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OPERATIUN SEA LURDS SUMMAnY DECLASSIF!FD

During the month of August, Uperation SEA LURDS, combining the efforts
of elements of the Coastal Surveillance, River Patrol, and Mobile riverine
Forces (the latter for the last time since it was disestablished on 25 Aug-
ust) in coordination with other U.S. and Vietnamese Forces, placed increased
emphasis on interdicting enemy infiltration routes from Cambodia. At the
same time these forces continued to pacify vital trans-Delta waterways and
to harrass the enemy in his base areas,

Several changes were made in the various campaigns during the month,
the first of which was on 6 August when CTG 116.1 assumed the designator CTG
194.3 and became commander of the Search Turn (Rach Gia) Campaign. At the
same time, COMRIVDIV 513 vacated CTU 116.1.3 and assumed 194.3.2 as did COM
RIVDIV 553 when he assumed 194.3.2 from CTU 116.1.,0. Hal 3 DET 8 assumed 194.3.3
in another change., The OV-10's previously under the operational control of SEA
LORDS reverted back to TF 116 although they continued to support SEA LORDS
forces. Finally, TF 117 was disestablished on 25 August with the remaining
Navy components being redesignated the Riverine Strike Group under Commander
Task Group 194.7 and taking over the responsibility for the Song Vam Co patrol
on 28 August and for the Cho Gao Canal on the last of the month.

Overall activity for the SEa LORDS campaigns increased significantly in
August with 585 enemy killed by all the SEA LORDS forces this month, August
ranks higher than any other previous month in terms of enemy casualties in-
flicted and is significantly greater than July when 354 enemy were killed (ex-
cluding Search Turn).The same is true for hostile fire incidents which in-
creased from 217 in July to 253 in August. These increased results were not
without cost to USN and VNN forces as their casualties doubled from 6 killed
and 43 wounded in July to 13 killed and 90 wounded inumssiFiED
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GIANT SLINGSHOT CAMPAIGHN

Uperation Giant Slingshot was initiated to interdict the enemy's infil-
tration of men and supplies from the "Parrot's Beak" area of Cambodia into
Vietnam. It is a cormbined operation involving the efforts of the three ma jor
U. S. Navy Task Forces (until TF 117 was disestablished on 25 August), Viet-
namese River Assault Groups, and U. S. and ARVN ground trocps. During August,
an average of 72 PBR's, 29 RAC's, 3 MSM's, and L9 VNN craft {for a total of 153)
were committed to Giant Slingshot.

Despite the fact that the number of hostile fire incidents (122 in August
versus 118 in July) and the number of two boat patrols conducted (1752 in Aug-
ust versus 1765 in July) were similar for the two months, casualties for both
sides were up significantly during August. Enemy killed by USN and VNN units
increased from 1L7 in July to 216 in August. Similarly, casualties for the
Navy forces increased from four killed and twenty-three wounded to ten killed
and sixty-nine wounded.

The TACR's for most 19L.9 Task Units were modified at the end of July
and were in effect throughout the month of August. The realignment was
made taking into consideration district boundaries, Army AO's, and artillery
fans in the respective areas in order to provide the optimum in coordination
and to eliminate any problems of mutual interference. On 28 August, CTG 19L.7
(Riverine Strike Force) assumed the TAOR for the Song Vanm Co between the
confluence Vam Co Dong/Vam Co Tay and the juncture of the Vam Co/Soi Rap
formerly patrolled by L4 ASPB's of TE 194.9.L. The new boundaries are de-

lineated on the asset locator that follows the incident narrative and SEA

LORDS statistics. DECLASSIFIED
; CORSTEERTH!
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The incident narratives which follow have been chosen to provide an

overview of activity/combat operations in the Giant Slingshot area of op-

erations:

Cn the morning of 3 August, VNN RAID 73 units picked up the Duc Hoa
District Chief, the Assistant District Chief, the Duc Hoa RF Company 362,
and the Duc Hoa District CRIP Platoon from District Headquarters and inserted
them on the west bank of the Vam Co Dong River across from Hiep Hoa. The
CRIP platoon with the District Chief and the Assistant Chief patrolled south
into 2 recently vacated VC base camp located approximately two miles south-
east of Hiep Hoa. With the aid of a metal detector, the CRIP platoon recovered
a well preserved cache containing 32 82mm mortar rounds, 12 60mm mortar rounds,
1% B-LO rockets and propellent charges, 8 cases of detonators, 2 cases of
Chicom grenades, 1 LO 1b anti-tank mine, and 1 Chicom dish type claymore mine.
Just prior to midnight on 5 August, two PBR's of TU 194.9.2 were in
waterborne guardpost positions ten miles northwest of Tan An (XS L59 732)
on the Vam Co Tay River when they observed movement on the beach. The
FBR's took the area under fire with unknown results and without receiving
return fire. The following day, local intelligence sources reported that
four VC/IVA were killed in the action, one of whom was shot in the head
and another in the abdomen. This information correspondd® te@ troop reports
of intestines and blood trails in the area.
In an operation based on intelligence reports of an enermy commo-liaison
station located approximately ten miles southeast of Ben Luc (XS 698 625),
U. 5. Navy SEAL's accompanied by two VNN IDNN's were inserted on the west
bank of the Vam Co Dong River.about a mile east of their objective by LCPL
in the evening on 6 August. Taking up positions around the target area,

the S s observed a two man armed roving patrol and 16-20 men conversing
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in hootches. At five minutes after midnight, the SEAL's initiated action and
ceased fire after 15 minutes to zllow firing runs by Seawolves and Black
Pony aircraft that had been called in and were holding in the area. Artil-
lery was called in after the airstrikes for illumination of the site while a
search was conducted that revealed four VC/NVA bodies along with numerous
blood trails, two AK-L7's, two X-5l pistols, and 30 kilos of documents. There
were no friendly casualties.

In the early evening on 6 August, an Army observation aircraft spotted
VC running along a small canal off the west bank of the Vam Co Dong River
two miles south of Hiep Hoa (XT LLO 0L2). Seawolves on patrol nearby were
vectored to the area and coordinated with a PBR patrol from RIVDIV 552. A
LRARP team in ambush positions nearby and the aircraft fired into the area
with automatic weapons. The LRRP monitored z burst of AX-47 fire directed
at the gunships from a treeline 200 meters to the south and the PBR patrol
that was standing by proceeded to the area and placed M-60 fire and LOmm
grenades into the treeline. As the gunships departed to rearm and refuel
at Duc Hoa, the FAC observed three more VC running from the area. Artillery
was then called in (reaction time of 6 minutes) resulting in one VC killed
and twoc VC probably killed. At this time, the PBR's received 2 or 3 rounds
of small arms fire from the east bank of the river and closing the bank re-
turned fire with LOmm and CS grenades. One man seen running away was taken
under fire and Wés observed as he fell into the canal by the PBR patrol
and the FAC. By now, two additional patrols of PBR's had moved in to asaist,
one of which had a LRRP team embarked which was inserted to search for

bodies. After insertion, the team heard movement and voices very near their

ngit}fﬁﬁﬁnd initiated contact with claymores and automatic weapons. The
DECLASSIFIED |
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tean marked its flanks for extraction and immediately thereafter experienced

a large explosion - possibly a booby trap or mine set off when the team
shifted positions. Cne of the PBR patrols placed fire on the team's
flanks and moved in for extraction. Due to personnel casualties among the

LRRP's

=2

they could not be immediately extracted. Another patrol of boats
moved in and PBR sailors jumped aschore to establish a landing zone for the
dust off helo while other crewmen administered first aid. Air evacuation
of seriously wounded personnel was accomplished with the now returned LHFT
providing overhead cover and later placing an additional strike on the con-
tact area. Upon completion'of the strike, additional LRRP's returned to
the contact area and retrieved the field gear of the wounded in action.
Friendly casualties amounted to two U. S. Army troops killed and four
wounded (two serious). Enemy casualties were one VC killed and three VC
probably kilied.

Cn 10 August, U. S. Havy SEAl's led by a Hoi Chan attempted recovery
of two reported intelligence caches. After insertion by LSSC and PBR six
miles northwest of Ben Luc on the east bank of the Vam Co Dong River
(Xs 558 €22), the SEAL's patrolled 300 meters to the south where they
found 70 €Zmm mortar rounds in a bomb crater. After extraction, the SEAL's
were reinserted 3': miles down river and found the second reported cache
site, however, it had been emptied within the past 72 hours.

In the morning on 12 August, two Seawolves of TU 194.9.8 were placing
a strike for U. S. Army Special Forces at Duc Hoa when they were called to
support TU 19L.9.3 units in contact two miles north of Hiep Hoa on the Vam
Co Dong River (XT 415 105). The LHFT expended remaining ammmnition, re-

turned to base and refueled, and sortied to the contact area to cover troop

DECLASSIFIE
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insertion, receiving and supressing small arms fire in the process. Upon
release by CTG 19L.9.3, the Seawolves proceeded to assist U. S. Army units
four miles southwest of Duc Foa, placing a strike on a bunker complex with
assistance from = USAT TAC. ‘hile rearming, the Seawolves were again
scrambled, this time to suppert TU 19L.9.lL units who had spotted 8-10 VC
on the river bank of the Vam Co Tay five miles west northwest of Tuyen
ihon where they placed a strike. The two Seawolves, during the morning's
operations, expended 27,000 rounds of 7.62mm and 70 2.75" rockets, Later in the
day, OV-10's from TU 116.4.9 placed an airstrike in a wooded area 8 miles west
of Muc Hoa (W8 910 915). Ground wnits broke contact to allow the airstrike,
and heliborne units cbserved the strike devastate the main enemy position
which resulted in 15 VC probably killed.

Just after midnight on the 1h4th of August, TE 194.9.5.1 units consisting
of a VI CCB and two USN ATC's were on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong 6
miles southwest of Tay Ninh with one platoon of ARVY Airborne Ready Reaction
Troops when they were called to respond to an enemy attack on an ARVN Airborne
base camp. The units made approximately ten firing runs and provided constant
illumination for the base camp.Receiving return fire on all runs, it was quickly
suppressed. The USA advisor at the base camp coordinated TACAIR, gunship,
and artillery strikes in the area where an estimated three enemy battalions
were assaulting the base. The Navy was credited with 20 out of the 73 VC
killed by body count while suffering no casualties. The ARVN lost 1L
killed and had L3 personnel wounded. In addition, the ARW captured two
VC and L2 enemy weapons.

Four PBR's of RIVDIV 592, on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong River

ten miles southeast of Tay Ninh, were ambushed just before midnight on 13

EONFHENTINI e
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August receiving heavy recoiless rifie fire. The units took several hits,
suffered personnel casualties, and attempted to clear to the south. Due to
commnications difficulties, the patrol officer transferred to the cover
boat which soon began sinking. The wounded personnel were taken off the
cover boat, but the patrol officer was not recovered. Listed as missing

in action, he was subsequently declared killed in action. Bronco aircraft
were called in and received heavy automatic weapons fire over the target.
TACAIR was then requested and placed strikes. An additional PBR patrol

was dispatched to assist, and when they arrived on the scene, they received
heavy enemy fire which resulted in one of the boats having to beach due

to excessive flooding. UWeapons and perscnnel were removed from the beached
craft without sustaining casualties. Artillery was called in and RF troops
vere lifted to the area to provide security. Salvage coperations began at
first light and by that afternoon, both boats had been recovered and one
was helo-lifted to Tra Cu, and the other was towed to Go Dau Ha. Friendly
casualties were one USN killed and eight USN and three VNN wounded. Enemy
casualties were unknown.

Two PBR's of RIVDIV 53L were on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong
River eight miles south southwest of Tay Ninh (XT 288 377) when they re-
ceived four B-LO rockets and automatic weapons fire at 2025 on 14 August.
Une of the boats took a B-40 hit which ruptured a fuel tank followed by
another hit which ignited the fuel. Crew members managed to extinguish
the blaze, but in spite of their efforts, the boat sank in about five
minutes. Both boats were able to clear the kill zone prior to the sink-

ing. Seawolves, Broncos, and artillery were called in on the area and

alternated strikes. Additional PBR's with RF troops eTigéked were sent
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to the scene to secure the area around the sunken craft, which was later
calvaged and sent to Ben Iuc. Tn the action, two USH (one serious) and
one Vil were wounded. Inemy casualties are unknown.

Thile *n transit on the Vam Co Dong River 10 miles southwest of Saigon,
one of the two VIT[ ATC's with ARV and USA troops embarked took a direct hit
in the well deck just after midnight on the fifteenth of August. The boats
beached, and the army units secured the area for dust-off helos. Jater analysis
of the shell fragments identified the round as a 75mm recoilless rifle round.
Friendly casualties amounted to six ARVN killed and 11 ARVN and three USA
wounded. There were nc enemy casualties.

The following morning at 0222, two W RAC and a U. S. Zippo on patrol
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down the contact area while the other units returned to Go Dau Ha to medevac
thelr casualties. Seawolves and Broncos were called in and placed airstrikes
in the area followed by artillery. TACAIR was requested but was unable to
put in a strike due to the low ceiling. Friendly casualties in the action
were 2 VNN killed, two USN wounded (one serious), 6 VNN wounded (two serious),
and four RF wounded (serious). Enemy casualties are unknown.

(n the morning of 17 August, PBR's and VNN RAC provided support for =
troop sweep along the Vam Co Dong River eight miles south southeast of Tay
Hinh City, the site of a previous ambush. During the sweep, the troops
found one B-40 launcher, five B-4O rockets, two B-LO boosters, one back
pack and the burned and mangled remains of three VC. Heavy blood trails
In the area indicated that at least three more bodies had been dragged

. There was no enemy contact.

WMDECLASSIFIED 3



[wo TE 194.9.5.1 ZAC were in waterborne guardpost positions on the
VYam Co Dong River west southwest of Tay Linh when an ARVN airborne base
canp nearby (XT 143 433) reported thet they were under mortar, automatic
weapons, and rifle grenade fire at 0205 on 17 August. The units immediately
commenced flanking fire nerth of the camp and a nearby PBR patrol moved
into position south of the camp and began flanking fire while two addition-
al PBR patrols were scrambled to ensure against an enemy river crossing
attempt. U. 5. Army advisors at the camp coordinated fire from afloat
units, artillery, and Bronco aircraft. At 0L10, the enemy broke contact
and retreated to the west, however, the afloat units continued to provide
illumination until daylight. A sweep of the battlefield at first light
turned up L5 NVA bodies. Two VAN were killed and three wounded in the
action along with one USN slightly wounded. General Henderson visited
Ben Keo gfter the battle and expressed his "well done" to TE 194.9.5.1
snd CV-10's for assisting the ARV airborne in repelling the attack.
4 debrief by Airborne Advisors revealed that the OV-10's were respon-
sible for repulsing a counter attack by the VC at about 0L0O.

Four Vil RAC of RATD 71 acted as a blocking force for a sweep by
the 7. 5. Army 5/60th Tnfantry Battalion troops of the 9th Division along

th

(41}

Vam Co Dong River 15 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 630 709). While

in position at 1730 on 18 August, the boats ocbserved 6 VC/NVA at the water's
edge pretending'to be dead and who attempted to evade as the boats approached
to investigate. The units beached and took the enemy under fire killing
three and wounding one but were unable to fire on two of the evadees due

to the close proximity of friendly troops. However, they were later killed

by Army personnel. Upon completion of the sweep, troops ashore had accounted

e GOMREERTIL
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for 36 VC killed by body count, & VC prisoners, and one Hoi Chan. Friendly

casualties were one USA killed and 6 USA wounded. GCround units also cap-
tured 17 AK-Li7's, one B-LO launcher, two %-5L pistols, and six mortar rounds.

Beginning at 0500 on the 20th of August, V¥ RAC of RAID 70 inserted,
supported, and extracted 300 troops from the 25th ARVN Division 18 miles
southwest of Saigon on the Vam Co Tay River (XS 635 62l). The troops had
light contact which resulted in 7 VC killed by body count and one ARVHN
wounded (minor). Five AK-L7's were also captured in the action.

In the evening on 21 August, two PBR's of 19L.9.2 inserted a seven man
Ranger team from the 9th Division, 19 miles south southwest of Saigon on the
Vam Co Tay River (XS 700 580). A little over an hour later, the team made
contact with approximately two squads of VC, and Seawolves were requested
on a standby basis., The team had come across a large complex which was later
found to be a VC hospital containing 15 beds, a mess hall, and other accomodations.
Shortly afterward, the troops came under heavy enemy fire, and Seawolves put
in airstrikes along with Broncos that had been scrambled. A second seven
man Ranger team was inserted by two more PBR's and still two more PBR's
moved in to provide a blocking force. Three additional squads of Rangers
were inserted by helo followed by airstrikes when one of the squads heard
movements on three sides of their position. There was no further action
during the night, and at first light, a sweep proved enemy casualties to be
four VC killed by body count. Two were credited to the Army and two to
Seawolves. There were no friendly casualties.

Late in the morning on 26 August, PBR's were approached by children
who showed them the location of one B-LO rocket on the bank of the Vam Co

Dong River 12 miles southeast of Tay Ninh (XT 3L6 315). Later in the
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afternoon, the units discovered three more B-LO's and a number of spider
holes in the same area, which is directly across the river from a location
which Go Dau Ha units use to medevac casualties. Apparently, the enemy
was setting up to attack the boats during a dust-off.

Acting on intelligence reports and led by a Hoi Chan, SEAL's were in-
serted on the Vam Co Dong 16 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 57hL 776) on
28 August in search of an enemy cache. Among the articles recovered were:
25 boxes of fuze ignitors and detonators, 21 grenades, 20 batteries, 50
electric blasting caps, 100 ordinary blasting caps, 18 cans of 60mm pro-
oellant, 12 mines, five satchel charges, 1,000 rounds of 30 caliber am-
mmnition. It is believed that the area was used extensively as a rear
service supply depot for local water sapper units and that the supplies
were possibly targeted against the boats that patrol this section of
river and for use against Ben Iuc Bridge. Also on 28 August, two PBR's
of TU 19L.9.3 inserted, supported, and extracted LERP Team 21 on the Vam

Co Dong River approximately 2 miles north of Tra Cu. The LRRP's initiated

contact with eight VC who were evading an Army troop sweep to the northwest.

Three VC were killed by body count, and there were no friendly casualties.

(n the 37st of August, PBR's of RIVDIV 573 were conducting a routine
canal incursion when they sighted a 55 gallon oil drum at the water's edge
seven miles east of Tuyen Nhon just off the Vam Co Tay River (XS 388 77L).

The barrel contained 227 Chicom "Potato Masher' grenades.
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Mang Thit-llicholai/Cho Gac Canal

Although 15L.6.1 (RIVDIV 535) and TU 19L.6.2 (RIVDIV 572) were com-
mitted to it, activity in the lfang Thit-ilicholai/Cho Gao Canal area of
operations (AC) was relatively light throughout the month with only four
hostile fire fights recorded. U. S. Uavy activity was aimed primarily
at establishing a 7B presence on this vital north-south waterway through
the use of routine patrols for traffic checks, night waterborne guardposts,
psyops, and medcaps in order to bring about firmer GVN control cf the area.
Support of U. S. Army and Vietnamese forces in the way of transport and
blocking forces was also provided. Navy SEAL's participated in a series
of operations in response Y0 intelligence on suspected VC PCW camps in
the area but achieved no success in locating them. There were no US cas-
ualties during the period and enemy casualties were 19 killed (two prob-
able), one wounded, and four captured. Specific incident narratives for
this campaign will be found in the River Patrol Force section of this
swnmary.

Border Tnterdiction Campaign
Tran Hung Dao and Barrier Reef Vest

Redeployment of two U. S. 9th Infantry Brigades, activation of new
VAN RATD's, and restructuring of TF 117 to become TG 19L.7 prompted a
review of Navy assets in IIT and IV Corps to enhance the interdiction
of infiltration from Cambodia at a time when the eneny is possibly at-
tempting to fortify his logistics base capability and to rebuild his
persormel structure throughout the Delta. As a result, the Border In-

terdiction Campaign, an inclusive term for the Tran Hung Dao and Rarrier

DECLASSIFIED
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ieaf Teat Camnsign was increased in magnitude during August unfil it ép-
the Ciant Slingshot Campaign in terms of assets committed and tempo
of operations. During the month there were an average of 123 river eralt
assigned to border interdiction operztions as opposed to 82 in July. In

addition to the TMTERDCT COUTITY (18T 838) and RIVDIV 591 which chopped

to 194.1: at the end of July, four additional PCF's from CTY 115.7.7

47

arrived at the beginning of August for employment on the western portion

of Vinh Te Canal. ¥Four JAD 131 units sailed from Sa Dec for operations

with 194.L arriving on the August followed two days later by four
sdditional R4AD 131 eraft snd eventually by two ATC's from Dong Tam. On
the 213t of August, RIVDIV 515 was detached from YRBM 20 located on the
Tover ilekong River 17 miles east of Chou Doc (¥S LO1 855) and assigned to
the HFETEIDG: COWITY which was located near Tan Chou where it could provide
cptimum support for both border patrol units and Barrier Reef units. At
the szame time, YRBM 20 was towed to the Chou Doc area to facilitate PBR

~

transite of Tran Hung Dao. (n the 28th of August, the USS SATYR (ARL 23)
noved from the Chou Doc arez to the Long Xuyen canal in order to service
Vi RAID's 7h and 75 as well as RAD 131 craft.

Despite the buildup of friendly forces, the statistics for the month
of August indicate that the enemy chose to aveid increased contact. Enemy
casualties actually decreased from the 55 killed and eight wounded in July
to 32 killed and one wounded in August. USN & VNN casualties changed from

2 killed in July to one killed and six wounded in August. A daily incident

narrative for Tran Hung Dac and Barrier Reef West follows:

The first night in August, four PBR's from CTU 19h.4.L4 and 20 Special

Forces troops in a waterborne guardpost on the Vinh Te Canal 16 miles north-

DECLASSIFIED
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east of Ha Tien (VS 630 635) spotted seven VC 100 meters north of their
position. ire was initiated by the USH sniper and followed by fire from

the ®BR's and SF troops prior to a sweep of the area. During the sweep,

a wounded VC threw a grenade which injured the USN sniper and two SF troops,
and while trying to assist the injured, a VN was killed and a USN wounded
by a second enemy grenade. After all enemy fire was supressed, Seawolves
out of Vinh Gia medevaced all wounded personnel to Chau Doc. Army gunships
and Navy Seawolves placed rocket and machine gun strikes into the contact
area, and a sweep at first light revealed two VC bodies bringing the total
enemy casualties to four VC killed and three VC probably killed. In addition,
two AU-LT7's were captured in the action.

At just after midnight on 5 August, four VNN junks in waterborne guard-
post nine miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 530 597) reported receiving B-LO
and automatic weapons fire from the south bank of the Rach Giang Thanh. The
V7l Officer in Charge ordered the junks to open fire,and this return fire
landed in close proximity to another waterborne guardpost manned by two
USH PCF's and 20 PI" troops who ﬁere one mile to the south around a bend in
the river. The PCF's returned fire and cleared to the south. The situation
was quickly resolved without friendly casualties. A reaction team swept the
area of initial enemy contact with negative results.

Late at night on the 15th of August, five Coastal Group L2 junks and 20
SF troops sighte& 30 VC moving toward their position on the north bank of the
Vinh Te Canal 19 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 710 620). The SF troops took
the enemy under fire and were supported by the VNN junks. Negative return

fire was received, and there were no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties

19




fugust, two PBR's in waterborne guardpost positions nine miles
northeast of Haz Tien on the Rach Giang Thanh (VS 532 583) observed one
individual approaching from the ezsi late at night. The units commenced

5 feet killing the enermy. 4 few minutes later a white
Llight and cigarette glow were seen on the west bank of the river which
extinguished as the wnits approached. A firing run was made on the area,
and two enemy were probably killed. There were no friendly casualties.

The following morning just prior to dawn, VNN units in waterborne
guardpost 16 niles northwest of Ha Tien (VS 600 710) on the Vinh Te Canal
received B-L0O and AX-L7 fire from an estimeted 12 VC. As fire was returned,
four of the VC were spotted on the north bank. A sweep at first light re-
vealed two blood trails on the north bank and numerous fooctprints on the
south bank. Inemy casualties were three VC probably wounded while there
were no friendly casualties.

At 07115 on the 26th of August, a CIDG advisor reported the presence of

an estimated battalion size VC force adjacent to the Rach Giang Thanh eight

miles northeast of Ha Tien. Two PBR's and one PCF from TE 19L.Lk.1.1 moved

into the area to act as a blocking force while Army gunships placed strikes
in the area. There was no return fire from the area, and a sweep produced

negative results. One CIDG trooper was wounded slightly by helo fire.

At O6LS on 37 August, two FBR's from the Vinh Te Canal Patrol Unit "A"
vere proceeding east on the canal when they observed two persons waving and
heading toward them. O(ne was carrying two AZ-L7's and the other an ax. The
two stated that they desired to Chieu Hoi and that there were nine more in
Combodia who wished to do the same. (ne of the Hoi Chans asked to fire into

the air to signal the other nine, who came to the boats after the signal was
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given. A1l eleven Hoi Chans were disarmed, searched, and embarked for Chau
Doc where they were turnsd over to HNILC for disposition.

(n the morning of & August, at the request of the An Phu District Senicr
Advisor, two PBR's of TU 13L.L.6 inserted ten PF troops and a U. 5. Army ad-
visor ten miles north of Chau Doc where the Rach Co Lau branches off the Up-
per Bassac (UT 102 020). The operation was an immediate response to intel-
ligence reports that three VC had just moved into a small village st the lo-
cation. As s result, two VC (one male, one female) were captured, and one
VC suspect was detained. There were no friendly casualties.

Late at night on 9 August, two TE 19L.L.8.71 Seawolves using night ob-
servation devices sighted two enemy sampans on the Rach So Ha just east of
the Upper ekong, 18 miles northeast of Chau Doc (WS LOO 958). The five
VC spotted on this known enemy infiltration route were probably killed when
taken wder fire by the helos.

Just after midnight on the 17th of August, PBR's reacting to intelligence
provided by Vietnamese authorities were in waterborne guardpost positions nine
and one half miles east of An Lbng (Ws 566 803). Cbserving the approach of
two enemy sampans, the PBR's called in Seawolves and together they opened fire
on the enemy craft killing four VC. The following day during a sweep of the

area by 2F troops, two VC were captured. There were no friendly casualties.
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After a considerable period of rielative ingctivity, the area sround the
city of Rach Gia and the group of nountaings to the north known as the "Three
Zisters” has beer the site of continued and recently increased enemy infiltra-
tion. Teo cowmter this buildup and to interdict the enemy's movement into the
Je_ta, CIG 17L.3 , consisting of fwe TBR divisims, a Seawolf team, and an
TST, was formed and tasked to dedicate 50% of its assets to offshore day and
night patrolz sinee Intellisence regorts Indicated seaward infiltration
nte the rhorsline the "Three 3 rz' and the shoreline south of
the mouth of the 3eng Cal Lon. The remsining 503 were available to respond
to Province and ARV reguests for support and operated in the Ha Tien-Rach
G¢ia,¥ri Ton, Ba The, Vam Ray,and various cther adjoining waterways. To re-
duce travel time tc the northern part of the AC, a new ATSE was established
2t “ien Zon £ miles northwest of Rach Oia at the intersection of the Ha Tien-
tach Gla and Tri Ton Canals. During July, Search Turn came under the operational

ntrel of OTT 116, but since it has cnce again become en interd:ction barrier,

the teck designator was chan~ed in & to 194.3 as Search Turn returned to
Cperation SEA 1CRDS,

The first significant action of the month occurred om L Lugust when two

lves from CTU 194.3.3 zccounted

junk destroyed as they took the junk

=
pe

rest northwest of Rach Gia (V

two small arms hits were dis

for five VC killed and one armed VC
under fire one mile off the beach 17

50 160). At the termination of the

\.."l

covered in one of the airecraft.

t after dark on the following evening, three CTU 194.3.2 PBR's were

n guardpost positions on the Vam Ray Canal which leads from the Gulf of

Thailand tc the Ha Tien-Rach Giaz Can

(VS 796 327), when two sampans were

al, 27 miles northwest of Rach Gia

sighted.
22

When hailed, th

WO Sampans
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opened fire which was then suppreessed by FBR's. As they broke their guard-
posts to inspect the sammans, the "Bi's received and suppressed fire from
the south bank and then cleared to the north. After airstrikes by Broncos,
Shadow and Spooky aircraft, and a troop sweep, the results of the action
were five IIVA/VC killed, two Ail-L7's, one rifle grenade, one mine, and
2,000 rounds of AI-L7 armmnition captured. There were no friendly casu-
alties.

Tn the same general area on the Sot Mot Canal (VS 797 355) during the
early morning hours on & fugust, three sampans were sighted and taken under
fire by CTU 194.3.2 ®BR's. Under continuous illumination provided by Sha-
dow aircraft, the PBR crewmen inspected the sunken sampans that had gone down
in shallow water. Twelve 107mm rockets and fuzes were recovered along with
four grenades and a large medical kit. In all, three VC were killed, and
three more were probably killed while friendly forces suffered no casualties
(ne female was detained who was suspected of being a scout for a large enemy
unit. She was turned over tc the Fourth Coastal Z7one Intelligence Cfficer
for interrogation. '

Back on the Vam Ray Canal (VS 773296) at just after midnight the fol-
lowing day, two PBR's of CTU 194.3 observed a sampan with three personnel
approaching their position. Two of the occupants were holding weapons while
the third was paddling. At a range of twenty feet, the PBR's took the enemy
under fire, andlall of the enemy personnel were observed to fall into the
water where their bodies were swept away by the fast current. The bodies
were not recovered, but it is highly probable that all three VC were killed.

During the night on 12 August, the ATSB and the RF compound nearby at

{ien Son received a total of nine rounds of 75 mm recoilless rifle fire.
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the cneration center, dispersed along the canals in the area. 1HFT's were
scrambled and were overhead in eight minutes for strikes on Kui Soc Son, a

meuntain to the southwest bLelieved to be the origin of the hostile fire

ny

/s 023 260). Results of the enemy shelling were one KI' trooper killed and

three civilians wounded.

et

The ATSE at “ien Son was hit again by enemy fire along with the RF com-

-

pond just after midnight on the 16th of August. In addition to 107mm rounds,

they also received two B-LO rockets and small arms fire from northeast of the
base. Seawolves and Black Pony aircraft were scrambled and placed strikes
in the area fron which the enemy fire was eminating. Some of the underway

Flit's received automatic weapons fire from both banks of the Tri Ton Canal

el

(VS 923 260) which they returned and suppressed while other PBR's reconned

=t

by fire along the northeast bank of the Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal (vic VS 938
2C2). ZInemy casualties as a result of the action were two VC killed while
friendly casualties amounted to twe RF killed and two wounded and one civ-
ilian killed., TIater in the morning at 0020 , the ATSB was hit again with
two 107rm rounds followed that night by six B-LC rockets and small arms

fire at 2330. Seawolves and Broncos were called in to place strikes in

the area from which the attack had originated. The only casualty was one

[¥p]

. advisor wounded by smzll arms fire.

Four PBst.of CTU 19L.3.2 were conducting BUSHWACK (combination land
and waterborne guardposts) operations with 35 Xien Son RF troops on the
night of 186 August when they sighted two sampans on the luynh Quynh canai,
19 miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 862 240). The sampans, with three

nassengers each, were taken under fire killing three VC while the others

DECLAS
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evaded upstream. Seawolves were scrambled and placed a strike‘in the”area
and departed. GZeveral hours later, the units started receiving incoming
mortar fire and support was again requested. Seawolves, Spooky, and Delta
Hawk aircraft placed strikes into the suspected enemy positions. A troop
sweep was conducted at first light with negative results. Items recovered
from the captured sampan included 25 homemade grenades, two rifles, a metal
container of explosives, three back packs, and some documents.

In the early evening on the 23rd of August, during a single ship visual
recon by a Seawolf from CTU 194.3.3, several sampans were sighted beneath a
tree, and 1L blue-uniformed men were ceen running from the area located 20
miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 875 293). A second Seawolf was scrambled,
clearance was obtained to place a strike in the area, and the results were
two VG killed, nine probably killed, two sampans sunk, and three sampans
damaged. A short while later, while providing overhead cover for PBR's
four miles to the southeast, the Seawolves spotted some bunkers, a lean-to
area, and several enemy scurrying for cover. A second strike was placed
which resulted in five probable kills.

Lﬁeatnmm;m'meZ%hofM@mﬁ,mmI%WsofTU1%h12waein
guardpost positions on the Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal 13 miles northwest of
Rach Gia (VS 973 226) when they observed 12 VG approaching from the north-
east. Then they had closed to 150 meters, they were taken under fire by the
PBR's who received return fire not only from the approaching element but also
from a security element located 150 meters to the southeast. Suppressing the
enemy fire, the PBR's called in Seawolves, and the patrol officer directed
the strike into the target area. At this time, the CCB from Kien Son arrived

on the scene and reconned the area by fire. A troop sweep of the area revesgled

2 CORFHERTIAL
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‘iied and nrovided thas capture of one rifle and assorted personal
documents. "o . 5. lavy szilors were wounded in the action from a double
load explozion of an 1-60 mochine gun,snd one was wounded as a result of a

=19 grenade auncher Jam. A1l the wounded were itreated on board and re-

turned to duty.




*UOTSETUW SHOT VAG B U0 4n0

198 sdrysund Lemy £q dn pexoeq s,40d




TVRLNEATANOD 3 E
g _.H zé_.a @321SSv193

ed 01 -4
NN (€18 ALUALY) L° €' 6L N Mg ~ i oG °€ Ivh
Tun T T “BEH UOB e |
Vﬂ FHun TOL3Td TH) WU jog oy €TETRSL M
(12eNIE]) ZLNGOD LITMUVE ssn
ANHL HNIg rreneL s ®
Sltd oL

(BRs\ATaTy) 2 €161 g, NOS HNIX
NPLU| [OI%8d UOG YUTY

\

e A NOWL L “s,00d 6 ‘siidd{ oL ‘ssump gy

B\ LT 6L AL

; N3ANX 1TUN TOIQBJ JIOPJIOf UST], BH

01 (02 HEEx) N3ILVH
W 0 S e 6 :,Cm ATAATY o
’ 9 NG L [-<2Tuh \
TOI3B] [BUBY UOJ, T.d o
® {.‘
N7 N38 200 o®
-9 IEQ ﬁm VH) Q°T NSt—n NYHD
'0SU g ‘E IA0 ‘€Ll ALQIN \
(515 ATaari) S 1isL g ONOT NV F L,
JTU TOJI3Bd 1S9/ Joo) JIOTIIE(
_ (gEQN\ T2 = € IaT € "IVH L°3 "ML 0
VON LST) WLLNI0D NOMUIIMIH SS0 6i"N6L O o™ N, A
d3iN * VI qaoddug Suosiej; Jeddp O e - e e € csieand 1

sfac oL - (215 ararny UeneL nned e e W R
ﬁm_n—_mw5 ® 11U [OJ3e] JoTaIRg Juoyer Jeddp ﬁooa gHSrGy oVl n@_‘ (zL mm.c,_,v m.»_..c_‘ Gd
NvYa o9 G_ﬂ A JEd 0L f( LSS ALOALL) Tt fiel L
: /\a. (od hauz’ a0l ' i) m _ 6L 0

d TeUR) 8], YULA

S e c
vigogwyvyo P i :@

* 7 0T M99V NOLLC T
HNIN AVL .J OIVONT TASSV NOLLOT@HGLINT UHTL



G

DEXTIAL
DECLASS;; 2

MARKET TIME Raider operations consisting of two or more PCF's

¢

MARKET TIME RAIDER CAMPAIGN

and supported by helicopters, OV-10, and OV-6A aircraft and U.S,
Coast Guard WPB's continued to strike heavily at enemy base ares .
along the rivers and canals of the I1l and IV Corp areas during
August, The Third and Fourth Coastal Zone Raiders conducted almost
90 separat e missions in support of Operations SEA LORUS and SEA
FLOAT. The Swift boats in addition to conducting H and I fire, and
responding to requests for urgent gunfire suppert and manning of
waterborne guardposts, inserted, extracted , and supported ground
forces consisting of Underwater Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance
Disposal Teams, SEALS, PRU's, RF/PF troops and ARVN soldiers,

Enemy initiated hostile fire incidents increased again over July
with 43 incidents reported. There were eight USN and one VNN

Swift boats and three aircraft damaged in the firefights. Friendly
casualties were one U.S. sailor and one Vietnamese sailor killed and
eleven U.S. and four Vietnamese sailors wounded.

Enemy personnel losses by combined allied forces increased over
July with 93 Viet Cong killed (70 body count and 23 probable), seven
wounded, and eleven captured. Enemy material losses also increased
over the previous month with 214 watercraft and 445 structures des-
troyed, 17 craft and 261 structures heavily damaged and two craft
ca;tured.

Although these operations continued to achieve maximum damage
in secret zones and enemy base areas, the primary emphasis con-
tinued to center on the pacification of the Ca Mau Peninsula under

Operation SEA FLOAT/ TRAN HUNG DAO III.
29




MARKET TIME Raiders, consisting of PCF's 32, 98, and 100 on the
morning of 6 aAugust took targets of opportunity under fire along
the banks of the Rach Sau (XS 733028), Rach Bang Cung (XR 760962)
and Rach Eo Loi (XR 729880) in the area about 17 miles east of Fhu
Vinh in Vinh Binh Province, The targets had sector clearance and
visual recon was provided by the IV OGorp Naval Gumfire Liaison
Officer (NGLO)., The Swift boats scored heavily as they destroyed
41 structures and 14 watercraft while heavily damaging 20 structures
and 28 bunkers, There wére no friendly casualties and enemy
casualties are unknown.

On the morning of 8 August, five PCF's and four PBR's con-
ducted area prep fire on Hon Iio Lio Island about 11 miles south-
east of Go Cong (XS 9630) prior to the insertion of airborne troops.
During the prep fire several secondary explosions were observed, The
PRU troops were inserted at 0930 and immediately came in contact
with the enemy. Throughout the day and night the Swift boats
provided H and I fire and blocking force and received intermittent
A/W fire, At 2230 OV-10 aircraft arrived in the op area and the
PCF's provided targets and illumination, The Swift boats and PER's
were detachedAthe morning of 9 August following a prep of the area
for another troop insertion. PCF 103 received S/A fire hits
causing only minor damage and slightly wounding a U.S. sailor.

The LHFT and PRU troops killed 55 Viet Cong and captured numerous

weapons, ammunition , and documents.
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On the morning of 7 August PCF's 32, 59, and 102 entered the

Song Lang MNuoc, Rach 3au, Song Ba Dong and Rach Can Ban in Vinh

Binh Province taking targets of opportunity under fire about 25
miles southeasst of Phu Vinh (XR 7372). The probe of the canals

was unopposed and targets consisted of sampans,bunkers, trench lines
and small villages. The operation netted 15 water aaft,and two
structures destroyed, ten bunkers, two structures damaged and 70 ft
of trench line caved in.

In the early morning hours of 15 August, PCF's 37 and 100
with 20 PRU's from Huong My moved in for insertion about six miles
north of Phu Vinh (XS 470082), While the PRU's swept their objective
area the Swift boats provided cover. Although there was no gun
damage assessment reported for the PCF's the PRU's killed 10 Viet Cong
and captured one VC with several documents. There were no friendly
casualties,

The PT MARONE (USCG WPB) and PT PARTRIDGE (USCG WFB) supported
by OV-10 aircraft, took targets of opportunity under fire along the
Song Ganh Hao about 35 miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (wQ
L6L960) on the morning of 29 August. Firing at a range of 10-1500
yards, the WPB's and OV-10's achieved maximm results, The Bronco
airstrikes resulted in four structures and eight sampans destroyed,
three structures damaged and one large seeondary explosiorn, The HPB's
destroyed 61 sampans, five structures and heavily damaged 60
structures., One Coast Guardsman was slightly wounded by a weapon mal-

function while enemy casualties are unknown.
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COASTAL SIRVEILLANGE FORCE SwwrY  EA| ASSIFIED

Routine operztions continued for Market Time and Stable Door
forces during August. The weather was generally good and did not effect
surveillance operations during the month. Market Time units retained
patrol responsibility in the Game Jarden area of operation for the
lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers during the entire month, detecting
over 5,000 watercraft, inspecting 2,322 and boarding another 2,233,
There were four craft detained and 15 persons detained while seven
craft evaded. Task Force 115 surveillance units detected 142,484 craft
in their patrol areass along the coast and in the harbors of the
Republic of Vietnam. A total of 47,936 were inspected and another
24,381 were boarded. As a result of these checks, 280 craft and 1,734
persons were detained for violation of restricted areas, possession of
conirabend, improper personal or craft papers, and other suspicious

activities. There were also 59 Viet Cong suspects detained.

Enemy initisted activity remained at a relatively low level during
August, the same as the previous month. Although there were intelligence
reports citing several significant dates for possible enemy offensive
action there were no major engagements, There was a marked improve-
ment in enemy weaponry and markmanship as 75mm recoilless rifles were
used against Sea Tiger forces in the First Coastal Zone and heavy
concentrations of claymores and RPG were used against the MSF and
"Swift" boats in the Sea Float area of operations. The enemy was hard

to find and his general tactics were to cause as much damage as possible
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with the least expenditure of personnel. The general indicetions at
month's end were that the VC/NVA are moving out of the III Corps
Tactical Zone and into the IV Corps Tactical Zone. There were no

known infiltration attempts of men or supplies by sea during the month.

Task Force 115 units continued to provide naval gunfire and
blocking patrols in support of friendly ground operztions along the coast
and in the rivers and canals. During August one Navyman, two UoCG men
and one VHN were killed and 14 U.S. sailors, three USCG's, two VNN's,

11 MUF's and one U.S. soldier wounded in combined operations., Enemy
losses were 107 confirmed killed, the highest total to date, 42 probably

killed, 21 wounded and nine captured.

On 5 August, CDR Paul A. Yost, USCG, relieved CDR Paul P Comnolly,

USN, as Third Coastal Zone Advisor and CTG 115.3.

DECLASSIFIED
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OPEXATION MARKET TIME

During August there were 614 naval gunfire supvort, SEA LOKDS,
SEA FLCAT end SEA TIGER missions conducted, approximately 100 less
than in July. Gun damege assessment on these missions was 38.3
percent, up from 31.5 percent for July and comparable to the high of

42.3 percent in May 1969, with the following results being attained:

149 Viet Cong killed (107 body count, 42 probable).
21 Viet Cong wounded,
9 Viet Cong captured.
228 Junks/Sampans destroyed.
732 Structures/bunkers destroyed.
20 Junks/Sampans demsged.
423 Structures/bunkers damaged.
There were 15 incidents of evading craft and personnel
reported and taken under fire resulting in 18 watercraft destroyed
and 13 VC killed (9body count, 4 probable), one VC wounded and two

VC captured.

Surveillance operations resulted in the detection of 76,265 water-
craft. Of these 40,254 were inspected and another 17,974 were boarded.
Detection of steel hulled vessels in Market Time areas totalled 669

with 511 being inspected and another 28 boarded and determined to be

v QONHEENTIAL
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Swift bozts conducting Operations SEi FLOAT and SzZ4 LCRDS river ™

and canzl incursions (Market Time Raiders) in the III and IV CTZ
continued to score heavily against the enemy with 88 multi-eraft missions
being conducted during August. In addition, when the Swift boats in

the IV CTZ were not engaged in SEA LORDS missions they were involved in
the Sua FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO III PYSOPS campaign in the lower Ca Mau
Feninsula. These operations are discussed under Market Time Raiders

in the Operation SEA LORDS summary and Operation SEA FLOAT summary.

SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 continued routine operation
during August, primarily in the IV CTZ in support of Operation SEA

FLCAT,

Surfline operations continued in August in Areas 1, 4 and 6,

There were no significant events reported.

DECLASSIFIED
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Weather remained excellent in areas 1 and 2 of the First Coastel
Zone during the entire month of August. There were 21,300 detections
of watercraft by patrol units, not including detections by Vietnamese
Navy units assigned to the First Coastal Zone. Of these craft, 8,148
were inspected and another 6,710 were boarded. There were 42 craft
detained and 294 persons detained for violation of restricted areas,

improper personal or craft papers and curfew violations.

First Coastal Zone patrols carried out more than 170 nawval gun-
fire missions during August. Of these, 90 were SEA TIGER missions
or patrols with 48 reporting no gun damage assessment due to darkmess,

heavy foliage or no troops available to sweep the area.

A SEA TIGER mission was conducted near the mouth of the Truong
Giang River (BT 158536) on the morning of 2 August with UDT 13, Det H,
EOD Team 70 and Duffel Bag Team (CTE 115.1,5.1) embarked in PCF's 15
and 39 while the security force, RAG=32 were embarked in Coastal
Group 14 junks. The operation commenced with helo gunships prepping
the area and was followed by the insertion of the security force and
the EMD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams. The ground forces swept to the
south destroying major bunker complexes as spotted by an O-1
observation aircraft, One bunker was destroyed with two VC inside
after they could not be convinced to come out. 4 small amount of

fresh food and cooking utensils were found and destroyed. The

Duffel Bag Team implanted a semsor field along a imown VO infiltration

DECLASSIRIE
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point. Also destroyed were 20 mejor bunker complexes, one ciliymore

nine and two fishing nets. There were no friendly casualties while

two VC were probably killed.

On the night of 6 August PCF 75 and PCF 79, while on normal SEA
TIGER patrol established a night obserwation/waterborne guardpost on
the Truong Giang River about 15 miles southeast of Danang (BT 168544).
Shortly after the post was established four VC trying to sneak up on
PCF 75 were taken under fire and probably killed. Heavy 4/W fire was
then received and suppressed as the Swift boetsexited to the north-
east. After reversing course, the PCF's sighted six VC in wniform and
took them under fire while heavy enemy 4/ and S/A fire was again
received and quickly suppressed, The PCF!'s then cleared the area

safely with only minor material damage., There were no friendly
casualties while seven VC were killed (2 body count, 5 probable).

PCF's 75 and 79, ECD Team 70, UDT 13 Det H, CG=-14, RAG 32 and
helo gunships participated in a SEA TIGER mission on 7 August to
conduct a sweep of the eastern tip of lang Dong Island and s smaller
island to east about 14 miles south-southeast of Danang (BT 170539/
BT 159537). The EOD and UDT Teams were inserted on the small island
and they destroyed several bunkers without any enemy opposition.

They were then extracted and reinserted along with the CG-14 security
force on the eastern tip of Lang Dong Island. The security force
swept to the west and provided a blocking line while the EOD and UDT

Teams destroyed bunkers and various fishing equipment. The ground

L1
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forces were extracted at 15008 without incident. There wers no
friendly casuslties while two VC were probably killed., The day

operation netted 54 bunkers, two structures and mmerous fishing

wveirs, traps and nets destroyed.

Early on the morning of 20 August PCF 61 responded to a request
from an AC-119 aircraft for a SAR operation for a reported downed
aircraft about 33 miles southeast of Danang (BT 5848). A systematic
search of the area and questioning of Vietnamese civilians fishing in
the area failed to reveal any trace of the aireraft and the mission

was terminated.

A SEA TIGER mission commenced at moon on 22 August when PCFl!s
39 and 65 inserted an EOD, UDT and VNN Laending Teams about 16 miles
southeast of Danang on lang Dong Island (BT 168542). The VNN landing
team swept the area while the EOD and UDT Teams conducted beach
reconngissance and fired at'targets spotted by a helicopter gunship.
The UDT and ECD Teams were extracted while the VNN Team established a
night observation post. One VC walked into the observation post at
1800 and was killed. The team then withdrew to the north and were
extracted, The afternoon operation resulted in 18 bunkers, 14 structures,
two sampans and a fishing trap destroyed, and one M-16 rifle and 50
pounds of rice captured. Two large fires were ignited and there were

no friendly casualties,

While on normal SEA TIGER patrol of the Truong Giang River on

23 August, PCF 39 and PCF 65 took targets of opportunity under fire
M
PANEHITNTIAL 2
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about 18 miles southeast of Danang (BT 161513). The "Swift" boats
accounted for 20 watercraft and two structures destroyed and three
bunkers damaged. There were no friendly casualties while enemy

casualties are unknown.

On the morning of 27 August a SEA TIGEF mission was conducted
utilizing PCF's 15 and 101, UDT 12 Det H,anEOD and, Duffel Bag Team
and a VNN Landing Team with helo gunships providing air cover, The
VNN Landing Team was inserted on Lang Dong Island about 16 miles
south-southeast east of Danang (BT 143531) to establish a security
perimeter. The ECD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams were then inserted and
destroyed bunker complexes along the shoreline while the Duffel Bag
Team implanted sensors. The troops were then extracted and reinserted
about one mile to the southeast to allow Duffel Bag personnel to
perform meintenance on a sensor string implanted on a previous opera-
tion. The troops were then extracted without incident while the helo
gunships returned to the first location and took uniformed VC under
fire killing nine (7 body count, 2 probable)., The return of close
support aircraft to an AC shortly after the departure of friendly
forces proved to be a lucrative tactic and will be used in the future.
The morning operation resulted in the destruction of 61 bunkers,
four structures, four fishing weirs, four fishing traps, onec 250-
pound bomb and numerous food supplies and utensils. In addition,

there were two large secondary explosions. There were no friendly

i 0 ¥ AL
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DECLASSlF(LEthhe afternoon of 30 August, the PT DUME (USCG WPB) responded

to a U.S. Army request for zn emergency gunfire support mission on
bunkcrs and people on the beach about 10 miles southeast of Quang
Nga (BS 763603). The mission was cleared by the Sector Advisor
from No Duc and spotted by the Army. There were no friendly
casualties while three Viet Cong were killed (body count). In

addition, 11 structures and eight watercraft were destroyed and

two bunkers heavily damaged.
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SECOND COsSTAL ZONE

Good weather prevailed throughout August in the Second Coastal
Zone as patrol units detected a total of 41,919 watercraft., Of
these, 24,049 were inspected and another 6,656 were boarded while
five craft evaded. There were 42 craft and 256 persons detained for
lack of or faulty indentification papers, curfew or restricted zone
violations, draft dodger, incorrect or faulty manifests and possession

of contraband.

There were &l naval gunfire missions mported in the Second
Coastal Zone during August with a minimum amount of gun damage assess-
ment reported. On the night of 15 August, PCF 47, while on normal
Merket Time patrol, received information of known VC coastal transit
routes from the Tuy Phong Intelligence Officer, The Swift boat
proceeded to a point about five miles northeast of Tuy Fhong (BN 5647),
shut down its engine and established a surveillance position close
to the beach. Shortly a craft was detected on radar and later captured,
resulting in four persons being detained. Ome offered 2,500 piasters
for their release. A later report from the Tuy Phong Intelligence
Officer stated that one detainee was the Binh Hail Distriet Head VC

Recrulting Officer and the other three detainees had just been recruited.

On the morning of 19 August, the PT HUDSON while on normal Market
Time patrol conducted a gunfire support mission on a fortified VC
village about 20 miles southeast of Quang Nga (BS 8244). The mission

SCEIDREFAL L6
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was requested, cleared and spotted by an Army gunfire liaison officer

in an observation aircraft. The spotter reported good coverage of
the target area with the following dasmage reported: two bunkers
destroyed and three bunkers damaged; four structures destroyed and

eight structures heavily damaged.

From 19 to 21 August, Market Time PCF's provided gunfire support,
illumination and acted as a blocking force in support of Korean forces
in 2 combined operation. The objective of the ROK sweep was the Viet
Cong Secret Base 19 located about nine miles northeast of Fhan Rang
(BN 9484). Although there was no gun damage assessment reported for
the "Swift" boats, the ROK forces killed 81 Viet Cong and captured
45 individual weapons, seven crew served weapons, 100 hand grenades,
four bangalore torpedoes, 38 documents and various food, uniforms and

small arms ammunition. There were no friendly casualties reported.

PCF's 11, 23 and 91 and IUWG 1 - Det 3 skimmers provided a water-
borne blocking force for the ROK Capitel (Tiger) Division from 23 to
26 August in the vicinity of Qui Nhon (CR 06.25.). The results of the
ROK sweep were 51 VC killed and two VC captured, In addition, 26
individual weapons, one crew served weapon and various documents were
captured. The ROK forces suffered seven killed and eight wounded.

The operation was considered extremely successful as battalion size
operations had not previously been conducted in this area. The

blocking force was very effective, preventing all escape by sea,

L7
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a gunfire support mission at a Viet Cong base camp and infiltration

n the afternoon of 28 August, the USCGC TANEY (WHIC 37) fired

route about 17 miles north of Qui Nhon (CR 095506). The mission
was requested and spotted by the ROK Capitel Infantry Division. The
results of the mission were one bunker destroyed, 200 meters of
supply route interdicted, a base camp completely destroyed, and two

large secondary fires started.

REFT ACQIEIE
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Surveillance operations in the Third Coastal Zone reflected
an increasse in indigenous coastal traffic with 6,923 detections of
watercraft during August. Patrol effectiveness remained high with
3,478 inspections and 2,130 boardings of detected craft. There
were no incidents of evading craft along tne coast, while 14 craft
and 117 persons were detained. In addition, Swift boats patrolling
the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detected 5,016 craft asnd of
these 2,322 were inspected and 2,233 were boarded resulting in four

craft and 15 persons being detained. JSeven craft attempted to evade

on the Bassac River,

There were 180 naval gunfire support missions conducted during
August in response to requests for nawal gunfire support, targets of
opportunity, H&I or in pre-planned river and canal incursions. These
missions accounted for 42 enemy killed (30 body count, 12 probable),
six wounded and two captured. In addition, there were 127 structures
and 61 watercraft destroyed and another 248 structures and 4 craft

heavily damaged and 10 large secondary explosions.

On the afternoon of 1 August, the PT ManiONE (UsCG WFB) fired
on two VC-occupied willages at the mouth of the Bassac River about
45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 435 615 and XR 440 615). The
missions had sector clearance and were spotted by an Army observer.,

The afternoon operation resulted in six structures destroyed and

DECLASSIFIED
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12 heavily damaged with three large fires ignited. There were no

friendly casualties and eneny casualties are unkmown,

4gain on 3 august, the PT M.ROKZ scored heavily on two more VC
hamlets about 47 miles southeast of Czn Tho (X 442610 and X3 439609).
Firing at a range of less than 2,000 yards the WPB destroyed seven

structures and demaged 16 more and ignited three fires.

PCF's 28 and 92 and two Coastal Group junks inserted 100 Regional
Forece troops from Long Phu about 30 miles southeast of Can Tho
(X 236 743) on the morning of 4 August. The Swift boats and Coastel
Grour units stood by to provide fire support and act as a blocking
force, Prior to completion of the operation PCF's 60 and 11 relieved
PCFls 28 end 92 on station. The ¥ troops completed their sweep and
were extracted at noon having captured 11 Viet Cong. There was no
gun damage assessment for this operation and there were no friendly

casuslties,

Early on the morning of 6 August, PCF 11 picked up a Long Phu
PEU platoon and a long Phu National Police platoon for a ground sweep
of a suspected VC POW camp located about 36 miles southeast of Can Tho
X1 35 630) on the Bassac River. The troops made a covert landing
at 053C, utilizing two junks that were towed to the ares by the Swift
boat, Two hours later the troops were extracted when they were unable
to locate the POW camp; however, they captured one Viet Cong and six

guerrillas, There were no friendly casualties.

51 SR ENTTEAL



DECLASSIFIED

DE

fat]

n 17 ané 13 iugust the UsSCGC SPENCER (WHiIC 36) in two missions
accounted for three VC killed (body count;, one bunker destroyed, six
bunkers damaged, 20 structures destroyed, 24 structures damaged, four
secondary fires and one VC base camp complet:sly destroyed. The missions
vere recuested and cleared by the IV Corps Naval Gunfire Liaison Officer
(NGLO)} from Cen Tho and were spotted by the IV Corps spotter from Tra
Vinh., The tergets were located in the vieinity of XR 689 633 about

2% miles southeast of Phu Vinh,

The FT MARONL conducted a Naval Gunfire Support mission on the
evening of 18 August on a Viet Cong occupi;d village about 46 miles
southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River (MR 445 615). The mission
was fired with sector clesrance and no friendlies in the area. The
WPB accounted for eight structures damaged, five structures destroyed

and one secondary fire,

On the morning of 22 August, FCF 17 escorted four Coastzl Group
36 (CG 36) craft with troops embarked into a canal off the Bassac
River about 4C miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 365 615). The troops
were inserted as part of a combined amphibious heliborne assault while
the Swift boat stood by for fire support. The senior advisor from
Long FPhu reguested and spotted a gunfire support mission at a susrected
VG concentration., The troops were extracted about noon and exited
the canal without incident. The troops captured one VC and detained
10 VC suspects, The PCF destroyed two structures. Enemy casualties
are unknown; however, VC were confirmed as being in the impact aresa.

There wers no friendly casualties.

ﬁ
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On 26 August PCF 95 was hailed while passing the LsCO
SALINTSAK Y-45 in the Bassac River about 45 miles southeast of Can
Tho. The ship, of Philippine registry, was en route Vinh Long to
Long Zuyen and then to US3S HUNTERDON COUNTY (1ST 838) at Chau Doc.
The Philippine ship had sustained a B-40 rocket hit in the pilot
house killing the first officer and a seaman and wounding the 2nd
Officer. The wounded man was given first aid and medevaced by
DUST-CFT Helo to the 29th Evacuation Hospitel at Binh Tuy. The
Swift boat then passed through the area of the sapper attack without

incicent, finding only a populated area,

On the evening of 29 August, PCF 64 was called on to serve as
a blocking force for the 1l4th Regiment of the 9th ARVN Division for
an operation already in progress about 25 miles southeast of Can Tho
(X 189 816). The Swift boat patrolled the adjacent area and served
as a communications relay station. The PCF did not detect any evading
craft and was not called on for fire support. The ground troops killed
seven VC, captured two VC suspects and liberated 17 civilian prisoners.

In addition, air support for the operation killed another seven VC.

DECLASSIF
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DECLASSIFIED OPLRATION SEA FLUAT/TRAN HUNG UAQ III

Operation SEA FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO I1I in the second fall gonth
of it's existence enjoyed the same success as during the month of
July. There were over 60 SEA FLOAT missions conducted during August
utilizing from two to seven PCF's and supported by a PG, SEAL, ECD,
and UDT Teams, Seawolves, Slicks, and UV=10 aircraft, The SEA FLOAT
missions were designed to maximize damage to known or suspected
enemy base areas, secret zone, and extortion stations, The Swift
boats conducted day and night psyops patrols along the waterways
of the SEA FLOAT operating area. In those areas inaccessable to
the Swifts , psyops missions were carried out by airborne units.

In addition the PCF's inserted SEALS,E0D, UDT, and MSF troops,
provided waterborne guardposts, blocking forces, and escort service
for logisticas craft along the Bo De and Cua Lon Rivers and adjacent
canals, The six to ten Swiftboats assigned to SEAFLOAT also
participated in SEALORDS missions in areas adjacent to the SEA
FLOAT AO, In addition, the Mobile Advance Tactical Support Base,
PCF's and the PG conducted nightly H and I fire during the month
of August into known VC base camps and extortion areas. (Psycho-
logical operations aspects of Seafloat are discussed in Psyops)

On 1 August, the first MSF troops arrived at SEA FLOAT by
C-177 helicopter. On 15 August these troops departed and were
replaced with 228 MSF troops including a cembat recon platoon.
The USS GALLUP (PG 85) arrived SkA FLOAT on 18 August and assumed
the PG duties.

The Vietnemese Navy on 23 August proceeded to Pt. Foxtrot

DE&E”S%%%?fg@ and established the SEA FLOAT Annex, consisting of
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a VNN LSIL HG327, VNN LSM(H) HQ4O1, KCS, VNN POLWAR Team and VNN reaction
force. The units remained on station all day making the SEA FLOAT
Annex an all VN psyops effort for the first time.

Training for the second TF 115 SEA FLOAT team commenced on
4 August and topics include two days of Duffel Bag indoctrination,
first aid training, weapons training, SEA FLOAT mission, personal
response, psychological warfare, PCF and SEAL operations.

The number of Kit Carson Scouts(KCS) aboard SEA FLOAT will
be maintained at the current level of 15 although a total of 50
are authorized and will be available depending on the needs of
SEA FLOAT and the status of the Old Nam Can settlement. The KCS
have been employed in a variety of jobs since arriving at SEA FLOAT.
These include:

Intelligence: four had operated with the VC in the SEA FLOAT AO
and provided operational intelligence support,

Reconnaisance: three to five had been employed on a daily
basis to conduct periodic sweeps of the immediate area and to check
for booby traps.

Population/Resources Control: used at both SEA FLOAT and SEA
Flo Annex to inspect sampans and evaluate VC suspects,

Combat Patrols: Operated with SEAL's and on five operations
have killed eight VC,

Intero gation: The older and more experienced KCS have effect-
ively interrogated and interviewed POW's and detainees,

Psyops : KCS have circulated among visitors on an informal

basis and participated enthusiastically in the psyops program,
EOOIE
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Tapes have been prepared to be played by PCF's and helos drawing
on their knowledge of local conditions andVVC vulnerabilities in
the region.
The KCS have shown themselves to be well diseiplined, aggressive
and ezger for contact.
5ZAL units attached to Sz FLOAT (CTG 115.7) were active during
the month of August. Operations included setting up observation/
listening posts, interdiction of VC supply routes and extortion sites,
night probes along possible VC supply/infiltration routes, combat
and combat recon patrols,locating and taking prisoners and rescting to
NILO's intelligence reports on VC activity in the SEA FLOAT AO.
Commander T.R.M. Emery, USN,relieved Commander Paul A. Yost,
USCG as commander of SEA FLOAT (CTG 115.7) on 1 August.
On 3 August a COMPHIPTRAPAC representative and the NAVFORV
Base Defense Officer visited SEA FLOAT for briefings and discussion
on the defense of the SEA FLOAT complex.
Commander Task Force 115, CQMLANSHIPRON NINE, the NAVFORV
Communication and Psyops Ufficers visited SEA FLOAT on 5 August
for briefings and an update on SEA FLOAT operations and problem

areas,

Cn 10 dugust the Deputy IV Corps Commander, Major Ceneral R.

Wetherill, U.S. Army received a briefing and tour.

The Vietnamese Navy Chief of Naval Operations, Commodore Tran
Van Chon and party in company with the An Xuyen and Bac Lieu Sector

advisors and assistants received briefings and tours of SEA FLOAT

DECERSS %"‘}EQ‘“'
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Un 6 August, Market Time units conducted a mission utilizing
105 MSF troops for ground sweeps west of the Rach 8ai Nhap about
four miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (WQ 045693). The troops
were inserted by PCF's 35 and 96, The initial 35 troops swept to the
north while 70 troops inserted in the rach Cai Nhap moved west, PCF's
31 and 45 were called in to provide gunfire support for the 35 troops
who had made contact with the enemy, When the enemy fire had been
suppressed the two MSF groups joined and swept east to the Rach Cai
Nhap destroying a VC village containing fifty multi-room structures
and adjoining bunkers. The village was devoid of people,weapons and
documents and indications were that the entire populace had departed
approximately twelve hours earlier. The day operation resulted in
50 structures, 50 bunkers, and eight craft destroyed. There were no
friendly casualties.

Based on intelligence obtained from the SEA FLOAT Naval Intelligence
Iiaison Officer (NILO) and a SEA FLOAT Kit Carson Scout, SEAL team Det.
Golf departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF 94 at 0800 on 8 August to interdict
a VC extortionist station along the Cai Nhap Canal in An Xuyen Province.
At 1030 the SEAL's were transfered to a VN junk and first proceeded
north on the Cai Nhap Canal with negative contact. The SEAL's were
then inserted and patrolled north toward the place where the ex-
tortionist was last reported and arrived at 1415 and found a hooch;
however, it had been abandoned. At 1440 a sampan with four occupants was
sighted approaching the area and attempted to evade. After warning
shots were fired two of these were killed while one escaped into the

treeline. One female was gpéovered from the water and detained,
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After destroying the hooch the SEAL's were extracted by a Seawolf.
Miscellaneous documents and photos and a small amount of ammunition
were captured and one sampan and motor destroyed. Interrogation
of the detainee indicated that she had worked for the VC as a message
passer and that the three men were confirmed VC.

On 9 August, a SEA FLOAT mission was conducted with seven PCF's,
U33 Gallup (PG 85) USS Asheville(PG 84), EOD and UDT 13 Det. Golf,
MSF troops and Seswolves participating. The operation commenced with
the Swift boats inserting the troops on the Rach Ba Than (WQ055680)
and Rach Buong (WQO70682) about five miles east of SEAFLOAT for
sweeps south. During a day of frequent contact PCF elements were
ambushed on five separate occasions with rockets, S/A fire and a mine
resulting in PCF's 5, 4O,and 31 receiving minor damage, One U.S.
sallor and three MSF troops were wounded. The ground troops later swept
the ambush areas and captured 58 booby traps, two large charges, 60
Japanese knee mortar grenades, and three hundred rounds of ammunition.
Ten bunkers, three structures, and one barricade were destroyed and
two VC were killed.

On 11 sugust, PCF's inserted MSF troops, UDT and EOD personnel
in the area west of the Cai Nhap Canal about six miles northeast
of Sea Float (WQ 088710). The troops swept west to a VC village
taking 11 detainees and firing on four escaping VC. During an assault
on & bunker a woman and a child were killed. Sweeping further west

the MSF troops detained 4O additional persons.
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Six VC were killed and one VC wounded, 13 sampans and three
structures were destroyed and four sampans damaged during the sweeps.
The MSF and EOD captured 750 pages of documents, one Russian bolt
action carbine, three CHICOM claymore mines and three CHICOM
grenades, At 2000 the PCF's inserted 15 MSF's on the east bank
of the Cai Nhap Canal to remain as a night observation post
while the remainder of the troops and the detainees returned to SEa
FLOAT. The troops on the night observation post accounted for
five VC killed and one VC wounded, and captured one Russian carbine
and three CHICUM grenades, seven CHICOM claymore mines and 10
kilos of documents, The documents indicated that one of the VC
killed was a high ranking political cadre. There were no friendly
casualties in this operation,

At noon on 13 August, two Seawolves on a reconnaissance flight
spotted three VC in a bunker complex west of Cai Nhap Canal
(WQ 075755). With sector clearance air strikes were put in the area.
MSF troops were scrambled and inserted by PCF's and captured two
pounds of documents, one CHICOM grenade, and one CHICOM claymore
mine, The Seawolves destroyed six sampans, five bunkers and 25
structures while killing two Viet Cong. There were no friendly
casualties,

On the afternoon of 16 August, three SEAL's and two Kit
Carson Scouts departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF's 52 and 62 to
locate and take prisoners from a Viet Cong Indoctrination Center
and from Lo Cal VC hamlet located about six miles northeast of
SEA FLOAT. The SEAL's were transferred to a sampan and travelled

BECL&S&@E&EDM the Cai Nhap Canal and were inserted in the vicinity of
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the VC Indoctrination Center. They patrolled 700 meters to a
hooch and searched it with negative results. Upon arriving at
the south end of Lo Cal hamlet five males were observed running
into the treeline. In the ensuing battle, two VC were killed and
one captured. After the fire was suppressed the patrol moved
into the treeline and destroyed twe camouflaged sampans with
motors and 10 kilos of rice, The patrol then returned to the
Cai Nhap and were extracted., Interrogation of the detainee
indicated that he had served as a VC guerrilla and he provided
information concerning VC plans and meeting places which will be
used for future operations.

Un the night of 19 August, three SEAL's and three Kit
Carson Scouts (KCS) departed SEA FLOAT aboard two PCF's to
conduct a 12 hour interdiction post of a VC supply route
about six miles west of SEA FLOAT (VQ 98L66L). At 2045 the team
embarked on a skimmer for insertion; however while enroute to
the area they heard four shots and observed a large unlighted
Junk, approximately the size of a PCF approaching four other
lighted junks. It was determined by the KCS that the large
Junk was operated by VC who were making claims on the lighted
junks, 4s ﬁhe VC Junk pulled away with the two sampans in tow
it was taken under skimier fire with LAW rockets, M-79 grenade
launchers and M-60 machine guns. The junk returned the fire
but this was suppressed quickly. At 2320 the team depsrted the
area, boarded the PCF's and were returned to SEA FLOAT., There

were no friendly casualties while five VC were killed and 3

DECLASSIFIED
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woundéd:- Qﬁe lé}ge junk was severely damaged.

On the morning of 20U August, PCF's 56, 35, and § with 120
MSF troops embarked, entered the Cai Nhap Canal and inserted
the troops at three locations along the bank about seven miles
northeast of SEa FLOAT (WQ 085730), WQ O82748,¥¢ 081756). Two
3wift boats exited the canal while PCF's 36 and 56 established a
waterborne guard post for support of the troops, The troops
sweeping west made contact and received and suppressed 60mm mortar
and small arms fire and destroyed four bunkers, three structures
and numerous digging tools. The second group found several anti-
personnel mines and captured two VC suspects at a VC base camp and
detained 28 women and children. This group also received 60mm
mortar, small arms, and A/W fire. Troops and detainees then
moved back to the canal and all were extracted except 20 MSF
ambush troops who took up positions along the bank., At 2045,
the troops observed three sampans travelling north on the Rach
Csi Nhap which stopped to pick up 3-4 persons 200 yards south
of the MSF troop site. Wwhen the boats passed the ambush site
they were illuminated and taken under fire at point blank
range; eight VC were killed and the sampans destroyed. About
20 minutes later another sampan with four males came to search for
the bodies, It was also taken under fire at point blank range
and four VC were killed. The MSF troops were then extracted and
returned to SEA FLOAT. The operation resulted in 12 VC killed
and 30 personnel detained. Four sampans, three structures, and

four bunkers were destroyed. One MSF troop was slightly wounded
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as the only friendly casualty.

Seven PCF's conducted a SEA FLOAT mission on 25 August when.
they inserted 115 MSF troops and UDT 13 Det GULF in two groups along
the Rach Cai Nhap about seven miles northeast of SEA FLUAT (WQ085732)
for a sweep to the west, The troops made contact with the enemy
on two occasions and Slicks and Seawolves were called in for air
strikes, The MSF troops established a night camp which came
under fire, Night air strikes were made by Seawolves and OV-10A's
in the area around the camp. At first light on the 26 of August
the MSF broke camp and continued the sweep. The Swift boats
embarked an additional 35 MSF troops to establish a northern
blocking force, but received B-40 and recoilless rifle fire from
an ambush position on the Rach Cai Nhap. The PCF's beached and
suppressed the enemy fire and then proceeded to insert the troops.
The troops uncovered many structures, bunkers, and food caches
which indicated that the area was used as a VC base camp. The
troops were extracted on the afternoon of 26 August and were
returned to SEA FLOAT. The two day operation resulted in four
VC killed and eight VC wounded., There were L8 bunkers and 39
structures destroyed along with 1,000 kilos of salt, 200 kilos
of rice, several 57mm recoilless rifle rounds and one CHICOM mine,
There were four MSF and one U.S. sailor wounded while one PCF
received minor damage,

On 29 and 30 August, six PCF's with 70 MSF troops embarked,
inserted them in Kinh Ngang ( WQ 010674) with the
simultaneous insertion of 35 MSF troops at WQ 050 758 by Slick

DECLASSIFIED
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helicopter. The troops made sweeps into known VC base areas

between the two insertion points, making contact with the enemy
at 1330. At the same time, helos providing air cover and troop
1ifts received heavy A/W fire slightly wounding the left door
gunner of the Slick. A short time later, Seawolf 12 also received
heavy A/W weapons fire seriously wounding the door gunner., At the
same time MSF troops were receiving heavy S/A, 4/W, and 60mm
mortar fire , when OV-10 aircraft were called in and suppressed
the enemy fire. The Swift boats extracted 35 MSF troops in
late afternoon without incident leaving 70 troops to establish
a night surveillance camp. At 2000 two VC attempting to probe
the camp were taken under fire, killing one VC. At first light
on the 30th, the troops broke camp and continued their sweep and
captured one man whose house was protected by four claymore mines,
In another structure several VC documents were found indicating
that the area was being held by the Viet Cong Luan-Luu Mobile
Guerrilla Force. In the afternoon, a VC base camp was discovered
along with an arms cache. The sweep continued to the Cai Nhap
Canal and the troops were extracted by the PCF's without making
any contact with the enemy on the last day of the operation. The
two day opefation resulted in 32 structures, 13 sampans, and
29 bunkers destroyed along with 1,000 pounds of rice, 3100 pounds
of salt, and 300 pounds of new punji stakes,

The MSF troops captured seven 12 kilo CHICOM mines, five

CHICOM grenedes, two M-26 grenades, 500 rounds of small arms ammo

DECLASSIFIED
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and 20 pounds of VC documents. There were seven VC killed ( four
body count, three probable) and one VC captured. Friendly
casualties were one USN, one USA and one MSF wounded. One Seawolf

and one Slick were damaged.
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OPERATIONS
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MARKET TIME UNITS

Patrol aircraft detachments from five Navy patrol squadrons
manned the Market Time air barrier patrols during August. Patrol
Scuadron SIX (VP-6) operated out of U- Tapeo, Thailand. Detaschments

from VP-2, VP-9, VP=50 and VP-17 operated from Cam Ranh Bay.

Average number of U.S. ships/craft on patrol during August:
150 MSC WPB PCF IST PG WHEC
AVG. 1.75  1.25 14 40 1 2 3
Average nunber VNN ships/junks employed during August:
SEA FCRCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FORCE
Total 40 235 179
U.3. ACTIVITY
Total Detected  Wood - Day 32,241  Night 43,355

76,265
Steel - Day 457 Night 212
Totel Inspected Wood - Day 14,441 Night 24,266
39,254
Steel - Day 376 Night 3
Total Boarded Wood - Day 11,666 Night 7,183
18,874
Steel = Day 18 Night 7
Total Detained  Junks 189 Persons 976 (59 VC suspects)
VNN ACTIVITY
Junks Searched 80,582 Junks Detained 291
Persons Search 264,096 Persons Detained 766
DECLASSIFIED
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Total Missions 614 (Includes 120 cases of hostile fire

suppression)

ENEMY GASUALTIES
107 Killed plus 42 Probable

21 VWounded

9 Captured

ENEMY MATERIAL LOSSES
228 JMS/WS Destroyed
732 Structures/Bunkers Destroyed
20 Junks/Sampans Damaged
423 Structures/Bunkers Damaged

The following ScVENTH Fleet ships operated in Market Time during

the month of August:

USS CONFLICT (MSO 426)
USS EXCEL (MSC 439)

USS CROCKETT (PG 88)
USS GALLANT (MSO 489)
USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC 42)
USCGC TANEY (WHEC 37)
USS WOODPECKER (MSC 209)

USS WIDGEON (MSC 208 )

T TAL 70

DATES
1-3
it
20 = 23
23 - 31
Tl
14 =31
22 = 24
1545

10 - 22

25 = 31
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UsCi:C SPENCER (WHEC 36) 1-24

US3 LOYALTY (MSC 457) 5«11

USCGC MENDOTA (WHEC 69) 1-6 25-31
USS WASHOE CCUNTY (L3T 1165) l1-8

USCGC KLAMATH (WHEC 66) 8- 31

U3S JINDHAM COUNTY (LST 1170) 9-31

Use GALLUP (PG 85) 21 - 31

PCF's wvere assigned to the following Coastal Divisions on 31 August:

tCoastal Div |Coastal Div
gg%;éﬁiaii;ﬁoi,g§§i§§ED£§an#[gg?;;géﬂ?é:£ Lo gggRgfii Bay EiiTgign
3 45 {13 17 63 |42 1
5 50 115 20 64 |44 =23
9 51 |20 24 87 |47 49
10 22 |39 25 95 (48 67
12 55 |61 28 98 |57 T4
18 56 |65 32 102|58 89
22 62 |70 37 103| 68 o1
27 72 |75 46 73 100
S 82 |78 53 88
35 9% 179 34 90
36 % |80 59 o7
38 8l 60
40 99
101
(24) (14) (19) £11) (8)
DECLASSIFIED
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Total Assigned ¥CF - 76
# - 3ix PCr's assigned to Chu lei Detachment
Non assigned PCF's:
VNN PCF Treining Location

PCF 6 Saigon Boat School

PCFtg in Cwverhaul

ECF Location Commenced ETC Z5T Length
93 Cam Hanh Bay 8 Jul 62 31 Aug 69 53 days
69 Cam Ranh Bay 22 Jul 69 15 Sep 69 56 days
66 Cam Ranh Bay 13 Aug 69 2 Oct 69 50 days
92 Cat lo 12 Aug 69 27 Sep 69 46 days
71 Cat Lo 19 Aug 69 18 Nov 69 90 days

Total Non-assigned FCF - 6

Grand Total 82
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DETECTI(NS, INSPECTIONS, BOARDINGS BY STABLE DOOR UNITS
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2IVER PATIROL FURCE SUMUARY

Throughout August, the River Patrol Force countered pressure on
the enemy An the I CTZ, Mekong Delta, along the upper Saigon River,
and in the Rung Sat Special Zone and additionally provided major support
to on going and some recently activated Operation SEA LARDS Int=rdiction
Campaigns - GIANT SLINGSHOT, Border Interdiction (consisting of Tran
Hung Dao and Barrier Reef Campaigns) Search Turn (Rach Gia Canal),

Mang Thit-Nicholai Canal and Cho Gao Canal operations.

During the month an average of 220 PBR's were assigned to the
force. Twenty of these were assigned to the I CTZ under the OPCON
of CTF Clearwater, 20 were assigned to TG 194.3 (Rach Gia) which became
operational on 1 August when CIG 116.1 assumed the designator CTG 194.3;
a monthly average of 72 were assigned to TG 194.9 (GIANT SLINGSHOT),
20 were assigned to TG 116.3/TG 194.6 with responsibilities for the
Central Delta Patrol and the Mang Thit-Nicholai/Cho Geo Canal operations,
and an average of 34 were assigned to TG 116.9 operating in the Rumg
Sat Special Zone and along the upper Saigon River. Additlonally PCF's
of TG 115.3 continued to patrol the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers

as replacements for PBR's being utilized in the SEA LORDS Campaigns.

The employment of Task Force 116 assets included the execution of
the population and resources control mission which resulted in 2,660
two boat patrols, 100,699 detections, 31,264 inspections, and 23,415

boardings during the month. These figures do not include the results

DECLASSIFIED
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of PCE p;£rols waich are reported in the Market Time Raider section
of this summary. Other PBR activity included canal incursions for
waterborne traffic inspections, distribution of PSYOPSE materisal,
intelligence gathering, and general familiarization; daily Chain
Drag sweeps of the Long Tau shipping channel by MSB's; support of
SEAL and PRU operations; nighttime waterborne guardposts; transporta-
tion of Vietnamese and other free world armed forces and MEDCAPS and

Psychological wWarfare operations.

Game Werden aircraft at the end of the month nmumbered 30 helicopters
and 13 OV-10's assigned as follows: Detachment ONE (two helos) aboard
the USS WINDHAM COUNTY (LST 1170) supporting TF 115 forces in operation
5E4 FLOAT/TRAN HUNG DAO III in the lower Cau Mau Peninsula, Detachment
TWO (four helos) at Nha Be, Detachment THREE (two helos) aboard the USS
HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST 838) on the upper Mekong River southeast of Tan
Chau, Detachment FOUR (two helos) at Ben Luc on the Vam Co Dong River,
Detachment FIVE (two helos) aboard the YRBM-16 on the upper Bassac River
southeast of Chau Doc, Detachment SIX (two helos) aboard the USS
JENNINGS COUNTY (LST 846) enroute to the Gulf of Thailand, Detachment
SEVEN (two helos) at Tay Ninh on the upper Vem Co Dong River, Detach-
ment EIGHT (two helos) aboard the USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST 821) in the
Gulf of Thailand west of Rach Gia, and a maintenance pool of 12 helos
at Binh Thuy. The 13 OV-10A aircraft are besed at VNAF, Binh Thuy
as detachment A (5 plapea), and at Vung Tau as detachment B (5 planes).
A maintenance pool of three aircraft exists at Binh Thuy. These air-
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craft sccounted for over 890 flight hours in combat missions in
addition to normal surveillance patrols., A breakdown of these hours

follows (Game Warden/SEA LORDS):

UH-1B / Qv-104

PREPLANNED STRIKES 12/140 5/0
REACTICN STRIKES 13/108 43/0
TARGETS OF OPPORTUNITY 66/112 147/0
SUPPRT MISSIONS 41/151 56/0

Note: Although no SEA LOIDS missions are listed to OV-1Qi's they
nonetheless did support SEA LORDS operations while under the OPCON
of CTF 116; some of the missions listed for UH-1B's in support of
SEA LR DS are also in support of Game Warden operations, this disparity

arises as a result of the split responsibility of TG 116.3/TG 194.6.

The Rung Sat Special Zone continued to receive special attention.
In addition to joint operations conducted with Vietnamese forces, two
named joint operations were conducted with other free world forces.
The first of these, Operation Friendship I (2-4 August) involved
TG 116.9 support of Royal Thai Army volunteer force troops in the
southern Nhon Trach District of Bien Hoa Province. Navy support
consisted of_PBRﬁASPB blocking forces, waterborne guardposts, and
1ift of Thail troops; SEAL reconnaissance and guardpost; and Seawolf
patrols/strikes. The second operation, Operation Platypus (10-14
August) found TG 116.9 forces supporting units of the 1lst Armored

Regiment, of the 1lst Australian Task Force (ATF) in westera Fhoue
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Tuy Province. s5ual's with PRU Scouts set guardposts and conducted
recon missions and PBi's/ASPB's conducted traffic checks, canal
incursions, and provided waterborne blocking forces. Both of these
operations were aimed at cutting enemy comme lizison routes inte

the RPung Sat Srecial Zone,

On 11 August, RIVDIV 574 was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy
at Nha Be, marking the first ACTOV Progrsm turnover of a PBR Division.
On the same day RIVDIV 571 moved its area of operation from Nha Be
to Phu Cuong on the upper Saigon River thereby doubling the numbsr of

PBR Divisions operating in that area,

Gome Warden PBR, UH-18, And OV-10A Oper=tions

On the evening of 1 August, Army units called for an air strike
on a bunker and four people in a sampan next to the bunker about 15
miles south of Vinh Long (X5 131 179) Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 were
diverted from their patrol to place the strikes. Army observers
credited the strikes with four VC killed, two houses destroyed and

one bunker damaged. There were no U,S. casualties.

Two FER's of TE 116.9.1.3 inserted a six man U.5. Army team 121
miles northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 645 315) on the night of 2 August
and then assuﬁed waterborne guardpost positions nearby. At 2045 the
soldiers engaged a four man VC point element of an enemy platoon
(35-50 VG), The main enemy unit returned automatic and B-40/41 rocket
fire resulting in three U.S, soldiers killed and the other three
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wounded. The troops then requested immediate emergency extraction

and sssistance. The P3H's returned and suppressed the enemy fire,

and then put ashore a three man landing party to move the dead and
wounded to safer positions. Dust—off and artillery illuminastion were
requested. Additional PBR's arrived on the scene anc three more
sailors were put ashore as naval units and personnel continued to
suppress the enemy fire and provided security until the dust-off was
conpleted., The F3li's then safely extracted their own men and withdrew
from the area. Enemy casualties were one killed and six others

nrobably killed. There werc no Navy casuslties.

In the Rung 3at Specizl Zone, shortly after midnight on 8 august,
PER's in waterborne guardpost 16 miles southcast of Nha Be (Yo 178 719)
took an enemy sgmpan under f{ire. The four occupants of the sampan
answered the PBR's with small arms fire which was suppressed. Enemy
casualties were placed at four probably killed and one sampan desiroyed.

There were no U.3. casualties.

Seawolves were cleared by CTG 116,.3 to place strikes on an estimated
company of VC, ten miles northwest of Mo Cay (XS 383 235) on the after-
noon of 10 August. The strikes msulted in eight structures destroyed,
an additional five ot iers damaged, and six of the ememy probably
killed. |

Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 were scrambled late afternoon of 12 August
to go to the aid of an Army forward air controller (FAC) who was
recelving ground fire at a point 25 miles northwest of Tra Vinh
(XS 249080-%s 260025). The aircraft arrived on the scene and placed
all of their ordnance on the target and received light automatic
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" 1-=@§€ﬂ£g fire from the enamy =ositicn:. The ene.y fire wuas eilenced
end the ammy FAC crcdited the OV-10's with four enemy killed, four

structures destroyed ana three damaged. There vere no friendly

casualtics,

Seawnlves vere requested to provide sir cover for U.S. TTY
troops in contact with the enemy on the afternoon of 15 August, 15
nmiles southwest of Ben Tre (€ 398 257). The helos »laced their
strikes on an estimsted company of Vict Cong and received sporadic
sniper fire during their runs. Enemy casuzliies were listed as

12 probably killed, five structures destroyed, and five other danmaged.

There were no U.3, casualties,

On the upper Seigon River, five miles northwest of Phu Cuong

(X7 7561760), on the night of 17 August PER's in night guardpost
positions sighted a column of epproximately 40-50 VC/NVA troops noving
south on the bank of the river carrying heavy packs and equipment,
When the enewny closed to 40-60 feet the PBR's opened fire, killing
three of the enemy. Two wore PBR's sped to the scene from their guard-
post positions to give support. The eneny initially fired rockets
and automatic weapons at the boats but scored no hits. On their second
firing run, the PIR's suppressed the enemy fire and then withdrew to
allow LHFT and artillery strikes to be placed in the area. While the
support firing was going on, the PBR's sighted an additional 20=30C
enemy troops on the north benk of the river and killed five of them.
Additional aircraft strikes were credited with killing nine of the
enemy. No friendly casualties were sustained.
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I'S 116,7.1 were transporting U.d. irmy

On 19 august, PERvs of
troops on e upper Salcson River about two miles northwest of Fhu
Cuong (XT' 769 155). After inserting the lazct of th: troops, the PBR's
remained in the area to provide support znd act as a blocking force
and found a cache cf 15 E-41 rockets lying on the west bank of the
river in back of a tree. The rockets were all in individual nlastic
covers and in good nevw condition. The entire cache had heen covered

with a geen plastic tarpulin, There was no contact with enemy forces.

Just before dawn on 21 iugust, PBR's of TU 194.6.1 were drifting
in the Mang Thit River approximately 15 miles southwest of Cai Nhum
(SX 143 140) when they came upon zn unlighted sampan proceeding along
the east bank of the river, Four armed men in the sampan evaded to
the bank of the river when called alongside., The PBR's took the men
under fire, two men were observed to be hit and the other two abandoned
the sampan and went below the surface of the water. Hand grenades were
dropped in the area but none of the bodies surfaced. All four zre

listed as killed.

Seawolves on z Mang Thit River patrol on the evening of 24 August
were cirected to strike a VC staging area about ten miles southeast
of Vinh Long (X5 1629). The helos brought fire to bear on six evading
sampans but received no return fire. Enemy casualties were ten killed,

two sampans destroyed and four others heavily damaged.

PBR's on patrol seven miles southeast of Dau Tieng (XT 555 351)

on the night of 20-27 August sighted approximately 20 VG attempting
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to eross the Scigon River from north to south. when the VC were in

The water, the boute illuminated and opened fire, AiK-47 fire was
receilved from both banks and support was recuested from fire support
Base Mghone., lortar illumination was received from FSB Freda. The
eneny then fired two B-4C/41 rockets from the north bank but both
missed and the P°R's then suppressed the enemy fire. Shadov zirecraft
(C-47) and LFFT placed strikes in the area. when the aircraft departed,
the P7H's continued with H&I fire throughout the night to prevent enenmy
rescue and body recovery efforts, Fifteen of the enemy were killed in
the encounter and an additional five were listed as probably killed,

There were no friendly casualties.

Two Bronco's of TU 116.4.E were scrambled to assist friendly
ground forces in heavy contact with the enemy about 22 miles southeast
of Scc Trang (4R 904 425), The enemy forces were armed with at least
two crew served weapons. 4 ground sweep after the aircraft strikes
revealed 25 of the enemy killed, three structures destroyed, and two
crev served weapons destroyed. The enemy was also estimated to have
suffered ten others probebly killed and three probebly wounded. There

were no U.S, casualties, This action took place in mid morning

27 August.

On 28 August, Bronco's were called on once again to support troops
in heavy contact with an estimated two platoons of VC 20 miles south-
east of Soc Trang (XWR 935 457), Their air strikes resulted in ten

of the enemy killed, There were no Navy casualties,
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+hile conducting a FBR recon of Bo Cap Canal, 15 miles north-

DE
west of Fhu Cuong (IT 652 313) on the afternoon of 31 August, a VO
was sighted walking on the bank carrying = bag., When the PER's took
the VC under fire, six other VC broke from cover & the canal crossing
and ran west., The boats immediately took the acdditional VO under fire
and killed four of them, The other three were wounded and captured.
Also recovered was VC personal gear and documents. A readout of the
documents revealed that the VC were returning from a mission to
purchase rice in Chu Chi and that at least one VC was in Chu Chi,

The VC were identified es members of the 294 VC Regiment. There were

no U.,S, casuzlties.

GAME WARDEN SEAL OPERATIONS

Just prior to midnight on 1 August, S .AL's were inserted by

LSSC approximately 14 miles east of Nha Be (I3 155 774) in support

of operation Friendship I. After establishing a guardpost position,
they waited almost five hours before sighting 15 Viet Cong in three
sampans. They took the sampans under fire and received heavy sutomatic
fire in return. Seawolves were scrambled and placed strikes on the
surrounding river banks. At the end of the encounter 1C VC were listed
as probably killed, one sampan was destroyed, four personal weapons
were captured and approximately four kilos of documents concerning
rocket/mine use and manufacture were taken into custody. There were

no U.,S, casualties,

Reacting to intelligence received from detainees, seven SiAL's

and one LDNN were inserted by LSSC 12 miles west of My Tho (XS 305 400)
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in the pre-dawn hours of 5 Aurust. They patrolled south 1C0 meters

to o designzted VC hootch and searched it with ncgative results.
Patrolling to the west they detained three males in =nother hoctch.

ihen one of the detainees attempted to escape, he was taken under fire and
killed, The two remsining detainees were questioned,classified VC,

and then turred over to authorities at Dong Tam, This was a TG 194.4

operation.

Chieu Hoi and combined intelligence concerning alleged POW camps
trigcer-d a series of TU 194.6.8 S:AL operations on 9 August in an
ares 32 miles southeast of Benm Tre (XR 76 90, XR 82 43). The SEAL's
operating with IDNN's and PRU's were inserted by Army slicks and searched
for the three suspected sites with no success., They did however,
discover two VC base camps/work areas and a VC dispensary. The work-
shops and numerous hand grenades that were stockpiled thcre were
destroyed. Three VC were killed at the first site when an air strike
was called in to destroy the enemy structure., Three VO commo-liaison
personnel and one VC worker were captured at the dispensary., After
destroying the buildings at the second site, all friendly forces and
prisoners were extracted. Upon successful extraction H&I fire from
the USS PRITCHETT was placed in the area of the workshops. Inter-
rogations of the prisoners provided only one person who had heard of
POW's in the area within the last month. There were no friendly

casuzalties.

Acting on intelligence gathered from previous operations, SEilt's
of TU 194.6.8 with four IDNN's and three Hol Chans were inserted by
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ICK 10! miles west of My Tho (XS 324 409) on the afternoon of

11 August. The objective was a possible arms/weapons cache in a
suspected VC base camp. Seawclves were scrambled to cover the operztion
and the entire objective area was prepped with mini-guns from the LCM.
Four VC hootches, three VC sampans, and a 1,000 pound rice cache were
destroyed and 1,000 rounds of AK-47 ammunition, two kilos of documents

and some clothing and medical gear were captured,

In Long An Province eight miles southwest of Nha Be (XS 863 704)
a combined operation involving 12 GEAL's, 26 PEU's, two LDNW'!'s, PRE's,
Broncc's, Seawolves, and U.s. irmy slicks took place on the afternoon
of 19 August. SEAL's and PRU's were inserted by slick and took cover
awaiting the arrival of VC, Five VC met in a hootch and three more
were seen approaching in a sampan. Those in the sampan were taken
under fire and additional Forces were landed by PBR's and LoSC's, After
the VC had fled, the friendly forces began boarding the boats;but during
extraction,additional VC were sighted in a nippa palm area and taken
under fire by the PBR's and LS3C's, When return fire was received
from the enemy positions, S:iiL's and PRU's were inserted for s sweep
of the area, at which point the enemy fled. Seawolves and Bronco's
were scrambled to place strikes in the target area and cover extraction.
There were no U.S. casuslties. Enemy casualties were seven killed,

one captured and an additional five listed as probably killed.

In the pre-dawn hours of 27 August, SEAL's and PRU's in waterborms guard-

post position sighted three VC in a sampan traveling east on a cansl
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11 wiles ecst of Nha Be (Y5 111777). The smupan was taken under fire
ané tuo hodies were seen flosting on the water as one :an attempled

7 The swimmer -ius ialen under fire znd killed. Three
al=47 megazines wiih pouches and some persomal gsar were captured and

the sumpan =3 destroyed. There were no friendly casuslties.

LAY VAT S bR N 1 AN

BEELY THING/HARASSIENT /ATTACHS O MICHAIT FIFTING

The only case of enemy harzssment of merchant shipping on the
vital Long Tau shipping channel to Saigon occurred on 29 -ugust when
the 55 HOIDI4 of Panemaien registry came under rocket fire. The rocket

missed the tcrget 2:d there was no damage or personnel casualiies

There were two cases of enemy mining of ships and one possible
mining attempt during iugust. OCn 20 august, the Japanese ship HIARI
1ARU was mined with 200-250 pounds of high explosive that blew a hole
8 ft. through the entire bottom or the stern. One crewman was killed
and twc others injured., The ship maintained its watertight integrity
and empty tanks provided sufficient buoyancy to keep the ship afloat.
The minin; occurred in the vicinity of the Nha Be Tank Farm (XS 925
825). On 28 August the Dutch ship KENIA at the Nha Be Tank Ferm was
checked by U.S. Army PBR's between 0315=-0330 and found to be secure., at
0345 Army FBR's sighted = white nylon line attached to KENIA's anchor
chain and VNN divers were sent to the scene, Just as the divers were to
enter the water the mine detonated. It was estimated to have been a 400
pound expleosive charge. The explosion caused a 15 ft. by 20 ft. hole
in the port side of the ship but once again the watertight integrity

of the ship prevénted it from sinking. -
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Three hovxre later another vhite nylon line vas sighted sttached to the 58
AL TLYLCK but no object was attached to it., It was believed that

the jacking of the ship's propeller haé cut loose a mine which then
drifted awvay. In all cases attempts by Allied Forces to locate

persons responsible were unsuccessful.

TASY FORCE CLEAZATER

Task Force Clearwvater consists of two river seeurity groups
made up of ten FZR's each., River Division 521, the Hue River security
group is based at Mobile Base I gt Tem My Lagoon and River Division 543,
based at Cua Viet, mekes up the Dong Ha River securily group. Enemy
activity was light throughout the month with only seven hostile fire
incidents, All river transits of the Cus Viet and Perfume Rivers
were made without incident. Enemy casualties were three killed, one
wounded and one captured. Navy casualties for this area were one
killed and nine wounded; only one of these was the result of a fire-
fight involving FBR's. Enemy rocket attacks on U.S. installstions

accounted for one killed and six of the wounded.,

On 9 August, the pier security guard at Cua Viet using random
scare charges observed a secondary explosion that produced a water
spout approximately 60 feet in height. The explosion obcurred about
30 feet from the end of the pier, Based on the size of the water spout

and discussion with EOD personnel, it was believed to have been a2 mine

of an wnknown type.
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Cun Vit reesived zpproximantely ten rounds of 140mm rockets
shortly z«fter G200 on 11 August. About 15 minutes later C 3Battery
/40 artillery fired 45 rounds of 1C5mm counter battery. The attack
killed one MNavyman and wounded two others and one scldier. The
results of the counter battery are un'moin., There was no damage

to Clearwater assets and operations on the Cuzn Viet were unaffected.

4 logistic craft transiting the Cus Viet River on 16 August
sighted a possible water mine floating on the swrface three miles
fron the mouth of the river (YD 296 667). PBR and ECD personnel
investigated and found the mine to be pressure-infiuence type with
two delay pencils and 872mm chemical long fuse attached. The pressure
bulb and pressure chamber were lost during recovery. Yo explosion
occurred. EOD personnel estimated that it contained 150-200 pounds
of explosive, the arming circuit had functioned, both blasting ceps had
fired, ancd the mine was either a dud or a low order explosion detonated

the previous day,
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MCRILE RIV-RINE FORCE SUMMARY

The Army-Navy lobile Riverine Foirce phased out of existence as
CCMELIVFLOY CNZ/COKIVSUFPRON SEVEN/CTF 117 were disestablished on
25 August after operating in the Mekong Delta since February 1967.
The redeployment of units of the U.,3. Ninth Division from Dong Tam
in consequence of the previously announced 25,000 personnel strength
reduction, along with previous and planned turnover of river assault
craft to the Vietnamese Navy, were major factors in the phase out.
Remaining Navy components of the MEF have ®en designated the Riverine
Strike Group and placed under the command of Commander Task Group
19447, a component of the Operation SEA LORDS task organization.
River assault squadron 13 and 15 remain intact under CTG 194.7. USS
BENEWAH (APE 35), flagship of the MRF, moved from its usual station
on the My Tho River near Dong Tam to the vicinity of French Fort

(X5 885 535) on the Vam Co River.

Otherwise during the month, the MAF continued the limited opera-
tions which have been characteristic since the stand-down of 9th
Division began. Primary emphasis was again given to local security
operations in defense of Dong Tam and the preemption of rocket and
mortar attacks against the base. Tactics to accomplish these goals,
and which involved use of river assault craft, included dzily insertion
of 6/31 Infantry Battalion troops for interdiction sweeps in the vicinity
of Dong Tam, night interdiction and sniper patrols, burn defoliation

missions along the Xang Canal, water mobile guardposts, sampan and
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personnel inspection, and harassment and interdiction fire into the
southern Dong Tam defensive perimeter and reaction fire to Duffel

hage sensor indications.

Operations outside the Dong Tam area were diversified and wide-
spreed. Numerous riverine assault operations throughout Kien Hoa
Province took place on almost gz daily basis as RAC supported various
ARVN, Tiger Scout, PRU, Maritime National Folice and RF/FF activities.
The majority of these operations were initisted along the Ham Luong
and Bai lei Rivers. Interdiction patrols involving about 8 RAC
were conducted in the vicinity of Sa Dec and Football Island (W45 90 40)
in the Mekong River. Operations in the Can Giouc ares of Long An
Province, targetted against the Viet Cong Dong Phu 265 and 508 Battslions
continued as RAC supported the 3/7th Infantry Battalion of the Third
Brigade. On the 28th of the month, the newly founded Riverine Strike
Group assumed patrol/interdiction responsibilities for the Vam Co
River and its tributaries, After the BENEWAH shifted locale to French
Fort, RAC also augmented TG 116.9 patrol units on the Nha Be River
and supported TG 116,3 as a ready reaction force on the Cho Gao Canal.
Inspections of sampens and persomnel received special attention in a1l

areas throughout the month.

Significént contingents of RAC supported various SEA LORDS and
other operations, i.e, GIANT SLINGSHOT, Tran Hung Dao and the RSSZ.
Further details are given in the Operation SEA LORDS summary, The
table below illustrates the deployment of RAC at month's end - of
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perticulur note is the simificant reduction in boats assigned to Kien Koa

Province operations as compareé to otner months:

(1) (2)

Operation Source of #aC ATC ASPB MON (OB REF SN  TCTAL
Giant 5lingshot AUD: 152, 1%3 O - 14 @) 1 @ 1 29
Pung Sat Special Zome RAD 152, 153 1 7 1(F) © 0 0 9
Tran Hung Dzo RAD 131 14 6 2 1 0 0 23
Rach Soi RAD 131 0 0 © 1 o0 © 1
Vem Co River Patrcl 4D 151 8 3 2 ¥ 1 2 16
Rase Defense RAD 151 2 I @ 0 0 0 3
Kien Hoa Province Ops RAD 132 10 L 2(1F) 1 0 3 19
Repair & Overhaul 9 5 2(1F) o 1 __ 0O 19
Total 5, 40 13(5F) 5 2 4 17

(1} ¥ - flame thrower configured monitor

(2) 4 MSH!'s utilized in utility role

Enemy contact was inconsequential in all MREF operating areas during the
month, Of the 1/ hostile fire incidents (HFI) reported, only two were enemy
initiated firefights involving an exchange of fire. One friendly initiated
firefight took place while the balance of the !FI's were cases of unilateral
fire. No U.S. casualties were sustained while 1 PRU and 1 RF were killed
and 2 PRU and 7 RF were wounded. Enemy casualties were 23 killed (2 probeble).

These casualty figures are the lowest on record.

The Honorable John M, Warner, Under Secretary of the Navy, accompanied
by Vice Admiral Zumwalt, COMUAVFORV, visited the MREF on 17 August during

his tour of Nawval activities. As the Secretary observed an H&I fire demonstra-
' a1 AQEIEIES
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tion on the south bank of the Ky Tho, 4 Viet Cong were sighted in a

free fire zone by the helo zunships varticipating in the demonstration.

The 'EF boats joined in tlic shoot and the 4 VC were killed.

The fin=1 contingent of some 330 U.S. Nevymen from the IMIF departed
Vietnam on 25 August. A4ll were part of the 1,200 Navy personnel included

in the 75,000 troops being redeployed by the end of August,
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CPE-ATICHS IK KTGN HOx PROVINGCE

The enemy's ability to avoid contact yet harass Dong Tam and the
B was again demonstrated as Dong Tam received rocket and/or mortar
fire on at least 7 occasions, but no damage to Naval units was reported.
Reaction fire by MRB units and LHFT were poured on the enemy positions

as the attacks cccurred with undetermined effect.

A mining attempt against USS NUECES was believed to have been
thwarted by minesweeping activity of the mobile riverine base defense
patrol cr by the anti-mine protective sleeve which is run up and down
IMRB anchor chains at 30 minute intervals, At 0623 in the morning of
11 Auvgust, as NUZCES was preparing to get underway from its overnight
anchorage in the My Tho River 4 miles southeast of My Tho (XS 569 406),
personnel on board spotted a large flotation device, consisting of =
rubber inner tube with a solid object suspended from the center, secured
to the port anchor chain., A Navy EOD team was dispatched from Dong
Tam aboard ASFB 12 and at 0730 confirmed the presence of a swimmer placed
water mine. As the ASFB made an approach to attempt to cut the mine
loose and tow it away from the ship, the boat's wake apparently dislodged
the mine from the flotation device causing it to sink. Divers later
entered the water to recover what was believed to be a command detonated
mine, but met with negative results. A conductor wire was recovered.

A subsequent inspection of the shlp's hull produced negative results and
a search of the south bank for evidence of wire or detonators also
produced nothing. The NUECES got underway at 0830.
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A4 beat on base defense natrol in the Dong Tam anchorage on the
My Tho River received zbout & rounds of small arms fire at 0050
on 12 August from the mouth bank 2 miles west of Dong Tam (X3 316 416).

No damage was sustained.

At 0330 on 12 August, AiC 35 and 45, vhile on routine patrol with
a 6/31 Infantry sniper team embarked, received 3 B-40 rounds from the
south bank of the My Tho River 4 miles west of Dong Tam (XS 343 408).
ATC 45 took 1 B-40 hit with no personnel casualties and light damage.
A LHFT strike was placed on the estimated squad size enemy force at
0345 with unknown results. Fire had not been returned by the RAC due

to the civilian population in the area,

At 0120 on 14 August, ATC 30 & 34 while conducting routine night
interdiction patrol with a Navy sniper team embarked, observed two Viet
Cong moving on the south bank of the My Tho River 4 miles west of Dong
Tam. (X- 343 411) The ATC took the VC under fire with 20mm, resulting
in two KIa, The unit then continued on interdiction patrol. This was
the same location from which ATC 35 & 45 received B-40 fire on

12 August.

At 0500 on 16 July, two RAD 151 ASPB's in support of the operation
‘extracted a platoon of My Tho District PRU's from the bank of the Ba
Lai River 4 miles northeast of Ben Tre (XS 581 351). The FRU's had
been inserted on an intelligence target at 2030 15 August and gained
contact with a squad of VC near the extraction point resulting in 5 VC
killed., One PRU was killed and another two wounded in the encounter.

DECLASSIFIED
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" After backlonding 350 PEU's before afterncon on the 17th, a
monitor, = CCB and 7 ATC's inserted the troops along the Song Cua Tieu
(northern branch of the My Tho) 9 miles southsast of My Tho. As
insertion was completed, contact was made with 15 Viet Cong who

immediately cleared the area without exchanging fire.

After inserting two RF companies zlong the Rach Cei Cam at 0800
on 21 August at positions 5 miles west and 3% miles southwest of Ben
Tre respectively (X5 413 323, X3 445 306), RAC received rocket, i/W
and small arms fire from an enemy position about a half mile inland
from the second landing position (vieinity X3 441 302). The aC
returned and suppressed the fire, killing two VC, The RF!'s gained contact
accounting for 3 more VC killed and were extracted at 1620. There were
no friendly casualties. Commander R, G, Murphy, Commander RiS 13 and

the Don Nhon district chief controlled the operation from the CCB present,

Enroute to an inspection point with the Don Nhon District Chief
aboard, 1aC came under B-40, 4/ and small arms fire from the south
bank of the Cai Cam River in Kien Hoa Province, 4 miles southwest of
Ben Tre (X5 441 302) at 0930 on 21 August. Fire was returned and sup-
pressed resulting in 2 VC killed by ASP39., RF/PF troops were inserted
and accounted for 3 additional VC killed and 4 kilos of documents and

medical supplies captured.
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SN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

August 1969

MARKET TIME

GAME WARDEN Mobile Riverine Force

Detections 76,265 105,715 (2)
Inspections 1i0,25hL 33,586 3,6LL
Boardings 17,97k 25,6L8 (2)
Craft detained 280 s (2)
Persons detained 1,604 118 L7
Viet Cong suspects 59 0 (2)
Hostile fire incidents 120 L9 14 (3)
Enemy casualties: .
a. Killed 149 (1078C,L2EST) 99(BC)&117(PROB) 23 (2 prob)
b. TWounded 21 0
c. Captured 9 21 3
USH casualties:
a. Killed L (1USK,1USCG,1V8N) O O USN
b. Wounded 31 (14USY,3USCG,1USA,11M5F), 6 O USN, 1 PRU, 1 RF
c. Captured 0 0 0
d. Missing 0 0 0
Enemy material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Junks or sampans 226 79 !
(2) Structures 732 206 1
b. Captured:
(1) Junks or sampans X 1 1
(2) Veapons X 17 b
(3) Ammnition (rounds) X 1415 215
(4) Rice (tons) X .5 (Destroyed) O
c. Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans 20 21 (2)
(2) Structures 123 196 (2)
USH material losses:
a. Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft 0 0 0
(2) Helicopters 0 2 0
b. Damaged: .
(1) Surface craft 13 (12PCF,1WPB) ! !
(2) Helicopters 2 0 0
SAR missions 2
Remarks:

X - Information not available or not ap
Riverine Strike Group as of 25 Augu

(1)-
(2)=
(3)-

g&icable

Information unknown or unavailable at this time
Two enemy initiated firefights, one friendly initiated, eleven cases

of enemy unilateral fire which was not returned.
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NAVAL AUVISORY GEOUP SUM 4RY
Vietnamese Navy

FLEET CCMMAND

Fleet Command units actively patrolled 1S Masrket Time stations in
August. This included two in the First Coastal Zone (1E, 1G), two in
the Second Coastal Zone (4C, 4D), two in the Third Coastal Zone- (6D, 6F),
and all the stations in the Fourth Coastal Zone (areas 8 and 9). Al-
though there was a slight decrease in the number of junks searched
from 5,528 in July to 5,059 in August, there was a substantial recovery
in the ﬂumber of pecple searched from 13,903 in July to 19,516 in August.
Detainment figures which normally are rather meager for the Fleet
Command ships showed a marked increase in August. There were 27 junks
and 51 people detained in August in comparison to negative detainments

in July.

In addition to Market Time patrols the Fleet Command ships fired
44 NGFS missions, and conducted logistic 1lifts, river escorts, PSYUPS
and Clvic Action, and river missions, Generally H and I missions are
performed with 1little knowledge of the effectiveness of the fire support.
However, on the evening of 5 August LSIL 330 expended 2,841 rounds of
3"/50, 4Omm, 20mm, 8lmm, .50 cal. and .3C cal. ammmition on suspected
VC positions eleven miles southeast of Can Tho on the southern benk of
the Hau Giang River (XR 013592, XR 019947, XR 016904, WR 994915,
LR 001936). Several days later a local friendly Vietnamese sampan

owner reported to the commanding officer of the LSIL that his sister
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lived neer the target area and that after the ship cessed firing VG
entered her home and took a blanket to be used in improvising a
medical stretcher. Before the VC left her home they told her thst as
a result of the L3IL's destructive fire sixteen of their comrades had

been killed and 27 wounded.

On 22 August LSIL 330 was instrumental in turning back a VC
attack when it fired 3"/50 and 4Omm rounds at VC who were sighted in
an area five miles southeast of Can Tho adjacent to the Hau Giang

River (W/R 916012),

On the morning of 27 August, the VNN LSM(H) HQ401 (Hospital Ship)
was enroute from SEA FLOAT to the SEA FLOAT Annex (both on the Cua Lon
River). Approximstely one and one half miles northeast of Nam Can
City (Wq 015687) the ship was attacked with 57mm recoilless rifle,
B=40 rocket, and automatic weapons fire, One 57mm round and three
B~4C rocket rounds found their mark and csused extensive damage to the
dental van and the ships galley. Hull damage consisted of one hole
one foot in diameter, two holes two feet in diameter, and superficial
shrapnel damage to the forward gun mownt. The VNN responded almost
immediately with a heavy blanket of devastating fire directed at the
enemy positions. One Vietnamese sailor with massive shrapnel wounds
to both legs was medevaced to the evacuation hospital at Binh Thuy.
Two other sailors that were wounded were treated on bosrd. Four U.S.
PCF's were already proceeding to the MSF base to pick up troops for

a scheduled operation when the hospital ship came under fire, Within
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Lienty ~iinutes the troops were aboard the PCI''s anc the DSEEJ_LI(AesstFI!EeD
was enrcute to the scene of the ambush. Five minutes after the ambush
was initiated the IL.T5E had struck the ambush positions with 8lmm
mortar fire. A single Seawolf that was already airborne lashed out

at the enemy with her machine guns and rockets. OCnce the MSF troops
had reached the scene of the ineldent, they were inserted 200 to 300
yerds either side of the ambush point and commenced a sweep operation.
Approaching the ambush site the ground troops found six double tube
homemade B-40 launchers along with three B-40 rockets still in the

tubes. The troops continued to search the area until noon with negative

results,

At the end of four runs on the Dong Nai River, the minesweepers
of RAG 91 recovered electrical wire having a total length of 540 feet.
Un all four occasions the lengths of wire had some configuration of a

plug, detonator, or blasting fuse attached to at least one end.

RIVER PATROL GROUP 51
An average of sixteen of the nineteen boats assigned to RPG 51

performed the routine patrols on the Long Tao and Soirap Rivers during
the month of August. The PER sailors were fired upon three times in
August (AT YS 058915, Y5 062944, and YS 064950) resulting in no VNN
casualties or damage. Highlights of the month occurred on 30 August
while two PBR's were conducting a routine patrol on the Dong Nai River
ten miles east northeast of Saigon (XS 064958). When a sampan was
detected emerging from a nearby canal, the PBR's fired warning shots
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across its bow. One of the occupants diszppeared in the dense under-
growth along the bank and the other one closed the PBR's and expressed
his desire to Chieu Hoi to the PBR's, The VC and his gear and weapon

were delivered to Cat Lai.

COASTAL JUNK FCRCES

Coastal surveillance figures for the Coastal Group Junk Forces
were comparable to those reported in July as there were 63,251 junks
(62,797 in July) and 197,318 people (205,562 in July) searched in
August. The detainment figures reflected a significant increase in
the number of junks detained in the Second and Fourth Coastal Zones
and a large decrease in the number of people detained in the First
Coastal Zone partially compensated by increases in the Second, Third,
and Fourth Coastal Zones, The totals in August were 314 junks (247

in July) and 825 people (862 in July) detained.

First Coastal Zone

The number of enemy initiated incidents remained at a low level
for Coastal Forces during the month with the exception of the evening
of 11-12 August when there was increased enemy activity reported through-
out the Republic of South Vietnam. In comparison to the other coastal
forces Coastal Group 14, operating with U,S, units in the Cua Dai River
area of the First Coastal Zone, were involved in the largest number of
incidents with the enemy. On the first day of the month & surveillance
team from CGl4 observed sampan activity in the vicinity of the CGl4
base near the mouth of the Cua Dai River (BT 189553). The team took
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The sarsen under [ire with devastating sceuraey. Three VG vere killed

S

vk onz AE-47, ssven hand ‘renudes, thirty rounds of ammunition, and

Tarly on the morming of 9 Aurust the 20l bhase east ol uang Ngai
(% 73873%) received six rounds of 60rm moritsr fire. 111 six rounds
landed in the water and there was no furthsr contact with the enemy.
later the same day 2 lone Yabuta jurk attached to CGl4 was hit by a
single >7mm recoilless rifle round and scme small arms fire approxi-
mutely cone mile soutiwest of the CGl. base on the Cua Dei River., The
57mmn receilless rifle round ripped holes in the port and starboard
side between the waterline ané the main deck and in the process slightly
wounded two VN sailors. Artillery was promptly supplied by the U.S.
Americal Division and CTU 115.,1.0 with unimown results. A third
significant incident occurred on 9 August in the First Coastal Zone
vhen a surveillance team of RAG 32 found and intercepted a floating
mine of a very crude design two and one half miles southwest of Hoi
An on the Thu Bon River (BT 102557), The components of the mine were
styrofoam, bamboo, and deteriorated C-4 exnlosives. A pulley syctem
was used for maneuvering the mine with badly deteriorated wire which

was probably the reason the mine had not &tonated.

One surveillance team of GGl made contact with an unknown number
of VC on Barrier Island situated in the center of the Cua Dai River

(BT 188544) during the evening hours of darkness on 14 August. Contact
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was light however one VI was killed and aznother one wounded. Three

VC were confirmed dead and one AK-47 was captured.

Second Coastal Zone

Coestal Group 27 located near Phan Rang in the Second Coastel
Zone was involved in a firefight on the evening of 9 August when the
CG27 reaction team reacted to intelligence reports that VC were
entering the My An and Khanh Hoi Hamlets for the purpose of extorting
money food, and conscripis. Traveling inland and to the north of
Phan Reng the team was ambushed by an estimated two squads of VC in
green uniforms (BN 885822). The firefight continued for approximately
thirty minutes with a steady flow of illumination fire being provided
by the CG27 mortars and the Than Hai artillery. When the CG27 team
withdrew, they accounted for nine VC killed (8 probsble) and one AK-47
and some documents captured. The CGR7 force followed up their
extraction from the area with random H and I fire throughout the night.
A sweep of the area the following morning uncovered blood trails and

retreating foot prints.

Third Coastal Zone
On 6 August twenty miles upstream from the mouth of the Co
Chien River CG35 provided transportation and blocking for 50 PF troops
that were inserted on the south bank of the river (XS 445055). The
CG35 wnits received sniper fire approximately ome mile south of the
insertion point (XS 465055) but had no further contact. When

the FF's were extracted from the area, they reported that they had
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light contact which resulted in the death of two VC and the capture

—

of two hand grenades.

ihile petrolling the lower Bassac River on 15 August 29 miles
southeast of Can Tho, two CG36 junks observed a sampan crossing from
the southern bank of the river (XR 225680) to Dung Island (X® 235680).
When the junks gave chase, they were greeted with automatic weapons
fire which they returned and suppressed. Pursuing the enemy ashore a
filfteen man CG36 reaction team came under fire from two locations.
This fire was silenced and the ambush team later returned to the junks
without gaining any further contact. Total results for the brief

incident were two bunkers destroyed and one sampan captured.

After inserting members of the CG36 reaction team on the banks
of the My Thanh River on 21 August 42 miles southeast of Can Tho, two
U.S. PCF's and one U.S, WPB proceeded farther up the river to set up
a mortar support position. Shortly after 1000 the reaction team
surprised a small group of VC who were returning to an extortionist
station. In the brief skirmish that followed one VC was killed and
four VC, assorted documents, and some ammunition were captured. Before
the reaction team returned to the afloat units, they destroyed six

VC sampans and the extortion station.

Fourth Coastal Zone
The 56 VNN junks assigned to Coastal Groups 41, 42, 43, and 44
carried out river and Market Time patrols; base defense and SEA

FLOAT operations in the Fourth Coastal Zone. Since the coastal groups
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operated as an integrated force, there were junks from almost every

coastal group operating out of Ha Tien, 01d Nanm Cen, An Thoi, Hon Tre
Island, and Poulo Obi Island. (See discussion of Tran Hung Deo
Campzign in Border Inderdiction Campaizn within Operation SEL LORDS
Summary and discussion of 3uzi FLOAT in Coastal Surveillance Force

Summary for further details.)

RIVER ASSATLT GRQUPS
In the Third and Fourth Riverine Areas the VNN RAG's conducted
a total of 2,161 amphibicus assaults and 1,335 river patrols. The
RAG's were also employed in routine troop 1lifts, escort missionms,

NGFS, and PSYOPS and Civic Action operations,

Supporting a VG National Police reaction force and VNN LDNN
on 4~5 August, riverine craft of RAG 31 of the Fourth Riverine
patrolled the river/canal from the northern end of the Mang Thit-
Nicholai waterway (XS 276237) to the small village of Tam Binh twelve
miles south of Vinh Long (XS 103107). lLate in the afternoon of
4 August the RAG's fired their guns in preparation for a sweep by the
National Police one mile east of Tam Binh (XS 138137). There were
negative results from the sweep and the RAG continued to patrol until
Just after midnight when they inserted the seven LDNN for a night
guardpost. Iﬁ the morning the IDNN returned to the RAG boats with the
report that they had killed one VC and wounded two others during the
night. They also had destroyed two hootches and captured one grenade.
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RAG 24 units depurted Phu Cuong (XT 806138) on the morning of
7 august with elements of the 5th ARVN Division embarked. While they
transited the Saigon River towards Ben Sue, 26 miles northwest of
Saigon and eighteen miles upstream from Phu Cuong (XT 754354), they
received a single B-40 rocket from the west bank. As the rocket fell
harmlessly in the river, the "AG's released their batteries on a VC
who was leaving the scene of the incident. The force completed their
transit to the northwest without further interruptions. A ground
search by the ARVN units the following day three miles southeast of
Ben Suc (XT 620318) yielded two three-day old VC bodies, one AK=47
and 100 kilograms of rice. The rice and the AK-47 were in a separate

location.

After ARVN and KF troops were loaded aboard RAG 25/29 units on
24 August at Ca Mau (WR 165145), the amphibious force got underway
and proceeded west on the narrow Ganh Hao River to the intersection
of the Ong Doc River. Turning south on the Ong Doc River, the riverine
craft traveled another six miles (WR 048076) before they stopped in
order to put the soldiers ashore. Continuing south the VNN paralleled
the troop sweep., Sniper fire was received during this part of the
operation which wounded one VNN. One company returned to the bosts
that afternoon while the mst remained ashore. The RAG beached their
craft for the evening (WR 004042). The following morning they traveled
farther south (VR 998040) where the one company was put ashore after
the VNN had prepared the beach with their armament. Throughout the
day the VAN extracted the ground units; once they were all on board
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the bozts returned to Ca lzu. The ground units accounted for 30
dead V3, three VG suspects, sleven personal weapons, and 500 rouncs
of Al-47 ammnition., Four 2.VN vere killed and two others woumded,

Une U.5. advisor attached to the ground units was also wounded.

RIVER ASSAULT AND INTUEDICTICH LIVISION C=75

A higher degree of utilization of RaIl's 70 through 75 was
evidenced in August as compared with July with increases in the nurber
of river patrols and amphibious operations from 902 to 1,007 and from
365 to 624 respectively. HAID's 70, 71, and 73 were heavily committed
to GIANT SLINGSHOT operations with HAID 70 operation from Mobile
Base II on the Vam Co Tay River at Tzn An and “AID's 71 and 73 operating
from Ben Luc on the Vam Co Dong. Light to moderate contact for the
RAID's during the month accounted for 26 hostile fire incidents. The
VNN were credited with eighteen VC killed (three probable) at the loss
of eight VNN killed and 43 VNN wounded., (See discussion of GIANT
SLINGSHOT cempeign in Operation SEA LORDS Summary section for further detasils).
RATD 72 was stationed at Chau Doc and was employed in river operations on tre
Vinh Te Canal, (See discussion of Border Interdiction Campaign in

Operation SEA LORDS Summary section for further details.)

RAID's 74 and 75 supported Brigade "A" of the VNMC under the
operational control of the 2lst ARVN Division in the northeastern
portion of Base Area 483 in Chuong Thien Province. RAID 74 units in
company with three river craft of the 18th EF Boat Company were enroute
on 13 August from Vi Thanh on the Cai Tu River to the VIMC fire support

Bﬁﬁabggg §“'t:hﬁt intersection of the Cai Tu and Cai Lon Rivers (WR 369693)
SlF]

i
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when thoy were ambushed ith four command detonated mines, fifteen
“PG rounds, and automatlc weacons fire from both banks, The uniis
returned the fire and cleared the azrez. Enemy casualties were

A3

wrimown and friendly casualtiies were limited to three VNN slightly

vounded and minor shrapnel holes in the superstructure of onec ..5FB,
- LY

(n 16 August DAID 74 conducted a troop lift eleven miles south-
west of Vi Thanh on the Cai Lon River (from :EK353670 %o AR3T2702) .

from 17-2C iugust the amphibious operztions moved to the northeast
and the Rach Nuoc Trong (from .R378707 to wK453670). uhile searching
the river banks on the 19th, tie VNI wounded one evading VC and
uncovered three HPG rounds in crude wooden and pipe launchers, six

crenades, four mines of various types, and 400 feet of electrical wire,

st
L |
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During the month tihec Victnamese Marine Corps and their U...
Marine Corpe advisors continued opergiions in the Third and Fourth

to the six infaniry
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sattalions 2s follows: coribat operzticns - 3565, security opers-

~
L

tions -~ bp, ruserve ststus - 255, and training - le. The

neglizible to light convacet that ell units experienced was reflected
in the low number of eneuy casualiies in comparisen tc the July figure.
L totzl of 23 VC were killed (50 in July;, eighteen VC were captured,
znd one VC rallied, Marire casualties werc almost identical to those
of duly +ith fifteen narines killed and another 83 wounded. Enemy

nmines continued to take their toll as 50 of 2ll marine cesualties

were caused by mines.

o

From 1-30 August Brigade "A' including the Brigade Hezdcuarters,
the Second end Fourth Infantry Bettalions, and Battery i of the First
Artillery Battelion conducted reconneissance in force operations in the
northeastern portion of Base irea 483 in Chuong Thien Province, IV
CTZ. The mission of the Brigade was to open the Fast-West route
between Vi Thanh and Rach Gia and to open the North-South portion of
Route 12 in their area of operation. Under the operational control
of the 21st ARVN Division, the Marines, who were supported by the VNN
RAID's 74 and 75, Province Reconnaissance Units, National Field Police,
and Revolutionary Development Cadre, had negligible zetivity until

15 August when the First Battelicn, which had been at the Thu Duc
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bage camr until © iupust -fien they relicved the Fourth Battalion,
establivihied contact with art estirated VC platoon. Three VO were

killed ond one 1.-50 was captured while three marines were wcunded

by minecs, The same day the Second Battalion c-ptured two VO at the
losg of one murine killed and two wounded. Three days loter on

16 avgust the First Battalion sustained two marines killed and
seventeen vounded during an engeagement with an estimated VC company.
casunlzies were not determined., Twelve miles southwest of Vi
Thanh (.E353625) on 26 August the Second Zattelion discoverzd a 30

bed dispensary which they sulsequently destroyed. They also cartured
250 82mm mortar rounds, twe B-40 rounds, and two rolls of commmication
wire. During the same operation one VNN was killed znd one VNN and one
USH were wounded when two WID boats were taken under fire while they
were attempting to recover three RPG rounds and three launchers that

they had sighted along the bank. With the operation concluded on

30 August, the Brigede returned to Thu Duc for a period of stand-dcwnm.

Brigade "B" which includes the Third and Fifth Infantry Battalions,
and Battery E of the Second Artillery Battalion continued reccnnaissance
in force operations in Bien Hoa Province under the operational control
of the II Corps Tactical Zone until 15 August when the Brigade returned
to Thu Duc and Saigon in order to stand-down for the remainder of the
month. The only significant incident occurred on 2 August (Y¥5225899)
when the Fifth Battalion killed eight VC in a fight with a company

size force of VC,

DECLASSIFIED

411 CONFIDENT R b~



DECLASSIFIE

P T A B

tr

sattalicn vac detached from Srigade B on 8 August

and legzn carrying oul reconnaissance operaiions under the control of
the Long Bien Special Zone in the vieinity of Bien Hos air hase.

There was negative contzect through 15 iuzust. The Battzlion returned
to their Thu Duc base cgmp and was placed in 2 one hour standby to JC3,
when the Third Battalion relieved the Fifth Battalion on 21 iugust,
the Fifth Battalion reverted to a stand-down status for the remainder

of the month.

The Fourth Battalion, which returned to its base amp at Vung Tau

on 8 August, was in a reserve status through 31 August.

Jith one platoon of Battery D providing the artillery support,
the Sixth Battalion performed reconnaicsance in force and security
operztions north of Blen Hoa under the control of the Long Bien Special
Zone, Light contact on 10 Lugust with a VC squad resulted in two VO
killede During a night guardpost on 16 August the marines confronted
another VG squad. Four VC werec killed and two B-40 rounds, three B-40
fuses, and 100 rounds of AK=47 ammunition were taken into custody.

With no further contact the Sixth Battalion moved to the vicinity of
Highuay 1 between Bien Hoa and Long Binh (YT038126) on 25 August and

assumed the III CTZ standby reserve assignment.

Batteries B and C of the First Artillery Battalion remained at
the Thu Duc base camp for the entire month. Battery E joined Batteries

B and C after completing operations with Brigade "B" on 15 August.
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Two nlatoons of Battery D provided gunfire support from;théir
positions at Cat lai. The remnining platoon was stationed at Thu

uc. Battery F spent a second month supporting operaticns in the
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VNN/VNMC STATISTICAL SUMMARY

VIETNAMESE NAVY:

Daily Average Searched Detained
er Empl Junks People Junks People
COASTAL FORCE
I  L8.L 4L6.8 20,532 70,819 92 238
II  L3.5 L2.7 26,593 73,981 113 216
III 47,3 46.0 9,260 28,346 88 278
IV 33.4 33eid 7,566 24,672 Z2t S93
Sub-totals: 63,951 197,818 314 825
* FLEET COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 26.1 2.3 2,677 11,007 1 36
PCF/WPB's 17.5 10.6 2,382 8,509 16 15
RIVERINE AREA 121.9 121.4 5,928 24,120 0 0
RAG CRAFT
ATF 211 65.0 55¢3 L,228 9,582 0 2
#CENTRAL TASK 70.8 65,7 5,400 14,005 0 12
FORCE
TOTALS: 8L ,566 265,041 341 890

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS:

VC/NVA KIA 23 Captured 18 Subjects Detained 2
VNMC: KIA 15 WIA 21 MIA 9]
HOI CHANH 1

* Provided 44 gunfire support missions,

# Includes RAG 27, RAG 81, RAG 91, and RPG 51,

R

GROUP 4
Downgraded at 3 year intervals

Declassified after 12 years
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PEYCHCLOGICAL OPzR.TIONS AND CIVIC ACTICN SUM..RY

Although net as significant as the rzcord Chieu Hoi rate of
208 in July, a total of fifteen Hoi Chanh rallied to U.S. and Vietnamese
Navy craft during August, Hunger and heavy personnel losses were
generally the reasons most returnees gave for abdieating, One Hoi
Chanh was reported to have led a U.S, unit to a VC hospital complex

where he had workedas a medic.

The PSTOPS and Civic Action effort in the RSSZ has continued at a
high level with r:gular aerizl leaflet drops, loudspeaker operations,
and MALCAFS, Seabee units working in the area have completed repairs
on three VNMC artillery sites and construction of several comrmnity
projects in An Thoi Dong Village (vicinity XS995640). During one U.3,
Navy LHFT P3YOPS mission conducted on 13 August fourteen miles southeast
of Saigon (¥S070770 to ¥3090750), there were 65,000 Chieu Hoi passes and
28,000 safe conduct passes dropped from the helos, The small village
of Tan Thanh twenty three miles southesst of Saigon (Y5114586) was the
scene of a U,3,/VN MEDCAF on 2/ August. The U.S. medical personnel
treated 233 patients and dusted off one seriously ill VN child to the
36th Evacuation Hospital . at Vung Tau. Other U.S. and VN talked with
the people and distributed 200 health kits, 150 Republic of Vietnam

flags, 75 Rural Life megazines, 500 "Todey" newspapers, and 1CO balloons.

COperation SEA FLOAT, the joint USN/VNN pacification effort on the
lower Ca Meu Peninsula near Old Nam Can City (VQ992673), was expanded

DECLASSIFIED
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again in august vith the arrival of ISF Montagnard troops and U.o.
SkAL's at the beginning of the month and VNI Coastal Group 41 junks
at the end of the month. The U.o, PU:i''s and Seawolves at Sic FLGAT
were employed extensiwvely with the troops and this resulted in a
reduction in their PSYUES effort. This situation was partially
relieved with the arrival of the VI junks, As of 31 August a total
of 212 hours of roYCFs broadcasts has been logged by SZia FLOAT forces.
There were 1,677 new visiters to SZA FLOAT in August, since the
inception of the operation 15,345 people have visited the complex,
and 780 families have indicated a desire to resettle, while 146 families
have actually returned to Nam Can. A thriving woodcutting community
has developed in the vieinity of the Cai Nhap Canal (./3088710). Along
approxinately eight small canals off the Cuz Lon River and just west
of the Cai Nhap 25 hootches hawe been constructed housing approximstely
160 people. An estimated 157 junks which stay from three to five days
afe nestled within the canals. In order to set aside a safe area for
use by the woodcutters a no fire zone has been established which generslly
coincides with the area in which mo:t of the woodcutters have settled,
The good news of SEA FLOAT and the protection in the area has been
spfeading fast as junks and sampans from as far away as Vinh Long,

Rach Gia, Ha Tien, and Chau Doc have arrived in the area.

Seabee Team 7102 located at Phuoc Le City (¥S380616), completed
the construction of three sets of playground equipment to be utilized

in the Phuoe Tuy Province schools, Five more sets are scheduled for

DECLASSIFIED
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aroduection. In 2 similar nroject two swing sets were fabricoted

hy sezbee Team 0514 stationed at Phu Vinh (CR463272) and were doncted
©o the local school. Villagers of the tiny hamlet of Bzo Vinh thirty
five miles esst-northeast of 3Saigon (¥T472117) had no convenient
method by which to cross 2 canal in order to get to their farmlands,
Seabee Tean 0104 working out of Xuan Lec (YT462081) responded to ﬁheir

reguest and constructsd a single two meter by seven meter =ingle span

wooden hridgs.

The Nawal Support Activity Danang medical personnel conducted .
voluntary work at the Stella Maris Dispensary and the Malteser Hospital
in Danang. Dermatology, orthopedic, surgical, and urology clinics were
held weekly at the N.A hospitzl. More than 35,000 Vietnamese civilians
were treated by UsN and VNN MEDCAP teams throughout the Republic of
Vietnam, A typical MEDCAP operation took place on 6 August at the Ly
Bang Ban Dau Catholic Orphsnage (YD768251) just southeast of Hue. One
USN corpsman and Clearwatsr F3K sailors including VNN ACTCV trainees
treatec thirty children and distributed 200 school kits, 200 bars of
soap,and 80 plastic food trays. Following the MEDCAP the Vietnamese
children serenaded the USN and VNN szilors as a demonstration of their

appreciation.
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USN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY
25 JUNE - 25 JULY 1969

TOTAL NUMBER OF MAN-DAYS (10 hr. days) PERSONNEL OF UNITS ENGAGED
IN CIVIC ACIION PRUJECTS: 4665

COST OF SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITAKY RESOURCES FOR CiVIC

ACTION PROJECTS : VNS_5,845,210
EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWMAF CIVIC ACTION PSYWAR FUND: VN$_972,130
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS : VN$__ 406,802

PERCENTAGE OF US MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED

JOINTLY WITH:

Percent
Other FWMAF 8
RVNAF
U.S. Civilian voluntary agencies 2

Average percent of self-help by VN civilians
a. Labor 71
b. Material
PROGRAMS

Man Days Expenditures (VN$)

Economic Development 460 70,136
Education 535 303,098
Social Welfare 2,72 5,324,619
Transportat ion 578 265,124
Refugee 4,28 261,165

INSTITUTES ASSISTED:

Number
Schools
Hospitals/Dispensaries 3L
Orphanages 37
Others 27
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ACCELERATED TULNOVER FROGZAM AND THAINING SUMIAlY-

On 11 August, ten PBTi's formally assigned to River Division 574
of TF 116 were unofficially twned over to the Vietnamese Navy during
a brief ceremony at Nhz 3e. The newly accuired PER's joined three
other units to bring the total number of boats assigned to RPG 52
up to thirteen P31's, Twelve of the units are ascigned to the opera-
tiongl control of the VNI Commander of the 155Z; the last boat is
responsible to the Capital !Hlitary District for night patrols on the
Saigon River, The units assigned to the 3557 are in the process of

relieving U.,5., PBE's that are operating in the .i352,

The LCU 1475 was decommissioned and turned over to the Vietnamese
Navy during formal ceremonies on 30 August at the First Coastal Zone
Headquarters locatedat the Danang Nawal Base. Rear Admirsl Bonner,
Commander U,S5. NMaval Support Activity Danang, represented the United
States and presented the craft to Commander Thom, Cormander First
Coastal Zone. The acceptance of the ICU by Commander Thom culminated
for the new Vietnamese crew weeks of inport indoctrinations and under-
way training which included local cargo operations and familisrization

trips to other ports in II CTZ,

The first phase-in of VNN personnel into the ACTOVL(G Craft Main-
tenance System began near the end of July and the first part of Aug-
ust with the arrival of the VNN personnel to the various NSA activities

throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The concept of this program is

i ﬁ&’-\ el ::ilm"‘r‘
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ECNPEEENTIAE—
to prov1!l the Vietnamese on the job training whieh will lead to
their eventual assumption of all tihe work of the repair departments.
As of 31 August there were 402 VNI persomnel undergoing on the job
training for craft maintensnce; there were 255 enrolled in M class

"A" schools of craft maintenznce.

The VNN logistics organization which is in the initial stages
of development had 85 VNI enrnlled in base maintenance schools or
in training and there were 50 LK's and 50 5K's attending "i" school

at the end of the month.

Within the training program the large drawdown of VNN personnel
from operating forces to nan turnover craft has caused a general
lowering of the maintenance readiness. This situation is expected
to improve as school and OJT graduates become available during the
next twelve months. A stronger emphasis is being placed on publication
translation, procurement of training aids, leadership training and

recruiting.

DECLASSIFIED
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CICSSARY OF ABBREVIATIGIS

The following abbreviztions and terms are commonly used in the combat

zone by all agencies and are listed here in amplification of those used in

the text:

ABF Attack by fire
AMMT PORTOCHN A multi-purpose barge, standard size is twenty-eight feet

by ninety feet

ARVE Army of the Repﬁblic of Vietnam

ASPB Assault Support Patrol Boat :
ATC Armored Troop Carrier
ATSB Advance Tactical Support Base
AW Automatic Weapons

Black Pony/Bronco CV-10 Twin Engine Turboprop Counterinsurgency Aircraft

CCB Command and Communications Boat

CG Coastal Group (Vi)

CHICOH Chinese Commmist

CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Groups - mercenaries of Viet-

namese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who fight primarily

around own villages

CHD Capital Military District
CRIP Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon
cs Tear gas grenades
CTZ Corps Tactical Zone
CZ Coastal Zone
Delta Hawk Mohawk OV-1C aircraft
DECLASSIFIED
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FSB

GVil

HaT

JdGS3

XIA

Xit Carson Scouts

MATSB
MEDCAP

MONITOR

Free Vorld ifilitary Assiztance Forces
Gun Damage Assesment

Government of Vistnam

Harassment and Interdiction Fire Support

Joint General Staff {ARVY)

Xilled in Action

Saigon government and serve with allied military units

Light Attack Fire Team (OV-10's)
Light Anti-tank Weapon

Landing Craft, Personnel, Large

Vietnamese ecuivalent of USN underwater demolition team

Light Hele Fire Team

CH-6 Light Ubservation Helicopter
Long Range Heconnaissance Patrol
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
Mobile Advance Tactical Support Base

Medical Civic Action Progranm

Heavily armored LCM-6 (LOmm cannon or 105mm howitzer)

Mobile Riverine Base
Mobile Riverine Force
Minesweeper, Boat

Minesweeper, Drone

Former Viet Cong who have come over he side of the
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ME ‘iobile Strike Force - mercenaries who dcnloy
anywhere
Gis Naval Cunfire Support
NILG Naval Tntelligence liaison (fficer
NCD Night Cbservation Device
VA Korth Vietnamese Army
PBi Patrol Boat, River
PCE Patrol Craft, Fast (SWIFT Boat)
¢ Patrol Gunboat
FRU Provincial Reconnaissance Unit
PSA Provincial Sector Advisor
Psyops Psychological Operations
RAD River Assault Division
RAG River Assault Group (VNN)
AATD River Assault and Interdiction Division (V137 )
RAS River Assault Squadron
RE/PF Regional Forces/Popular Forces
RFG Rocket Propelled Grenade
RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone
SAR Search and Rescue
SEAWCLF UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated
SHADCOW C-119 aircraft
SKIMMER 20" fiberglass rowboat
SLICK UH-1B Helo
SPOOKY C-L7 aircraft
SSB Swimmer Support Boat (skimmer)
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STAB %
TAOR
USARV
VG
V4
ZIPPO

WGP

DECLASSIFIED
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SEAl Team Assault Boat

Tactical Arez of Responsibility
United States Army, Vietnam
Vietnamese Marine Corps

Vietnamese liavy

Flame thrower equipped ATC or MCNITCR

Waterborne Guarposts



