea hull, vhite deckhouse and vhite camwas

eover astsrn and appeared to be heavily loaded. The aiversft
commenced covert smurveillance and ready alert aircraft were launched
to maintain the barrier integrity. The contast was designated 1 7 1
by the Commander Coastal Surveillanoce Fores., Shortly after the initial
detection the travler schanged course to a seutherly headiag, apprexi-
mately 100 miles off the ssast until past Ca Mau Peminsuls whem it
changed course to a mortherly heading toward the Paracel Islands,

The USS WILKES (DD 441), USS GEORGE K. MACKENZIE (DD 836) and USCGC
SPRICER (WHEC 36) took station en the travler end maintained a
comtimmous covert surveillamse. At 031440H SEVENTH Fleet Units
assumed morveillamse responsibility ead all Mirket Time wmits retwmrumed
te mermal patrol duties, Om the evemiag of 6 Septamber the Ssveath
Units lest oontact with the travler vhem she emtered the Paracel
Islands in the vicimity ef limeelmn Islamd., A pessidble imfiltratiom
attempt was aborted.

Task Fores 115 wmnits ecentimued to provide mwl gumfire and
blocking forces in swppert of friendly greund opsrations alemg the
coast and in the rivers and eanals. Buriag September eme U.S. Navy-
man and one U.S, Coast Guard men were killed and 11 U.S. sailors were
vounded, HEnemy lesses were 79 oemfirmed kills and 39 probably killed,
27 wounded and 18 eaptured,

At 1150 on 31 August while emreute fom Am Thoi te Ea Tiem,
FCF 62 em a heading of 035 degrees magnetic crossed inte Cambodiam
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waters (VS 220 440). At coordinate VS 260 530 small arms fire was
received but was not returned. As soon as the officer in charge
realized he was in Cambodian waters he altered course to 140 degrees
megnetic to clear the area &s soon as possible and entered South
Vietnamese waters (VS 330 480). The PCF pemetrated approximately

six miles inside Cambodian territory.
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The first half of September found several of the patrol stations
in area 1 and 2 wacant due to heavy weather and as a result there were
13,475 detections of watereraft which was nearly 8,000 less than
during August. Of these waft, 4,991 were inspected and another 3,725
were boarded. There were 32 craft detained and 270 persons detained
for curfew violations, improper personal or eraft papers and violation

of restricted areas.

First Coastal Zone patrols participated in more tham 160 nawal
gunfire support missions during September, Of these, 57 were SEA
TIGER missions or patrols with about half reporting no gunfire damege
assessment due to heavy rain, darkmess, heavy foliage or mo troops
available to sweep the ares,

On fhe\ morning of 1 September PCF's 65 and 79 while an a normal
SEA TIGER patrol inserted a Vietnamese Navy landing teem about 15
miles southeast of Danang and provided security while the team made
a sweep to the east. After destroying tunkers and an ammo/medicine
cache the team was extracted and reinserted in tuwo groups about three
miles to the southeast where they swept toward each other and thenm to
the east. The team detained three Vietnamese females and dstroyed
bunkers in the area prior to extraction and the PCF 65 took several
structures under destructive fire, Ths morning operation resulted
in the destruction of 10 tunkers, four structures and three sampans,
There were no friendly casualties while three Vietnamese females were
detained and turmed over to Coastal Group 14 (CG=14).

corroenrraDECLAS.Y (L 3k



R

DECLASSIFIED |

On the morning of 5 September, PCFls 13 and 15 imserted an '
Undervater Demolition Team (UDT) and PCF's 39 and 75 inserted RF
troops off the Song Thu Bon for & combined sweep through coordinates
BT 143 535 and BT 153 535 about 15 miles southeast of Danang. While
the "Swift" boats provided security the ground forces destroyed
bunkers in the sweep area and observed four large secondary explosions.
The troops were extracted at 1400 without incident. There were no
friendly casualties while one VC was probably killed. The sweep
resulted in 45 bunkers, three structures, two 105mm rounds and four

8lmm rounds being destroyed.

A SEA TIGER mission was conducted on 11 September to implant
Duffel Bag sensors on Thuan Tinh Island in the Song Cua Dai (BT
187 553) about 16 miles southeast of Danang. The operation commenced
with helo gunships prepping the area with rockets and miniguns. FPCF's
39 and 78 then imserted the EOD, UDT and Duffel Bag personnel, while
the helo gunships and "Swift" boats stoodby to provide security.
Completing a beach and underwater recon the UDT commenced implanting
two sensor strings in the water while the Duffel Bag team implanted
two sensor strings on Thuan Tinh Island. During the operation some
AK-/7 fire was received, but it was immediately suppressed by the
PCF's and helo gunships. The sensor string was laid by 1130 and all
personnel were extracted without further incident, There were seven
structures, two bunkers and one 155mm duel round destroyed and one
AE-47 rifle captured., There were no friemdly casualties while four
VC were killed.
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&;02_120 on 16 September, PCF 61 on a SEA TIGER patrol observed

& largs explosion on the Song Cua Dai (BT 207 568) about 17 miles
southeast of Danang., Subsequent investigation revealed two Coastal
Group 14 junks were completely destroyed, probably by a floating
mine, PCF's 61 and 78 provided illumination and assisted in a search
for survivors. A MEDEVAC helo was called in to evacuate four wounded
VEN vhile artillery fire was placed on the west bank of the river.

On 22 September, the PT LOMAS (USCG WFB) while on normal Market
Time patrol detected 11 sampans underway without running lights
(vicinity of YD 772 375/ID 700 420) about 60 miles morthwest of
Danang., Eight of the sampans were boarded and 9 Vietnamese without
identification were detained. Three sampans evaded and after they
ignored warning shots were teken under fire with M-16's by sailers
in the small boats. There were mo friendly casualties while eight
VC were killed. The nine detainees were turmed over to CG-12 for
further transfer to the Bawal Intelligence Lisisom Officer (NILO) at

Hue for disposition.

On the night of 22 September PCF!s 13 and 69 in a night water-
borne guardpost sighted a sampan with two occupants on board about
14 miles south of Damang (BT 170 545). With clearance from the Quang
Nam Sector the sampan was itaken under fire, resulting in two VC
killed and one sampandestroyed. One belt of VC gremades and one beg
of medicine was recovered from the wreckage. There were mo friendly

casualties,

36




Intelligence sources reported underwater DLQMLEDS south~

east of Danang (vicinity BS 792 858) as being used by the Viet Cong.

A Seawolf conducted visual recomnaissance of the area on 23 September
to &termine the feasibility of a joint Army/Mavy operation to detect
and destroy the underwater caves, Fiwve W were sighted emerging from
the underwater caves and when they attempted to return were teken under
fire and killed. Further reconnaissance of the area indicated a high
density of mines and booby traps and based on this information
further operations in this area were recommended.

On the afternoon of 26 September a helo gunship escorting two
PBR's during a probe of the Truong Giang River received automatic
weapons fire fom the vicinity of BT 168 497 about 18 miles southeast
of Danang, The helo's gas tank was hit and it was forced to land,
PCF's 61 and 65 along with the two FBR!s returned the fire immediately
and effectively suppressed it. As the units were closing the area
PCF 61 received one incoming M-~79 round which caused no damege, There
were no friendly casualties while one bunker:, three structures, one
sampan and two fish traps were destroyed. Two structures were damaged
and one sampan captured. Enemy casualties are umknown,

At 0830 on 30 September on a SEA TIGER missicn, Coastal Group 14
and River Assault Group 32 units in serted three VNN sweep/security
teams followed by a PCF insertion of EOD and UDT perscmmel (vicimity
of BT 154 532) about 16 miles southeast of Damang. CG-14, RaG-32,
two helo gunships and an 0-1G (light observation wifip%\dog)
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providing waterborne and air cover the VNN team conducted a sweep

to the east of Lang Dong Island while the OD and UDT teams conducted
beach recon and bunker destruction along the south bank, All
personnel were extracted at 1330 without incident. One VC was sighted
in the area and taken under fire by the helo gunships. The operation
was terminated at 1430 with no £riendly casualties and one VC killed,
The ground forces destroyed 77 large bunkers, five structures, one
sampan, one 1, 000 1bs, bomb, ocne 105%zm round, onme 155m round and
various quantities of fresh food. The average size of the bunkers
were 10X15 feet with the largest being 20X30 feet,
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OLERATIONS N TI'E FIRST COASTAL ZONE

L EMILITARIZD ZONE A. Sea Tiger - 1 SEP
CUA B. Sea Tiger - 5 SEP
VIETACG I BASE C. Sea Tiger - 11 SEP
D

£ . Sea Tiger - 16 SEP
L ¢ E. PT LOMAS - 22 SEP
TRI F. OSea Tiger - 22 SEP
G. Seawolf - 23 SEP
i Bk H. PCF's 61 & 65 - 26 SEP
HUE I. Sea Tiger - 30 SEP
ceI3
BAS .
)
DANANG
A8
LuOEND: Giil4 b~ 2oeB T
[]= Coastal Surveillance Center i < 5
X - Hostile Fire/Evasion Incident
# = SAR/MEDEVAC Inciden: i
CG I5 BASER &
CHU °
LAl RE ISLAND
G

SCALE:

0

NAUTICAL MILES

DECLASSIFIED
SO IEDENTTAL

39



CONFEDRERTITL

DECLASSIF IED Second Coastal Zone

Weather throughout the Second Caostal Zone was generally good during
the month of September although the number of detections was approximately
10,000 less than in August. There were 998 detections of watercraft with
16,511 of the craft inspected and 5,847 boarded. There were 42 craft and
281 persons detained for curfew or restricted zone violations, incorrect or
faulty manifests, possession of contraband, lack of or faulty identificatiom
papers or as suspected draft dodgers.

There were 109 naval gunfire support missions reported in the Second
Coastal Zone during the month of September with a minimum amount of gun
damage assessment reported,

On the afternoon of 2i September, the USCGC SPENCER (WHEC 36) conducted
a NGFS mission as requested and cleared by the Naval Gunfire lLiaison Officer
(NGLO ) of the ARVN 68 miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 027 526). The SPENCER
neutralized three VC base camps, well covered 1,200 meters of infiltration
and supply routes, and destroyed three structures. In addition, six structures
were destroyed, one massonry structure was heavily damaged, and four large
secondary fires were ignited. There were no friendly casualties, and enemy
casualties are unknown. ‘ ’

On the morning of 25 September, the USCGC SPENCER was again requested
by the ARVN Naval Gunfire Liaison Officer for a support mission about 70
miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 026 548). The target was a VC base camp, and
it was neutralized by the Cutter's five inch guns. One masonry structure
was destroyed and two masonry structures and a cave heavily damaged and
3,000 meters of infiltration and supply routes well covered, There were
no friendly casualties, and enemy casualties are unknown.
DECLASSIFIED
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At 0200 on the morning of 27 September, two suSpiciotpsEmm'

Chinese fishing vessels were spotted within the restricted zone by FCF 57
about 25 miles south of Phan Rang (BN 88 39). The two vessels were closed;
however, heavy seas prevented boarding. The vessels then retrieved their
nets and departed the area escorted by PCF 57.

On the afternoon of 28 September, the USCGC TANEY (WHEC 37) conducted a
gunfire support mission in support of the Capitol ROK Infantry Division about
70 miles north of Tuy Hoa (CR 013 490). The mission was requested and spotted
by the ROK Infantry Division NGLO, The NGLO reported the t arget area well cov-
ered with 300 meters of assembly area and 40O meters of infiltration route well
covered, one cave partially closed, and one secondary fire. There were no
friendly casualties while one VC was killed and three VC were wounded.

On the morning of 29 September, the TANEY was called on agsin for a gun-
fire support mission two miles to the east of the previous day's mission
(CR 032 505). The Cutter's five inch guns destroyed five bunkers and damaged
five more, On the morning of 29 September, PCF L9 patrolling in Market Time
area 3G was informed of a possible search and rescue mission about 14 miles
southeast of Qui Nhon (CR 205 035). An emergency beeper signal had been
picked up by an aircraft on patrol. Investigation by the "Swift" boat revealed
the emergency beeper to be aboard a small Vietnamese fishing vessel, The
fishing vessel was then brought alongside the USCG TANEY (WHEC 37) for question-
ing of personnel by the VNN liaison officer aboard the cutter. Interrogation
revealed that the fishing boat had been in the area since 281800H and a ap-
proximately 290530H discovered the radio in the water and brought it aboard.
They further stated they had seen no aircraft crash or any indication that

one had crashed. Two Vietnamese were detained and transferred to PCF 49

for transportation to Qui Nhon for further interrogation,
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SECOND COASTAL ZONE
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Third Coastal Zone D ECLASS,F ’ED

In the Third Coastal Zone, the number of detections was about the same &as
the preceding momth indicating no increase in indigenous coastal traffic dur-
ing September. Surveillance operations resulted in the detection of 6,381
watercraft. Patrol effectiveness remained high with 3,085 inspections and
1,943 boardings. There were no incidents of evading craft while 19 craft
and 83 persons were detained, In addition, "Swift" boats patrolling the
lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detected 5,388 craft, and of those, 1,920
were inspected, and 2,47L were boarded resulting in four craft and 13 persons
being detained, There were no incidents of evading craft reported for either
the Bassac or Co Chien Riwvers.

There were 163 naval gunfire support missions conducted during September.
These missions were in responss to requests for urgent naval gunfire support,
targets of opportunity, H and I, or in preplanned river and canal incursions.

On the morning of 6 September, the PT COMFORT (USCG WPB) observed three
people running across the beach about 35 miles northwest of Old Nam Can. They
were immediately taken under fire, after sector clearance had been obtained,
killing one VC and wounding two others. Two camouflaged sampans were also
taken under fire and destroyed.

The PT COMFORT (USCG WPB) while on normal Market Time patrol conducted
a NGFS mission on 7 September on a suspected VC weapons and food cache at the
mouth of the Co Chien River about 15 miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 680 875).
Firing at a range of from 600 to 2,000 yards with direct spotting, the WPB
destroyed six structures with her 8lmm mortars. There were noc friendly cas-

nalties, and enemy casualties are unknown.

On 7 September, PCF's 17 and 28 inserted PRU, National Police Field Forces,

and PF forces about 4O miles southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River (XR 338 627)
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The "Swift" boatsfthen withdrew to provide a blocking force and gunfire sup-
port. . The ground forces led by Hoi Chanhs found an abandoned VC prison camp.
Sweeping to the west, another POJ camp was found and six prisoners were lib-
erated. The troops were then extracted, and on the return trip, PCF 17 con~
ducted a psyops mission. The ground forces killed two VC and captured 15
pounds of documents. As a result of the psyops broadcast, two Hoi Chanhs ral-
lied to the "Swift" boats., Thera were no friendly casualties,

The PT BANKS (USCG WPB) was conducting routine boardings and inspections
on the morning of 12 September when one sampan failed to stop and evaded into
a treeline 1,000 yards down a canal about 45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR
425 623). The WPE closed the position, and the sampan emerged from the canal
ard came alongside. One Vietnamese male without identificatior was detained
as a suspected Viet Cong. Upon inspecting the sampan, 75 packs of cigarettes,
600 pounds of rice, 40 gallons of gasoline, 10 pounds of sugar, 40 cans of
American sardines, and one case of medicine, all urmanifested, were captured.
The damaged sampan was delivered to CG-36 for further transfer to the NILO
Soc Trang., There were no friendly casualties.

The PT PARTRIDGE (USCG WPB) fired a sector approved NGFS mission on the
afternoon of 13 Spetember about 62 miles southwest of Can Tho (WQ 47 96).

The WPB gunfire accounted for two structures and one sampan destroyed and
another six structures heavily damaged. There were no friendly casualties,

Early on the morning of September, PCF 87 inserted 30 PF/RF troops
about 16 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 07 93) and then stoodby as a block-
ing force, The mission was an attempt to capture a Viet Cong Infrastructure
(VCI). The mission was aborted when the intelligence agent failed to show.

The PT CYPRESS (USCG WPB) was requested to provide support for a troop

insertion on 22 September off the Song My Than (XR 150 44L4) about 43 miles
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southeast of My Tho. The WPB provided 8lmm NGFS and stoodby for .50 cal-
iber support should the enemy come into the open. Enemy S/A fire was re-
ceived and quickly suppressed. The mission terminated at 083C with the
WPB having destroyed five bunkers. There were no friendly casualties
while enemy casualties are unknown.

On the morning of 27 September, the PT BANKS (U3CG WPB) conducted a
gunfire support mission in a VC area about sixteen miles southeast of FPhu
Vinh (XR 757 864). The WPB spotted two people in a field who fled into
the treeline and two people in a structure and were taken urder fire with
8lmm and automstic weapons. There were no friendly casualties while two
VC were killed and two VC wounded. One structure was destroyed and six
damaged.

On the afternoon of 29 September, PCF 63 detained two VC suspects while
conducting routine board and search operations in the Co Chien River about
L1 miles southeast of Vinh Long (XR 493 025), One suspect had three separ-
ate sets of 1D papers in his possession and 300 kilos of unmanifested rice.
When apprehended, the suspect attempted to bribe the crew members, Under
initial interrogation by VNN crew members, the suspect admitted to being
a VC and had been acting as a courier for three months. The second suspect
had illegal medicine and blank draft deferment papers. He admitted to being
a VC when interrogated at Coastal Group 36 Headquarters near Dong Phu. The
confiscated medicine, 300 kilos of rice, blank draft deferment papers along
with one sampan were turned over to NILO Tra Vinh for disposition.

At 0800 on 29 September, PCF 95 rendezvoused with the PT ELLIS (USCG WPB)
and commenced patrolling the Cua My Thanh taking offensive bunkers under fire.
At 2000, a water taxi heavily loaded with cargo was stopped and searched. The

DECLASSIFED
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taxd master had an altered ID card, no date entries in his boat log, no
travel papers, and no military papers. The taxi was detained until first
light when it was relessed to the taxi master's wife. During the night,
two other sampans were searched with negative resuits and released after
strong warnings., The occupants stated that the reason for traveling at
night was that during the day, aircraft would take them under fire. There
were seven bunkers destroyed and six bunkers heavily damaged along with
assorted hammers, chisels, knives, and saws. There were no friendly cas-

ualties, and one Vietnamese was detained,
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DECLASSIFIED OPERATION MARKET TIME

There were 541 maval gunfire support, SEA LORDS, SEA FLOAT
and SEA TIGER missions conducted during September, approximately
27 less than in Angust., (un damage assessment on these missions
was 34.9 percent, with the following results being attained:

118 Viet Cong killed (79 body count, 39 probable)
27 Viet Cong wounded
18 Viet Cong captured
131 Junks/Sampans destroyed
8 Junks/Sampans heavily damaged
212 Structures/Bunkers heavily damaged

There wers 20 incidents of ewading craft and personnsl reported
and ftaken under fire resulting in 15 watersraft destroyed and 28
Viet Cong killed, (24 body count, 4 probable), 3 VC wounded and
2 VC captured.

Surveillanse operations resulted im the detection ef 59,255
watercraft, Of these 27,2{7 were inspected and another 14,400 were
boarded. Detections of stesl hulled vessels in Market Time areas
totalled 656 with 466 being inspected and another 24 boarded and all
determined to be mon-suspicious.

"Swift" boats conducting Operations SEA LORDS and SEA FLOAT
river and canal incursions (Market Time Raiders) im the III and IV
Corps Tactical Zones conducted 78 multi-craft missions during
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September. The results of the missions were notD ESLEéLFJE.Dn as in
previous months as the enemy avoided contacst whenever possible,
During the month the "Swift" boats in the IV Corps Tactical Zone
when not engaged in SEA LRDS missions were involved in the SEA
FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO III PSYOPS Campaign in the lower Cai Maum
Peninsula. These operations are discussed under Market Time Raiders

in the Operation SEi LORDS summary and Operation SEA FLOAT summary.

SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 continued routine eperaiions
during September in the IV Corps Tactical Zome in support of Opera-
tion SEA FLOAT, A tactic which proved very successful in the SEAL
operations and will be used again was a false extraction by helicopter

and then establishment of an interdiction post,

The Market Time P-3 air patrol barrier remains the principle
deterrent and detection of infiltration from sea. On 1 September,
due to a cutback in funds, the mmber of air barrier flights was
reduced from 150 flights per month to 125 flights per month. By
concentrating the majority of these flights during those periods
vhich are more favorable to trawler infiltration and by randomizimg
the remeining flights, the probability of detectlion of a 20-knot mon-
intelligence %trawler has remained at 60% or above, The periods
considered most probable for trawler infiltratiom are during the dark
of the moon, during the hours of darkmess, during periods of high
tides (Delta areas), during periods of adverse weather conditions, and

during truce or holiday periods.




DECLASS!HEDA tactic which proved successful occurred when Market Time inshore
patrol wnits combined with larger offshore units (MSU/MSC)_ in

& follew on of the wolf pack technique, wherein the command and
contrel platform (MSO/MSC) maintsined a plot of all contacts and
vectors the participating PCF's, WPB's, or skimmers to investigate

the surface contacts in the area. The command and control platform

by maintenance of a plot was able to detest any unit within the area
attempting to evade bearding and search,

On 1 September two U.S. Ravy hydrofeil patrol gumboats the USS
FLAGSTAFF (PGH 1) and the USS TUCUMCARI (PGH 2) arrived in Vietnam
for an extended combat test and evaluation. The two craft were
assigned to the First Coastal Zone under the operational eontrol of
Commander Task Group 115.1 and will be based at Damang, The PGH's
reported ready in all respects to assume patrol duties on 15 Septen~
ber. The craft will make random patrols along pre—established tracks
both day and night at speeds in access of 40 kmots,

PCP-10 Sinking
FCF 10 arrived alongside USS WINDHAM COUNTY (LST 1170) at

13008 on 6 September and meored alongside to starbeard, There s

a westerly wind, 20 to 25 kmots with gusts to 40 kmots and the mas
were six o eight feet fom the west. At 1730 KCF 10 began taking
water internally and the damage conmtrol party was called awvay and
rigged portable pumps. The PCF ccamenced taking vater over the stern
faster than the pumps conld remove :I.t.. At 2000H a sudden squall
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ocourred which negated all efforts to save the IE)EELédeIEEsDank at
2015H in about 25 feet of water at VQ6870. All classified material,
smell arms and personal effects were removed prior to the sinking.
BCF 10 was dewatered and afloat at 211500H ; salvage operations
having been delayed by heavy weather. It was intended to tow the
"Swift" boat to Vung Tau; however, afier inspection she was found to
be totally unseaworthy for two and was loaded on board the USS

WHETSTONE (L3D 27) and lifted to Cat Lo for repairs on 25 Seplember,

The USS NOXUBEE (AOG 56) was anchored at the POL buoy at the
Navel Support Activity Detachment, Cua Viet (YD 3670) on the morning
of 8 September when a white object and two swimmers were sighted and
taken under fire with small arms and grenades., EOD divers inspected
the hull for mines with negative results and then the NOXUBEE moved
approximately five miles offshore and anchored for the night, At
0901588 the NOXUBEE received a mine explosion on the port side fore-
ward causing a three to five degree list to port, Imspection of the
damaged area showed magazine A-306-M fleoded, port ballast tank
A-310-W open to sea and flooded, a three to five foot hole below the
waterline between frames 31 and 32, and a 15-inch hole in deck cargo
hold A-204-A, and split seams along the deck in cargo hold. Flooding
was under contrel at 0303H., Cargo was offloaded to raise the hole
above the waterline and the NOXUBEE proceeded to Danang where the
USS G:APPLE (ARS 7) assisted in applying a 6X8 foot, 3/8 inch steel
plate over the hole., Temporary repairs were completed on 13 Septem-

ber and the USS NOXUBEE was able to perform her assignments.

51
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On 15 September the PT CLEAR (USCG WFB) was decommissioned

from the U.S. Coast Guard and turned over to the Vietnamese Navy.
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OPERATIONS IN THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE
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OPERATIONS IN THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE
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Market Time Units

Patrol aircraft detachments from four Navy patrol squadrons manned
the Market Time Air Barrier during September. Patrol Squadron SIX (VP-6)
operated out of U-Tapao, Thailand. Detachments from VP-17, VP-9, and VP-46
operated from Cam Ranh Bay.

The inshore patrol which consists of 54 stations now has 20 stations
manned by the Vietnamese Navy. Two Market Time areas are now patrolled by
coastal groups. Coastal Group 21 commenced patrolling area 3 Echo on
L July 1969 and Coastal Group 26 and 27 have split area 4 Golf and commenced

patrolling on 8 September.

DECLASSIFIED
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Mct Time Assets DECLASSIFIED

The following is a list of Market Time assets:

L U.S, Coastal Surveillance Centers
1 VNN Coastal Surveillance Center
1 Command Operations Center CRB
4 Harbor Defense Units

82 PCF's

23 WPB's

5 Coastal Divisions

3 PG's

2 1S3Cts

1 IST

3 WHECts

2 MSOts

1 MSC

2 P(Hts

1 Radar Site (Con Son Island)
12 Ammi Pontoons (MATSB)

1 Helo Refueler

L, ATCts

1 Zippo

1 Zippo Recharger

1 LCPL (armored)

18 LCPL, MK II

1 Pier Complex (CG-14 - Cua Dai)

57

1 Royal Thai Navy PG (WT12)
I HECP's

8 L5 foot Picket Boats

25 18 foot Skimmers

2 MSBts

2 ASPR!s
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DECLASSlFlED | 7th Fleet Ships

The following SEVENTH Fleet Ships operated in Market Time during the month

of September:

USS GALLANT (MSO L89) 1 - 31

USCGC TANEY (WHEC 37) 1 -3, 27 =31
USCGC SPENCER (WHEC 36) 5 -26

USS WIDGEON (MSC 208) 1 - 12

USS WOCDPECKER (MSC 209) 13 = 19

USS PHOEBE (MSC 199) 20 - 30

USS LOYALTY (MSO L57) 1 -4

USS FIRM (MSO LlLL) 5 - 30

USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69) 1= 17, 27 « 30
USCGC KLAMATH (WHEC 66) 18 - 30
USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC L2) 1 -26

USS WHINDHAM CITY (LST 1170) T - 30

USS GALLUP (PC 85) i« 10
USS ASHEVILLE (PG 8L) 11 - 13
USS CROCKET (PG 88) 1 - 30
DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIZD

PCFtS ASSIGNED TO COASTAL DIVISIONS: Hald
ELEVEN TWELVE THIRTEEN FOURTEEN FIFTEEN
AN THOI DANANG CAT LO CAM RANH BAY QUI NHON

3 13 17 L2 11

5 15 21 Lidy 23

9 20 2L L7 49

12 39 25 L8 67

18 61 28 57 75

22 65 32 58 89

27 69 37 58 91

31 70 L6 73 100

35 5 53 as

36 78 54 90

38 80 59 97

LO g1 60

L5 99 63

50 101 6l

51 87

52 35

55 98

62 102

72 103

82

93

9L

96

(23) (14) (19) (11) (08)

#5 PCFt3 ASSIGNED TO CHU LAI DETACHMENT TOTAL ASSIGNED PCF's (75)
NON-ASSIGNED PCF's

UNN PCF TRAINING
PCF 6

LOCATION
SATGON BOAT SCHOOL

PCFt's IN OWERHAUL

PCF LOCATION COMMENCED ETC EST LENGTH
43 Tam Ranh Bay 13 AUG 89 09 OCT 69 57 days

56 Cam Ranh Bay 08 SEP 69 27 OCT 69 L9 days
79 Cam Ranh Bay 19 SEP 69 07 NOW 69 49 days

92 Cat Lo 12 AUG 69 10 OCT 69 59 days

7L Cat Lo 19 AUG 69 01 NOV 69 73 days
NOTE: PCF-10 AT CAT LO UNDERGOING DAMAGE EVALUATION

59

TOTAL NON-ASSIGNED PCF

GRAN TOTAL

rz:r\; B ﬂnqr
thaﬂ*

(07)
(82)
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DECLASSIFIED
AveraFgeE?nmber U.S. ships/craft on patrol during month,
MO M5C WFPB PCT IsT PG WHEC
AVG 2 i i3 42 2 L2 .
Average number VNN ships/junks employed during month.
SEA FORCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FORCE
TOTAL 38 252 187

U.S, Activity:

TOTAL DETSCTED WOOD - DAY 29155 NIGHT 30100
59,815

STEEL- DAY 33  NIGHT 324

TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD - DAY 11488  NIGHT 15761
27,715

STEEL- DAY 248  NIGHT 218

TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - DAY 10293  NIGHT 4107
14,424

STEEL- DAY 20 NIGHT 4

VNN Activity:

JUNKS SEARCHED TI273 JUNKES DETAINED 134

PERSONS SEARCHED 257517 PERSONS DETAINED 509
U.S, Activity:

JUNKS DETAINED 236

PERSONS DETAINED 865
Stable Door Statistics:

NUMBER OF JUNKS DETECTED 59,257

NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS 54467

NUMBER OF BOARDINGS 49269

ECLASSIFIED

60




IRERILCTY 00 N R ¥

Operation Sea Fb&mmgﬁ LASSlFiED

During September, Sea Float/Tran Hung Dao III enjoyed the same

success as during July and August, There were over 50 Sea Float and
SEAL missions conducted during September utilizing from two to six
"Swift" boats and supported by a PG, three RAG ACT's, a zippo, SEAL,
ED and UDT Teams, Seawolves, Slicks, and OV-10 aireraft, In addi-
tion, Vietnamese Navy ISM's, ICPL*s, LSIL's, Coastal Group 41 Yabuta
Junks and FRU's, RF troops, VNN Special Forces, and Kiet Carson

Scouts participated actively in these missions, The Sea Float
missions were designed to meximize damage to known or suspected
extortion stations, VC base areas, and secret sones. The forces
conducted day and night psyops patrols along the rivers and canals

of the Sea Float operating area. Airborne units continued psyops
missions in the ares inaccessable to the craft, The "Swift" boats
inserted SEAL's, E(D , UDT, PRU's, RF and VNN special forces, provided
gunfire support, waterborne gmrdposts, blocking forces and escort
service for logistic craft along the Bo De and Cua Lon Rivers and
adjacent canals, The eight te twelwe PCF's also participeted in SFA
LORDS missions in areas adjacemt to the Sea Float A0, All afloat units
and the Mobile Adwvance Tactical Support Base conducted nightly H and I
fire during the month of September into known VC base camps and

extortion areas.

Evidense of the success of the operation is a sign located in
0ld Eem Can which reads, "Sampen Moter Repair Shop Open For Business."
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———DECLASSJr==
2 oty
The \See Float Annex was manned by Vietaamese forces during the
entire month of September and consisted of a warious mix of the
following ships and support forces:s LSIL, LSM(H), POLWAR Team, VNN
Reaction forces, Coastal Group 41 Yabuta Junks and Kit Carson Scouts.

The following floating assets are assigned to Sea Float: &-12
PCF's, 1 PG, 1 LSIL, 1 LSM(H), 1 LCPL (Armored), 2 LSSC's, 5 Yabuta

Junks, 3 ASFB's, 3 ATC's, and 1 Zippo,

On 3 September, the Chairmen of the Joint General Staff, General
Cao Van Vien; Commander U.S, Naval Forces, Vietnam, VADM E. R.
duwelt, Jr., USN; CG, DMAC, MGEN Roderick Wetherill, USA, and the
Vietnamese Chief of Nawval Operations, Commodore Tran Van Chon visited
Sea Float and received a briefing and tour and observed a fire power

demonstration.,

On 4 September, 228 MSF troops were transported by CE-47 from
Sea Float to Ca Meu for further transfer to Nha Trang.

On 4 September, the USS GUNSTON HALL (ISD 5) with tug MICHAEL
arrived at See Float with a new helo and helo refusler ammis., The
tug and tow were escorted by "Swift" boats to the MATSB without

incident.

On 6 September, a 100-man VNN Special Forees arrived at See Float
via LSM HQLO3 for duty and established a samp on the north shore of the
Cua lon River in the vicinity of 0l1d Nem Can,

DECLASSIFIED
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The District Chief and the District Senior Advisor of Nem Can,
visited the Ses Float Annex and were briefed and received a tour.
They were favaorably impressed with the progress in the vicinity of

the Sea Flozt Annex.

On 11 September, PCF's 17, 25, and 13 departed Cat lo for Sea
Float to augment existing forces and to provide a patrol capebility on

the Song Ong Doc.

Captain J. R, Faulk, USN, CTF 116 and Father Hoa of Ha Tien District

visited See Float on 16 September and mceived briefings and tours.

On 16 September, CDR T. R, Emery, USN, Commander Task Group 115.7
was incapacitated due to a leg injury and was relieved by ICDR C. L.
Miller, USN, Commander Task Unit 115,7.7. On 17 September CDR J. C.
Patrick, USN, Chief Staff Officer of CTF 115 arrived at Sea Float and
assumed the duties of Commander Task Group 115.7, Sea Float.

An NBC News Team arrived at Sea Float 17 September and received
briefings and a tour of the Sea Float Annex and departed on the 16th
via Slick helo for Can Tho.

The Provincial Senior Advisor of An Iuyem Province and the
Agricultural Advisor visited Sea Float on 21 September and discussed
themovement of RF troope %o Sea Float and the development of agriculture
at the Sea Float Annex.

Begional Force troops arrived at Sea Float on 22 September and
established a base camp and perimeter on the north shore of the Song

DECLASSIFIED
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Cua Ion; PRU's.arriwd the sams day via Slick helos and commenced

3t

operations on 23 September,

On 2/ September, the USS WHETSTONE (LSO 8) discharged 2 ATC's
for Sea Float, 2 ATC's for further transfer to Breezy Cove, one sippo
and one zippo recharger for Sea Float.

CDR Minh, the VNN staff POLWAR Officer, visited Sea Float on
27 September for a briefing and a tour.

The FRU's which have been operating with Sea Float since early
August were released and retwrned to Ca Mau on 28 September. The
Deputy, Cords IV Corps, PSA An Iuyen and Ambassador Colby's deputy
for pacification visited Sea Float for briefings and a tour on the 28th.

Mr, Tom Buckley, a correspondent, arrived at Sea Float on
29 September via Slick helo for a briefing and a tour of the Sea Float
Annex and departed that aftermoon for Ca Mau,

Gommander Task Forece 76 and party visited See Float for briefings
and tours on 30 September,

At 1915 on 3 September SEAL Team Det GOLF with two Kit Carson
Scouts (ECS) departed Sea Float aboard an LCVC to interdict water
traffic in an attempt to gain intelligence on a possible VC munition
factory as reported by a POW, The Rach Cai Chom Canal was entered and
the SEAL's were inserted about 11 miles southeast of Sea Float (WQ 134
664). They patrolled 200 meters to the morth whers am interdietion post
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was established., At 2125H an unlighted sempen with four occupants
was hailed by the KCS, searched and all persons were detained. Ten
minutes later two unlighted sampans with five occupants were hailed,
but the occupants immediately went over the side and were taken under
fire, At 2210H the ICPL extracted the detainees and conducted a
false extraction of the SEAL Team., At Ol15H personnel movement was
observed on the opposite bank; however, there was no further contact
with the enemy and the SEAL's sd KCS were extracted at 060CH and
returned to Sea Float. There were no friendly casualties while four
VC were killed and four detainees were returned to Sea Float, Two
of the detainees indicated a willingness to take the SEAL!s into

thelr hamlet where 20 VWU are reported,

A SEAL mission was conducted on 5 September with the objective
of liberating the family of a H oi Chanh who had rallied to Sea Float
forces the previous day. The Boli Chanh had indicated he had been the
security chief of a smell hamlet five and one half kilometer south~
southeast of Sea Float (WQ 003 561) and that the hamlet contained
33 families, The SEAL team and five Kit Carson Scouts were inserted
by Slick helos with Seawolves providing cover. Patrolling toward the
objective a small hamlet containing 9 hootches was discovered, Five
males were observed rumning away but they could not be taken under
fire due to the close proximity of women and children, The patrol
continued via sampan to the edge of the hamlet, As the hamlet was
entered, four males were taken under fire resulting in one person
killed who was later identified as a VC hamlet guerrills., The wife

65 SEMRIDEITIAL,
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and five children of the Hoi Chanh departed with the patrol to the
extraction point via sampans. At the extraction site, the KCS
discovered and rendered safe six CHICOM trip-wire booby traps, The
SEAL's, KCS, and Hoi Chanh with family were extracted by Slicks and
retwrned to Sea Float with Seawolves providing cover., There were
no friendly casualties, Seven kilos of documents and 11 VC flags
were captured while 400 kilos of salt were destroyed. The Hoi
Chanh's information proved very reliable and extremely helpful ia

pointing out booby traps,

On the morning of 12 September, two Seswolves with SEAL's embarked
departed Sea Float to make a false SEAL insertion vicinity WQ 00 55
about two miles south of the MATSB where the SEAL's had mede contact
vith the ensemy the previous day. Upon approaching the landing zone, light
machine gun fire was received and quickly suppressed with rockets and
machine gun fire by the Seawolves, About an hour later while the
NILO was making a visual reconnaissance of the ares the helos reeeived
2 heavy volmee of A/W fire which vas suppressed by Seawolf strikes.

At 1043H, the mission was aborted when ope Seawolf dmloiaod a
hydraulic failure and proceeded to Hai Yen for repeirs. OV-10 (Black
Pony) aircraft were requested to hit the enemy positions and placed
rocket and machine gun strikes en a VC base camp until all ordnmance

vas expended. The morzing air strikes resulted in three structures
and three bunkers destroyed and fowr structures and two bunkers dameged
along with three machine guns and positiens destroyed. There wers no
friendly casualties while seven V& were probably killed,
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On the night of 16 September, a SEAL team eExEéc.:l';cAeiSliFnlEsix
sampans with Kit Carson Scouts disguised as VC transited canals %o
a known VO hamlet (NQ 128 852) 15 miles northeast of Sea Float,
Upon approaching the hamlet, five VO were observed fleeing from
a hootch and were taken under fire, At the same time, sniper fire
was received from the opposite bank and was quickly suppressed., The
troops then returned to Sea Float having killed one VC and captured
two otners. Interrogation of the two prisoners indicated they wers
attending a hamlet military meeting and that the VC killed was a

hamlet security leader, There were no friendly casualties.

Six PCF's were underway at 0700 on 19 September as part of a
combined operation utilizing USN, VNN, RF, ARVN, and VNAF personnel
to conduct a search and clear mission in an area between the Song
Ong Doc and U=-Minh forest and to resupply the city of Song Ong Doc
by river convoy. Sixty RF troops were inserted on the morth bank °
and secured a landing zone in about fifteen minutes for a fire base
at 0ld Song Ong Doc (VR 975 025), As seon as the area was secured
CH-47's brought in a pair of 105mm howitzers, a crew and ammunition.
At 0925, RAG 25 with RF troops embarked arrived from Ca Mau escorting
the RF boat company (9LCVP's) with supplies for Song Ong Doc. The
ARVN troops were inserted by Slicks at VR 935 078/VR 919 669/VR
904 066 and following several air strikes commenced a search and
clear sweep toward the Song Ong Doec. The "Swift" boats with troops
embarked provided a blecking force along the river moving several
times during the day to provide maximum blocking coverage. During
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the afternoon the ARVN made light contact with the enemy resulting in
five VC killed. At 1650 the "Swift" boats exited the river without
incident. All the troops were extracted by Slicks and the fire base
by CH-47 at 1700 while RAG 25 continued to Ca Mau escorting the LCVP!s.
One large bunker complex was destroyed and several small arms and
ammmition were captured, There were no friendly casualties while six

VC were killed and one VC captured.

Early on the morning of 20 September SzAL Team Det GOLF with
Eit Carson Scouts established an interdiction post along the Rach Cat
Ngay at the mouth of the Ong Don Canal (WQ 178 777) about eight miles
northeast of Sea Float., Iwo large motorized sampans approached their
position and when hailed started to evade and were then taken under
fire, The sampans were pushed ashore and one female and two children
were detained. A search of the sampans revealed a large amount of rice,
VN liquor and fuel., The SEAL's were extracted by LSSC at 0745 and
returned to Sea Float., There were no friendly casualties while five
VC were killed and one female and two children were detained, Two
large sampans, four motors, 2,000 pounds of rice were destroyed along
with the VN liquor and fuel., The femsle detainee when interrogated
stated that she had been captured by the VC that the man behind her in

the sampan was carrying a pistol,

Reacting to intelligzense that a hamlet located 15 kilometers
northeast of 014 Nam Can WQ 097 775 was occupied by 10 VC and that a
57um end 75mm recoilless rifles were kept there, SEAL's, 8 FRU's and
an EOD team departed Sea Float via slick on the aftermoon of 22 Septem-

ber for the objective. The troops were inserted and swept west along
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the Ong Don Canal and captured two males in a BaanEan. Sniper fire
was received and suppressed from the treeline east of tne ha.ml:st and
then Seawolves in the area placed air strikes on the enemy position.
After a search of the hamlet with negative results the SEAL's called
for a false exiraction and set up an interdiction post. Three males
returning to the hamlet from rice paddies were teken under fire when they
attempted to evade. A Seawolf sighted five males in a sampan heading
south in the Cai Keo Canal and when they fired at the helo the fire
was returned killing all five VC and destroying the sampan. The SEAL's
were then extracted by Slick at 1445, At the same time Seawolf sighted
another sampan and returned the enemy fire killing two VC, An air
strike was then put on the hamlet. The operation resulted in nine VC
killed and three males and one female detained. There were four

structures and two sampans destroyed. There were no friendly casualties.

Beacting to an intelligence report, a patrol consisting of
8 SEAL's, 4 EOD, 10 PRU's, 7 KCS and one civilian guide departed Sea
Float the morning of 24 September to destroy a VO hospital about
7 kilometers east-southeast of Sea Float (WQ 146 662)., The patrol was
inserted in two elements and located the hospital complex adjacent to
a small canal; however, it had been abandoned for 3 or 4 days. A
small amount of medicine was discovered and destroyed along with the
hospital, The element sweeping south located a hootch complex and
three sampans, one loaded with wood and the other two with food supplies.
The two elements continued their patrol until they joimed and then swept
300 meters to the south in an attempt to liberate the guide's family;
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howevIeErD, they weren't at home, The patrols were then extracted and
returned to Sea Float., One KCS was slightly wounded when he stepped
in a punji pit. The patrol destroyed 11 structures, six sampans,
800 pounds of rice, 600 pounds of sweet potatoes, 200 pounds of sugar,
40 cartons of cigarettes, 8 cases of ligquor and a small quantity of
medicine. There were three males detained and initial interrogation

revealed they had been captured by two VC the previous day.

On 26 September eight SEAL's, 10 PRU's, seven KCS's and 4 EOD
were inserted at Kiem Lam (WQ 016 584) by Slick helos with Seswolves
providing cover. The first element patrolled south while the second
element patrolled north and set up an interdiction post. Shortly,
six armed males in a sampan were observed proceeding up the canal.
When the KOS hailed the sampan the occupants immedistely went over the
side and were taken under fire, Four VC were killed and two wounded
which manged to evade. The first element came upon a hamlet containing
seven hootches and after searching and removing documents hidden under
floorboards the hamlet was taken under fire by CV-10's. The patrols
continued until the afternoon without further contact whem all wunits
were extrscled by Slick and returned to Sea Float, There were no
friendly casualties while four VU were killed and %o wounded, There
were 11 structures, five bunkers, six sampans, one generator and one
VC base camp with all contents destroyed.

Early on the morning of 29 September PCF's 93 and 5 while in a
weterborne guardpost about three miles from the mouth of the Bo De

River (WQ 219 686) observed a 65-foot ocean-going junk (MT594 NTDC )
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proceeding slowly up the Bo De River from sea. DlElgLagfsilflEDboata got
underway, illuminated the junk and proceeded alongside. Six males on
the bow of the junk threw a small box over the side and were frantically
trying to cut free a fishing net hanging over the side. The PCF orew-
man boarded the junk and seized all males before they could cut the
net. The extrems weight of the net precluded bringing it on deck and
also precluded towing the junk due to its drag, The net was then cut
and sank with its contents., The junk was then towed to Sea Float and
while enroute one detainee offered a PCF VNN trainee 3,000 piasters to
release them. The six detainnes were turned over to Sea Float for

interrogation.

About midnight on 30 September PCF's 62 and 72 while enroute to
set up a waterborne guardpost observed three sampans procedding east
and north on the Song Cua Lon about seven miles southwest of Sea Float
(VQ 879 605). As the "Swift" boats closed the sampans two headed
toward the north bank and one to the south bank, People were observed
Jumping from the sampans and they were taken under fire, When no
return fire was received the "Swift" boats proceeded to search the
sampans and area., The sampans were 25 to 30-foot in length with two
long shaft motors each and each contained an estimated one ton of
oysters and 500 pounds of rice. While rigging the sampans for tow,
two badly shot up Ssampans began to sink and two detainees and a s much
gear as possible were taken off as the sampans sank rapidly., The
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remaining sampan with conbents was returnsd to Sea Float. The tuo
detainees with their belongings were turned over to the NILO Nam
Cam for interrogation. There were no friendly casualties and two VC
were killed,

DECLASSIFIED




GoNFIDENTIAE

Operation Stable Door DECLASS'HED

Durinrg September, all Stable Door harbor defense units maintained active
patrols in their areas of responsibility with no mining incidents or swimmer/
sapper activity reported. Patrol units continued to support ground operations
with blocking forces and landing reconnaissance patrols, OSurveillance results
led to the detection of 59,257 craft. Of these, 5,467 were inspected and an-
other 4,269 were boarded. Description of the four harbor defense units
follow:

Unit One - Vung Tau

During Sertember a total of five persons were detained for curfew
violation, being in a restricted zone, or invalid identification cards.

On 7 September, Harbor EZntrance Control Post (HECP) received a call from
the MSTS BATTLE GEAR which reported that an airborne object had landed in
the water. The object floated with a four finned tail section protruding out
of the water. Picket 29 and LCPL 33 were dispatched to investigate, and the
EOD Team determined that the object was a large jettisonable aircraft fuel
tank and sank it.

While conducting routine concussion grenade drops on 14 September, one
% pound TNT block exploded immediately after being armed aboard Picket 27.
The boat captain and two crew members received minor shrapnel wounds. The
craft received one six-inch hole in the engine hatch cover. Picket 27 pro-
ceeded to the MSTS pier and transferred the wounded persons to the 36th
MEDEVAC Hospital. The men were treated and released. Subsequent investigation

determined the cause of the accident to be personnel error.

DECLASSIFIED
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"i0n 15 Septenber, a call was received from the USNS MUSKINGUM regarding
-a seaman who hsd passed out and experiened muscle spasms and partial paralysis.
LCPL 33 with an Army Corpsman from the 36th MEDEVAC Hospital transported

the seaman to the Delong Pier for transfer to the hospital.

Unit Twec - Cam Hanh Bay

During the month, 23 persons were detained by Unit Two personnel for
being in a restricted zone and invalid/altered identification cards.

On 19 September, the Harbor Entrance Control Post received a report
from the harbor master that the LAHAINA VICTORY transiting out of the harbor
observed an explosion approximately 500 meters off her starboard quarter
causing a 65 foot water geyser. The ship was held in the outer harbor until
Stable Door EOD personnel could investigate. The investigation revealed no
marks, dents, scratches or marks of any kind usually found after an under-
water explosion was discovered. All artillery mortar units in the area
were querried and claimed nc lost rounds, and there was no known lost ord-
nance by units operating from the Cam Ranh Airbase.

LCPL 43 sighted a junk moving east from the inner harbor to the outer
harbor on 26 September. The & h ROK Company was notified and when advised
of no friendlies in the area, the RK company fired for over an hour into
the area of lights on the Cam Tho FPeninsula with unknown results.

On 27 September while going alongside a junk, Skimmer 30 observed an
object being thrown over the side. The personnel and junk were detained
and taken to Picket 51 for gquestioning. The detainee had been stopped
four times sinee 4 July for curfew violations, restricted zone violation,

and running without lights.

SIFIED
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Unit Three - qui Nhon DECLASS’F’ED

A total of 9, persons were detained by Unit Three during September for
presence in a restricted zone, curfew violations, and invalid/altered identi-
fication cards.

While on patrol in the outer harbor on 1 September, LCPL 41 noticed a
Vietnamese cargo vessel, TROUNG KY, had entered the outer harbor and anchored
Just west of the channel entrance instead of anchoring in an assigned area.
LCPL 41 instructed the ship to move from the high risk area to a more secure
area; however, the ship's master refused to move and refused protection.

The ship was bound from Saigon to Qui Nhon with a cargo of cement.

On 4 September while on patrol in the area bounding the inner harbor of
Qui Nhon, Sea Cobras discovered five kilos of documents, one large bag of med-
ical supplies, one rucksack with personal gear, photos and diary, and 2,000
rounds of mixed small arms ammunition. All material was turned over to the
Intelligence Officer at Binh Dinh. On 5 September, Sea Cobras destroyed
three large well built bunkers and one unexploded 155mm round.

On 15 September, fifty pounds of new and used clothing was distributed
to Saint Paul's Charity Orphanage of Qui Nhon. The clothing was donated to
a member of Unit Three by the Saint Augustine!s Alter Society of Oak Harbor,

Washington.

Unit _Four - Nha Trang

Unit Four detained 94 persons during September for invalid/altered
identification cards, curfew violation, and for being in a restricted zone.
On & September, LCPL L4 boarded and searched a fishing craft detaining

1, persons. Ten females had been aboard the Panamanian sﬁiip POLARIS and had
[

CLASSIFIED
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in thelr pc;s;s;s.éion a paper with names and amounts of money. Detainees
were held for being in a restricted zcone and suspected black market
activity and were turned over to the Vietnamese National Pclice for dispositicn.
On 26 September while on routine patrol, LCPL 44 spotted a junk along-
side the Panamanian ship POLARIS. Investigation revealed no personnel aboard
the POLARIS from the junk or no personnel on the junk. The junk was taken
in tow, and an investigation revealed no papers, explosives, or propulsion
of any type. Due to adverse weather, the junk broke locse, was causing a
hazard to navigation, and was sunk.
LCPL 58, while on a routine patrol, boarded and searched & fishing craft
on 29 September. One hundred pounds of unmanifested rice was discovered.
Two detainees were held as suspected black marketers and turned over to the

Vietnamese National Police for disposition.

DECLASSIFIED
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September 1969

The Hiver Patrol Force continued to assert pressure on enemy
forces during the month of 3eptember, while vigorously pursuing an
effective ACTOV (accelerated Turnover Program) to train and prepare
their Vietnamese Navy counterparts to assume increased responsibility
in operational matters. Missions including resources and population
control, nighttime waterborne patrols, daily chain drag sweeps of the
Long Tau shipping channel, canal incursions for waterborne traffic
inspection, transportation of troops and support of operations
involving Vietnamese Hegional and Popular forces, SHZAL and PRH teams,
and small units of U.S. Army forces engaged in efforts to prevent
attacks on merchant shipping. In addition, many hours were spent in
distribution of P3YOPS materials, intelligence gathering, general area
familiarization, MEDCAP5, and various stages of VNN training, with
highly satisfactory results,

As has been the case since Uperation Sealords began, & majority
of Hiver Patrol Force assets were engaged in the various campaigns
such as Giant Slingshot (by far the greatest concentration of RP
assets), Barrier Reef, Tran Hung Dao, Search Turn (Rach Gia), and
the Mang Thit/Cho Gao Canal Operation., On 25 September, Operation
Breezy Cove was activated under the designation of TG 194.2. This
is a joint USN/VNN operation on the Song Ong Doc to support IV Corps
waterways security and pacification and to enhance the govermment
presence in the area,

Patrols conducted in the execution of Game Warden resources

DECLASSIFIED
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DECLASSIFIED.

Two five inch rockets are fired from the "Rocket Boat! into a known Viet

Cong staging area in the Mekong Delta. This unusual craft represents
another one of the varied methods used to interdict VC infiltration into

the ares.

DECLASSIFIED
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and nopulation control d=creased considerably during the month of
September as the tempo increased in other operational areas. Unly
4,889 two-hoat P3R patrols were conducted while 109,364 inspections
and 29,036 boardings were recorded for the month, An average of
206 PBR's were assigned to tne various operations during the month,
Of these 151 were actively engsged in Sia LukDS campaigns, 20 with
Clearwater, and the remainder in Game Jarden operations. st the
close of the month, the afloat bases supporting the boats were lo-
cated as follows: USS GARRETT CUUNTY (LST-786) near Song Ong Doc
(VR-750010); USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST-821) serving the Rach Gia and
Search Turn areas (V5-775091); USS HUNTERDON CUUNTY (LST 838) on
the Vinh Thuy canal (VS-368408); TYBM 16 Southeast of Chau Doc
on the Bassac River (WS-1428L5); YRBM 21 serving the upper Mekong
(WS-392895); USS KRISHNA (ARL-38) near Long Xuyen on the Bassac
(XS-415420); Mobile Base II on the Vam Co Tay at Tan An; and USS
BENEAAH (APB 35) near the mouth of the Vam Co River (XS-820570)
Airborne assets of Task Force 116 totalled 29 UH-1B heli-
copters and thirteen (13) OV-10 Broncos which were deployed as
follows: HA(L)-3, Det 1 (2 helos) aboard the WINDOM COUNTY; Det 2
(4 helos) at Nha Be; Det 3 (2 helos) aboard the HUNTERDUN COUNTY;
Det 4 (2 helos) at Ben Luc; Det 5 (2 helos) aboard YRBM 16; Det 6
(2 helos) aboard the GARRETT COUNTY; Det 7 (2 helos) at Tay Ninh;
Det 8 (2 helos) aboard the HARNETT COUNTY; Det 9 (2 helos) aboard
the YRBM-21; and a maintainance pool of 9 helos at Ben Thuy. VAL 4,

Det 4 ( 5 OV-10A's) was operating out of the VNAF base at Ben Thuy,

Det B (5 0/-104's) was at Vung Tau; and a maintainance ool OfEﬁ
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Black Ponies were at, ©Zinh Thuy.

4lthough none of the thirteen aircraft assigned to Val~4 units
were actually assigned under the operational control of Ska LunDS
units, they responded to numerous calls for overhead cover and emer-
gency support of dailky operations throughout the entire 3rd and 4th
CTZ. TF 116 aircraft accumulated over 1840 flight hours which rep-
resented 845 combat missions as well as daily surveillance patrols.
A breakdown of the combat missions follows:

(Geme Warden/ Sea Lords Operations)

Pre-planned feaction Targets of Support
Strikes Strikes Opportunity Missions
UH-1Bs 139 91 171 197
OV-10As 13 31 130 73

On 6 September 1969, Commander M.S. SCHUMAN, USN relieved Com-
mander G.L. WINANS, USN as Commanding Officer of VAL-4 at Binh Thuy.

4Also on 6 September, LT T.W. FRENZINGER, USN relieved LT C.P.
METZLER, USN as Commander, River Division 553; LT T.J. LOPEZ, USN
relieved LT F.J. SMITH, III, USN as Commander, River Division 153;
and LCDR W.B. LESTER,Jr., USN relieved LCDR D.W. STREY, USN as
Officer in Charge, HA(L)-3, Detachment 8.

On 29 September, LT R.J. CARLSON,USN relived LT N.T. CaMP, USN
as Commander, River Division 511.

On 30 September, ILCDR J.T. HOCK, USN, relieved LCDR k.d. DENNIS,
USN, as Commander, River Squadron 51; LCDR J.A. BUTTZRFIELD, USN,
relieved LCDR D.J. FLOKKU, USN as 0-in-C, VAI~4, Det B at Vung Tau;

and LCDR R.H. BALLARD, USN relieved LCDR A.D. SCHAUzR, USN as O-in-C

DECLASSIFIED
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VAL-4, Det & at Binh Thuy.

AT1 HRobert J. AWNCLD, USN, and ATN3 Stephen i. JUHNSUN, USN of
HA(L)=3 Detachment 8 on board USS HARNETT COUNTY, were drowned when
the helicopter on which they were crewmen flew into the water on a
night takeoff on 15 September 1969.

Un 20 September, ENC George W. SIMi{ER, Jr., USK, and ENFN
#illiam V. FLINN, USN, of River Division 543 drowned when they were
thrown into the water of Cua Viet harbor when the Boston +thaler in

which they were riding went out of control.

GAME WARDEN OPBRATIONS

The important objectives of the river patrol forces are to con-
duct river patrols, enforce curfews, inshore surveillance, visit and
search to prevent enemy infiltration, movement and resupply efforts
within the Game Jarden tactical area of responsibility., These ob-

Jjectives have been ridgidly pursued without adverse affects to the

transition and Vietnamization programs. A significant decrease in the

number of merchant ship attacks has been noted since intensified
Joint force operations were instituted. The level of joint USN/VNN/
ARVN/RF/PF small units operations in the RSSZ have been steadily in-
creased and the results are gratifying, Seawolf and Black Pony re-
sponse to emergency support throughout the 3rd and Lth Coastal Bones
has permitted PBR units to quickly reduce sizable odds when un-
expectedly ambushed on patrol by VC parties employing automatic and
recoilless weapons. The strategic location of units of heliconters
and OV-10s permit reaction within five minutes and these aircraft

have established an enviable record of enemy killed, structures
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destroyed;‘aﬁd enemy watercraft in close combat support of FP3h's

and friendly troops. The foliowing incident reports illustrate

the combat operation and the highly effective teawork employed

by the eleuents of Task Torce 116,

Shortly after noon on the first day of September, Black Pnnies
106 and 113 were engaged in oatrolling a sector about five miles
riortheast of Phong Hiep (WR-97788L) where, less than an hour before,
approximately 80 VC were sighted, Several VC were spotted attempting
to teke cover in the treeline but the Broncos attacked and killed
fifteen of the enemy. Although light smgll arms fire was returned
from the ground, no injuries or damage was sustained by the air-
craft. In addition to the kills one airstrike accounted for one
structure destroyed and & second badly damaged.

In the afternoon of 3 September, a pair of Seawolves were
cleared to strike a group of VC observed in the process of crossing
a cansl about ten miles southeast of Can Tho (WR-895996). automatic
weapons fire was received and suppressed as the gunships attacked,
destroting five sampans and killing ten VC,

Un the Saigon River about 20 miles northwest of Phu Cuong in
Rinh Muong Province (XT-553352), PBR's 752 and 843 were in water-
borne guardpost position the night of 5 September, when 20-30
swimners were spotted attempting a crossing within 100 meters of
the boats. 4fter closing the distance, the PBR's engaged the enemy.
The action resulted in 5 VC KIA (body count), 3 VC KIA (probable),
and 2 CHICOM grenades, 750 1lbs of rice, one US .45 caliber pistol,

1 1b. of documents, medical supplies, 2 M-26 grenades, 2 flash-

lights, web gear, and various personal gear captured. after setting
GGLCI"EEMJIIAL 82
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waterborne guardpost again, shortly after midnight and just below
the previous location (XT-545352) , seven more enemy Swimmers were
discovered and killed before they could escape.

Two Broncos were scrambled on 9 September to place a strike
in support of ground troops in the vicinity of Sa Dec (WS—-894L400).
A ground sweep following the air strike disclosed a 20 bed hospital,
three bunkers, and a large conference room destroyed and 6 VC killed.

Again on 9 September, a pair of Black Pony (0V-10) were cleared
to strike in support of troops ambushed in the area about 18 miles
southwest of Chau Doc (VS5-903584). Light automatic fire was received
and suppressed by the aircraft who were later credited with 10 VC
killed,

At 1150 on 9 September , two PBR's patrolling the Long Tau
River just southeast of Nha Be (XS-980780), stopped and searched
a Vietnamese junk and discoverined the following: 30 hypo syringes,
45 hypo needles, 15 hospital coats, 15 sterile q:osgings’ 1 Bag of
sterile cotten, two green fatigue uniforms, one package of peni-
cillin tablets, 1 battery charger, one complete inventory listing
of PX items available at Tuy Hoa AFB, 2 X-ray films, and 1 bag
of unknown type powder., The junk and six Vietnamese males were
detained and turned over to VN authorities,

During early evening hours on 15 September, a group of eight
PBR's were transiting the Thi Tinh River about five miles north of
Phu Cuong (XT-758242), enroute to extract a company of 82nd air-

borne troops when an enemy sampan was sighted evading into a small

i}

B

side canal. The two lead PBR's pursued a short distance only to DE{:LQSS!F! N

-

discover that the sampan had been vacated. The PBR's immediately
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came dﬁder‘heavy automatic weapon fire from the shoreline and sus-
tained numerous bullet holes aud shrapnel damage before they were
able to withdraw, The I'BR's returned fire, reconned the shoreline
and continued on their mission, successfully extracting the troops.
1 USK &nd 1 VNN were seriously wounded two USH and one VN slightly
wounded during the firefight. One VC was killed as he attempted
to =scape.

About mid-day on 16 September, following a ground sweep, a
team of 37ALS/PRU's revealed 18 bunkers, 12 structures destroyed,
one SKf{-type CELCOI carbine, 12 CHICOM grenades, 1 US.L5 cal.pistol
two typewriters, 26 3-50 explosives charges, 1 saupan, 1 medical
kit, 2 electrical firing assemblies, 100 feet of firing wire, two
kilos of documents and five kilos of clothing captured. Following
the ground sweep, additional Navy IHFT relieved their fellow airmen
on station and sighted a group of enemy evading. They were taken under
fire,one wounded, two killed by aircraft fire, and three VC were listed
as probable kills. Regional Forces inserted by PBR's then commenced
a broad sweep to the northeast as Navy Seawolves continued +o pro-
vide overhead cover. Lfter obtaining negative results on the sweep,
the SIAL/PRU teams were extracted by whaler and the RF by FBR's
as additional strikes were laid in by Navy Black Ponies. Two bunkers
were damaged and 3 bunkers plus 7 miscellaneousstructures were des—
troyed with no friendly casualties.

again on 16 Leptember, a pair of Seawolves were cleared to strike
an estimated company of VC spotted along a canal just north of the
entrance to the Bassac River (£it-375650). One strike was placed along

the canal during which 6 sampans were badly damaged. Two more strikes
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placed in the surrounding area accounted for the destruction of 48
struétures, and 14 VC killed (4 body count).

On a seramble three to aid ground troops heavily engaged in the
southwest sector of Xien Giang Province (VR-902797) late in the after-
noon of 20 September, Navy Broncos 106 and 113 met with heavy auto-
matic weapons fire from the ground. As strikes were placed on two
evading sampans, one Black Pony sustained a .30 caliber hit in the
nose section, slightly damaging his hydraulic system. The sampans were
destroyed, killing five VC, and eight structures were destroyed and
6 more damaged before the Black Ponies returned to base.

During a two boat PBR waterborne guardpost watch shortly after
midnight on 22 September, 25 VC swimmers were spotted about & miles
southeast of Dau Tieng (XT-554351) on the Saigon River. The PER's
closed and opened fire as light automatic weapon fire was returned
from the river banks. All 25 swimmers were killed and 14 bags of clot-
ing, 1 1b, of documents, 1 CHICOM grenade, 1 M-26 grenade, 1 AK-47
with magazine, assorted medical supplies, and a small quantity of
food was captured.

The following evening at almost the same location (XT-553352)
two PBR's transiting to night WBGP sighted five more VC swimmers in
the water, They were taken under fire and killed. Three other PHR's
a8 short distance behind provided assistance and reconned the river
banks recovering four packs, Within an hour the three PBi*s cleared
the area while the original PBR patrol set WBGP just east of where

the swimmers had been killed. Nine more swimmers were soon detected
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and killed. hf£e£ reconning the banks with additional fire, the
final tally showed 14 VC killed in action (body count) and &
guantity of food and weepons captured.

. thirc mejor swimmer incident occured on the evening of 22
september sbout 5 miles southeast of Us vau Tieng (XT-534L362) when
three P3i's sighted 17 VC aporoximately 35 meters from their bosts
in the water. ‘The PBi's broke guard post and took the swirmers
under fire killing all 17. They then proceeded to capture 7 packs,
1201bs of rice, sssorted clothing, and & smell quantity of medical

supplies.

GAME JaBDN SHAL JPieaTIONS

It is well recognized that the element of surprise can be used
ageinst the enemy with inordinate success. Through the use of well
trained 55.1S employed in many covert operations throughout the Game
Jarden ~J, immeasurable success has been experienced in collection
of intelligence and restriction of the establishment of permanent VC
headguarters positions. 'The flexability of SZAL team insertion op-
erations, permits quickly planned and quickly executed missions
which disrupt unknown nuwabers of enemy operations. SuslS frequently
react to intelligence data collected by other sources and conduct
routine scouting and familiarization patrols as well. The following
incidents portray the SEALS in action:

'hile enroute from Guang A{uyen to Nha Be by Whaler during the
afternoon of 8 Jepbember, 3 5uils and one LUNN were fired on by 3

VC in & sampan transiting east on Moung Iong Canal (XS G37738)

—




DECLASSIFIED

toward the Soi iao niver. The sinls returned Lheir firce but failed
to kill the VC., However, one wes captured and turned over to the RSSZ
Provincial recon Unit.

Acting on intelligence collected by PrU personnel, six havy
SEALs and 12 PRUs departed Nha Be by LSSN/+/heler on the morning
of 16 September. Trey were inserted at YS 154776 about 15 miles
east of Nha Be and patrolled stopping iust outside a VC camp. Upon
hearing a number of male and female voices, the patrol changed their
position and called in Seawolves to place strikes on the camp. The
patrol then proczeded into the camp sti .l receiving light automatic
weapons fire, They pursued the fleeing VC and returned their fire.
Upon & search of the area, 18 piunkere and 12 structures were dis-
covered. The hase camp wss beleived to be the political head-
quarters of the Viet Cong sapper organization. The team was extracted
by L53C and returned to Nha Be at 1700 that evening. Four VC were
reported killed by aircraft, and a later report by a captured VC
prisoner idicated that one female medic and another unidentified
male were wounded as the S53Zals closed irn on the camp. Une SKS
carbine , one .45 caliber (US) pistol, 12 CHIEBOM grenades, 26
B-50 explosive charges , and miscellaneous documents and equip-
ment were captured.

Un 23 September, 6 Sials, 11 PiUs and one Hoi Chanh departed
Nhe Be by Slick and inserted about 12 miles east of Nha Be Naval Base.
They patrolled to the northeast with part of the team dropping off
to occupy a Pagoda ruins. [he remainder of the element continued
on about 200 meters to the east toward suspected enemy activity.

At about 1635, a number of VC entered the pagoda and were med—DECLASS!F’ED
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1ately taken under fire by the awaiting Ckils. The VC fled to the
north into thick woods but Navy IHFTs and OV-10s were cailed in to
vlace strikes in the area, “ollowing the air strikes, a sweep was
made by the SIAL/PRUs; one prisoner w&s taken captive along with two
AK-L7 weapons, and numerous 5lood trails were found. Total enemy
casualties were 6 VC killed (1 body count), 1 VC wounded and one

captured, There were no friendly casualties.

ENZMY HARRASSHMINT /ATTACKS UN MEKCHANT SHIPPING

There was only one attack recorded for the month of September
on merchant shipping. Un 5 September the USS TaaNSCULUmwIU wWas
attacked with six B-4C rockets while transiting the Long Tau River
toward Saigon just below Nha Be (XS 987782). . Vietnamese ISSL
reconned the surrounding area with fire until a sweep could be
nmade but results proved negative, HNine of ﬁhe rockets hit the

vessal and no damage was sustained,

TaSK FORC.A CLintlaTER

Typhoon DORIS moved up the coast of South Vietnam and went inland
near the DMZ at about 1130 on 2 September 19569. Fatrols on the Per-
fume and Cua Viet Rivers were secured when weather deteriorated to
an unsafe level for patrol boats., Logistic traffic in the rivers
stopped also, MSB~1 at Tan My drazged it's mooring to within 100
feet of the RMK barge complex. One RMK barge broke loose and scrap-
ped & PBR moored to MSB-1, Four PBRs received minor hull damage
while moored but all remained operational and later resumed regular
patrols in the Hue area. Fatrol boats at Cua Viet were berthed in

newly dredged lagoon and escaped hull damage. une hull was
Dl | &6
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cracked before movin: into the lagoon snd two radomes were carried
away by hish winds., .xtensive damage was caused to other water
craft in the storm area and Naval Support sctivity Janang. Cua
Viet suf‘ered minor wind and water damaze., «l1l Hue lidver Security
Group and P3H patrols were back to normal operations within L& hours.
Jarious M:IiCAP and IGNI MuDCAP missions were accomplished
throughout the Hue and Dong Ha Kiver locales during oeptember by
PBR crews supervised by USN Corpsmen and USa Medies with nighly
favorable results. un one visit to An Gia Hamlet, 75 medical patlents
were treated, hygiene leaflets were distributed along with 75 bars of
soap, #nd two Vietnauese civilians were Medivaced to dong Ha civilian
hospital by the crew.
On the morning of 20 september, three P8i's from idver Jivision
543 were relsased froa Clearwater control at Cua Viet to participste
in a Mavigational Probe of the Cua Dai/Hoi An River complex under
the operational control of GTG 115.1. The operation is expected

to be completed about 4 October,
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USH OTATISTICAL SUMMARY

MARKET Tlun GaME JARDDN
Detections 59,911 109,364
Inspections 2713 30,991
Boardings 14,420 29,036
Craft Detained 236 113
Persons Detained 1364 125
Viet Cong Suspects 32 1
Hostile Fire Incidents L8
Znemy Casualties
a, Killed 118(79 BC 39 Prob) 77 BC 116 Prob
b. Wounded 27 L
c. Captured 18 7
USN Casualties
a., Killed 2( 1 USN 1 UsCG) O
b. .Jounded 11 6
c. Captured G 0
d. Missing 0 0
Inemy Material Losses
a. Destroyed
(1) Junks or Sampans 131 29
(2) Structures 333 131
b. Captured:
(1) Junks or Sampans * 3
(2) eapons # 127
(3) Ammunition (rounds) * 252
(4) Rice (tons) * 1.3
c, Damaged:
(1) Junks or Sampans 8 9
(2) Structures 212 76
USN Material Losses:
a, Destroyed:
(1) Surface Craft 0 0
(2) Helicopters 0 0
b. Damaged:
(1) Surface Craft 6 *
(2, Helicopters 1 *
SAR Missions 2 *
Hemarks:
# Information not available or not applicable
GROUP 4 Enclosure
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years GONFIDENTEAL
20 4 4
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Vietnanese Navy

FLEET COMMARD
Thers wers nineteen Market Time stations patrolled by Fleet
Command wnits (imcluding PCF's/WPB's) in September. Search and
detaimment figures fell to the pre-August level with 4099 jumks
and 12,114 pecple searched and two people detained,

Fleet Command wnits fired a total of 41 RGFS missioms &uring
the month. Since the majority of these wre harassment and interdiction
operations, the gun damage assessment was generally wmknown, How-
evar, a direct call for fire was received by ISIL 329 on the evening
of 9 September, An observation post near Tan Chau on the Upper
Mekong River spotted twenty rounds of 3-inch/50 inte the suspected
VC locatiems (WS185945 and WS185990). The mission was considered
very successaful as the VC were routed, -

Mineswespers of RAG 91 recovered ten feet of electrical wire
at the end of one patrol of the Dong Mai River (IS895896 to YT020020).

RIVER PATROL GROUPS 51 AND 52

Boutine day and night patrols ef the Long Tan shipping chemmels
lﬂﬁepmumsmthoBSSZmamﬁmdinSop‘h-borbyﬂnm
FBR's of RPG 51 and 52, The general cemntry wide lull was appareat
in the PER operations as the VNN reported enly one imcident in whieh
they inflicted casualties on the enemy. There were me VME or USE
advisor easualties as a result of PER operations. Howewer, on
7 September one emlisted adviser to RPG 51 was killed and eme was

DECLASSIFIED
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seriously wounded when they were ambushed as they traveled south on

the road to Cat lai (£5920940). Shortly after turning off the Bien
Hoa highway onto the Cat lei road the jeep and its two occupants were
showered by the shrapnel of a detonated claymore mine. The one man,
IC1 J. W. Sampers, USN, was knocked out of the jeep and killed.
Another fifty meters down the road the jeep was hit by two B=41
rockets and subsequently knocked off the road into = upside down
position in a rice paddy. After small arms fire directed at the jeep
had stopped, the wounded and unarmed driver, EN3 A. R. Joslin, USN ,
began to look for his fellow advisor, He was soon overtsken and

shot twice at close range by three VC who advanced towards him.
After the VC had stripped him of his valuables and left him for dead,
EN3 Joslin, seriously wounded, crawled to a VN aid station about

500 meters from the wrecked and burning jeep. An immediate sweep of
the general area by VN rangers failed to locate the evading VC,.

Three VNN PBR's of RPG 51 were patrolling the Dong Nai River
ten miles east of Saigon (¥5056920) on the morming of 21 September
when they hailed two suspicious looking sampans, Ignoring the
command the sampans evaded into the Rach Muoc Trong. The PBR sailers
requested air support and then proceeded after the sampans. During
the action that followed two VC were captured, three VC were killed

(two by the Long Binh air support), and two sampans were gutted,

COASTAL JUNK FORCES
A% the end of the month there were 226 junks assigned to the

Coastal Junk Groups of all four Coastal Zones. During the month an
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average of 169.5 units were operational and 165.5 were employed.
While performing surveillance operations the junks searched 59,626
junks and 190.094 people. They detained 127 junks and 516 people.
The search figures were comparable to July and August but the
detainment statistics were lower particularly in the Second Coastal
Zone .

First Coastal Zome

Just pricr to midmight on 4 September VEN personmel in a night
observation post one and ons half miles east of Hoi An (BT167533)
detected and firoed uwpon a2 lene VC sampan. Three VC were killed
inoluding & female W official of Iuyen leng Befugee Village,
Varieus VC and RVN psyops papers and nine gremades were also
confiseated., The captured sampan and fishing equipment were presented
to the loeal village, The particular stretch of the Cua Dai river,
vhere the sampan was sighted has been reported o contein a W ocmmo-
liaison route that crossed the river,

Enemy wmnits delivered a deadly blew en the svening of 16 Septem~
ber vhemn two Yaluta junks of CGl4 were mined and sunk mear the mouth
of the Cua Dai River (BT206568). The two Yabuta junks were lashed
together because of emgine failure ef oms of the craft., They were
procseding at a very alow speed when a single detometion cccmrred
between the sterms of the two vessels. The force of the explesiam
sent the two junks to the bottem of the river, killed tares sailers,
and vounded feur others. Two days later, om 18 September, Vietuamese

DECLASSIFIED
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fishermen recovered a fifty pound pressure influence mine in the
same vicihity (BT193552). This was the first instance of a pressure
influence mine on the Cua Dai River. This occurrence coupled with
the successful mining of the two Yabuta junks lent credence to the
several low level intelligence reports of water sapper units in the
area, On 19 September CGli personnel discovered two more VC mines
composed of eight inch and three inch projectiles, and one 105mm

projectile,

Second Coastal Zone
Enemy action in the Second Coastal Zone was very limited with
the majority of the coastal group operations emphasizing the PSYOPS
effort. Tour nilss up the coast from Phan Thiet (BN122196) on
4=5 September one platoon and three junks of CG28 and one local RF
company carried out a cordon and search operation that resulted in
the destruction of five shelters, two wells, onme punji stake field,

and one mine field,

Eighty miles north of Cam Ranh Bay (CRO18645-CR066626-CR070643)
CG21 units and one ROK company joined forces to comduct Operation
KY HOA 21/108/69 on 9=10 September, Although the Korean statistics
of damage and enemy casualties were unknown, the VEN reported that
they had destroyed two enemy junks and three enemy shelters.

Third Coastal Zone
The employuent of the coastal groups on the major rivers in the
Third Coastal Zome continued to represent the bulk of the VNN contact

DECLASSIFIED
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with the enemy in their respective arcas of operapbgg-.ﬁ‘sgl‘ﬂ%?mg
idland complex situated at the mouth of the lower Mekong River was
the scens of the most significant incidents in terms of damage
infliected upon the enemy by the VNN,

One exception to the previous statement was the recovery of a
330 pound floating mime by CG35 units that were in blocking pesitions
three miles east of Tre Vinh om the Go Chien River on 7 September
(XR532982 to IR550970 ).

On the morning of 16 September a VC medic Chieu Hoied to CG3%
units at the northern end of the Dung Island complex and approxi-
mately twenty five miles southeast of Can Tho (XR193773). The WC
medic stated that disillusionment with the VG was the reason he
turned himself over to the CG36 units. Two days later another VC
gusrrills rallied to the VEN at the CG3 base (XB200740). The VC
guerrilla said that he was afraid of the VC operations.

Coastal Group 36 wnits in night positions adjacent to the somth
western side of Dung Island, thirty miles southeast of Can Tho en
17-18 September detected one sampan crossing the Mekong River from
west to east (XR236675). When the sampan attempted to evade, it
was taken under fire. In the action that followed one VC was killed
and one VG , oms sampen, four carbines, and one hundred rounds of
smemition vere captured. DECLASSIFEL
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The 57 junks assigned to the four Coastal Groups in September

Fourth Coastal Zone

conducted Market Time and river patrols, logistic 1lifts, and base
defense operations from SEA FLOAT at 0ld Nam Can, Ha Tien, Rach Gia,
An Thoi, and Hon Tre Island. Two junks and sixteen raider troops of
CG44 participated in Operation NHAT TAO 44/04/69 eleven miles north-
east of Ha Tien (VS600635) on the Rach Giang Thanh on 20-21 Septem-
ber, Enemy contact was established which resulted in three VC killed
and one wounded. One VNN was killed, one VNN was wounded, and one
+30 cal, machine gun was damaged, Later information obtained from
the people of Giang Thanh indicated that the VC had thirteen killed
and four wounded but they were all carried into Cambodia. (See
discussion of Border Interdiction Campaign within Operation SEA
LORDS Summary and discussion of SEA FLOAT in Coastal Surveillance

Force Summary for further details.)

Third and Fourth Riverine River Assault Groups
The 164 riverine ecraft assigned to the River Assault Groups
(RAG's) conducted a total of 2135 river patrols and 1075 amphibious
assaults in the Third and Fourth Riverine areas, In addition to the
river patrols and the amphibious assaults the RAG eraft were employed
in logistic 1ifts, escort duties, PSYOPS and Civie Action operations,

Riverine craft of RAG 24 were patrolling a section of the Upper
Seigon River mineteen miles north-northwest of Saigon from 8 to
10 September (from XT670276 to XT676230), About an hour before mid-

night on 8 September noise of approaching personnel was detected by
ECLASSIFIED
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the guards. The VNN boats sprayed the suspecteEEacz!;A;.sil‘F!hEE enemy
movements with .30 and .50 cal. machine gun fire. A day light swept
of the same area revealed blood trails, two Chinese rifles, forty-
four rounds of ammunition, one carbine, one 8lmm mortar round, and

one knife, later in the day the patrol recovered one sampan and one
U.S. helmet and destroyed one enemy bunker. At approximately 0100

on the morning of 10 September the security units sighted four VC
nearing the RAG boate (XT685224). The VNN opened fire with machine
guns, killing one VC and probably wounding another. With the arrival

of light the VNN transited to Phu Cuong without incident.

After receiving orders from the Long An sector, the main force
of RAG 22 moved on 18 September to An Bhut Tan five miles southeast
of Ben Luc on the Vam Co Dong (XS665675) in order to provide opera-
tional and logistical support for units of the 25th ARVN Division
located in the area. River patrols three kilometers north and south

of An Nhut Tan were also included in their responsibilities,

The enemy was scon o voice his displessure toward the arriwel
of the RAGYs, Early on the morning of 20 September the ARVN campound
and RAG 22 boats at An Fhut Tan were attacked by an estimated VC
squad which was armed with B-40 rockets and 8lmm mortars, The ARVN
and RAG forces returned fire for approximaiely fifteen minutes. At
dawn the force uncovered five dead VC and several bleod trails. HNear
the end of the month on 29 September BAG 22 boats were ambushed
during a supply rm for Ben Luc to An Nhut Tan (XS626733). The fire
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was returned with umknown results and RAG casualties were limited

to ox;é VNN wounded,

In the Fourth Riverine Area RAG 23/31 boats were petrolling
the Mang Thit Canal enroute to Mang Thit on 3 September when they
were fired upon from the south bank (XS 200190) by an estimated VC
platoon equipped with B-40 rockets, small arms and automatic weapons,
At the initiation of the ambush the VC found their mark on the VNN
monitor with two B-40 rockets that killed one sailor and wounded
two others. The convoy of RAG craft answered the VC challenge
with 8lmm mortar, 20mm and 40mm, and .30 cal, and .50 cal, ammmni-
tion. The RAG 31 advisor requested helo gunship but they were unable
Yo come to the assistance because of the inclement westher conditions,
However, Black Pony aireraft and artillery suppart was received
fifteen minutes after the contact was brokem off,

Later in the month RAG 21/33 was supporting elements of the
10th ARVN Division southeast of Ben Tre. On the afternoon of 1, Septem-
ber seven RAG 21/33 wnits had extracted four ARVN companies and were
returning to the H am Luong ferry landing., Seven miles south of Bem
Tre (XS550190 to XS520220) the convoy began receiving automatic
weapons fire, B-40 rockets, and recoilless rifle fire, The fire was
returned and artillery was spotted into the enemy positions., Arriving
at the ferry landing just southwest of Bem Tre (25480301), RAG 21/33
had sustained B-40 rocket and 57mm recoilless rifle hits to one
ICVP, one F(M, and one LCU, No personnel casumalties were reported,
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During the night of 18-19 September a snan %slﬂmached

the RAG 25/29 units beached at Ca Mau (WR168135), The sampan was
warned away by small arms fire., Based on intelligence reports
received from the commanding officer of the 1lth RF Boat Company

and the suspicious movements of the sampan, the VNN boat officer

had the RAG boats move to the 1lth RF Boat Company pier. The next
morning a diver searched the general area and recovered a fifty
pound mine under a bridge that was set to be detonated arocund 1800
that day. The NILO at Ca Mau indicated that the mine was probably
intended for the RAG units in view of the small size and the location

of the mine between two bridge piers.,

River Assault and Interdiction Divisions 70-75

Although the VNN RAID's had operated with elements of the VNMC
in the past, it was not until 1 September that the Amphibious Task
Force 211 (ATF 211) was reorganized to officially include both VNN
RAID and VNMC forces, The initial intent of the Joint Genmeral Staff
(JGS) was to employ all the elements of the ATF 4in the I V Corps
Tactical Zone under the operational contrel of the 21st ARVN Division.
However, if this proposal had been carried out, RAID's 70 and 71
would have vacated their assigoments in the Giant Slingshot operation.
It was finally @cided that RAID's 70 and 71 (194.9.7.0 and 194.7.1
respectively and also ATG 211.1 waterborne unit) would contine to
participate in Giant Slingshot operations from the bases at Trs Cu,
Ben Luc, and Tan An. The VNMC Third Infantry Battalion which had
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been the landing force of ATG 211,1 stationed at Bem Luc was
detached from the ATG on 8 September and proseeded to Vi Thanh
(WR535827) for operations with ATG 211.3 in the Twin Rivers Ares.
(See discussion of Giant Slingshot in SEA LOFDS Summary for further

details of RAID's 70 and 71.)

With the reorganization of the ATF on 8 September, the opera-

tional units were assigned as follows:

Under the Opera-
Task Groyp RAID Element lending Element XLlonal Control of

ATG 21,1  R4ID 70,71 CTG 194.9
(Ben Luc) (30 boats)

ATG 211.,2  RAID 73 VNMC 5th Battalion 21st ARVN
(Dong Tam) (18 boats)

ATG 211,2  RAID 72,74,75 VNMC 1st, 3rd 7th ARVN
(Dong Tam) (52 boats) Battalion (after 10 Sep)

The ATG 211.2 was assigned o carry out riverine assault opera-
tions in Kien Hoa Province (vicinity of Ben Tre, Dong Tam, My Tho).
Units of the USN RAS 13 provided an additional lift capability for
the marines and VNN LSIL 226 was available for NGFS, RAID 73
supported the marines, conducted river patrols, and earried ocut base
defense operations for the remainder of the month without significant
action. (See discussion of the VNMC 5th Bettelion in the VEMC

Swmary for further details of ATG 211,2 operations.)

The ATG 211,3 arrived at Vi Thanh (WR535827) on 10 September
and began helo/riverine a ssault operations in the Twin Rivers Ares
of Chuong Thien Province the following dy. Enemy resistance to the
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arrival of the ATG was evidenced throughout the month., The RAID
units were ambushed six times and mined once suffering ome VKN
killed, sixteen wounded, and two missing in action and presumed
dead. The VNN were credited with at least fourteen VC killed,

The mining incident took place on 27 September just southwest of
Dong Hoa (VR986764). The RAID 74 monitor HQ6529 wes cruising the
Can Gao Canal when it was struck in the stern by a water mine of
about 500 pounds, The boat was immediately beached with the aid of
Two ATC's but it still sank to the bottom with about 80% of the
boat under water. The force of the blast wounded five VEN and
killed one civilian who was in a sampan nearby when the explosion
occurred, The VNN boat captain and engineer were mot found, (See
discussion of the VNMC 1lst and %rd Battalions in the VRMC Summary
for further details of ATG 211,3.)

DECLASSIFIED
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launching ceremonies for the prototype craft of the first
60-feot ferro-cement juwnk were held on 12 September at the Vietmamese
Baval Shipyerd in Saigon, The idea of using ferre-cement for maval
cemstruction was first tried in Europe during the mid nineteenth
semtury. It wvas intredused tc the Vietnamese Favy just four months
age and constructiem began almost immediately.

The actusl precedure imvolved the pouring of a mixture of
Portland cement, possolan, sand and water through e mesh of imier-
woven chicken wire which was anchored to a water-pipe framework.
The cement was smoothed over on both sides of the hull and them damp
cured for three weeks, The work on the hull was finished with two
applicaticns of epoxy resin, After fitting out the interior, and
topside spaces, the entire craft was painted and readied for duty.

The new jumk is much stromger than the old models and repair
werk in the event of damage will be mnck easier. Handling has been
improved and engine vitration reduced. The life expectansy of the
ferro-cement boat is much lenger that its earlier Sau weodem commter-
part, The woed is subject to warping, rotting and insect deteriora-
tion but the ferro-cement is impervious to these elements,

While adding seven feet to the length and ome foet to the beam,
the junk was built in a three month peried with an overall savings
of $5,000, There was a savings of $1,850 in the ferrc-cement hmll
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alome. A reduction of 4,631 man-hours was realized in constructiom
time over the Yabuta junk,

In addition to the new junk, a ferro-cement "Swift" boat (FCF)
is presently under production at the Saigon VNN shipyard,
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VIETNAMESE MARINE GORPS

While operating exclusively in the Third and Fourth Corps
Tactical Zones in September, the Vietnamese Marine Corps and their
U.S. Marine Corps advisors encountered light to moderate fighting
which was highlighted by a Third Battalion action on 17-18 Septem-
ber which resulted in 37 VC killed and two VC captursd. During the
entire month six infantry battallions were committed as follows:
combat operations 57%, security operations 37%, and reserve status 9%.
The Vietnamese casualties were comparable to those of August with
29 marines killed (15 in August) and 102 marines wounded (79 in
August), Enemy losses increased from 23 VC killed and 18 captured
in August to 96 VO killed and 17 VG captured in September, In the
past several months the VNMC have operated with VNN units, specifically
the newly formed RAID's, However, it was not until 1 September that
the Amphibious Task Force 211 (ATF 211) was formally activated and
placed under the operational control of the Joint General Staff, The
opsrational composition of ATF 211 at it's inception was the following:

ATF 211 Joint Staff: Located at Dong Tam

ATG 211,1: VNN RAID 70 and 71 and the VNMC

Third Infantry Battalion: Located at Ben Luc

ATG 211,2: VNN RAID's 72 and 73, and the VNMC Fifth Infantry
Battalion, located at Dong Tam.

ATG 211,3: VNN RAID's 74 and 75, and the VEMC First Infantry

Battalion, located at Long Xuyen,
DECLASSIFIED
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Organization and meintenance affairs of the ATF were effescted
through 7 September. The following day the First Battalion traveled
from Long Xuyen %o Can Tho im preparation for a further move to Vi
Thanh (WR535827). The Third Infantry Battalion proceeded directly
to Vi Thanh on 8 September. Utilizing RAID and helo transportation,
the First Battalion advanced into the Twin Rivers area, 8 miles south-
west of Vi Thanh (WR355691) on 11 September. Significant contact
was established on 13 September, As the Marines were moving toward
& treeline 12 miles south-southwest of Vi Thanh (WR397628), they
came under heavy machine gun fire. Two marines were killed and
eight wounded. Damage to the enemy was not known. Two days later
and five miles to the east of the 13 September inoident (WR308642)
the marines engaged in a firefight with an enemy force of unknown
size which ended with the capture of six VC, ene carbine, and one
K54 pistol., Enemy casualties were thres VG kdlled inclnding the
assistant commander of a VC regional base camp. Feur more VC were
killed and one captured on 17 September nine and one-half miles
southwest of Vi Thanh (WR428662), Five marines were slightly wounded
during this actiom.

While traversing a section of the Rach Nga Ba Dinh slxteen miles
southwest of Vi Thanh (betwsen WR318630 and WR324603) om 23 Septem~
ber RAID boats with marines embarked came mnder ensmy attack,
Slnrp.ltraB-ADrochthitakillodtwlarimsandwomdodamther
Air and artillery support was used extensively en
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29 September when marine elements of the First Battalion made contact
with a VC platoon armed with B-40 rockets and automatic weapons twenty-
two miles south-gouthwest of Rach Gia (VR924707). At the end of the
battle six VC and two VNMC were dead and eight additional marines were

wounded.,

The last day of the month sixteen Hoi Chanhe identified as
reserves for local enemy forces, surrendersd to the merines at the
First Battalion command post (WRO0478l). The continuing pressure of
ground, river, and air operations was considered to be a cemtributing

factor in their decision to rally.

The Third Infantry Battalion which arrived at Vi Thanh (WR535827)
on 8 September was helo lifted into the Twin River area six miles
southwest of Vi Thanh and adjacent to the Rach Cai Loa (WR455710).
Operating under the foreward headquarters of the ATF located at Kien
Hung (WR302753) the Third Battalion engaged in battle with elements
of the 307 and 309 VC Battalions in the area between the Rach Nuoc
Trang and Bach Nga Ba Cai Tau (WR370690-430672-430595-398600) on
17 and 18 September, During this action 37 VC and 8 VNMC were killed
and ten marines were wounded. Two VG were captured along with three
rifles, twenty-one gas masks, thirty shovels, and some miscellaneous

field equipment.

A single mining incident which occurred sixteen miles south-
southwest of Vi Thanh on 21 September claimed the lives of nine
marines and inflicted wounds on another eight marines including the
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Third Bat.te.tlion. Commander. The explosive device was believed to
have been a booby trapped 122mm rocket booster. During mejor action
on 30 September, VN marines exchanged fire with an estimated VC squad
fourteen miles south-southwest of Rach Gia (WR167798). There were
no marine casualties and the VC suffered three killed and eight
captured. Ome rifle, 20 hand grenades, and some miscellaneous

cocuments were also recovered.

The Fifth Battalion, the landing force of ATG 211.2, located
at Dong Tam, was placed under the control of the 7th ARVN Division
on 10 September end began operations of the Song Than Campaign in
Kien Hoa Province (vicinity XS551316) on the following day. Battery
"B" of the First Artillery Battalion and riverine craft from VNN
RAID 73 and the U.S. RAS 13 provided the necessary support and
mobility for the ma.rines.‘ Several suspects with unauthorized contra-
band were apprehended while the battalion earried out routine patrols,
On 29 September, operations moved 8 miles to the southwest near Mo
Cay (XS467198). Mines and smiper fire wounded five marines during
the first day of patrolling. The operation carried over into October

with no major action.

The Second Infantry Battalion was in a reserve status for the
mﬂ Headquarters until 18 September when it relieved the Fourth
Battaelion of the one hour alert status for JGS and moved from the
Thu Duc base camp to Cuu Long (X5874935). While meintaining the alert
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status the Battalion conducted training in general military subjects.
On 30 September the Second Battalion traveled to the vicinity of
Long Binh (Y¥T038125) where it replaced the Sixth Battalion as the
III CTZ reserve force. imero:s ambush patrols failed to produce

enemy contact.

The Fourth Battalion remained in a one hour standby status for
JGS in Saigon (X5874935) through 17 September, The following day the
merines moved to the First Battalion's base camp (XT895035) at Thu Due
in order to train and assume a six~hour standby alert for JGS. This
posture and operational status was maintained the remainder of the

month,

From 1-30 September, the Sixth Battalion was assigned to the
III CTZ as a reserve unit., With their headquarters established east
of Long Binh (YT038125) the battalion operated to the northeast and
south of the Dong Nai River (vicinity ¥YT090180). Contact with VC
units on 10 September accounted for 13 VC killed and the capture of
several weapons and some miscellaneous equipment. One VC disguised
in an ARVN uniform was killed by an ambush petrel near the Long Binh

Airport in the early morning hours of 30 September.

Battery "A" of the First Artillery Battalion was located in Dong
Tam (XS409448) with the ATF 211 for the entire month. Battery "G
of the First Artillery Battalion provided direct support from positions
at Cat Lai (XS960891) under the control of the CMD, The Third platoon
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was stationed at the Thu Duc base camp. Battalion "E" of the Second
Artillery Battalion was in a reserve status to JGS at the Thu Duc
base camp the entire month, Battery "A" of the Second Artillery
Battalion, which provided direct fire support for operations in the
RSSZ, was the target of a sapper attack on 30 September, Six marines
were wounded by a B-40 rocket and a grenade that penetrated the
artillery position at the Tam Hiep village (¥S065700). The close
proximity of eivilians prevented the marines fram returning the fire.
However, a subsequent sweep DY PF troops with the village Chief of
Police and VNMC personnel in compeny yielded two persons who
indentified themselves as VO guerrillas from Tam Hiep Village,.
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LCONEIDENTIAL {When filled in)
VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

VIETNAMESE NAVY:

Daily Average Searched Detained
Oper Empl Junks People Junks Pecple

COASTAL FORCE

I 39.2 38.1 18,889  70,L35 39 21l
II }2.6 Lh2.h,  2h,152 71,107 11 95
I:I[é ﬁ?.s hs.g g,g? 25,@19 711 173
0.2 39, 2 22,833 L 2
Sub-totals: T9.826 130,00 127 516
#FLEET COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 17.3 16.3  1,L59  5,7L0 0 2
PCF's/WPB's 18.L 11.3 1,60  6,37h 0 0
RIVERINE AREA
3RD RA RAG  L7.7 k7.2 2,221 6,703 0 0
LTH RA RAG  70.L 69.1 3,084 23,800 0 0
ATF 88.6 68.8 2,901 7,798 0 0
CENTRAL TASK 76.0 69.Lh 6,103 17,257 Iy 9
FORCE TOTALS: 77,034 257,7 137 527
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:
VC/NVA: KIA__96  captured_ 17  Suspects detained__ 30
VNMC KIA__ 29 WIA 102 MIA 0
* Provided L1 gunfire support missions,
# Includes RAG 27, RAG 32, RPG 51, RPG 52
GROUP 4 Enclosure ( )
Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years 111 CONF IDENTHE—
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS AND CIVIG ACTION SUMMARY

There were twelve VC who rallied to USN and VNN forces in
September., This figure was comparable to the August total of
fifteen but still belew the record high of 208 Hoi Chanh that was
recorded in July. Personal hardship, family separation and lack
of food were the most common reasons why the VC said they surrendered.
One Hoi Chanh who rallied to the VNN hospital ship at SEA FLOAT
provided extensive intelligence about VC activities and led a SEAL

team on an operation.

During the two day period 25-26 September U.,S. Naval forces
joined the Vietnamese in celebrating Tet Trung Thu, the mid-autummn
festiwval., The PBR sailors of RIVPATFLOT FIVE alone reported that
they had contacted an estimated 12,000 people and won the hearts of
10,000 children. Special festival kits and other articles including
rubber toys, balloons, candy, gun, ice ecream, chocolate brownies

and moon cakes were distributed to the peoplse.

In the RSSZ elections were held in the two remaining refugee
hamlets without elected local govermment, Seabee units continued
to work on commmunity construction projects with perticular emphasis
on improvement of the standard ef living of the RF/FF dependents.
During an aerial PSYOPS mission on 12 September 28,000 Safe Conduct
passes, 60,000 Chieu Hoi leaflets, and 60,000 land Reform phamlets
were dropped on villages in the RSSZ,
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isj,eFl{'E;Qa approximately 25,000 Vietnamese people who were the
resipients of USN/VNN MEDCAFS and DENTCFS during the month, Om
17 September as part of a weekly MEDCAP series two U.S. FER's of
River Division 521 accompanied by a Navy corpsman trsated 100
Vietnamess living in a small village just southeast of Bue (ID
982185). wWhile assisting the corpsman and providing security, the
FBR sailors distributed 200 bars of soap, 700 Ngey Hay newspaper
and 24 Huong Que magszines, Under the supervisicn of one hospital
corpsman from NSAD, Cua Viet, U.S. persomnel attached to the Deng
Ha Security Group including VNN ACTOV ssilors treated 60 patients
and distributed 150 hygiene leaflets and 100 bars of soap dwring a
nini-MEDCAP held in the Xvan Thanh hamlet southwest of Quang Tri
(ID287646) on 30 September. One Vietnamese with a knee injury was
medevaced to Dong H a.

A% SEL FLOAT near 01d HNam Can City (VQ992673) the firet sharp-
axe cap was initiated on 4 September, Prior to this time the local
woodcutters and sampans owmers were having difficulty sharpening
their tools and sampen outboard motor screws. The hand operated
grindstone was used continmmously during its first day of operatiom.
On 6 September a 100-man VNN reaction force arrived at SEA FLOAT
a.nb. Joined the operating units that were reacting to intelligence
reports and providing the sesurity for the civilian population.,

A sampen motor repair shop was opened on 12 September and the first
Bam Can outhouse was sonstructed on 19 September., Word has it that
it is used as a shower...but presumably not at the same time.
pECLASSIFIED
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During the middle of the month the second birth of a Vietnamese
baby was recorded. The father, who had teen treated by the VNN
aboard the LSM(H) the previous week for wounds incurred when he
stepped on a VC booby trap, named the new borm child after the VNN

LSM(H).

The commmunity in the no fire zone has contimued to-row by
leaps and bounds., In comparison to the first pepulation census that
was taken on 30 August, the population has increased 310% as of
24 September, At the end of the month the total number of people
who had received PSYOPS indoctrination was 24,616 (15,345 people at
the end of August). The number of people who had visited SEA FLOAT
for the first time was 4,350, Nine hundred and nineteen families
have indicated a desire to resettle in Nam Can and 702 people have
actually resettled.

The economic lucrativeness of the area was indicated by one
woodcutter who said that any woodcutter with an average sized sampan
could earn a net profit of about 30,000 VN§ per month, Increasingly
larger sampans have been transiting to 0ld Nam Can. At the beginning
of the month a £ifty ton capacity junk arrived and at the end of the
month a 55 ton capacity junk visited the commmity,
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USN_CIVIC ACTICN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

26 July - 25 August 1969

TOTAL NUMBER OF MAN-DAYS (10 HR DAYS) PERSONNEL OF UNITS ENGAGED
IN CIVIC ACTICN PROJECTS:

COST OF SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITARY RESOURCES FOR CIVIC

ACTION PROJECTS: VNS
EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWMAF CIVIC ACTION PSYWAR FUND: VNS
VOLUNTARY CCONTRIBUTIONS: W$

PERCENTAGE OF U. S. MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
JOINTLY WITH:

g

3,362,159
1,067,020

473,136

Percent
Other FWMAF 6%
RVNAF L7
U. S. Civilian Voluntary Agencies 54 7
Average percent of self-help by VN civilians -
a. Self-help lsbor 4%
b. Materials furnished by the people L3
PROGRAMS
Man Days enditures (VN$)
Economic Development LT9 7,100
Education 57 1,057,375
Social Welfare 2,L10 2,554,430
Transportation 358 527,034
Refugee 370 506,908

INSTITUTES ASSISTED:

Number
Schools 71
Hospitals/Dispensaries 13
Crphanages 30
~ Cthers 67
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ACTOV trainee Nguyen-Thanh Hung requests identification

from 2 Vinh Te Canal boatman who has been stopped at a

PBR checkpoint. DECLASSIFIED
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The Coast Guard Cutter POINT CIEAR WFB 82315 which had the
designation SCATTCR 3 (Smell Craft Assets, Training, and Twroever
of Resources Program) was twrned over to the Vietnamesge Navy during
& brief ceremony at the Vietnamese Navy tase at Cat Lo en 15 Septem~
ber, Captain Ralph W. Niesz, Commander, Coast Guard Activities in
Vietnam , represented the United States and presented the WFB te
Commander Bui Cuu Vien, the Third Coastal Zone Commender, This
occasion marked the third turmover of a WFB under the SCATICR
Program. The new WFB under VNN command rejoined the operating
forcees at the Cat Lo base and returned to Market Time operatiomns in
the Third and Fourth Coastal Zones, Presently there are six WFB's
participating in the SCATTOR Program (SCATTOR's 4 through 9) from
the WFB bases at Danang, Cat Lo, and An Thol and they are scheduled
for turnover prior to 1 Jamusry 1970.

At the end of the month appreximately 190 PBR and 35 PCF USK
sailors had been relieved by VEN sailors. COMRIVPATFLOT FIVE
reported that ACTOV training has been satisfactory, Problems still
remained with the VNN pay and clothing, The .50 eal. esocking device
that isbeing evaluated by RIVRON 59 has improved the VNN trainees
ability te cock the firing mechanism. However, the trainees have
still experienced difficulties with the forward .50 cal., machine gun.
Bacause of the tempo of SEA LORDS interdiction oparations, the mumber
of opportunities for training of the VEN PBR sailors has been less
then desired. In order te alleviate this situation RIVDIV commanders
were i.nstmted to devote the equiwalent of a single boaut sortie
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The Coast Guard WPB shown above is the type of cutter which is being turned
over to the Vietnamese Navy. Under the SCATTOR Program, there have been three

such turnovers, the latest being at Cat Lo where the WFB 82315 was presented
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(12 hours) per day to ACTOV training in a comparatively mon-hostile

environment.,

On 1 and 2 September two U.S. PCF!s with completely VNN crews
from COSDIV 14 visited the VNN training center at Cam Ranh Bay,
During the two day period approximately 200 VNN training center
students received PCF orientations from the project START trainees,
The groups visiting the PCF's consisted of approximately titteen
students and each group received a one half hour tour of the boat
and a one half hour undervay demonstration, Regular monthly visits
%o the VNENIC at Cam Ranh Bay by the COSDIV 14 project START PCF?s
bave been scheduled and arrangements have been mads for weekly patrol
indoctrination rides for four outsianding students. Each Sunday
morning two PCF's will pick up two students per boat, take them on
their Market Time patrol, and retwrn the students to the VNNTC on

the same evening,

In the START Program 25 boatswain's metes and 45 gmner's mtes
from PCF Glass 4 have reported to their respective divisions, With
this input all persomnel scheduled for the first twmover en
31 October have commenced on~the-job training, As of 25 Septem—
ber 315 trainees were undergoing PCF training including 26 erews
who have been conducting Market Time coastal and river patrols
aboard ninetesn PCF's in preparation for the first turmover., Om
> September CTF 115 presented thirteem VNN sailors with OJT certificates
that signified successful completion of the training program. A
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program to fly ensigns of both the U.S. and GVN en PCFis with
joint USN/UNN crews has been instituted. The marked increase of
pride in the PCF by VNN patrolling under their own flag is
encouraging. Disciplinary problems have contimmad to be a barrier
to the complete success of START, TUnauthorized absentees have
comprised the major problem. In combating this cbstacle utilization
of VNN Liaison officers and close coordinatination with local VEN

suthorities on all disciplinery cases have shown the best progress.

On 30 September six of the 33 bases expected to be bullt umler
the ACTOV logistics (ACTOVIOG) Program were under construction.
The remaining bases programmed are in warious stages of desigm. A
total of 1,579 VNN persomnel (29.5% of programmed input) were in
craft meintenance training at the several repair facilities, This
includes 617 persomnel assigned to VNN repair facilities which are
being incorporated into the ACTOVIOG bases. There wsre 80 VEN person-
nel (20.8% of programmed input) umiergoing base maintenance training
and 100 VNN persomnel (23% of programmed input) undergoing supply |
MA® school,. |
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GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS

The following abbreviations and terms are commonly used in the combat

zone by all agencies and are listed here in amplification of those used

in the text:
ABF

AMMT PONTOON

ARVN
ASPB
ATC
ATSB
A/W

Black Pony/Bronco

CCB
CG
CHICOM

CIDG

CRIP

cs

CTZ

CZ

Delta Hawk
Dustoff

ENIFF

Attack by fire

A multi-purpose barge, standard size is twenty-
eight feet by ninety feet

Army of the Republic of Vietnam
Assault Support Patrol Boat
Armored Troop Carrier

Advance Tactical Support Base
Automatic Weapons

0V-10 Twin Engine Turboprop Counterinsurgency
Aircraft

Command and Commmications Boat

Coastal Group (VNN)

Chinese Communist

Civilian Irregular Defense Group - mercenaries
of Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who
fight primarily around their own villages
Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon
Tear Gas Grenades

Corps Tactical Zone

Coastal Zone

Mohawk OV-10 aireraft

Medical evacuation by helicopter

Enemy initiated firefight

DECLASSIFIED
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FSB.
FYWMAF
on
GVN
H&T
JGs
KIA

Kit Carson Scouts

LAFT
LAW
LCPL

LDNN

LHFT
LOH
LRRP
MACV
MATSB
MEDCAP
MONITOR
MRB
MSB
MSD
MSF

NGFS
DECLASSIFIED
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Fire Support Base

Free World Military Assistance Forces

Gun Damage Assesment

Government of Vietnam

Harassment and Interdiction Fire Support

Joint General Staff

Killed in Action

Former Viet Cong who have come over to the side
of the Saigon government and serve with allied
military units

Light Attack Fire Team (OV-10's)

Light Anti-tank Weapon

Landing Craft, Personnel, Large

Vietnamese equivalent of USN underwater demol-
ition team

Light Helo Fire Team

OH-6 Light Observation Helicopter

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam

Mobile Advanced Tactical Support Base

Medical Civic Action Program

Heavily armored LCM-6 (LOmm cannon or 105mm how-
jﬁ%%?iﬂl Riverine Base

Minesweeper, Boat

Minesweeper, Drone

Mobile Strike Force - mercenaries who deploy
and go anywhere

Naval Gunfire Support

12,
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NILO Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer

NGD Night Observation Device

NVA North Vietnamese Army

PBR Patrol Boat, River

PCF Patrol Craft, Fast (SWIFT Boat)

PG Patrol Gunboat

PRU Provincial Reconnaissance Unit

PSA Provincial Sector Advisor

PSYOPS Psychological Operations

RAD River Assault Division

RAG River Assault Group (VNN)

RATD River Assault and Interdiction Division

RAS River Assault Squadron

RF/PF Regional Forces/Popular Forces

RPG Rocket Propelled Grenade

RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone

SAR Search and Rescue

SEAWCLF UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated

SHADOW C-119 aircraft

SKIMMER 20' fiberglass rowboat

SLICK UH=-1B Helo

SPOOKY C-L47 aireraft

SSB Swimmer support boat (skimmer)

STAB SEAL Team Assault Boat

TACOR Tactical Area of Responsibility

USARV United States Army, Vietnam
DECLASSIFIED
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VNN
WGP
Xinh Loi

ZIPPO

Vietnamese Marine Corps

Vietnamese Navy

Waterborne Guardpost

Vietnamese for "Sorry about that!"

Flame thrower equipped ATC or MONITOR
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