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More than 100 cities, towns, including Saigon, and military installations
throughout South Vietnam were targets of Viet Cong rocket and mortar shells

& -

on 23 February as an apparent new enemy offensive began. Widespread and
coordinated rocket/mortar attacks, in addition to some ground probes, were
experianced in all four Corps areas, and provoked retaliatory actions from
allied forces

U 5 Navy units and installations in I, IIJ and IV Corps areas reported
numerous scattered enemy initiated actions that were associated with the
new of fensive.

Hardest hit among U. S. Mavy activities were 1 Corps' Danang Naval
Support Activity and vicinity. On 23 February, an estimated 20 to 30
enemy 122-am rockets, fired in three volleys, impacted on the NAVSUPPACT,
Danang deeywater piers (BT 025 836). The initial casualty list revealed
no U. 5. Navy personnel casualties, however, material and property damages
were extensive . The adjacent ARVN ammunition dump received several rocket
hits which set of{ secondary explosions which spewed shrapnel fragments
over a wide area, causing fires and destroying and damaging U. S. Navy
structures and materials.

Elsewhere in I Corps, NAVSUPPACT Detachment Sa Muymh in Quang MNgai
Province (BS 928 221) received five enemy mortar rounds on 25 February.
Three impacted in the water near POL barges, and two rounds landed on a

. nearby hillside. The mortar attack was accompanied by small-arms fire
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from directions north and east of the island. NSAD reaction personnel
returmned the fire with .50 caliber, K-79 and N-60 fire. GCunships were
also called to the scene. One pusher boat sustained minor damages and
one Navyman was wounded during the attack,

On 27 February, two enemy 122-mm rounds slammed into the NAVSUPPACT,
Danang covered storage area (BT 055 795) causing extensive damage,
including wourrds sustained by 13 Navymen. More rockets were lobbed at
the Danang bridge loading ramp (BT 035 762) during a rockst barrage on
the 27th, destroying LCU 1500 and YFU 78, LCU 1500 received a direct
hit by a rocket of unknown sise. Ammunition on the LCU was detonated
and an explosion occurred with fire spreading to the nearby YFU. Another
craft, LCU 1614, sustained minor damage by shrapnel. Total U. S. Navy
personnel casualties were reported at 21 Navymen killm and 38 wourded.

The enemy initiated attacks in the Giant Slingshot area, III Corps, ' P
on 23 February, with a OlOC assault on Tan An, followed by attacks in
Ben Luc, Go Dau Hoa, Duc Hoa, and Tra Cu, in repid succession. The
enemy employed rocket and 82-mm mortar fire with coordinated ground
movement in their rapid attacks. Navy units in these areas wero already
poised for such attacks as a result of published intelligence by CTG
194.9. The only USN casualties resulting from these attacks occurred
at Go Dau Hoa when one Navyman was killed and five others were wounded.
Enemy casualties resulting from return fire were unknown.

In IV Corps, the Dong Tam Support Base received 24 rounds of 82-mm
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mortar and seven rounds of 75-mm recoilless-rifle fire on 23 February.

- No hits were received in the Navy area or within the Mobile Riverine
Base. There were negative reports on U. S. Navy casualties,
On. 26 February, 11 enemy rocksts impacted in My Tho City. The My Tho
PBR base received a direct hit and several near misses. One round hit
A bunicer in the corner of the base. There were no USN personnel
casua.lties., ‘terial damage was minor shrapnel diépersion into a SEAL
quon«et structure; major damage to one electrica: conrection box and

phone: lines between PER base and Victory Hotel were severed.
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OPERATION SEA L(RDS SUMMARY
February 1969

\

Each campaign area in Operation SEA LORDS-remained at a high level
of activity during February, Vietnamese Navy (VNN) participation increased
with the transfer of TF 117 craft to the VNN to form two River Assault and
Interdiction Divisions (RAID) which began operations in the GIANT SLINGSHOT
Campaign and the addition of coastal group units to the Rach Giang Than =
Vinh Te Campaign for Operation TRAN HUNG DAO, Results obtained from both
interdiction and river incursion op;rations showed improvement Hith in-
creased employment of ground forces in combined and joint operations with
the naval forces, Enemy opposition to Operation SEA LORDS forces remained
heavy, especially in the GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaigns

Along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong rivers, patrol and river assault
craft hampered enemy movement taking evading craft under fire on more than
30 occasions, 0On several of these occasions arms and ammurition were dis=-
covered in the evading craft, On the evening of 27 February an evading
sampan, abandoned by its occupants after being fired on, was searched
and found to contain two AK-L7 rifles and 72 B=LO/L1 rockets, Patrol
craft participated in nearly 60 ground operations L+ inserting small
reconnaissance patrols, company size landing forces,; and by providing
blocking patreols, Twice during the month major cperations, KEEL HAUL
I & II, utilized convoys of patrol craft and heavy assault craft,
These convoys were formed to carry out river ambushes and ground
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sweeps on the Vam Co Dong between Hiep Hoa and Go Dau Ha, Operation KEEL

HAUL I took place 8 = 12 February and KEEL HAUL II occurred 21 - 25 February,

Ground and naval forces in Operation GIANF3LINGSHOT accounted for 123 enemy

killed (81 body count plus L2 estimated); 8 captured, 6 Hoi Chazﬁ‘is, 9 sus=-

pects detained, 10 sampans captured, 48 junks/sampans destreyed, In addi-

tion to the evading craft taken under fire there were more than 80 instances

when fixed wing or helicopter strikes/artillery fires were called iz or the

river craft engaged enemy positiuns, Enemy opposition came in the form of

more than 70 hostile fire incidents plus 7 booby trap detonations, In addi-

ticn, enemy attacks by fire and light ground probes on bases came with the post-

Tet offensive beginning on 23 February, These attacks began at Tan An fol-

lowed shortly by attacks at Ben Iwc, Go Dau Ha, Duc Hoa, and Tra.Cu, Go Dau :

Ha and Tra Cu were hit again on the zl'th and 25th, The initial attack on ¢

Go Dau Ha was the most serious when cne navyman was killed and five wounded

as 10 rockets and 35 mortar rounds hit the area, Total friendly losses in

February GIANT SLINGSHOT operations came to 5 USN and 1 USA killed; L9 USN,

19 USA and 5 VN wounded; 20 USN and 2 VNN craft damaged; and 1 PBR destroyed, fus

January operaticns appear to have cleared out most of the large enemy arms

caches near the two rivers as the mumber discovered fell from more than 4O

to only 3 in February, Material captured in arms caches and direct action

with the enemy included:

- 20,000 rounds small arms ammunition -

9 107=-mm rockets o
76 B-LO rockets 5

6 B-L1l rockets
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1 B=40 launcher
2 RPG=2 rounds

19 RPG-T rounds

16 recoilless rifle rounds (57=-rm -~ 5, 75-mm = 11)

25 mines, bangalore torpedoes, claymores, 'etc,

38 grenades

70 pounds of explosives pius detonators and fuzes

32 1naividual wecpcas

10 miscellaneous guantities of documents and medical

supplies,
10 kilograms rice
The enemy mine threat that had developed in January on tha Kinh

Lagrange and Kinh Ong Lon appeared to be neutralized by the chain drag mine
sweeping carried out during February in the BARRIER REEF interdiction
campaign, Hostile fire incidents numbered eight with only two navymen
wounded, Two Vietnamese were killed and one wounded in an attack on an
outpost which patrecl craft aided in suppressing with their gunfire, Vhile
ground forces were not as available as in the GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaign a
total of 1L sweeps, reconnaissance probes or amtushes were carried out
jointly with RF/PF's or CIDG units, These operations, plus nine occasions
when patrol craft guns or Seawolf strikes were brought to bear on enemy
positions, resulted in five Viet Cong killed, three wounded, and L8 struc=
tures destroyed, In addition,one evading craft was taken under fire des-
troylng the sampan and killing an estimated four Viet Cong, Another aspect
of BARRIER REEF operations was a medcap and extensive psyops carried out in
the vicinity of ihe major enemy north to south crossing point on the Ong Lon,
] As in BARRIER REEF mine sweeping during February appeared to neutralize

the mine threat on the Vinh Te Canal, Daily patrols by PBR's on *the Vinh
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Te and PCF's supported by an ATC on the Rach Giang Thanh comtiimued during
the month, Low water in the western portions of the Vinh Te hampered
operations somewhat and district and provincial forces remained reluctant
to Join in operations on this section of the infiltration patrols along
the Cambudi-n border, With the commencement of Operation TRAN HUNG DAO
in mid-February and the introduction of SEAL operations along the Rach
Giang Than the employment of ground forces began to show improvement, The
VNN forces consisting of units from two coastel groups (8 Command, 23 Kien
Giang, and 6 Yabuta Junks), 80 reaction troops, L ICVP and 2 FOM began
operating initally from Ha Tien, On 20 February additional VNN coastal
and river assault units began their operations fiom Chan Doc on the Vinh
Te and north westward along the Chau Doc River (VNN mine sweeping of the
Vinh Te by ICVP had started in late Jamuary), During the month four hos-
tile fire incidents resulted in one navyman killed and four wounded, one
VNE ICVP sunk, and several VNN wounded,

Operations in the Rach Gia Campaign continued with patrols occasion-
ally extending out from the Rach Gia-Long Xuyen Canal onto Kinh Ba The,

Kinh Tri Ten, Kinh Chung Ban, Kinh Rach Soi, and Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal,

Patrols were largely unopposed with no USKN casualties in only five hostile
fire incidents which were directed primarily at ground units being supported,
Contact with enemy units was made on several occasions by RF/PF's and ARVN

a operating with patrol craft and RF boat units, Results of these actions

ircluded 1L RF/PF or ARVN killed and 57 wounded, 56 Viet Cong killed and
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7 captured, one arms cache discovered, and 133 structures destroyed,
Coastal patrol craft continued their raids into rivers and canals
off the Gulf of Thailand; South China Seaj and portions of the Co Chien
Ham Luong, Soi Rap, and Rung Sat Special Zone patrolled by "Swift" boats,
The most significant trend in these operations was the employment of re-
action forces with the "Swift" boats to engage enemy units along the water—
ways, Also noteworthy was the decrease in hostile fire incidents and the
conduct of almost routine patrols on rivers which the PCF's had to fight
their way onto in prior months, However, the enemy did deliver deadly
accurate rocket fire from well prepared positions in several engagements
with one "Swifi" boat sunk and another nearly lost (see Coastal Surveillance
Summary for details), Results of the L8 river incursions included:

Enemy casualties:

a, Killed 28 (20 BC + 8 EST)
b, Wounded 1 EST
c, Captured 9

Friendly casualties:

a, Killed 1 (¥SF soldier)
b, Wounded 18 (16 USN, 1 MSF and 1 newsman)

Enemy material losses:

a, Destroyed
(1) Junks or sampans L8l

(2) Structures £85

(?) Rice lh tons
b, Damaged

(1) Junks or sampans 129

(2) Structures 383

¢, Captured
(1) Junks or sampans 2
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i-‘;.",' ‘.:.' 2 Friendly material losses

a, Craft damaged o%
b. Craft desiroyed O%

. % PCF 71 which sark in 10 feet of water was aalvaged,

SRy
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY
February 1969

Sea and air surveillance patrols along the coast of Scuth Vietnam
continued to maintain a highly effective barrier against the infiltration
of arms and ammnition by sea, During Februery nearly 75 percemt of the
32,L07 junks and sampans detected were checked by 15,361 inspections
and 8,894 boarmdings, Boarding operations resulted in the detetion of
696 persons for curfew or restricted area violations, improper papers,
and other suspicious activity, In addition eraft which attempted to evade
when challerged were taken under fire killing or wounding the occupants on
at least 19 occasions, Other coastal surveillance activity consisted of
1,111 detections of steel hulled vessels transiting MARKET TIME areas, No
sugpdeoious activity was disclosed by 603 close aboard inspections and 33
boardings,

Since the beginping of Operation SEA LORDS in late Octeber 1968 TF 115
"Swift" boats have steadily increased the extent of normal river patrol
operations, The expanded functions are carried out to free TF 116 PBR's
for employment elsewhere and to maintain a US/GVN presence on rivers and

canals opened by prior "Swift" boat river raids, In the Rung Sat Special

- Zone two PCF's under CTG 116,9 operational control continued routine patrols

on the Soi Rap detecting 2,210 craft and ecarrying out 703 inspections and
1,053 boardings, In addition the PCF's assigned inshore patrol stations off

the lower Sol Rap and Long Tau patrolled on these rivers until 20 February,
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On 18 February one "Swift" boat under the operational control of CTG 194,9
began patrols on the "handle™ of GIANT SLINGSHOT, the Vam Co River, Here

1,006 craft were detected and L86 inspections and 218 boardings carried out, ; jk
As in prior months "Swift" boat patrols contirmed on more than 70 miles of -
the lower Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers under the operational control of

CTG 115.3.

During the entire month 2 to 3 PCF's in company with an ATC maintained
routine patrcls on the Rach Giang Thanh éovering that portion of the Rach
3iang Thanh/Vinh Te Canal interdiction barrier ilong the Cambodian border,

In addition,; patrols and operations in support of ground forces began to

take place on a near daily basis on the Bay Hap and Cua Lon rivers in southern
Ca Mau Peninsula, Near mid-February PCF's in the First Coastal Zone also
beran conducting patrols on the Cua Dai River, 26 miles southeast of Danang,

Craft patrolling on all rivers carried out numerous gunfire support
missions and participated in frequent ground operations by providing blocking
patrols and landing or recovering troops, The latter aspect of operating ;'
with reconnaisance troops and embarking a reaction force on river incursions -
and raids marked a significant change in the nature of TF 115 river opera-
tions, Enemy forces initiating fire fights with "Swift" boats now often
fird themselves under attack by troops supported by the concentrated fire
power provided by the PCF's,

» Naval gunfire by TF 115 units scored heavily against enemy forces and

installations again in February, Destruction of enemy junks. and sampans
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was especially high and hurt “he Viet Cong primary means of mobility in the
areas of TF 115 operations, A total of 758 naval gunfire missions including
targets engaged on nearly 50 river raids and patrols resulted in the destruc-
tion of 1,037 jurnks and sampans and 1,006 structures and bunkers plus another
877 junks/sampans/structures/bunkers damaged, Enemy personnel losses came
to 131 killed (94 by body count plus 37 estimated), 50 wounded, and 9 cap=-
tured, In 28 hostile fire incidents and two mine detonations TF 115 units
sustained one killed (one Mobile Strike Force soldier) and 2l wounded (ine
cluding one CBS newsman and one Mobile Strike Force soldier), Material losses
came to & "Swift" boats damaged and one sunk which was later salvaged,

On 1 February four PCF's carried out combined operations with EOD per-
sonnel and RF/PF troops from Cai Nuoc along the Bay Hap River on the west
side of the Ca Mau Peninsula, At a point two miles up river PCF's 21, 50,
72 and 93 came under AK-L7 sniper fire which was suppressed with no friendly
casualties, After embarking the RF/PF units at Cai Nuoc approximately 8 miles
up the river the craft proceeded another three miles to a canal running south

toward the Cua Lon River, On the canal several bunkers and two barricades

*.2re discovered and destroyed by the EOD team, After sweeping along the

canal for approximately four miles the RF/FF's reboarded the #Swift" boats
for the return trip to Cai Nuoe, On the way back to the open sea targets
of opportunity were fired on, Results of the day's operation totaled 15
bunkers, 3 structures, 5 sampans, 2 barricades, and LOO pounds of rice de=-

stroyed; 5 bunkers, 16 structures, and 3 sampans heavily damaged; and one
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_§ Viet Cong suspect detained, On the 3rd a similar operation was conducted
: by PCF!'s 5, L3 and 50 for the second of eight incursions on the Bay Hap
during the month,

At the month's end preparations were underway for basing a SEAL pla-
toon at Cai Nuoc as a particularly cignificant operation tock place on the
28th, A three PCF operation had encountered intense hostile rocket and auto-
matic weapons fire from positions three miles from the river mouth on the
evening of the 27th wounding one crewman on PCF 23, On the morming of the
28th PCF's 23, L3 and 9L again entered the river and embarked RF/PF's from
Cai Nuoc for a probe of the enemy positions, Landing parties from PCF's 23
and 94 discovered fresh spider holes and much empty brass in the area as
PCF L3 provided cover from the river, After E(D personnel destiroyed two
bunkers the landing parties were reembarked for another probe three miles
further up river, Heavy small arms fire was met as the planned landing
area was neared, With 30 troops on board each craft the three "Swift" boats
responded immediately by turning toward and beaching opposite the enemy posie-
tions, This surprise maneuver caused the Viet Cong to stand and run, fole
lowed closely by the RF/PF's, As the action moved up river PCF's 23 and L3
followed and again came under hostile fire, Again the enemy positions were
charged with PCF 93 joining in the action, With the RF/PF's already ashore
this time PCF crewmen went ashore in pursuit of the enemy, During this

G phase of the action one Viet Cong was killed and his still loaded rocket

launcher captured, Total results of the day's actien included 30 sampans,
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15 structures, 7 bunkers, 12 tons of rice, 1 still, and 50 gallons of liquor
destroyed; 2 sewing machines, 6 individual weapons, one rocket launcher, small
arms ammunition, enemy psyops material, a man, a woman, and a child captured;
and 10 Viet Cong killed (L by PCF's and 6 by RF/FF's), There were no friendly
casualties and the "Swift" boats received only minor damage,

On 11 February, 10 PCF's teamed with an LFR;, an IST, an MSO, a WPB, a
WHEC, an airborne spotter;, Air Force jets, and Mobile Strike Force (MSF)
troops to carry out eight hours of operations on the southern portion of the
Ca Mau Peninsula, After preparatory navsl gunfire by USCGC WACHUSET (WHEC LL),
USCGC POINT CYPRESS and USS WHITE RIVER (LFR 536) the river incursions began
at 1223, Al the mouth of the Rach Duong ﬁeo PCF's L3, Ll and Tl proceeded
approximately 2 % miles up river while 20 MSF troops swept up the east river
bank, Also starting from the same point PCF's 3, 10, and 31 proceeded about
two miles up the Trum Gong River for a psyops broadcast, At the same time
10 miles to the east-northeast PCF's 23, 53, 60, and 103 entered the Rach
Nang and in just four minutes camerunder heavy hostile fire from the south
bark about one mile up river, With PCF 103 takinz two rocket rounds in the
port engine and PCF 60 hit in the bow below the waterline all four craft
turned back down river snd cleared the mouth about 15 minutes later, Two
men were slightly wounded in this engagement, one each from PCF's 60 and 53, 1
Then an effort to save PCF 60 which was starting to settle by the bow con=-
tinued for over an hour, Finally when a P=250 was brought from the POINT CY-

PRESS BY PCF LL the flooding was brought under control with the bow already
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below the surface, Temporary repairs were then made by WHITE RIVER as

the remaining undamaged craft assembled for another venture up the Rach
Nang after the enemy positions were hit by air strikes and naval gunfire
in the early afternmoon, At 1625 PCFis 3, 10, 31, L3, Lli, and 71 with the
MSF troops embarked headed up river, The troops were landed at the river
mouth and contact was soon riade as PCF 71 took a rocket hit on the port
side, By 1630 the troops had surrounded the enemy firing position, In
the ensuing fire fight two Viet Cong were killed and another probably
killed before the enemy retreated up river with the MSF unit in pursuit
i':i until darkness forced breaking contact, In addition 3 crewmen on PCF 10
were wounded by broken glass, Efforts to beach PCF 71l after clearing the
river failed and the "Swift" boat sank in ten feet of water a half mile
south of the river mouth, Other enemy losses to PCF and MSF forces during
the day came to 27 bunkers, 20 clgymore mines, 28 grenades, one structure,
and one sampan destroyed: 2 AK-L7 rifles captured; and numerous bunkers 3
damaged, One MSF soldier was wourded,

On 12 February PCF's 18, 39, and 99 entered the Cua Dal and proceeded
to Hol An in company with three Yabuta junks of Coastal Group 1L, At Hoi An
a pre-Tet concert was performed by the Third Marine Amphibious Force drum
and bugle corps in the market place, Other psyops activities were carried
out as tapes were broadcast and numerous materials were passed out, On the
transit back to sea targets of opportunity were taken under fire and light

hostile fire encountered causing no damage or casualties,

Enclosure (3 )




DECLASSIFIED

~CONFIDENTIAL —
“CONFEDENTIAL————

On the 2lth PCF 67, while on patrcl on the Co Chien River, received
a request to provide transportation for the Naval Intelligence Liaison
Officer, Tra Vinh, After proceeding tbovt 2 miles up the Tra Vinh Canal
from the river the "Swift" boat's stern was lifted out of the water and two
crewmen thrown overboard by a command detonsted mine, After recovering the
two men from the canal PCF 67 proceeded back to the Co Chien where PCF 22
arrived to provide assistance, After the flooding could not be controlled
PCF 67 was beached at Coastal Group 35, Three of the six men wounded were
placed on PCF 22 and the other three went to Coastal Group 35 for medevac,
After the flooding was brought under comtrol PCF 71 made temporary repairs and

proceeded to Vinh Long escorted by PCF 57,
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,RIVER PATRQL FORCE SUMMARY
Pebruary 1969

In February, in addition to resources control and interdiction patrols
on the rivers and canals of the Delta and RSSZ, GAME WARDEN forces con-
tinued to support Operation SEA LORDS by conducting interdiction operations
in the Rach Gia, Vinh Te Canal, Barrier Reef and Giant Slingshot campaigns.

Enemy initisted incidents were relatively infrequent for most of the
month and were lowest during the enemy-declared truce period of 15-22
February in honor of the Tet holidays. Intelligence sources continued to
lcok for the start of a new enemy offensive during the period around Tet.
The attacks launched by the enemy throughout the country in the early
morning hours of 23 February were evaluated as ths beginning of the new
offensive. After the initial attacks enemy activity against Naval forces
remained substantial for about five days. The last day of the month
showed a noticeable decline to the level of the pre-offensive period.

Some intelligence reports advise that the offensive may be accomplished
in several phases. One report ststes that captured documents indicate
there are to be three phases, of 5, 10, and 19 days respectively.

There were seven enemy atts.ks on commercial shipping during the
month. All of these occurred during the period 23-27 February. The
5SS OCALA VICTORY on 23 February was attacked twice, once 20 miles south-
east of Saigon (¥YS 100 645) ard the second time when 11 miles southeast

of the capital (XS 995 765). The first attack was believed to be a
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command detonated mine that caused no damage to the ship; the second was
an RPG attack that alsc caused no damage., The same day, the S5 ANGKOR
came under RPG attack when about 11 miles southeast of Saigon (XS 985 763)
with nc damage incurred. On 24 February, 17 miles southeast of Saigon
(YS O41 681) the SS LAWRENCE VICTORY and the SS EIWELL were passing in
midstream on the Long Tau River when they came under hostile RFG attack
from the east bank of the river. No hits were taken and there were no
casualties. On 27 February in a four hour period three differeni. ships
on the Long Tau came urder hostile rocket attack. The SS AMARIA was

,T_ fired on 104 miles from Saigon (XS 988 775). One rocket hit the ship
causing minor damage. The Japanese ship WACO MARU received two rocket ;
rounds 13% miles from Saigon (Y¥S O48 722), taking one direct hit and

incurring minor damage. The previously mentioned LAWRENCE VICTORY

Q"' v T

received 7 rockets from a point 18 miles southeast of Saigon (IS 038 648),
taking two hits on the starboard side and suffering minor damage. There
b were no friendly personnel casualties during any of these attacks. Enemy
casualties as a result of PBR and Seawolf return fire are unknown.

During this reporting period GAME WARDEN units detected 168,448 craft
and conducted 36,820 inspections and 53,435 boardings. This is slightly
-{ less than a 2 percent decrease over last month's detections. Although there
A has been a detrease in the rmumber of detections made by GAME WARDEN forces
over the past few months, this is explained by the fact that TF 116 units

have been called upon to support various SEA LORDS operations, Their former
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station and the responsibility for resources and population control on the

lower parts of the rivers of the Delta have been assumed by TF 115 units,
Undted States Navy fatalities for the! month'were six; a forty percent

decrease from last momth's figure, The enemy, in the meantime, suffered

an almost Y1 percent increase in his fatalities, This month's enemy killed

were 189 (body count) and 121 (probable),
About 0100 on 3 February a group of SEALs were inserted by LSSC on

an island 1] miles west of My Tho (XS 325 408). The LSSC and the two
PBR's in company then placed a blockade around the area while the SEALs
began a house to house search. One Viet Cong was uncovered in a spider-
hole and utilized as a guide for the rest of the search. They followed
a foot print trail into heavy brush at the edge of the island, attempted
to get the Viet Cong to come out of the brush and failing,opened firc on
the area. Four Viet Cong were killed and another was wounded. Thirteen
Vietnamese males were detained as a result of the house search. After
interrogation of the detainees, nine were released, two were classified
Viet Cong on their own admission and two others were listed as draft
dodgers. The four prisoners were turned over to the My Tho police for
disposition.

As part of Operation KEEL HAUL, on the evening of 11 February, three
ambushes were set up along the Vam Co Dong River, utilizing two PBR's
at each location. A roving patrol of two PER's was established on the

river, remaining in the area of operations. The roving patrol, PBR's
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40 and 123, were proceeding north on the river to rendezvous with tango
boats, also part of the operation, when they came under heavy rocket f
and automatic weapons fire from the west bank of the river about 9 miles .
northwest of Duc Hoa (XS 468 038), The enemy ambush area was estimated
to be 4LOO meters long and contained four B-40 rocket positions and s
10-12 automatic weapons positions. The lead boat, PBR 125, received .
one B-4LO rocket hit on the forecastle centerline cleat., PBR LO, the
cover boat, received two B-LO rounds in the stern sheet area. The
cﬁver boat ran aground on the east bank of the river at full speed
ending up 25-30 meters inland of the beach. Initial U.S. casualties i
were one wounded on the lead boat; one killed, one missing, and two
wounded, one of them critically; en the cover boat. The critically
wounded sailor subsequently died of wounds and the sailor listed as
missing was later found dead. PBR's from oneof the ambush sites raced
to the scene. With the arrival of the tango boats, 60 troops from
C Company, 2/27th Infantry were inserted for perimeter security for
salvage operations. Two alfa boats and two tango boats were needed
to pull the PBR off the beach. After successfuly freeing the boat
it was towed to Tra Cu. While searching for the missing in action ezailor, ‘°1
a smsll enemy arms cache was discovered. Enemy casualties for this en- -f;
counter are unknown.

During early afternoon of 16 February, 17 miles west of Duc Hoa on

the Vam Co Dong River (XS 490 965), PBR's 753 and 754 received one
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recoilless-rifle round and three rockets from the east bank of the river.
PBR 753 sustained hits portside forward of the coxswain's flat, resulting
in a holing of the hull and a fire aboard the boat. Both crews fought the
fire until it became uncontrollable; the boat was thern abandoned and the
crew boarded PER 754. The PBR was engulfed in flame and remained in
mid-stream circling out-of-control finally beaching on the east bank of
the river. After the ammunition and fuel tanks blew up the PBR sank.
Two personnel were wounded slightly in the attack. Enemy casualties
are unknown. o
The following day, 3 miles southwest of Duc Hoa, (XS 562 93L) in the
early afternoon, PBR's 842 and 754 came under rockef. and automatic weapons
fire. PBR 754 was hit in the coxswains' flat, killing the boat captain
and wounding three of the crew., The PER's left the ares for medevac and
were replaced by another patrol acting as.on scene commandsr for LHFT
and artillery fire. Enemy casualties are unknown.
On 19 February, 9 miles east of Tan An (XS 700 668), TU 195,9.5 was
in night waterborne ambush position on the west bank of the Vam Co Dong
River. The boat at the southern end of the ambush sighted three sampans,
with four occupants each, enter the river from a small canal on the east
bank and proceed north staying near the east bank. The PER's illuminated
the sampans and took them under fire. No return fire was r,ec':eived. The "
sampans were pulled from the bank to the middle of the river for inspect-

ion. Eight of the Viet Cong were killed and the other four were listed
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as probable kills. Three AK-47's and a box of assorted medicines and
documents were recovered from the sampans. There were no U. S. casual-
ties.
Six PER's were requested by the senior sector advisor of Tra Cu to -
block a canal three to five miles west of Tra Cu (XR 305 702 to XR 335
714) on the early afternoon of 24 February. The request was initiated
as a result of the inability of pinned down RF/PF forces to pursue
Viet Cong troops escaping from the firefight area. The PER's had
previously been requested to place 60-mm mortar fire into the same area
in support of the Vietnamese troops. The PBR's requested Seawolf cover
for the incursion. With the arrival of two Seawolves, the PRR's entered
the canal. Light automatic weapons fire was encountered and the PER's
returned and suppressed the fire. The Seawolves placed strikes in the
same areas and at targets along the canal designated by a forward air
controller (FAC) on the scene. As the PERR's advanced up the canal,
they took armed evading pefsonnel under fire, killing 11, one of which f 
was a Viet Cong tax extortionist, and wounding another. The Seawolves A
returned to their IST for replenishment and returned to the area upon
its completion. Whey they returned the PBR's departed from the canal
and the Seawolves placed strikes on targets of orportunity as designated
by FAC. Seawolves strikes accounted for an additional 16 of the enemy
killed. There were no U. 5. casualties.

Reacting to intelligence of a Viet Cong wedding to be held on 25 %
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February, with 20-30 VCI/guerr.ilas in attendance, four PBR's embarked
30 PFt's and 1), National Police from Cal Be and proceeded to the area
7 miles northeast of Vinh Long (XS 157 408). At the same time 30 troops
of 2/39th Infantry Battalion, U. S. NINTH Division proceeded to the area
by helo. As the boats approached the landing area 25 e¢ivilians, apparently
part of the wedding ceremony, scattered into the interior of the island.
The troops from the boats began immediate pursuit and the PBR's spread out
to block the area from the river. Ammy troops inland had scattered con-
tact shortly after landing but the Viet Cong broke off immediately, A
ﬂ;A sampan with three males aboard left the landing area and headed south,
| ignoring the warning shots of the PBR's, #s the sampan approached the south
bank it was taken under direct fire. One male Jumped from the sampan and
;h- started swimming to the beach. He was taken under fire and killed. The
o sampar. was apprehended and the two occupants were turned over to U. S. Army
S-2 Cai Be. The troops continued the cordon and search and several Viet
Cong and the bride in the wedding ceremony were captured. One Chieu Hoi
to USA troops stated he could lead them to his weapon. The troops returned
inland with the Chieu Hoi while the PBR's extrncted the PF's and National
Police. Returning to shore witn the Chisu Hoi and his weapon for pickup
by the PER, the Amy troops encountered one Viet Cong squad and killed
two of them in the resulting fire fight. A total of five Viet Cong were
detained. There were no friendly casualties,

At the request of the Tra On senior sector advisor two Seawolves were
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scrambled, in mid-morning 24 February, to support U.S.-advised troops
in heavy contact with the enemy within three kilometers of the Tra On
(XR OLL OLE - XR OL7 O4L6). The Vietnamese troops were being pinned
down by a crew served automatic weapon., The LHFT placed multiple strikes »
in the area and received heavy automatic weapons fire on eacn pass. After :
rearming and refueling, the Seawolves delivered the HA(L)-3 flight surgeon
to treat 14 friendly wounded, then placed additional strikes in support f.;
of the troops. The Seawolves were credited with 20 Viet Cong killed.
Before returning to Binh Thuy, they embarked four of the Vietnamesse

wounded for medevac to Can Tho.

T
g g ) v

While patrolling the Vinh Te Canal on the night of 27 February, the
lead boat of TU 116.5.2 was struck by an underwater explosion 16 miles
southwest of Chau Doc (VS 925 685)., The mine exploded under the stern
of the boat throwing three of the crewmembers overboard and knock ing
the boat captain and patrol officer to the deck. The gates were jammed
open as a result of the explosion and the boat beached. Seawolves were
scrambled and the cover boat picked up the personnel in the water. Two i;
PER patrols; one from Tinh Bien and the other from an ambush position
east of Tinh Bien arrived on the scene and secured the area around the
PBR and landing zone. The Seawolves medevaced three of the crew to
Chau Doc. Harassment and interdiction fire from the Ba Xoai Special
Forces camp was spotted into the field between the border and the mining
site. The mined PR was taken under tow to Tinh Bien. No enemy fire was

= received during the entire incident.
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMMARY
February 1969

Twenty-five river assault craft of River Division 91 were turned
over to the Vietnamese Navy on 1 February, in ceremonies alongside
USS BENEWAH (APB - 35), flagship of CTF 117, Vice Admiral Zumwalt,
COMNAVFORV, CHNAVADGRU and Commodore Chon, Vietnamese Chief of Naval Oper-
ations presided. As of 1 February, River Assault Division 91 was dissclved.

MRF activity continued in the sgme pattern establizhed in recent
months with MRG "A" supporting units of the 2nd Brigsde, U. S. Sth In-
fantry Division in Kien Hea Province, and MRG "B" roving the lower Delta
in support of Vietnamese Infantry and Marine Corps operations.

After several months hiatus, enemy initiated fire fights (ENIFF's) re-
sumed on 16 February against MRG "A" assault craft in Kien Hoa Province.
Naval craft came under attack 1L times during the month. The increased
enemy activity in Kien Hoa is reflected in the substantial increase in
his losses, an average of 23 KIA per day. Unevaluated for the most part,
are the results of MRF return and suppression fire,

Although MRG "B" craft came under attack 13 times during the month,
ground cantact during operations or after quick reactiomm insertions was
in general, light, as the enemy remained elusive.

Twenty-nine river assault craft of RAD 92 continued to work in the
GIANT SLINGSHOT Operation area, supporting troop 1ift of CIDG (Civilian
Irregular Defense Group), PRU, RF/PF and U, S, Army units along with es-
cort and patrol dvties. MRF forces along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong
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Rivers incurred enemy hostile fire il times during the month.

Enemy swimmer activity within each of the mobile riverine bases was
observed on six separate occasions by vigilant lookouts. Hull insped-
tions revealed negative results on all occasioms.

The following table indicates the extent and diversity of MRF boat
assignment during a typical day in February:

ACTIVITY/OPERATION MRF CRAFT ASSIGNED

ASPB ATC MON CCB REFUELLER

2nd Brigade, U. S. 9th

Infantry Division (MRG "A") 15 31 5 1 2

Lth Battalion VNMC (MRG "B") L 6 3 i

Operation GIANT SLINGSHOT i 11 3 L

Task Unit 116.5.L 2 2

Task Group 115.L 1 : '

MRG "A" Base Defense 1 16 1 1

MRG '"B" Base Defense 5 1l 1 ped 1 ;

Casualty Reports 1 11 5

Overhaul/Conversion/Backfit 1 8 3 1
Totals: ™ %™ T 5T -

Transferred to Vietnamese Navy
1 February: 8 13 3 1




oo

TASK GROUP 117.1 OPERATIONS

Standard watermobile, airmobile and infantry activity continued this
month as MRG "A" operated primarily in several districts of Kien Hoa Pro-
vince.

Infantry troops experienced occasionally heavy contact and the high- | :
est monthly casualty total on record was inflicted on the enemy as he
lost 678 killed, 8 wounded and 19} detained. U. §. casualties were 26
killed (1 USN, 25 USA) and 187 wounded (35 USN, 152 USA). Navy casual-
ties mounted as the enemy reinstituted attacks against MRG "A" azsault o
craft on the Ben Tre and Ba Lai Rivers, Enemy initiated fire fights Sy
(ENIFF's) began on 16 February and continued throughout the month.

On two occasions, RAC came under particularly heavy and well-aimed
fire during INIFF's originating from river banks. At 1230 on 2L February,
while enroute to landing sites with Delta Company of the 3/L7 Infantry
embarked, wnits of RAD 131 received combined rocket and automatic weapons
fire from both banks of the Song Ba Lai, at a position three miles north-
east of Ben Tre (X5539 363). Six craft were hit resulting in 11 UN
wounded (none serious) and only light damage to the boats. Fire was re-
turned and suppressed with unknown results. On 27 February, RAD 112,
enroute to beach sites on the Seng Ba Lai with ALFA Company of the 3/60th
Infantry aboard, came under heavy rocket, recoilless rifle and automatic
weapons fire from both banks at a position four miles northeast of Ben Tre

(XS 575 347). Fire was returned and suppressed. Twelve USN were wounded
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in this encounter (8 minor, L serious) and one VC was killed. Five of
the assault craft received hits.

Enemy swimmers with SCUBA gear were sighted within close proximity
of the USS VERNON COUNTY (LST 1161) at MRB ALFA, at Dong Tam, on two
successive days - at 1635 on the 25th and at 2120 on the 26th. A swimmer
was sighted climbing out of the water on the 25th. He was taken under
fire by a 3/60th Infantry sniper on board APL96 and was listed as a pro-
bable VC killed. In both cases cancussion grenades were dropped into the
water. Subsequent hull inspections by EOD personnel had negative results.

A Viet Cong attempt to emulate the MRF occasioned disastrous results.
Two platoons of Alfa Company, 3/60th Infantry in night positions along
the Rach An Binh, three miles southeast of Mo Cay (XS 501 157), detected
three large motorized sampans moving northward along the waterway, recan-
ning the banks by fire. The soldiers quickly set up an ambush and took
the sampans under fire. Twenty-one of the enemy were killed and three
Sampans were captured. There were no U. S. casualtiesy

TASK GROUP 117.2 OPERATIONS

Water blockades along the Song Can Tho and Kinh Xa Mo in Fheng Dinh _ b
Province, begun 30 January, cantinued this month. The 21st ARVN Infantry
Division had been conducting reconnaissance-in-forte operations to pre-
vent massing of VC forces in the area. The RAC, working in conjunctien
with elements of the 21st ARVN Infantry Division, established a water
blockade along the Song Can Tho from the Cai Rang Bridge (WS 8276.‘(.")'5.9) in
Phong Dinh Province to a point eight. miles. wast of CanTho. (WS ?10 100).. .
and aleng the Kinh Xa Mo from Thuan Mon (WR 6&3 923) +o the :]unct.ion of

ar ey

the "Kinh Xa Mo  and Seng " Can Tho. One company each of the
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2nd Battaliori Vietnamese Marine Corps and the 295th Phong Dinh Regional
Force Company were embarked as ready reaction forces. During the opera=-
tion, which lasted until the morning of 3 February, a total of 7,659 sam-
pans were processed resuiting in 62 detainees, 3 of which were confirmed
Viet Cong. Ground forces raported only light and sporadic camtact"
throughout.

On 23 February, RAS 15 commenced operations in Tam Binh District of
Vinh Long Province in support of units of the 9th ARVN Infantry Divisien.
Mission objectives were to destroy enemy bunkers and defensive positions
in enemy base area 478 and to conduct riverine assault and eagle float
operations as part of an extensive 9th ARVN Infantry campaign to drive
the VC from the area. Enemy resistance was encountersd early, as two
B-LO rocket grenades were fired at the RAC at 1255 on the 23rd, shortly
after backloading trocps banks of the Rach Ba Ke, three miles north of
Tan Binh (X3 082 177). One rocket hit the coxswain's flat on A-152-1
wounding two sailors. The craft returned and suppressed the fire. One
company of troops was landed as a reaction force and established light
contact, killing two VC and capturingone B-LO launcher and ocne AK-47.
One ARVN soldier was killed and two wounded, Supporting helicopter gun-
ships and fixed-wing aircraft placed strikes on the enemy positions af-
ter the RAC departed the area. The aircraft destroyed six bunkers, dam-
aged four and observed three secondary explosions. Frequent troop inser-

tions gained light and sporadic contact as the operation continued. Momitor
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o 105-mm howitzer and LHFT fire imto suspected enemy troop concentrations
produced several large secondary explosions, Thus far in February, RAS 15
units in the Tan Binh area have received hostile fire 10 times; one sailor
has been killed and 19 wounded; 10 Viet Cong are known dead, MR} "B" EOD
personnel have destroyed 132 bunkers along riverbanks as the operation con-
tinues into March,

Enemy swimmer Sightings occurred within MRG "B" on 5, 7, and 9 February,

In each case, results of swimmer search and hull investigations were negative,
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USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
February 1969

MARKET TIME GAME WARDEN  MOBIIE RIVERINE FORCE
Detections 37,03k 168,L48 %
Inspections 17,153 36,820 5,498
Boardings 10,150 53,435 *
Craft detained * 0 »
Persons detained 696 667 276 + 21%»
Viet Cong suspects 56 38 *
Hostile fire incidents 28 #* 27 + 1l

Enemy casualtiess

a, Killed 131 (9L BC + 37 EST)

19L(BC)+131 (PROB) 706(BC) + LL(PROB)/Sw*

b, Wounded 50 5(BC)+ 12 (PROB) *
¢, Captured 9 13 17
USN casualtiess
a, Killed Ot 6 (DoW) 2 USN/26 USA/+ 1 USN#
b, Wounded 2y 87 L6 usN/156 USA
¢, Captured 0 0 0
d, Missing 0 0 .2 USA
Enemy material losses:
a, Destroyed:
(1) Junks or sampans 1,037 132 Lo/+ 9
(2) Structures 1,006 227 T96/+ 23%%
b, Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans 2 20 1t
(2) Weapons o) See page 2 67
(3) Ammunition (rounds) 0 See page 2 35,390/+ 68,LL0%%
(L) Rice (tons)ll(destroyed) See page 2 N
¢, Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans 233 51 *
(2) Structures 6Ll 164 #
USN material losses:
a, Destroyed: .
(1) Surface craft i 1 0
(2) Helicopters 0 0 *
b, Damaged:
(1) Surface craft 73 3l D7 /G
(2) Helicopters 0 3 »*
SAR missions % # *
Remarks: * Not available
%% Occurred on Giamt Slingshot operations
##% In addition there were 1 USA KIA, 1 USA WIA & 1 CBS mewsman
WIA on TF 194 (MARKET TIME Raider) operations,
e PCF Tl sank on 1 February and was later saivaged
#300%  Includes 1 ATC capsized not as a result of enemy action
GROTP L4 Enclosure ( 6)
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TF 116 Captured Weapons/Ammunition

a Individual weapons
Grenades
107-mm rockets (complete)
RPG=7 rocket rounds
B-l0 rockets
B=l1 rockets
Water mine (100 1bs)
Land mines
% 1b blocks of C=L
1L Bangalore torpedo
10 Clips/magazines for individual weapons
637 Small arms rounds
1 Box Chicom machine-gun ammo

FoH OO0 N0

TF 116 Captured Foodstuffs

600 1bs Rice
1,080 1bs Salt
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
- February 1969

FORIE

Vietnamese Navy

The Vietnamese Navy encountered moderate enemy activity throughout
most of the month of February with an increase in harrassment, mortar,

mining, and sapper attacks commencing 23 February when the announced Viet
Cong Tet cease fire was over, These attacks appeared to be intended as a
show of force as there was a decrease in enemy initi%ted incidents after
the 25th, The Fleet Command Ships, Coastal Force, and Riverine Units, op-
erating in their respective tactical areaajperformed a variety of missions
including patrols, escort, naval gunfire support,. logistie support,
and amphitious assaults, The increase in the rnumber of coordinated VNN/USN
operations added to an exparding Vietnamese Navy role in the war effort,
While providing greater coverage of the waterways s the expansion of the VNN ~
operations on to the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong rivers, and the Rach Giang l
Thanh and Vinh Te Canal has hampered enemy personnel and material ilnfiltra- .
tion, Intelligence sources indicate the presence of VNN forces in these .
areas has brought about improved relations with the local people,

On 1 February aboard the Mobile Riverine Force flagship, USS BENEWAH
(APB 35), Vice Admiral E, R, ZUMWALT, Jr., Commander U, S, Naval Forces,
Vietnam/Chief, Naval Advisory Group, turned over 25 U, S, Navy river craft
to the Vietnamese Navy underthe accelerated Murnover ?rOgram (ACTOV), The

_v*i . 25 vessels; three ICM "Monitors", one Command and Communications Boat (CCB),
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eight Assault Patrol Support Boats (ASPB's), and thirteen Armored Troop
Carriers (ATC's), are now divided into two Vietnamese River Assault and
Interdiction Divisions (RAID 70 and RAID 71), Their mission, as their
name implies, is to conduct river assault and assume an interdiction role
similar to efforts now being made by the U, S, Navy units in the Mekong
Deltsa, .

The initial utilization of the two RAID's was:incGIANT SLINGSHOT
Operations, RAID 70 units are stationed on the Vam Co Tay River with
one CCB, ore monitor, four ATC's, and two ASPB!'s at Tan An and four ATC's
and one monitor at Tuyen Nhon, RAID 71 units are stationed on the Vam Co
Dong River with one monitor, three ATC's, and three ASPB's at Ben Luc and':
two ATC's and three ASPB's at Tra Cu, T,

During the period 20 through 22 February the RAID units commenced the
integration into the GIANT SLINGSHOT Operation as they rendezvoused with o
TF 116 and TF 117 units presently assigned on the Vam Co rivers, After re-
celving indoctrination in tactics, training, commurications, and VNN opera-
tions center capabilities, the RAID's.were ready«to.commence operations,

Operation KEEL HAUL IL of the GIANT SLINGSHOT Operation was launched
at 211800H, On the third night of the operation, 23 February, and inte-
grated heavy convoy consisting of one VNN ASPB, ong U.,S, ASPB, and two U.S,
gfgfs with troops embarked departed Tra Cu heading south on the Vam Co
Dong River, The heavies were preceded by two U.S, PBR's in normal KEEL ;;_

HAUL fashion as the entire force assumed a convoy posture while patrolling
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the river, During the patrol an ambush unit of one VNN ASPB and one U.S,
ASPB received automatic weapons and B-LO rocket fire from both banks of
the river, Both boats sustained B-LO rocket hits resulting in two U.S.
wounded, including the U,S, advisor on the VNN boat, and two VNN personnel
wounded, who were treated at Tra Cua and returned to duty, After the fire
fight all units cleared the area and a B-52 strike was placed at the lo-
cation of the attack, Later that night Tra Cu came under attack receiving
seven rounds of 82-mm mortar, The mortar positions were pin-pointed and
taeken under fire with LO-mm cannon from a Monitor, Three secondary explosions
were sighted,

The next day the final phase of Operation KEEL HAUL IT took place, At
21LSH five Viet Cong were observed moving toward one U,S. ASPB and one VNN
ASPB, They were tsken under fire by the US/VNN force at point blank range,

The two units cleared the area and then returned for two more firing runs,

After heavy artillary was placed into the position, the two ASPB's and U,S,

PBR's made a search with negative results, KEEL HAUL IT was completed at
0030H, 25 February,

Operations to interdict personnel and material infiltrations across
the RVN/Cambodian border into RVN were expanded to include VNN units, The
Fourth Coastal Zone Commander (VNN) is in command of VNN forces consisting
of two Coastal Groups (8 Command, 23 Kien Giang, and 6 Yabuta Junks), 80
Raiders (Reaction Troops), approximately 30 persomnnel for the operational

command, and a repair/support team, The four ICVP's and two FOM's assigned
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te the Vinh Te Operation from RAG 26 which chopped to the VNN jurk force on

2l February are included in the operation, Primary support bases are the

VNN ICU at Chau Doc and the VNN AKL 451 at Ha Tien, Additional staging

sights will be established as the tactical situation dictates,

On 19 February the newly arrived jurnk advisors were given a tour of

the Vinh Te Canal by CTG 116,5 and 116,5,2, Discussions with the advisors

included operational areas of each element, recognition signals, and operating

techniques, Most of the junk operations will be limited to the Vinh Te Canal

from Chau Doc to Tien Binh, due to the present low water level, U.S. Navy

forces will cover the remaining tactical area, ’

¢
Although the first mission of the expanded operation entitled TRAN.

HUNG DAO was conducted when two VNN PCF's, two Command Junks, four Kien Giang

Jurnks, and LO Raiders patrolled up the Rach Giang Thanh from Ha Tien on the

8th of February, the newly arrived junks did not cormmence patrols until the

23rd of February, when they sailed down the Vinh Te Canal toward Tinh Bien,

Approximately three and one half miles from Tinh Bien the junks ran aground,

When the water level rose again, the junks patrolled eastward with negative

results,

Vietnamese Marine Corps

Operating in IIT and IV CTZ the Vietnamese Marine Corp (VNMC) ard their

&

V. 5. Advisors experienced light enemy contact throughout the month with the

exception of the 5th Battalion which experienced heavy fighting in the last

days of February,
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3 Brigade "A", comprised of Brigade Headquarters, lst and 6th Infantry
. Battalions, and Battery "C", VNMC Artillary Battalion, conducted reconnais-
sance in force operations under the OPCON of the 25th ARVN Division in the
vicinity of Tay Ninh, III CTZ, On 6 February the Brigade moved to Binh Duong
Province under the operational control of the S5th ARVN Division and conducted
reconnaissance missions there for the remaihder of “he month with light contact,
The 6th Battalion returned to Thu Duc OPCON to JGS and remained there until
10 February when they relieved the 2nd Battalion of Brigade "B" in IV CTZ

under the control of the 21s% ARVN Division, The 6th Battalion conducted

Joint riverire operations for the rest of the month with the 21st ARVN,
experiencing scattered enemy contact,
Brigade "B" including Brigade Headquarters, the 2nd and Lth Infantry
Battalions, and Battery "D" of the VNMC Artillery Battalion conducted riverine/
reconnaissance operations in IV CTZ throughout the month under the control
a?? of the 21st ARVN Division, Enemy contact was reported as light, The 2nc
Battalion, which was relieied by the 6th Battalion on 10 February, returned
to their base camp at Thu Duc and remained in reserve until 26 February when
the battalion was summoned 12 reinforce the long Bien Special Zone in Bien
Hoa Province, Battery "D", which was relieved on the 10th by Battalion ngn,
returned to Saigon for the rest of the month under the Capital Military Dis-
trict control,
The 3rd Battalion was initially in reserve at its base camp at Thu Duec,

On 6 February the marines commenced reconnaissanrce missions in force in Tay
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Nink and Binh Long Provinces, III CTZ, OPCON to the 2nd Brigade U, S. Air
Calvary Division, From 8 - 11 February the 3rd Battalion uncovered 12 wea-
pons and rmunitions caches which were reported to be the largest weapons
caches ever discovered by South Vietnamese troops, Included in the caches
were 2L0-mm rockets never seen before in Vietnam, The 3rd Battalioni res=
maining with the U.,S. Air Cavalry in the IIT CTZ throughout the month, par=
ticipated in reconnaissance missions with very little additional.results,

The 5th Battalion operated under the 16th ARVN Division in ITI CTZ,
Conducting reconnaissance operations, the battalion encountered light con=
tact through 22 February, On 23 February the 3rd Battalion was placed under
OPCON of the Long Bien Specinl Zone by the Commanding General III Corps,
While providing security for the Bien Hoa POW Camp and acting as a reserve
force for the Long Binh Special Zone, the battalion made comtact with NVA
regulars on 26 and 27 February, The two dgy battle was the scene of heavy
fighting as 15L of the enemy died and 2l were captured, Friendly casualties
included four marines killed and 29 wounded,

Battery "A" of the Artillery Battalion, underwent training at the Duc
My Training Center, Duc My, Vietnam, the first part of February and remained A

at their base camp at Thu Duc under the JGS for the rest of the month,
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a VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY
- . Febrvary 1969
2
' VIETNAMESE NAVY :
Daily Average Searched Detained
Oper Empl Junks People Junks People
COASTAL FORCE ' : gk
T 38,6 38,0 13,653 55,070 6 90
II 18,0 16,9 eli;70h  6li;506 2l 219
I 52,3 52.1 6,87h 20,93 18 56
v 56,9 56,2 L7l 15,757 pn 166
Sub-Totals:  U9,972 156,276 72 531
: #FIEET COMMAND ' : s
“PATROL SHIDS 33,1 26,1 1,992 6,806 5 L
- RIVERINE AREA
CRAFT  118,L 117,0 5,750 18,928 0 0
#GEN RESERVE
RCE 55.9 L9.6 3,047 9,791 _0 _0
TOTAIS: 60,761 191,8m 77 535
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:
VC/NVA KIA: 2LL Captured: 38 Suspects detained: 8
VNMC KIA: 28 WIA: 193 MIA: 0
# Provided 77 gunfire support missions,
# Includes RAG 27, RTEG and RPG 51,
' a4
’ GROUP L Enclosure ( 8)

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
' Declassified after 12 years




UNCIASSIFIED s

PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTION OPERATICNS
" FEBRUARY 1909

During the manth another step was taken to thwart the persistent
enemy propaganda which proclaims that American forces are would-be con-
querors who seek to replace the French colmialists. Many signs
throughout the country announce the presence of various U. S. installa-
tions or truck routes. In the past, these signs have been printed al-
most exclusively in English. In an effort to maintain the proper GVN/US
relationship, all signs were made bi-lingual, with English auboxﬁinate
to the Vietnamese. In itself, this appears a rather insignificant move

but, in reality, any action that denies the enemy a source of propaganda

and, at the same time, enhances the image of the South Vietnamese govern= w

ment with the populace, is important to the psychological operations ef- y
o

fort. .'

Loudspeaker broadcasts continued to be highly utilized this month
with an estimated 1100 hours of broadcastis reported. For the most part,
these Lroadcasts have been very effectire. On 25 February, PER's playria B
three hours of broadcast tapes in the Tva Cu District of Vinh Binh “ro-
ince, stressing the heavy VC battle losses that occurred in that area on
the 2°rd. The following merning, two males and ocne female ral'ied to
Coastal Group 36, statirg that they rallied as a resul'i‘. of t'.e previous
night's broadcasts. Conversely, a Hoi Chan who rallied to the USS

HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) on the 18th st...ed that the FE. broadcasts and
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leaflet drops were ineffective in his area.(the Cu Lao Dung Island/Long
Phu District of Ba Xuyen Province) which is directly across the Bassac
River from the first incident mentioned. In part, this apparent contra-
diction may be explained because the second rallier comes from a VC-Con=-
trolled area where people are not permitted to pick up or read the leaf-
l2ts; also, PBR's have recently conducted extensive offensive operaticms
in cooperation with local district forces in that area during the past
month.

The pericd of Tet provided an excellent opportunity for participa- ﬂ.
tin in Civiec Action. In Danang, the Naval Support Activity provided '
1,000 family packages to the mayor of Danang for digtribution to needy
families. These packages contained rice, cloth and fruit and the con- |
tents were purchased on the local market at a cost of 1,200,000 VN$.

This act not only helped the poor but also stimulated the local economy.
The PCF's of TG 115.L,.in a similar act, presented 125 Tet packages to
the village chief of Tra Pho Village (VS530 552) for distribution to his
people.

The enemy attacks on 23 February caused a major setback to the Civie
Action program in the Danang area. The Civic Action Lumberyard, its en-
tire supply of lumber and cement and several vehicles, generators, hand
tools and cther miscellaneous gear valued at $110,000 were completely
destroyed. Every effort is being made to acquire new supplies and equip=

ment to get the program moving again.
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8 MEDCAPS during the month were estimated to have treated 23,000 per-
; sonnel. A total of 30 Hoi Chanhs rallied to the Naval Forces.
: i

gt
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