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CONPERENTTEL
FOREWORD

The momth of May saw a contimuation of hostile action on all fronts,
The Vietnamese Navy assisted by their U, S, Navy advisors continued to
demonstrate a willingness and ability to meet and defeat the eneny.

U. S, Navy forces engaged in a large variety of actions which included
river ambushes, gunfire support, amphibious landings and salvage opera-
tions, Acts of valor by Navymen were numerous, One example occurred
on 12 May when the hamlet of Giang Long, located about 3 miles northwest
of Phu Vinh, was attacked and overrun by the Viet Cong. Storekeeper Third
Class Donald H, ZILIGITT, USN, a SEAL, led the Tra Vinh Provincial Recon=
naissance Unit (PRU) and two companies of Regional Force troops to counter-
attack and drive the enemy from the hamlet, The units came under heavy
fire and were pinned down in a rice paddy. Heroically exposing himself,
Petty Officer ZILLGITT led his unit in an attack which forced the enemy
to withdraw, Still leading his unit, and under intense fire, ZILLGITT
continued to advance until he was mortally wounded, however, the PRU's
contimed to press forward, gained their objective and routed the enémy.

Petty Officer ZILIGITT's heroic actions prevented the PBR's from being
overrun during their initial engagement and enabled them to gain the in-

itiative and drive the Viet Cong from their prepared positions,

S0
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CHRONOLOGY

Event

USS VALIEY FORGE (LPH8) requested PCF 15, PCF 80 and
USCGC POINT LOMAS to proceed to the scene of a heli-
copter crash at sea approximately 22 miles northwest
of Tan My. Four surviviors were rescued. A fifth
man was listed as missing when the search ended at
0105, P, b

Cormander Task Force CLEARWATER received five addi=-
tional PBR's, bringing their strength up to 15, p. 29

Three ATC's were damaged and three RAD 112 sailors
wounded by enemy artillery fire directed on Naval
Support Qctivity Cua Viet, p, 70

RAG's 21/33 and 23/31 participated in Operation TRUOKG
CONG DINH 7/5D/1l on the Cho Gao Canal, 10 miles north-
east of My Tho, During the 2-day operation there were
15L Viet Cong killed, 3 Viet Cong and 6L weapons cap-
tured, p. 139-1L0

RAG 25 craft were ambushed on the Mang Thit/Nicholai
Canal, 10 miles east of Can Tho, B-LO and recoilless
rifle rounds struck a monitor, a commandament and an
ICM; killing 2 VNN sailors and wounding 10 others,
including 2 USN advisors and an ARVN soldier, p. 139

PCF 55 poured 600 rounds of ,50 caliber fire into an
enemy position in the afternoon in response 1o a re-
quest by the 5/h6th Infantry Battalion, Americal Divi-
sion, It was later determined that the PCF's gunners
had killed seven Viet Cong and flushed out a hardcore
Viet Cong who was captured by the Americal troops.

P,

Elements of the MRF landed Vietnamese Marines and the
Li/li7th Battalion in Giong Trom District for Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH, During the 2-day operation light
enemy contact was made with only one Viet Cong killed,
38 suspects detained and 32 bunkers/structures des-
troyed or damaged, p. 53=5k
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Date

IMay -
Iy E
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Event

Coastal Group 35 units; three RF companies and eight
PF platoons, participating in Operation TRUCNG CONG
DINH VB/30, killed 5 Viet Cong, uncovered a sizeable
ammunition cache and destroyed 30 huts in Vinh Binh
Province, p., 126

Admiral HYLAND visited Mobile Riverine Base, Ps 7L

RAG_ZS craft debarked an ambush team which netted § °
Viet Cong killed, 1 Viet Cong and 3 weapons captured,
p. 140

RAG 22 river craft transported an ARVN reconnaissance
company along the Vam Co Dong River, 13 miles south-
west of Saigon, for a cordon and search operationm,
The operation netted 10 Viet Cong killed, 2 B=L0 roc-
kets and a launcher captured, p, 134

PCF 78 answered an urgent gunfire support request,
from the First Marine Division, The PCF hurled 14
rounds of 8l=mm mortars into enemy mortar and small
arms positions 19 miles north of Danang, A sweep of
the area the next day confirmed 2 mortar positioms
destroyed and 2 Viet Cong killed, p, Le5S

Task Force "A", composed of the 1st, Sth, and 6th
Infantry battalions and Batteries #A%* and wBu s VNMC
artillery battalion, received coordinated ground and
mortar attacks, east of the Saigon Riverg at the Bien
Loi Bridge in northeast Saigom; and at the Xz Lo Bridge
{Route 14) on the eastern part of the city, OSweeps '
conducted of these areas resulted in 58 Viet Cong killed,
by captured and one suspect detained, The marines ree
mained in'their positions killing 11 more Viet Cong and
captured 3 the next day, p, 1L46-1L47

Coastal Group 35 supported 2 PRU company during Operae
tion TRUONG CONG DINH VB/27, north of Phu Vinh, One
PRU was killed as were four Viet Cong, p, 126

RAG 26/32 units provided transport, blocking and gun-
fire support for three RF/PF companies during an opera=
tion in Kien Phong Province, 13 miles northwest of Sa

Dec City, which resulted in 25 Viet Cong killed and eight
captured with individual weapons, p, 1i1

vi
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Date Event
5 May - PBR 130 while investigating reported enemy recoil-

less rifle positions on the upper Bassac River;, was
hit by recoilless rifle and automatic weapons fire,
resulting in two Revolutionary Development (RD) cadre
and two USN killed; three USN wounded and 80 percent
of the boat demolished, p. Ll=Ll,

- Coastal Groups 12 and 13 ambush teams engaged the
enemy, resulting in one Viet Cong captured and one
wounded by Coastal Group 12, three miles southeast
of their base at the mouth of the Perfume River; and
one Viet Cong killed by Coastal Group 13 sailors,
two miles west of the CG 13 base at Cau Hai Bay,

p. 118-119

- A RAG 26 river team supported an RF company in a land
sweep along the Upper Bassac River, north of Chau Doc
City, which netted 20 Viet Cong killeéd and 7 captured,
in addition to a small weapons cache, p, 1Ll

6 - Coastal Group 35 surprised an enemy platoon on the Co
Chien River, killing two Viet Cong and capturing signi-
ficant amounts of weapons and documents, p. 126127

- A RAG 26/32 1CM was attacked and 80 percent of the
boat was destroyéd west of Chau Doc, Five VNN sailors
were wounded, p, 141

- ISSL 226 sustained minor damage and five VNN sailors
were wounded while transiting the Co Chien River; six
miles east of Vinh Long., The ship returned the enemy
fire, p. 116

7 = PCF L0 destroyed four structures, heavily damaged two
bunkers and claimed a probable kill of two Viet Cong
seen running from a bunker south of Vung Tau. The
"Swift" boat was opersting in response to a naval gun-
fire support request, p. 13

- USCGC MINNETONKA unleashed LO rounds of 5% gunfire on
enemy positions 27 miles north of Ca Mau Peninsula,
During t he shelling one secondary explosion and fire
were observed, Later intelligence revealed the cut-’
tér'séguns had killed three and wounded 15 Viet Cong,
P. 1

vii CONPERENTTIY
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Date Event

7 May = A sweep by Task Force A resulted in 17 Viet Cong
killed and L4 captured, p. 148

- Repeated mortar attacks emanated from Kien Hoa
Province; one mortar round narrowly missed the
USS BENEWAH {APB35), p. 5k

- Coastal Group 12 units swept the northern tip of
Phu Vang sub=-sector netting 20 suspects, including
20 persons without proper identification papers
and 20 draft dodgers and deserters, p, 119

8 - USCGC MINNETONKA's gunfire, directed in the same
area as the previous evening, killed four Viet Cong
and wounded seven (probable), p. 16

- Three monitors, two ASPB's and an ATC flamethrower
were hit in two separate ambushes, with a total of
24 U, S. Navymen wounded, p. 56=57

- Two Coastal Group 23 junks teamed up with two RF
~ companies in Song Cau sub-sector in a search opera-
tion which resulted in two Viet Cong killed and four
captured, p, 123

- Coastal Group 23 units, in response to intelligenca
reports, swept a village in northern Qui Nhon Pene
insula, A brief firefight resulted in the capture
of three Viet Cong, p. 123

8=11 - Sweep operations by MRF elements in the Ba Lai area
resulted in heavy enemy contact, During the L-day
operation there were 18 Viet Cong killed, 4O bunkers
destroyed, 30 suspects detained and many weapons
captured, p, 59

9 - USS JENNINGS COUNTY killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded

3 others while bombarding Viet Cong positions along
the Co Chien River, north of Phu Vinh, p, 27

- Coastal Group 25 units and three RF platoons detained
seven Viet Cong suspects in Van Ninh Peninsula, p, 123

- The merchant ship HYRIA came under attack 12 miles

southeast of Saigon on the Long Tau River, Enemy fire
returned but no contact, p, 136

CoMaTRENEEA L viid
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Event

A RAG 2l commandsment was hit by two B=40 rockets,
killing two VNN sailors and wounding two others,
while transiting the Doi Canal near southerm Saigonm,
pPe 134

RAG 2L units killed eight Viet Cong and captured two
weapons during a corden and search operation im Gia
Dinh Province, near Thu Doc, p, 134

PBR's 72 and 75, assigned to provide a security force
for the grounded 17,000-tcn merchant ship, STEEL RE-
CORDER, demomstrated versatility by changing from
river surveillance to salvage in clearing the grounded
ship, p. 31

Two Coastal Group 13 junks while firing on suspected
Viet Cong junks were taken under fire by a 2nd Batta-
lion; 9th Marines' helicopter, The mishap, resulted
in one VNN sailor.killed and three wounded, p, 119

ILSSL 229 suffered seven wounded when ambushed on the
My Tho River, 5 miles nerth of Vinh Long, The ship's
pilot house was hit and after steering was employed,
pP. 116

Four Coastal Group 12 junks were credited with five
Viet Cong killed during a blocking and NGFS cperation
for a USMC and PF sweep of Phu Vang sub-sector., p. 119

RAG 25/29 detachment on the Canh Hoa River; 8 miles
southeast of Ca Mau, accounted for SO Viet Cong killed
while providing gunfire support for ARVN units ashore,
p. 142

Three U, S, Navymen were wounded, one seriously injured,
following an enemy automatic weapons attack on PCFis 98
and 102 on routine patrol near the mouth of the Bo De
River, p, 15

A SEAL, SK3 Donal H, ZILLGITT, USN, led PRU's in suc-
cessful counter-attack on entrenched Viet Cong posi-
tions; recapturing a village; killing 17 Viet Cong and
capturing several weapons, p, 38-39

Coastal Group 35 craft participated in a joint-opera=
tion on the south bank of the Co Chien River, resulting

. DEQLASSE’F!EQ
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12 May (Cont'd) ‘ih}%g?lfggt 53 eremy killed and 5 Viet Cong taken prisoner,
D, i

Navy "Seawolves! sank three enemy craft and killed

17 Viet Cong in three separate actions in the Vinh

Long-Ben Tre area, p, 38

3.3 - Coastal Group 14 seilors with the aid of other Ameri-
can and Vietnamese forcesfought off a massive enemy
attack on the group base at Hol An, At least 20 Viet
Cong were killed; friendly forces sustained L VNN killed,
20 PF troops =nd rpumerous civilians wounded, p, 119=120

R Vietnemese maripes, with the aid of U, S, Army gunships
and Vietnamese "ir Force air strikes; repulsed an enemy
advance lesvirg 62 enemy dead on the battlefield, p, 148

1l - ATC-112-2 sustalned two RPG-7 rocket Bitswhile anchored
on the Cuz Viet River, 1% miles from Lua Viet, p, 70=T1

CPR's end "Ceswolves" supporting an RF security patrol
in Lhe Toch sub-sector accounted for 11 Viet Cong killed
and 3 wounded, p. 35

- Cosstzl Croup 35 killed seven Viet Cong who were engaged
in an attack on a friendly village Zs miles west of the
. group base, p, 128

- SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Platoon engaged an 82-
man Viet Cong force along the Cambodian border, With
"Seawolf" and U, S, Army air-cover the Viet Cong were
driven back into Cambodia suffering 24 killed and 4O
wounded, p, 25=27

- BMi James E, WILLIAMS, USN, received the Medzl of Honor
from the President of the United States in cersmonies
held in Washington, D,C. p, 28-29

- Cosstal Group 22 personnel captured five Viet Cong in
lower Qui Nhon Peninsula, A subsequent sweep of the
area located 20 caves with multiple Viet Cong stores,
)Pl 1

- Small unit patrols accounted for 19 Viet Cong killed
and one enemy officer captured, p, 1L8

CONPERENTES, X
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Date Event

15 May - The merchant ship TRANSGLOBE came under attack while
transiting the Iong Tau River, p., 138

- Army elements of the MRF killed L7 ememy troops in a
day-long battle, 3 miles southwest of Mo Cay, p. 62

16 - Coastal Group 36 sunk a Viet Cong junk near Dung Is=
land on the Bassac River, killing seven Viet Cong
and capturing arms and documents, p, 128

16=-21 - An infantry sweep, supported by Coastal Group 12 units
during Operation LAM SON 224, uncovered 15 Viet Cong
bodies, while suffering one ARVN killed and 7 wounded
during the operation, p, 121-122

X7 - Coastal Group 1l units destroyed 53 bunkers during
a sweep of an island in the De Vong River, p., 120

- U. S. Army forces, supported by RAG 30, destroyed more
than 100 bunkers and killed 20 Viet Cong southwest of
Saigon, p. 135

- MRF units provided transportation, NGFS and blocking
forces in support of a sweep operation which netted
L1 Viet Cong killed, 5 captured and 52 suspects
detained, p, 63

17-18 - RAG 26 boats landed and supported RF/PF companies in
a sweep operation which resulted in 16 confirmed and
9 probable Viet Cong killed; one Viet Cong, a suspect
one deserter, and several weapons were captured,

Pe 1h3-1kh

- VIMC 6th Battalion, conducting area searches, engaged
an estimated enemy company kiliing 30 Viet Cong and
capturing assorted weapons and war materials, p, 1h8-

149

18 - In the final engagement of a tri-service, 2-day opera-
tion in Can Giouc, 17 Viet Cong were killed, The over=
all operation netted 126 Viet Cong killed, 180 bunkers
destroyed, 5 bunkers and 22 prisoners captured, p. 6L

- Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/9/22, a joint effort
which included RAG 23/3Ll, tallied 108 Viet Cong, one
Viet Cong and 3 suspects captured, p, ly%;}?%

xi CONEEBRNERAT,
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Date Event

18 May = Three MRF craft were damaged, 1l sailors and a soldier
wounded, in an ambush on the Lo Canal, p, 63=5k

18-19 - PBR's landed an Army patrol and provided gunfire sup=
port when the patrol came under enemy fire, When the
patrol was backloaded, PBR's illuminated and shelled
the area killing 6 Viet Cong and destroyed a decoy
sampan, An Army patrol landing the next morning ace
counted for 9 Viet Cong killed, one sampan and several
weapons captured, p, 32

19 - The ANCO QUEEN came under attack while transiting the
Lorg Tau River, . Relief wnits killed 12 Viet Cong and
captured a rocket launcher and 2 AK-50's, p, 138

19=20 = U, S, Army forces, with RAG 3C in contimual support, cap=
tured 2 Viet Cong, destroyed 78 bunkers, and uncoverea
significant enemy arms caches, p., 136

20 = Coastal Group 13 junks sunk one sampan west of the
coastal group base, p, 121

- Responding to a call for immediate illumination, USCGC
POINT COMFORT, encountered heavy ,50 caliber enemy
fire, The ship directed L9 rounds of 8l-mm fire into
the source of the hostile fire; in addition to prowiding
the requested illumination, An unconfirmed report re=
vealed that 15 Viét Cong were killed as a result of the
shipis action, p, 10

21 = RAG 30 supported U, S, Army units operating south of
Saigon; two Viet Cong were killed, two sampans and 15
bﬁnkerz destroyed; and four sutomatic weapons captured,
P, 13

22 = POINT ORIENT captured six North Vietnamese officers
(1 Captaif, 5 Warrant Officers) during a spot-check
aboard a junk, p, 7=9

23 - A Coastal Group sweep with "Seawolf! support, accounted
for five Viet Cong killed; quantities of food and equipe
ment captured; three bunkers and other equipment destroyed,
Pe 129=130

= A village, where Coastal Group 33 personnel were conducting

REC! ACSIFIED "psywar' operations, was overrun, p, 124

GOIEEBENTTYL, xii
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2l May

25

26

26=217

27

29
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Event

Action involving Coastal Group 32/33 and RF/PF units
resulted in three Viet Cong killed and three captured;
three bunkers destroyed; and amounts of enemy equip=-
ment and documents captured, p. 130

Coastal Group 24 and Tuy Hoa sub-sector police nabbed
19 dr;ft age males during a sweep of Hon Chau Isle,
p, 12

TRUONG CONG DINE/SD 7/20 yielded nine Viet Cong killed,
seven captured and three suspects detained. p. 1hli-145

Moderate enemy contact was encountered by task force
battalions resulted in 15 Viet Cong killed and 13 suspects
detained, p. 149

VNMC Task Force B engaged an unknown-sized enemy force,
resulting in 33 enemy killed, p. 152

"Seawolves" accounted for an estimated 16 Viet Cong
killed during an air strike against a reported Viet
Cong battalion in a treeline north of Sa Dec, p. 37

USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN killed seven Viet Cong and wounded
one during a naval gunfire support mission, p. 17

The 1st and 2nd battalions engaged an estimated enemy
battalion; 32 Viet Cong killed; 5 enemy and numercus
weapons and equipment captured, and 3 suspects detained,

p. 1k9

In 7 separate ambushes, 16 MRF craft were damaged; 2
sailors killed and 23 wounded. p, 65-=59

Coastal Group 12 units conducted Operation NGUYEN
PHOUC 2, resulting in L Viet Cong suspects, 8 deserters
and 11 people without proper papers detained. p, 122

Task Force units were credited with 34 enemy killed
while defending their Gia Dinh positions, p, 149

TRUONG CONG DINH/DT/L1l, an effort by RAG 21/33 and 6
RF companies, accounted for 22 Viet Cong killed and
numerous weapons and documents captured. p, 1h5
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29 May

29=30

30
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Event

The 2nd Battalion; encountering heavy enemy contact,
killed 28 Viet Cong and captured 5 near Cholon, p, 151

A RAG 30 Vedette was sunk by enemy B=4O rockets on
the Dong Ngai River, p. 137

A MRF 2=battalion strike operation resulted in 15 Viet
Cong killed, 1 captured, 81 bunkers destroyed and 100
suspects detained, p, 69-70

Coastal Group 26 personnel and Cam Ranh Specizl Zone
police netted 7 junks and 33 suspects, p, 125

The 2nd Battalion uncovered 217 enemy graves and cap-
tured 17 enemy personnel and numerous weapons north
of Cholon, p, 151

Enemy recoilless rifle rounds slammed into the barrack
ship USS COLLETON (APB36), anchored near Ben Tre,
pP. 70

Task force units engaged two enemy battalions in a
furious battle; killing 127 Viet Cong, capturing 6
Viet Cong, along with numerous weapons, p, 150

The total strength of U, S, Naval personnel under the
operational control of COMNAVFORV was 32,666, In addie
tion; U, S, Navy personnel assigned to III Marine Amphious
ﬁgrce was 3,865, while U, S, Coast Guard strength was

1,
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

Generally excellent weather conditions brought junk and sampan
activity in the coastal waters and harbors to a high level during May,
Units of Operation MARKET TIME and Operation STABLE DOOR detected 147,950
craft this month, A total of 45,087 of these craft were inspected and
23,122 were boarded by the coastal and harbor patrols, Some 131 junks
and sampans and 949 suspicious persons were detained for investigation as
a result of the boardings,

In addition, efforts to fully employ the naval gunfire capabilities
of Task Force 115 ships and craft comtinued to show results, During May
the total mumber of missions of all types fired by these units increased
to over 350 from the 242 missions carried out in April., Improvements in
the nature and number of targets assigned, as well as increased utiliza-
tion of the naval units in exfiltration patrols during ground sweeps,
have resulted from the experience and better coordination with ground
forcesacquired over the past months,

OPERATION MARKET TIME

The weather conditions which favored the heavy fishing and coastal
traffic during May also permitted all MARKET TIME stations to be manned
through most of the momth, Operation MARKET TIME units detected 106,493
junks and sampans, Of these, 39,247 were inspected and 21,521 were
boarded, An additional 1,368 steel-hulled craft were detected in MARKET

TIME patrol areas with 924 of them inspected and 98 boarded by patrol

1 CONFIDENTEAL
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units, The boardings and searches resulted in the determtion of 12l junks
or sampans and 752 suspicious persons,

Along the coast MARKET TIME forces carried out 357 naval gunfire
missions for support of ground units, harassment and interdiction; sup=
pression of hostile fire, or against targets of opportunity observed
during patrols. Ground operations were supported by gunfire and/or
exfiltration patrols on 16 occasions during May, Action was initiated
by hostile fire L5 times and there were 6 additional cases of evading
Jjunks or sampans being taken under fire, Most of the action was concen=
trated in the First and Fourth Coastal Zones; accounting for over 2L0 of
the total missions fired, Other than in the Fourth Coastal Zone many of
the missions were unobserved by spotters, However; the results which
were verified by spotters, ground sweeps; or intelligence include:

43 Viet Cong killed (25 probable; 18 by body count)

25 Viet Cong wounded (23 probable)

313 Junks or sampans destroyed

82 Structures destroyed

16 Junks or sampans damaged, and 60 structures damaged

First Coastal Zone

With the weather steadily improving throughout the month patrols in
the First Coastal Zone were able to maintain maximum coverage of their
areas, A total of 51,017 junks and sampans were detected with 16,522 of

them inspected and another 10,392 eraft boarded. Although many of the

3 SONFIDENTIR
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more than 14O naval gunfire missions were conducted without a spotter
for harassment and interdiction, First Coastal Zone units alse fired on
over 30 targets in response to calls from ground units and authorities
along the coast, In addition; they participated in eight ground opera-
tions and fired their guns in response to hostile fire on five occcasions,

In response to a request from USS VALLEY FORGE (LPH8) on the eveming
of 1 May, PCF 15, PCF 80 and USCGC POINT LOMAS were sent to the scene of
a helicopter crash at sea about 22 miles northwest of Tan My, The MARKET
TIME units arrived in the area by 2130, Four survivors were rescued after
having been in the water since 2056, The search for the fifth man in the
aircraft contined until 0105 when normal patrol operations were resumed,

At about 1430 on the 2nd, PCF 55 received an urgent naval gunfire
suppert request from the 5/46 Infantry Battalion, Americal Division, A
reconnaissance sweep of an area 1l miles southeast of Chu Lai by A Company
of the 5/L6th was taken under enemy automatic weapons fire, The "Swift*®
boat complied by firing 600 rounds of ,50 caliber fire into the enemy posi-
tion, As the ground operation contimued it was determined that the PCF's
gunfire had killed seven Viet Cong and flushed out another captured by the
Army force, It was later reported that the prisoner was a hard core Viet
Cong and the ¥best intelligemce source from this area to date,®

Another urgent request was received from the First Marine Division
late on the night of 5 May, In this action PCF 78 was called on to silence

enenmy mortars and small arms firing at a Marine combinedaction company near

SnEE T T I
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a coastal village 19 miles north of Danang, The enemy fire was sup-
pressed with 16 rounds from the PCFis 8l-mm mortar, Two mortar positions
were destroyed and two Viet Cong were killed according to reports from

a sweep of the area the next day.

After 2 days of rehearsals cn 4 and 5 May PCF 18 and PCF 57 success=
fully landed a 26-man reconnaissance platoon from the 5/46th Infantry at
a point 6 miles south of Danang between 0200 and 02h5 on the 7th, Using
two UDT rafts for the final transit to the beach and engine noise and
supporting cover from PCF 57, PCF 18 quietly approached the shoreline to
land the troops in two waves.

At 1930 on 6 May PCF 19 closed the shore to investigate a report of
two junks closing the beach in respense to light signals on the southerm
shores of Chon May Bay, Following warning shots at the two junis being
pulled up on the beach the *Swift¥ boat came under automatic weapemns fire
from the treeline, PCF 19 fired illumination and .50 caliber fire into
the area destroying the two junks and later directed Marine artillery fire
inte the area,

On the 16th, PCF 10l received a call for urgent naval gunfire support
from Vinh Loc subsector authorities, A large number of Viet Cong had been
observed leaving a position about 3 miles east of Vimh Loc and were believed
to be preparing for a mortar attack on the subsectoar location, From 2045
to 2130 PCF 101 fired her 8l-mm mortar on the suspected enemy positions

resulting in the destruction of four structures and unknown persommel

5 SONFEBENETirl
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casualties, Later at O415 on the 17th, PCF 16 conducted a harassment
ard interdiction mission into the same general area at the reguest of
the Vinh Loc subsector, Two structuresaid a large rice cache were des-
troyed and two Viet Cong were probably killed by 16 high explosive rounds
from the "Swift" boat's mortar,

At 0815 on the 17th, a shore party fror USS DIACHENKO (APD123) con=-
conducting beach survey operations, received automatic wespons fire at a
position 38 miles southeast of Danang, PCF 81 was directed to provide
covering fire and support extraction of shore party, The "Swift® boat
expended 1,000 rounds of .50 caliber ammunition and was joined in firing
on the enemy position by units of Coastal Group 15, In addition a spotter
aircraft from Quang Ngai called in fighter bombers which bombed and strafed
the area, All personnel ashore were recovered with no injuries, On ths
1%th, USCGC POINT GAMMON provided cover for the DIACHENKO during beach
survey operations 4O miles south of Quang Ngai,

At 0115 on the 2hth, PCF 78 observed muzzle flashes from enemy
artillery firing on Marine positions at Cua Viet, The enemy battery was
silenced within 15 mimutes by mortar fire from the MARKET TIME craft, The
next day between 2345 and 0025 at the request of the Third Marines PCF 13
and USCGC FOINT GAMMON tezmed up against an unknown number of North Viet-
rnamese troops dug into foxholes just north of Cua Viet, With the "Swift"
boat providing illumination fire and Marine spotting, POINT GAMMON satu-

rated the target area with high explosive and white phosphorous fire from

GONSERENTIRT - 6
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"Swift® boat crewmen search a jumk during a routine boarding in the Gulf
of Tonkin, The Vietnamese Navy petty officer (extreme left) acts as
interpreter and checks the cargo manifest, junk book and identification
papers of the persons on board,

her 8l-mm mortar,

Two incidents involving the inspection of fishing junks were
especiaglly significant, During the imspection of a L5=-foot junk cone
taining six Vietnamese males at & point about 20 miles off the coast,
LS miles south of Quang Ngai on the 22nd, USCGC POINT ORIENT became

suspicious of the junks registration papers and cargo, The papers

appeared almost brand new but were dated from four to six years old and
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did not contain any Vietnamese Navy stamps, The cargo consisted of large
amounts of rice and salt plus a small quantity of medicines, The suspects
were turned over to Vietnamese Navy officials whose interrogation revealed
that the alleged fishermen were actually a North Vietnamese Army captain
and five warrant officers, On the 28th; about 5 miles north of Cua Viet,
PCF 58 intercepted a small junk conteiming three males waving a white flag,
The men stated that they were North Vietnamese fishermen and wanted %o
Chieu Hoi in order to come to South Vietnam to avoid service in the North

Vietnamese Army. They were turned over to the nearest induction center,

Second Coastal Zone

Coastal traffic was light in the Second Coastal Zone during May,
Junk and sampan detections totaled 36,781 with 16,163 inspections and
6,519 boardings, Support of ground operations by infiltration/exfiltra-
tion patrols or navsl gunfire was provided on six occasions, Additional
requests for naval gunfire support and harassment and interdiction missions
by Second Coastal Zone units numbered more than 50, Hostile fire initiated
sigrmificant action by "Swift® boat patrols during the momth,

Two actions on the 6th and 9th were typical of the support provided
for ground operations along the cocast, Sector authorities requested PCF 97
to seal off a Viet Cong escape route during a ccordinated VNN and ARVN
sweep of an area 8 miles east of Phan Rang on the 6th. As the ground forces
moved through the operating area toward the sea PCF 97 fired 35 rounds from

her 8l-mm mortar into the most likely avenue of escape by the Viet Cong.

9 GoNTE=mTTN,
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Target coverage was reported as outstanding by the ground units, A two
platoon sweep of a narrow peninsula 32 miles northeast of Nha Trang by
Popular Force troops on the 9th was supported by FCF L4, After escorting
the civilian junk carrying the Popular Force troops from an early morning
rendezvous in northern Hon Khoi Bay to the landing poimt, the "Swift®
boat proceeded to the seaward side of the peninsula where a blocking patrol
was maintained during the sweep,

While investigating a possible infiltration attempt about 10 miles
southwest of Phan Thit on the evening of 17 May, PCF 96 came under enemy
fire when 200 yards from the shoreline, The hostile fire was quickly
suppressed by the "Swift® boat's gumners, Normal patrol of the area was
resumed after a check of the béach revealed no sign of an infiltration
attempt,

A 0200 attack on Phan Ru on the 20th brought a call for immediate
illumination to USCGC POINT COMFORT (WFB-82317) from the Phan Ly Sube
sector, As the cutter closed the beach to comply she came under ,50
caliber enemy fire, Illumination was provided as requested and L9 rounds
of 8l-mm mortar fire were directed into the source of hostile fire, An
unconfirmed report of 15 enemy killed was received following this action
which eventually involved U, S, Air Force and VNN units &s well as the
POINT COMFORT,

4 Chieu Hoi who swurrendered to an IUWU=1 unit near Qui Nhon on the

28th indicated that other Viet Cong in his hamlet guerrilla platoon also

COb i, 10
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desired to rally and his willingness to make a live psyops broadcast

to his friends, The Chieu Hoi, the Assistant Naval Intelligence officer
from Qui Nhon, two officers from IUWU 1, and Coastal Division 15 Psyops
officer were taken to the village about 10 miles south of Qui Nhen by
PCF 91 the next day, After encountering a group of about 10 Viet Cong
in the village, who fled intc the mountains to the north, the #Swift"
boat continued to move south and resumed the broadcast, After about a
half hour four men were observed on the beach a mile south of the village
waving a white flag, Broadcasting by the five Hoi Chanhs continued for
more than an hour without further results,

On 30 Mgy, USCGC POINT GLOVER was requested to provide naval gun-
fire support against an enemy position 30 miles southwest of Phan Rang
by Tuy Phong Subsector authorities, The Coast Guard vessel complied with
12 rounds from her 8l-mm mortar killing two of the enemy and wounding two

others,

Third Coastal Zone

Junk and sampan activity in the Third Coastal Zone remained much
lighter than in the First or Second Coastsl Zones, However, the 9,645
detections of indigenous craft during May represented an increase of nearly
L,000 over the April figure, More than 4O percemt of the craft detected
were inspected and another 22 percent were boarded, More than 4O naval
gunfire missions were carried out and "Swift® boats were engaged by hostile

fire 10 times during the month,
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Four beached sampans were sighted by PCF 5k in Kien Hoa Province
about 22 miles southwest of Vung Tau on the 6th, Three of the craft
were carried off out of sight when taken under fire by the ®Swift® boat,
Small arms fire was received from the area during the action, Damage %o
the enemy included the destruction of two structures and ons damaged
sampan, Personnel casualties were unknown, No hits were scored on the
MARKET TIME unit by the enemy, In the sams general vicinity om the Tth,
PCF 40 responded to a sector request for naval gunfire on a Viet Comg
base camp, During this mission four structures were destroyed, two burkers
heavily damaged, and two Viet Cong seen running from a bunker were probably
killed,

On the 9th, PCF 40 acted as a blocking force for an ARVN sweep of
an area about 5 miles east of Go Cong, During the operation heavy auto-
matic weapons fire was directed at the ground unit from a position within
range of the "Swift® boats mortar, The enemy fire was quickly suppressed
and Viet Cong troops observed moving across an open area were alsc taken
unde;r fire, The weapons of PCF 4O killed at least three of the enemy with
two more probably killed in the actiom,

Hostile fire greeted PCF psyops/Chieu Hoi broadcasts directed at the
Than Phu Secret Zone on five occasions between the 9th and 19th of the
month, The enemy fire was quickly silenced each time and the broadcasts
were comtinued, The targets were not taken under heavy mortar fire due

to the nature of the broadcasts., When PCF 40 returned heavy small arms
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fire received on the morming of the lhth, a large secondary explosion
was observed,

PCF 102 and PCF 98 were proceeding to investigate a small radar
contact near the mouth of Bo De River, 10 miles east of Tan An, on the
evening of the 12th when they received heavy automatic weapons fire
from the treeline, PCF 98 was hit by one 57-mm recoilless rifle round
in the gun tub wounding three men; one was seriously injured, Another
round passed through the pilot house without detonating, The ¥Swift®
boats evaded out of range as they could not match the heavy volume of
fire directed at them, During the brief engagement two mortar rounds
were observed to hit the recoilless rifle position apparently putting

at least that enemy weapor out of action,

Fourth Coastal Zone

Increased utiligzation of the naval gunfire capabilities of MARKET
TIME units in the Fourth Coastal Zone was apparent during May, Over
90 missions were carried out including 17 engagements initiated by
hostile fire, Routine patrol activity remained at a high level for
this area with the detection of 9,050 junks and sampans, More than 30
percent of these craft were inspected and an additional 20 percent were
boarded,

A Vietnamese outpost five miles southeast of Ha Tien came under
heavy enemy fire on the evening of 3 May. As PCF 73 closed the beach

in response to the urgent request for gunfire support it was greeted by

15 (MPEDENTIAL
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automatic weapons fire, Two ,30 caliber rounds struck the main cabin
of the "Swift® boat shattering two windows, The enemy fire was sup=-

pressed with the mortar and ,50 caliber response from the MARKET TIME
unit, One Navyman received minor cuts from the flying glass,

PCF 6 came under heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire while
on patrol 15 miles southeast of Ha Tien on the afterncon of the 5th, The
enemy fire was silenced by 27 mortar and 700 fifty caliber rounds which were
directed at the position ashore by the "Swift® boat, No hits were sus-
tained by the MARKET TIME unit,

On the evening of the 7th, USCGC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) fired am
harassment and interdiction mission against the suspected position of
a Viet Cong company 27 miles north of Ca Mau Peninsula, During the mis-
sion one secondary explosion and subsequent fire were observed. Intel-
ligence sources later revealed that the LO rounds from the cutterts 5%/38
gun had killed 3 and wounded 15 of the enemy. Later in the same genersl
area in the early morning of the 8th, a similar mission was carried out
by the MINNETONKA. The results of this firing included four enemy killed
plus an additional seven probably wounded,

Alert action by USCGC POINT BANKS on the 13th routed a Viet Cong
unit from a camp on Ca Mau Peninsuia, Personnel were cobserved om ths
shore as the cutter closed for a naval gunfire mission against a bridge
target, After taking the area under mortar and machine gun fire destroying

the bridge and nearby sampans, the cutter’s landing party was sent ashore

CONEEDENTTES 16
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to investigate, Personnel of the landing party recovered small arms
ammunition, food supplies, and many documents, Units of Coastal Group Ll
later joined in the reconnaissance by small arms fire of the area around
the camp,

On the 26th, USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN (WHEC 68) conducted a naval gunfire
mission against a suspected Viet Cong concentratiom just north of the
mouth of the Ong Doc River, Results reported by the sector authorities
credited this mission with killing 7 Viet Cong and wounding one,

-

MARKET TIME UNITS

During May the Vietnamese Navy had an average of five PGMis and two
PCE's on MARKET TIME patrols daily, In additiom, am LSSL and MSC we-re
also used for a number of patrols, In the Fourth Coastal Zone the Royal
Thai Navy HMTS PGM 12 was assigned to a patrol station for more than half
of the month,

Navy patrol aircraft from four patrol squadrons operated on MARKET
TIME air barriers during May, Operating from U=Tapao, Thailand, a detache
ment from Patrol Squadron TWENTY-SIX (VP 26) manned the Southern Air Barrier
with P34 "Orioms.*® From Cam Ranh Bay a detachment from VP 50 operated
Orions and two‘ detachments from VP 6 and VP 17 operated SP2H Neptunes,
On 1 May the Central and Southern Air Barriers were combined into a single
Southern Air Barrier with a five-hour transit time by P34,

The following U, S, Seventh Fleet Ships operated as MARKET TIME units

17 SONFEREL LA
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during the periods indicated during May:

15-

DER 334 USS FORSTER

DER 329 USS KRETCHMER
DER 327 USS BRISTER

DER 387 USS VANCE

DER 331 USS KOINER

DER 324 USS FALGOUT

1ST 509 USS BULLOCH COUNTY
1ST 1l USS STONE COUNTY
MSO 432 USS DYNAMIC

MSO Ly USS FIRM

MSO 433 USS ENGAGE

MSO 457 USS LOYALTY

MSO L6 USS FORTIFY

MSO L34 USS EMBATTIE

MSC 206 1SS WARBLER

Msc 289 USS AIBATROSS

PG 88 USS CROCKETT
WHEC 33 USCGC DUANE
WHEC 32 USCGC CAMPBELL
WHEC 67 USCGC MINNETONKA
WHEC 68 USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN

At

DECLASSIFIED

Dates

1-7

7=31
1-23
8-31
1=26

26=71

1=8
=31
1=56
6=31
1=5
6=31
1=6
6=31
1=31
1=
1=30

23=31

1-8
1=10

10=31

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY

May 1968
U,S, Ships/Craft:
DER MSO MSC WPB PCF
Daily average num-
ber of craft on
patrol 3 3 2 15
U, S, Activity:
TOTAL DETECTED WOOD = DAY 5h;h23
STEEL ' = DAY 737
TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD = DAY _20;191;
STEEL = DAY 457
19

FG LST WHEC

0 1 2

NIGHT 52,070
107,861

NIGHT 631

NIGHET 19,053
40,171

NIGHT L67
R
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TOTAL BOARDED WOOD - DAY 14,629 NIGHT 6,892

2,619
STEEL = DAY 85 NIGHT 13

TOTAL DETAINED JUNKS };2& PECOPLE _'}ég (14 Viet Cong suspects)
Naval Gunfire:

TOTAL MISSIONS 357 (Includes L6 hostile fire incidents and € evading
craft taken under fire)

ENEMY CASUALTTIES s

43 killed plus 25 probable
25 wounded plus 23 probable
ENEMY MATERIAL LOSSES:

33 junks or sampans destroyed
B2 structures destroyed

16 junks or sampans damaged

60 structures damaged

OPERATION STABLE DOOCR

Al]l STABIE DOOR units maintained normal surface surveillance posture

and patrols during May, Detections of junks and sampans totaled 40,089,

Of these l,916 were inspected and another 1,503 boarded, Results of the

boardings included the detention of 7 junks and 197 persons for various

reasons, STABLE DOOR units also carried out numerous psyops broadcasts

and participated in a mmber of ground operations as blocking patrols,

At Vung Tau Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit ONE (IUWU=1) routine

SONEED ], 20
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patrols were continued throughout May, During the month 11 persons and
two craft were detained for curfew violations, improper identification or
suspicious actiens, The number of ships in Vung Tau harbor came t{¢ an
average of 18 per day. -

Mzy was also a routine month for IUWU=2 at Cam Ranh Bay whers the
daily average of ships inport came to 20, Patrols by this unit detained
15 persons and 2 craft as a result of their boardings,

Several interesting developments highlighted an otherwise routine
month for IUWU=2 at Qui Nhon during May, On the $th in the upper portien
of Qui Nhon harbor, two of the units, skimmers,with members of Coastal
Division ONE FIVE propaganda team embarked, encountered heavy small arms
fire from the vicinijhy of Vinh Quanh Village as they attempted to make a
psyops broadcast, The skimmers retired from the area and learned frﬁm an
Army "Hawkeye" aircraft the origin of the small arms fire was a Regional
Force (RF) platoon on the beach near Vinh Quanh, On the 19th a sampan
halted by ICPL 41 was found to contain 15 Popular Force (PF) troops, The
troops indicated that the Viet Cong had occupied their village; Phuoc Mai,
at about 1400 that afternoon, They were escorted to Coastal Group 22 for
interrogation, In a special operstion on the 2lst, patrol craft with
National Police on board conducted a search of 305 craft of the morning
fishing fleet returming to harbor, A total of nine persoms werc détained
by the National Police, A Chieu Hoi accompanied by his wife and child

rallied to LCPL L4O on the morning of the 28th, Later a live psyops
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broadcast by this man from MARKET TIME PCF convinced four other men
from his village to turn themselves in, During the month a total of 17
persons were detained and the daily average of ships in port was 12,

At Nha Trang patrols of TUWU-L were particularly active with a total
of 15 persons being detained for suspicious activity, improper identifi-
cation; or curfew violations, Ships in port average 5 per day at Nha
Trang and 2 per day at Vung Ro Bay, Patrols of IUWU=5 at Vung Ro Bay did
not detain any craft or persons during May, however, they did teke part
in a combined Korean Army and Popular Force sSweep of Hon Nya Island, Dur-
ing the period L through 6 May patrol eraft provided transportation and
blocking patrols for the ground forces during their sweep of the island

two miles south-southwest of the harbor entrance control post.

FHEEE
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An armed gunship helicopter, flown by Navy ®Seawolves,
Tun on Viet Cong ambush sites in South Vietnam's Mekong Delta, The

co-pilot aims and fires the aircraft's flex-guns while the pilot cone
trols 2.75 rockets,

¥ makes a rocket
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116)

Activity in the GAME WARDEN area of operation contirued at an active
pace during May, As the PBR's conducted patrols along the waterways, enemy
harassment continued and the patrol boats were engaged in 32 firefights,
During this period, however; the number of heavy weapons attack incidents
in%;%gted by the enemy decreased{ Nevertheless, in one engagement with
the Viet Cong on the upper Bassac River; in the vicinity of Chau Doc; &
PBR was struck by two 75-mm recoilless rifle rcunds killing two Nevymen,
wounding two and severely damaging the boat,

U, S, Navy “Seawclves," piloting their UH=1B helicopter gunships,
contimied to strike enemy positions throughout the Mekong Delta and Rung
Sat, Special Zone (RSSZ) exactlng their toll of enemy casuzlties, On three
s;;a;;t;‘bcc351ons aleng the Bassac;ﬁHﬁm Luong -and Mekong rivers the armed
helicopters killed Lk of the énemy and a:h:.eved a total kill of 59 during
the month, The Viet Cong, attempting to counter this dreaded gir threat,
scored several hits on the helicopters causing minor damage and on one
occasion killed a door gunner and wounded the pilet, d

The SEALs contimied their stealthful forays into enemy-controlled
areas collecting valuable intelligence and initiated 15 ambushes against
the communist forces, On 1l May, SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Flatoon,
(TU 116,1,0) engaged in a fierce firefight with 82 well-disciplined and
equipped Viet Cong troops along the Cambodian border, about 12 miles south=

west of Chau Doec, The enemy troops, that had crossed the border from
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A GAME WARDEN 'support IST pours L4O-mm high explosive rounds into
positions in the Mekong Delta, As a mobile support base for River Patrol
Boats and armed helicopters, the LST can cruise the major rivers of the
Delta providing gunfire support anywhere within the range of her cannons,
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Cambodia under the cover of darkness; had the SEALs pinned down in a
graveyard in what seemed like an untenable situation, The hightly trained
Navy fighters; led by Iieutenant (junior grade) Richard MARCINKO, USN,
beat back each attempt by the enemy to over=run their position, Moving
from one tombstone to another the SEALs continued to rake the enemy umtil
Navy "Seawolves®" and a U, S, Army aircraft arrived overhead to support
the SEALs' ground fighting, The enemy was driven back across the border,
dragging their dead and wounded with them, In the exchange of automatic-
weapons fire it was reported that 24 of the enemy were killed and L4LO wounded,
LTJG MARCINKO, who during thehsight of battle thought that this was "the
end for sure,® led his men from the battlefield without a single casualtiy.

A GAME WARDEN support LST, USS JENNINGS COUNTY conducted harassment
and interdiction fire on 9 May in an area of Viet Cong activity north of
Phu Viph, along the Co Chien River, The ship's L4O-mm cannon fire barrage
killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded three,

During the month the rumber of enemy initiated incidents on the
Long Tau shipping channel increased and was indicative of the enemy's aim
to intensify the harassment of friendly shipping omn this vital waterway.
There were ten attacks against merchant ships flying the flags of the United
States, Japan, England, and the Philippines, There were two mining attempts,
with the remainder being automatic weapons and r ocket attacks, In all
instances PBR's; and Navy and Army helicopters were rapidly on the scene

suppressing the enemy fire, During the attack on the British merchantman
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ANCO QUEEN on 19 May, five PBR sailors were wounded in the:ensuing fire-
fight with the enemy, Popular Force troops landed at the ambush site
killing 11 Viet Cong and captured two 122-mm rocket launchers of a very
simple design, The launchers were shaped as a wooden ladder with a sheet-
metal trough as the rocket guide, Damage sustained to the merchant ships
in all incidents was minor,

On 3 May PBR's commenced operations on the upper Bassac in the
vicinity of Chau Doc and the upper Mekeng in the vicinity of Tan Chau,
The assigned mission was to show the presence of U, S, Naval Forces, cur=
tail the infiltration of arms, ammunition and explosives, collect intel=-
ligence, conduct psychological operations, enforce the curfew and render
assistamce to U, S, and Vietnamese forces in case of a Viet Cong attack,
Five days later CTF 116 directed the commanders of Task Group 116,1 and
116.2 to continue the patrols, due to an increased enemy activity, on a
five day rotation basis until the activation of the upper Mekong River
Patrol Group, CTG 116,1 operated out of Chau Doc, while CTG 116,2
operated from the Special Forces Camp, Tuong Thoi,

On 1L May the second PBR sailor received the Medal of Homor, Among
the four men presented the Medal of Honor by the President of the United
States was a former member of River Squadron FIVE, Boatswain's Mate First
Class James E, WILLIAMS, USN, was cited for his heroic performance on
31 October 196€ Jduring the ceremony dedicating the new "Hall of Heroes®

at the Pentagon, Washington, D.,C, While serving as boat captain of
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PBR 105 and patrol officer of the two PBR patrol, from River Section 531,
WILLIAMS aggressively and brilliantly engaged an enemy force superior in
both number and firepower. When supporting forces arrived on the scene
Petty Officer WILLIAMS took control of the additional PBR's and helicopter
gunships. Upon completion of the three-hour battle the victorious Navy
forces assessed the damage, a total of 65 enemy water craft had been
destroyed or captured and numerous Viet Cong casualties were inflicted.

I CORPS RIVER PATROL GROUP

On 1 May five more PBR's were assigned to CTF CLEARWATER to rein-
force the river security on the Cua Viet River, the vital logistics
route to Dong Ha. This brought to 15 the number of PBR's operating in
I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) (10 at Tan My and 5 at Cua Viet). Five
additional PBR's were scheduled for deployment to Cua Viet.

During the month the Tan My based River Section 521 operating
under Commander Hue River Security Group was in frequent contact with
the enemy. While on patrol in the opening hour of 7 May a two
pboat patrol came under heavy automatic weapons and rocket fire.

Four additional PBR's sped to the ambush site, two miles north of the
city of Hue on the Hue River to aid the boats under attack. When the
combined fire power of the six PBR's failed to suppress the fire of

the heavily entrenched enemy, all boats were ordered to withdraw from
the area. As soon as the boats were clear, artillery fire rained in on

the enemy positions. Enemy casualties were undetermined; however, eight

29 CoNFERENTTER

DECLASSIFIED



RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE OPERATIONS

A-ICMs - 14 May.
B-PBR Landing - 18 May,
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Navymen received wounds during the engagement,

Fedti

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP
On 10 May the versatility of the PBR's was again demonstrated,

When the 17,000-ton U,S, merchant ship STEEL RECORDER ran aground S5
miles southwest of Nha Be near the Rach Duc Canal; PBR's 72 and 75 of
River Section 542 were ordered to the scene as a security force ad to
render assistance as feasible, At 1000 the ship was underway again,
following a 66 mimite delay in her river transit, thanks to the ingenuity
of the PBR crews, The Navymen had changed the role of the patrol boats
from river surveillance to that of salvage and by pushing on the merchant-
man's bow cleared it from the mud bank,

At 0315 on the morning of 1l May two ICM minesweepers condmcting
a chain drag sweep of the Loxyp Tau shipping chanmnel commenced receiving
small arms fire from two enemy firing positions located about three miles
southeast of Nha Be, The minesweepers returned the fire and soon the
enemy was silent, PBR's arrived on the scene and sprayed the area with
their guns, This actién was followed by an artillery saturation of the
area by U, S, Army guns, The minesweepers contirmed their sweep patrol
and about cne mile down river the bozts came under rocket and automatic
weapons fire a half-hour later, This time one crewman was wounded in
the attack, The sweeps and PBR's returned and suppressed the fire as

helicopter gunships arrived overhead, The gunships received small arms
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fire in response to firing runs made on the suspected enemy pesitions,
Artillery (105-mm) was called into the area once again, Enemy casualties
were undetermined due to the darkness and heavy ground cover,

On the evening of 18 May, PBR's landed a U, S, Army Long Range
Reconnaissance Patrol (LERP) asbout 5 miles south of Nha Be, on the
Soirap River, Fifteen minutes after landing the patrol commenced re-
ceiving light automatic weapons fire, The hostile fire was returned
by the LRRP's and the PBR's and soon suppressed, The patrol was with-
drawn since their presence was now known by the Viet Cong, With all
troops back aboard; the PBR's illuminated the banks and sarrounding
area with their spotlights and killed five Viet Cong caught in the
light, One other Viet Cong was shot and killed as he was swimming to=-
ward one of the PBR's., A further search of the area revealed a sampan,
Suspecting that the sampan was booby trapped it was destroyed, Artile-
lery fire was called into the area to destroy any remaining enemy troops
and their hidden firing positions, The following morning during a search
of the comtact area LRRP's were put ashore again, Soon after landing
the LREP's made contact again and quickly killed nine Viet Cong, The
IRRP's were withdrawn, A Navy helicopter light fire team placed an air
strike on the enemy position setting off a secondary explosion; believed
to have been a Viet Corng claymore mine, It now became more apparent that
the sampan found the night before was bait for a Viet Cong trap, because

a search of the stream banks revealed two claymores set up to take the
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approaches to the sampan under fire, Another sampan was found a short

distance away containing two AK automatic rifles and a CHICOM automatic

pistol, During the two engagements there were no friendly casualties,

During the month the number of enemy initiated incidents on the

Long Tau Shipping Channel rose, suggesting an enemy attempt to inten=

sify harassment of friendly shipping on this waterway, The following

is a listing of the attacks against free world shipping

Date

2 May
6 May

8 May

9 May
10 May

15 May

17 May

19 May

Damage

their voyages,

Name of Ship

SS DEL SOL

SS BANGOR

SS WHITTIER

SS 1SCO BAUEN

SS HYRIA SHELL
SS FAIRLAND

SS TRANSGLOUBE
SS NIEKEI MARU

SS FATRLAND

SS ANCO QUEEN

Type of Attack

Automatic weaponsgsmall arms fire,

Possible mining, 30-h0 ft, water
column 200 meters from ship,

Small amms,

Recoilless rifle, Fire started
but soon brought under comtrol,

RPG=-7/Automatic weapons,
Rocket/Automatic weapons,

Rocket

Antomatic weapons

Water mine explosion under ship.
PBR in vicinity of explosion re-
ported that ship appeared to have
1ifted one foot out of the water,
No damage reported,

PRG=7 and 122-mm rocket fire,

in all cases was negligible, with all ships continuing

PBR!s and armed helicopters reacted to all incidents,
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Five PBR sailors were wounded slightly when their PBR was hit four times
by B-L4O rockets during the engagement with the Viet Cong following the
ANCO QUEEN attack, Popular Force troops and U, S, Army gunships accounted

for 11 Viet Cong killed,

DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP

Operations in the Mekong (My Tho) River

On 1l May PBR's and "Seawolves® answered the call for assistance
from the Senior Advisor Cho Loch Sub-sector to support a Regional Force
security patrol in contact with about 80 Viet Cong, With the ®Seawolves"
striking from the air the PBR's pounded the area, S miles northeast of
Vinh Long, with 60-mm mortar and machine-gun fire, The enemy responded
to the counter-attack by directing small arms fire at the Navy boats and
four civilian tugs with two transiting the area, The engagement lasted
for one hour and ten minutes before the Viet Cong broke contact and faded
away, There were no U, S, casualties, however; two RF troopers were killed
and one wounded, Initial enemy losses were three killed by body count
and three structures damaged, A later highly reliable report stated that
11 Viet Cong were killed and three wounded in the action,

On 18 May units of River Section £35 came under heavy enemy fire
while distributing psychological operation (psyops) material S miles
northeast of Vinh long, As the two boat patrcl was dropping the psyops

packages into the canal, designed to float with the tide into the Viet
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Cong controlled areas, the PBR's suddenly came under heavy automatic
weapons and B-LO rocket fire. A B-LO rocket round smashed into the
coxswain's flat of PBR 731, the lead boat, while at the same time the
cover boat, PBR 730, was showered with shrapnel from another round that
was a near miss. Seven sailors and a Vietnamese policeman were wounded
4n the initial attack and exchange of fire. The boats cleared the area
to attend to the wounded as another patrol in the area and Navy armed
helicopters charged to the scene to engage the enemy, The newly com-
mitted forces began receiving return fire as strikes were placed on the
enemy positions, One-helicopter received a hit in the tail rotor before
the LO-minute battle was over, Enemy casualties were undetermined,
PBR 731 sustained major battle damage, while damage to PBR 730 was minor,
On 25 May the Navy armed helicopter gunships placed an air strike
against a reported battalion of Viet Cang located in a tree-line 11 miles
northeast of Sa Dec, Ground fire was received during the attack with one
helo taking one hit in the maiﬁ_ rotor blade, Enemy casualties were unde-
termined initially, however, a usually reliable intelligence source re=

ported that the Navy pilots killed 16 of the enemy.

Operations in the Co Chien River
On 9 May USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST846), TU 116.2.6, provided harass-
memt and interdiction fire into an area of Viet Cong activity on the Ham
Luong River when called upon by the Vimh Binh Province Control for sup-

port. Firing 892 rounds of LO-mm the Navy gunners were later advised
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that their shooting killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded 3 others,

On the morning of 12 May, Navy “Seawolves® from CTU 116,3,9 struck
a junk, suspected of carrying a 75-mm recoilless-rifle, and t wo sampans
located 12 miles east of Vinh Long, The Navy flyers, after destroying
the junk and damaging the sampans, then directed their 2,75 rocket and
machine gun fire against a suspected Viet Cong radio station also located
in the same area, The area of the air strike was left in flames as the
Navy gunships headed east to render support to Vietnamese forces in cone
tact with a Viet Cong platoon, Arriving over the target area, L miles
east of Ben Tre, the helicopter fire team commenced receiving automatic
weapons fire, Once again the helos unleashed their rockets and mini-guns
against the enemy positions, The confirmed results of the morning's
action, in addition to the water craft casualties, was three Viet Cong
killed, An intelligence report received several hours later; however,
raised the kill results to a total of 17 enemy troops,

Also on the morning of 12 May the hamlet of Giang Lon, located about
3 miles northwest of Phu Vinh, was attacked and overrun by the Viet Cong,
Fifty-three members of the Tra Vinh Provincial Recomnnaissance Unit (PRU),
led by SK3 Donald H, ZILLGITT, USN, a SEAL, and two companies of Regional
Force troops were dispatched to counter-attack and drive the enemy from
the hamlet, At about noon the PRU's landed just south of the hamlet where
they were immediately in heavy comtact with the enemy, The unit was soon

pinned down in a rice paddy by the voluminuous hail of automatic weapons
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fire, Petty Officer ZILIGITT, realizing the threat of being overrun,
skillfully deployed his troops to counter the threat, Heroically,
exposing himself, he then led his unit in the attack against the Viet
Cong positions, forcing the exemy to withdraw, <£till facing intense

fire, and with ZILIGITT still in the lead, the PRU's omnce again drove
into the enemy with unwavering determination to defeatme communist
aggressors, It was in this charge that ZILLGITT fell mortally wounded
when struck down by enemy gunfire, The PRU's continued their press
forward, gained their objective and routed the Viet Cong who left 17 of
their dead and 8 individaul weapons on the battleficld, The heroism and
leadership of Petty Officer ZILLGITT prevented the PRU's from being over-
run by the Viet Corg in the initial engagement and later enabled the PRU's

t0 gain the initiative and drive the Viet Cong from their prepared positions,

Operations in the Ham Luong River

Early on the morming of 15 May during a landing of SEAL Detachment
GOLF, Mike Platoon; a violent explosion, believed to have been caused by
a mine or a LO-mm grenade, broke the darkened silence, The explosion
occurred next to the port bow of the ICPL just as the Navymen were pre-
paring to leave the boat at a point about Ly miles southeast of Cho Loch,
CS1 Donnie L, PATRICK, USN, was killed by the detonation that ripped into
his body causing massive wounds, Seven other members of the pla‘béon were

also wounded, Due to the heavy personnel casualties to the platoon, future
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A=Seawolves - 25 May.,

OPERATIONS IN THE BASSAC RIVER ’
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operations were curtailed until such time as the platoon could be re-
organized, On 30 May the reorganization was completed and the unit com=

menced operations against the enemy again,

Operations in the Bassac River

On 5 May four units of River Section 511 were operating on the
upper Bassac River near the city of Chau Doc vhen word was received
from the U, S, Army Special Forces Advisory Team that there was enemy
activity down the river, The officer in charge of the patrol boats was
asked to inwestigate, .Lieutenant KOLIMEYER's two=boat patrol sped down
the river at 0835 to check the area, located about 9 miles southeast of
the city, Enroute, however, the cover boat sustained a steering casualty
and LT KOLIMEYER elected to continue on alone, Upon arrival two Viet-
namese Revolutionary Development (RD) cadre motioned to PBR=130 to embark
them from the west bank, The two Vietnamese boarded the boat and indicated
that the Viet Cong had a recoilless-rifle position downstream about 1,000
meters, As the two men were pointing to the enemy position, the first
round of recoilless rifle fire slammed into the bezat!s starboard bow at
the waterline, The forward gunner was badly wounded and the beat began
taking on water, IT KOLIMEYER nad the wounded sailor pulled from his
mount, meanwhile having the boat captain head for the east bank of the
river, The RD cadre jumped from the boat and were not seen again, With
the boat listing badly to starboard the wounded gunner and three crewmen

were ordered over the side into the protection of the water, The Navy
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lieutenant quickly called for help from his other units on the radio and
then manned the after .50 caliber mount, directing its fire against the
enemy position, The forward mount was remanned by another crewmember on
LT KOLIMEYER's lirection and soon was in the action against the Viet Cong,

By the time the boat was beached, automatic weapons fire was coming
from enemy positions on the west bank, about 500 meters away, While LT
KOLIMEYER radioed for assistance again, the wounded man in the water was
pulled ashore, At this time a second recoilless-rifle round hit the boat,
impacting on the engine cover and contimued directly over the sterm, This
round inflicted heavy wounds on LT KOLIMEYER; whe was standing in the cox=
swain’s flat; and EM3 Ronald SAPORITO, USN, who was attempting to retrieve
M=60 ammunition for defense on the beach, SAPCRITO was rendered uncons=
cious and died before he could reach comprehensive medical attemtion,
The boat captain was slightly wounded and was blown overboard by the blast,
He went into a state of shock at this time; went underwater, and was sub-
sequently pulled ashore by a crewmember,

There were only two crewmen able to perform their duties and they
returned to the boat to pull LT KOLLMEYER out. He had sustained wounds
in the legs and lower abdomen and was, at this time,; still on the radio
requesting assistance and passing vital information, He was then assisted
to the beach where first aid was performed on all the wounded, During the
approximately one-half hour prior to the arrival of the remaining three

boats; three more rounds were fired at the heavily damaged boat and the
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Barely recognizable as a Navy gunboat; the remains of PBR-130, damaged
on the upper Bassac River on 5 May, await repair at the Naval Support
Activity Detachment, Binh Thuy,

crew. Nope hit, but AK-L47 automatic rifle fire continued to rain around
the Navymen, During the first few minutes off the boat, LT KOLIMEYER
maintained his grasp of the situation and command of his tactical unit,
It was only when the severity of his wounds and deterioration of his
condition became apparent, that his shipmates realized he was dying,
About 1015 the other PBR's arrived on the scene and engaged the enemy
receiving only light fire in return, The wounded were embarked and
evacuated to Chau Doc, LT KOLIMEYER died before he could reach medical

attention,
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PBR 130, although almost completely demclished, was later taken in
tow and returned to the GAME WARDEN Base at Binh Thuy for repairs,

On 25 May a Navy helicopter light team interdicted water traffic
in the Ke Sach Specified Strike Zone on the Bassac River just southeast
of Can Tho, The gunships hit the concentration of sampans and junks,
detecteci in the vicinity of May Island, with rocket and machine-gun fire,
Ground fire was directed at the striking helicopters by the enemy, how=
ever; no hits were scored, At the end of the 100-mimute airwar the '_'Sea-
wolves® destroyed one 30-foot covered junk laden . with boxes, 11 Sampans
and killed 11 Viet Cong and possibly 6 additionzl ones,

e

GAME WARDEN UNITS

On 1 May the operationsl title of Task Unit 116.L.2 was changed
from Mine Squadron ELEVEN, Detachment ALFA, to Mine Division ONE-HUNDRED
TWELVE,

On 1 Msy River Sectiom Shlj was activiated at Nha Be,

On 2 Msy USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838) (TU 116,3.6), with River
Section 532 (TU 116,.3,4) embarked, returned to station on the lower Ham
Lueng River, embarked Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron THREE, Detache
ﬁem FIVE (TU 116,.3.8), resumed normal operations,

On 3 May River Section 532 (TU 116,3.4) commenced patrols on the
lower Ham Imong River,

On 3 May APLSS shifted location with her embarked river sections,
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to the junction of the Ham Luong and My Tho rivers,

On 3 May Task Element 116.1,1,, consisting of four PER's from
River Section 511 and one I{M=6, and SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth
Platoon, Squad ALFA transited to and commenced operations at Chau Doc,

On L May Captain Arthur H, MUNSON, USN, relieved Commander Robert
W, SPENCER, USN, as comﬁanding officer, Helicopter Attack (1ight) Squadron
THREE located at Vung Tau,

On 5 May Task Element 116,2,1.1., consisting of five PBR's from
River Section 52l and one ICM, and SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Ninth Pla-
toon, Squad ALFA, commenced operations on the upper Mekong River from
Thuong Thoi Special Force Camp,

On 15 May River Section 551 and 552 were activated at Nha Be.

I

GAME WARDEN STATISTICS SUMMARY

May 1968

I. PR TOTAL DAY  NIGHT
(a) Patrols (two boat) 2,052 1,012 1,0L0
(b) Contacts 91,979 8l,861 7,118
(c) Inspected 23,247 20,766 2,461
(d) Boarded 11,611 30,8LkL 10,797
(e) Patrol Hours 50,658 2L, 718 25,940
(f£) Sampans/Junks Detained 2

1Ty SEAWOLF LHFT
(a) 1,698 1,265 433
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VI.

SEAWOLF LHFT (CONT'D)

(b) Pre-planned Strikes
(c) Reaction Strikes

(d) Targets of Opportumity
(e) Support Mission

SEAL (6 Platoons)

(a) Missions

(b) Contacts

MINE DET

(a) MSB Patrols
(b) LCM(M) Patrols
(¢) Conmtacts

(1) Wire recovered

Ja
E Sl

297

318

78

60

.

(2) Mines recovered/destroyed 2

Lst

(a) Gun Fire Support Missions 15

GAME WARDEN TOTALS

(a) Firefights

PBR HELO SEALS
32 35 15

(b) Sampans Destroyed: 122

(c) Junks Destroyed:

(d) Structures Destroyed. 183

L7

3 Damaged:

Damaged :

Damaged:

@ONTTOENTLAL

DAY  NIGHT

60 0
h 6
1T TOTAL

0 82

156 Captured: 3
5 Captured: O
227
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VI, GAME WARDEN TOTALS (CONT'D)

(e) Enemy Casualties
Credited to:

KIa (BC) KIA (POSS) WIA CAPTURED

PBR 16 o} 8 0
HELO 59 0 0 0
SEAL 18 8 7 6
MINE DIV 0 0 0 0
LST 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 93 8 15 6
Cumulative Since 6/66 ;3 2,019 k30 337 201
(£) Friendly Casualties-Hostile
KIA VA Dow
PBR 2 28 0
HELO i 2 0
SEAL 1 8 0
MINE DIV 0 0 0
IST 0 0 0
TOTAL b la 0
Cumulative Since 6/66 sk 693 é
(g) Friendly Casualties - Non-Hostile
DEATHS INJURIES
PBR 0 3
HELO 0 (¢
SEAL 2 0
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(g) Friendly Casualties = Non=Hostile {CONT'D)

DEATHS
MIN DIV 0
18T 0
TOTAL 2
Cumilative Since 6/66 15 (S:.nce L/68)
(h) Friendly Battle Damage
: REPATRABLE
PBR 9
HELO b
MINE DIV o
IST 0
SEAL CRAFT 0
(1) MEDEVAC
PBR 72
Since 6/66 817
SEAWOLF | 0
Since 6/67 221
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Wading through mud up to his knees, a trooper of the Mobile Riverine
Force sloshes through the marshy Mekong Delta,
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RIVERINE ASSAUET FORCE (TASK FORCE 117)

With the advent of May, the deluge of the rainy season began in
earnest, adding to the discomfort of both the boat crews and the infan-
trymen as they searched for the shadowy and elusive enemy, The assault
forces of the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF) sloshed through Kien Hoa, Dinh
Tuong and Long An provinces in quest of the nomadic Viet Cong, who either
weren't there or chose not to fight except from small unit ambushes, In
spite of good intelligence of substantial enemy forces in the operating
areas, multiple landings in the objective areas; and daily reassessments
of the situation, heavy contact with a battalion size enemy force was
not effected, Enemy rocketeers caused considerable damage to the river-
ine craft and inflicted mmerous casualties in a series of riverine am-
bushes on 8 May and 26-27 May in the Giong Trom District of Kien Hoa
Province, Fortunately there were also a great mumber of misses; other-
wise, the damage and personnel losses would have been much greater,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

Early on the morning of 1 May, the major ships of the Mobile
Riverine Base (MRB) anchored at the Dong Tam anchorage, 6 miles west
of My Tho, were attacked from the south bank of the My Tho River, An
estimated 25 rounds of rocket/recoilless-rifle fire were observed by
USS ASKARI (ARL30), USS TOM GREEN COUNTY (LST1159) and APL-26 impacting
close aboard, The attack was almost simultaneous with a mortar attack

on the Dong Tam support base, The ships returned the fire with 4O-mm
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and 3"/50 gunfire, The MRB defense force continued harassment and inter-
diction fire into the area throughout the nights howsver, the damape in-
flicted could not be determined,

Later that evening a MRF Bushmaster (ambush team) platoon from the
3/47th Infantry Battalion (Inf, Bn,) conducted multiple diversionary
landings on the south bank of the My Tho River L miles westof My Tho,
Bushmaster operation 03-68 was terminated early the next morning without
substantial contact with the enemy and the troops were backloaded by
Assault Support Patrol Boats (ASPB) about 0l45 for return to the MRB,

It was a dark, moonless night and fair weather with an ebbing tide of

S knots, During the backloading of the ambush platoon i miles west of
My Tho, enemy fire was received while the infantirymen were scrambling
aboard an ASPB, Personnel departed the river banks and proceeded diago-
nally toward the starboard side of the boat, They stepped off into deep
water before reaching the boat, There were no casualties readily attri-
butable to the enemy fire; however, subsequent toe leaving the area five
soldiers were reported missing,

An intensive land and waterborne search for the missing men was
put into effect by the boats and the ready reaction force, but the men
were not found, At 1028 the body of one of the missing soldiers was
fou;ld floating in the river near the scene of the incident, The search
for the missing soldiers delayed the MRB relocation to the new anchorage

near Ben Tre unmtil 1030. This marked only the second time that the MRB
CNEEDENT AL, 52
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had transited the Ham Luong River. At 1200 the search was terminated,
although GAME WARDEN PBR's were alerted to keep the area under surveil-
lance for the missing men. The bodies of the four Armymen were subse=
quently discovered on 3 May by PBR's in the area, All five men had
drowned.,

After assuming a one-day ready reaction posture the MRF contimued
Operation TRUONG CONG DINH by launching riverine strike operations in
the Giong Trom District, The reconnaissance-in=force operation; in co=
operation and coordination with the 2nd Battalion, Vietnamese Marine
Corps, was commenced on 2 May to locate, engage and destroy the Viet
Cong 516th and 560th local Force Battalions and other local enemy
guerrillas,

On 2 May the Vietnamese Marines and the L4/47th Inf, Bn.; were
beached in the area at 0830 and 0900 respectively, fecllowed by the air
mobile movement of the 3/h7th Inf, Bn,, to blocking stations, Initial
contact was light and remained so, for the first two days of the opera-
tion, On the evening of 3 May, plans to continue the operation for a
third day were changed when Commanding Gemeral, U, S, 9th Infantry
Division requested that the MRF relocate to the Dong Tam anchorage,
This was done so that the MRF could react more rapidly to threatened
Viet Cong attacks in the Vunh Long/My Tho/Gai Lay/Cai Be areas and to
supplement the forces defending Saigon if heavy attacks occurred on that

city. Results of the two-day cperation were discouraging with 1 Viet
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Cong killed, 38 suspects detained; 17 bunkers/structures destroyed and
15 structures damaged, Friendly losses amounted to five drowned soldiers
and one other soldier wounded,

On the morning of 4 May the MRB relocated to Dong Tam, and assumed
a ready reaction posture, Later that evening as the MRB ships commenced
their evening shift of anchorages, Boatswain's Mate Third Class Charles
L, PERRY, USN, fell overboard from a pontoon-alongside TOM GREEN COUNTY,
The man apparently went under the nest of boats and did not resurface,
An intensive search was immediately instituted but produced negative
results, The body was subsequently discovered two days later near the
Dong Tam Base by ASPB=112-8,

There was no significant ground action on 5-6 May: however, a num-
ber of Delta cities including My The, Vinh Long, Nha Be and Can Tho re-=
ported receiving heavy mortar fire, MRF operations against the enemy
(=6 May) resulted in the detention of 11 Viet Cong suspects, while
friendly forces had 3 men wounded by a booby trap and 2 others wounded
in a non<hostile incident,

During the eariy morning hours of 7 May the support base at Dong
Tam came under repeated mortar attacks emanating from the direction of
Kien Hoa Province, At 0340 one mortar round impacted 10-15 yards off
the port quarter of USS BENEWAH (APB35), narrowly missing ASPB-112-8
which was on MRB defensive patrol, Since there was no other svidence of

an attack on the MRB, it was surmised that the round was intended for
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Dong Tam and fell short,

Operations in Dinh Tuong Province

At 0615 the MRB commenced relocation to the vicinity of Vinh Long
to provide support for riverine operations in Giao Duc District just
north of Sa Dec, The recomnaissance-in-force operation was formulated
to locate and engage rear service elements of Military Region II Head-
quarters, the 502 Provincial Mobile Battalion and local guerillas,

RAD 111 landed the 2nd Battalion, VNMC on the Ruong Stream L miles
north of the Mekong River at 0815, while RAD 91 beached the L/L7th Inf,
Bn, approximately one mile east of the Vietnamese Marines, The two Bat-
talions conducted a converging sweep operation, but experienced negative
results, Later that morning a third landing was made south of the other
MRF units by RAD 112 and the 3/47th Inf, Bn, Due to the lack of a target
the decision was made to withdraw the two U.S, battalions back to the MRB
and the Vietnamese Marines to a base-camp west of Vinh Long,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

Plans were formed to conduct riverine operations in the Sa Dec-Vinh
Long area 5 miles southeast of Sa Dec; however, these plans were aborted
late on the evening of 7 May when the city of Ben Tre in Kien Hoa Province
was threatened by Viet Cong forces, Reports were received stating that
elements of the 7th ARVN Division were engaged in heavy fighting with
elements of the Viet Cong 516th Local Force Battalion in a wooden area

between the Ba Lai River and the city of Ben Tre,
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RAD 112, with two companies of the 3/47th Inf. Bn. and one battery
of artillery, immediately departed Vinh Long en route to Ben Tre to stand-
by as a ready reaction force. Later that same evening RAD's 91 and 111,
with the 4/47th Inf. Bn. and the 2nd Battalion, VNMC embarked, proceeded
to the operating area. Arriving at the Ba Lal River early on 8 May, the
units landed unopposed and commenced their sweep toward the west., In
the meantime, the MHB relocated to an anchorage about 5 miles east of My
Thoe on the My Tho River.

Later that afternoon 1l Navymen were wounded in two separate ambushes
of RAD 91 units as they provided close support for ground cperations along
the Ba Lai River 8 miles southeast of My Tho. In the first attack at 1330,
two monitors, M-91 and M-91-2;, and two ASPB's, A4-91-3 and A-91-8, were
struck with highly accurate RPG-7 rocket, 75-mm recoilless-rifle and auto-
matic-weapons fire. There were four sailors wounded during the attack
which also caused moderate to heavy damage on all four craft. RAD 91 sup-
pressed the Viet Cong ambush in a furious 1lO-minute firefight, then landed
their infantry troops to sweep the area. The four damaged boats were re-
turned to ASKARI for repairs.

Damage suffered by assault craft involved in the first attack was
as follows:

(1) M=91-1 was struck by two projectiles believed to have been 75-mm
recoilless~rifle rounds. Both rounds impacted above the waterline causing

moderate hull damage.
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(2) M-91-2 received three rounds of 75-mm recoilless=rifle fire
resulting in mederate damage.

(3) A-91=3 was hit by two 75-mm recoilless=rifle rounds, One
round caused extensive damage in the coxswain's flat,

(4) A-91-8 was struck three times, Two rounds were RPG-7 (B-ll1)
rockets causing moderate hull damage forward and extensive superstruc-
ture damage in the after section of the boat. The third hit was from
a 75-mm recoilless-rifle, Both ASPB's were expected t¢ require one week
for the completion of repairs, -

About an hour later near the location of the first attack, a mon-
itor, M=91=3, and an ATC flamethrower, T=92-7, sustained light damage
when assailed with recoilless-rifle and automatic-weapons fire. The
attack was again suppressed but 10 more Navymen received minor wounds
in the firefight, None of the men were sericusly wounded in the twe
ambushes which occurred at virtuslly the same locatior where 3 Navymen
were killed and 36 sailors were wourded on Lk April, Enemy casualties
were undetermined in both encounters,

On 9 May the MRF was again reduced to a two-battalion force when
the 2nd Battalion, Vietnamese Marine Corps was transported back to Dong
Tam by RAD 111 for reassigmment to the Saigon area, Meanwhile the U.S,
Army elements continued their reconnaissance-in-force operation in Kien
Hoa Province and were in sporadic contact with the Communist aggressors,

U, S, Navy riverine craft reported an uneventful day in the area
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Hospital Corpsman First Class Ira V. ®™Doc® BIDDLE, USN, of Dry Prong, la.,
looks around the flight deck of the medevac boat to ensure the wounded
are tended to. An Army medic checks the flow of intravenous solution
being given a wounded sailor, Boatswain's Mate First Class William M,
MILLER, USN, from Calhoon, Ky., boat captain of Monitor 92-1 who was
within several feet of a B=40 explosion when the Viet Cong hit his boat

from ambush in the Mekong Delta.
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of operations; but a crewmember of an AIC flawethrower was accidently
shot and killed while his boat, T-111=-7, was tied up alongside ASKARI
at the MRB, Boatgwain's Mate Third Class Roy A. COX;, USN, was struck
in the head by a .30 ca:ﬂiber machine=gun round that was accidently dis-
charged from the mount of another boat,

Sweep operations of the Ba Lai area continued on 10 May, and at
1300 the infantry units gained firm contact with the enemy, This action
precluded the scheduled withdrawal as MRF elements pressed the attack
against the elusive Ba Lai local Viet Cong forces, Some of the heaviest
fighting with the enemy units, estimated to be larger than company size,
occurred after 1700 as the Second Platoon of Charlie Company of the L/L7th
Inf, Bn, was pinned down by automatic weapons and rocket fire, During
the next three hours three companies were pinned down at least once in
heavy crossfire as contact continued until darkness,

The final results of the four-day operation (8-11 Mgy ) were; 18
Viet Cong killed, LO bunkers destroyed, 30 suspiciocus Vietnamese detained,
and 6 weapons, 31 mortars/rocket/recoilless-rifle rounds and over 2,000
rounds of small-arms ammunition captured, Friendly casualties amounted
to 2 soldiers killed, and L1 personnel wounded, 1L of whom were Navymen,
The infantrymen were returned to the MRB on 11 May to dry out after spend-
ing four exhausting days in the inundated Ba Lai River area,

On 1L May the MRF commenced a two-battalion riverine assault opera-

tion approximately 5 miles rorth of Mo Cay in Kien Hoa Province to locate
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A monitor -- the "battleship¥ of the riverine Navy in South Vietnam --
uses itz flamethrower to destroy possible enemy ambush sites along &
narrow stream in the Mekong Delta,
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and engage elements of the Viet Cong S16th Battaliom, At 0615 the MRB
relocated from Dong Tam to an anchorage at the junction of the Ben Tre
and Ham Iuong rivers 2 miles south of Ben Tre, All landings were un=
opposed and the two infantry battalions swept toward each other for a
distance of 5 miles, encountering several signs of Viet Cong activity
but only minor enemy contact,

The boats of RAD 91 were involved in the most heated action of
the day as they were ambushed twice while transiting the narrow Mo Cay
Stream about 2 miles south of the MRB anchorage. The first attack
occurred near the mouth of the Mo Cay Stream at 0905 as the craft were
leaving the stream after landing the L4/47th Inf Bn, There were nc cas-
ualties or damage despite the heavy barrage of small arms; automatic
weapons and B=LO rockets fired at the rear elements of the column, The
enemy fire, coming from an estimated 7=10 man squad, was rapidly sup=
pressed as the boats thoroughly razed the ambush positions, Enemy cas-
ualties were unknown,

Several of the RAD J1 boats reentered the Mo Cay Stream about 2
miles south of the MRB énchorage in the early afternocom to support a
bridge removal projecﬁe By 1530 the wreckage was successfully removed
and the boats were escorting the combat salvage boat out of the area
when they were ambushed from a point just west of the earlier attack,
The boats retaliated with all weapons, including flamethrowers and mum-

erous Viet Cong were observed scrambling out of the fire-engulfed bunkers,
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Both the riverine craft and a light helicopter fire team tock the fleeing
commmists under fire, with the Navy gunboats accounting for at least
three killed, At 1600 RAD's 91 and 111 returned to the MEB where they
remained for the night in é ready reaction posturs,

The next morning three Navymen of RAD 112 received minor wounds
as a result of an exhange of fire with Viet Cong units on the Mo Cay
Stream L miles northenorthwest of Mo Cay, The boats were attacked but
not damaged as they were escorting a Vietnamese resupply convoy of 10
civilian boats and 5 VNN RAG craft from Ben Tre to the city of Mo Cay,
The assault craft suppressed the fire; however, enemy casualiies were
nndetermined,

Meanwhile on the beach the Army troops established firm comtact
with the enemy in a day-long battle, 3 miles southwest of Mo Cay, The
fighting broke out at 1005 when the 3/k7th and the i/LTih Inf Bns, closed
in on a Viet Cong company and called in 13 airstrikes and continuous
artillery barrages, Late in the afterncon, the ground troops swept the
body=strewn battlefield counting numerous bodies and capturing 13 wea-
pons, The enemy withdrew from the area that eveming, and the infantry-
men were returned to the MRB on 16 May,

There were ;7 enemy combatants killed in the day-long battle bring-
ing the total results for the Mo Cay operation to 57 killed, Friendly
losses were 6 Armymen killed and 1k soldiers wounded, Daring this period

there were alsc four sailors wounded in a series of riverine ambushes,
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On 16 May at 2200, Boatswain's Mate Second Class Kenneth A, CARROLL,
USN,; attached to RAS 11, fell into the water bstween pontoons alongside
TOM GREEN COUNTY, An extensive search of the area failed tc locate him,
and the Navyman was declared offically missing, The body was found twe
days later floating in the river near the Dong Tam base,

Operations in Iong An Province

Based on intelligence reports that a lucrative target existed in
the area southeast of Can Giouc in Long An Province == the southern
approaches to Saigon =~ the MRF immediately commenced making prepara-
tions for strike operations into the area, After a brief respite at the
MRB, the riverine units commenced the night-long, L4O-mile transit via
the Co Gao Canal toward Can Giouc on the evening of 16 May,

The MRB relocated to the junction of the Scirap and Vam Co rivers
on the morning of 17 May, crossing through the South China Sea for the
first time since last November, Meanwhile the riverine assault craft
tranlsit-ed the inner passage (Cho Gao Canal) and beached their troops om
the tributaries of the Vang Stream at 0800, The boats conducted water=
blocks as the ground troops swept the area just 12 miles south of Saigon,
killing l1 Viet Cong while capturing 5 prisoners and seizing 52 suspects,
A Navy boat killed one Viet Cong with small-arms fire after he was flushed
from a thick growth of nipa palm by a monitor flamethrower,

On the next aftermoon, RAD 91 units were invelved in a heated skir-

mish when they were ambushed from both banks of the Lo Canzl 5 miles
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east of Can Giouc, The boats, which were in the process of landing
troops, silenced the intense enemy fire while the infantrymen continued
their landing, Three craft were damaged and 1l Navymen and 1 soldier
were wounded during the battle, including 5 crewmembers of momitor 1=l
I crewmen from flamethrower T=-92-11, and 3 sailors from ASPB-9l=5,
ASPB-91-2 and monitor 91=3 also reported one casualty each,

Tn the final engagement of the two-day operation (17-18 May),

17 Viet Cong were annihilated by the combined, awesome fire power of
air cavalry units, Navy riverine gunboats and ground troops, The U,.S,
forces caught the guerrillas in a devastating crossfire as they fled
across open rice paddies, The final results of the very productive Can
Giouc operation were 126 Viet Comg killed, 180 bunkers destroyed and 5
prisoners and 22 weapons captured, U, S, casualties consisted of &
soldiers killed and 38 men wounded, 1l of whom were Navymen,

On 22 May the MRB got underway from their Soirap anchorage and
arrived at Dong Tam at 1530, After a fruitless search and clear opera-
tion (21=-22 May) in the Cho Gao District of Long An Province and the
Binh Phuoc District of Dinh Tuong Province the assault craft transited
the inner passage (Cho Gac Canal), Results of the operation wers 30
bunkers destroyed, one weapon captured and 10 suspects detained,

Operations in Kien Hoa Province

On 2l May the MRF conducted a one-battalion operation on the

South bank of the My Tho River opposite Thol Son Island in the Ham
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Iuong District, This operation was planned to locate and destroy the
550th District Control Unit (DCU) and other Viet Cong elsments reportediy
in the assigned zone, The infantrymen swept the area throughout the day
making contact once late in the afternoon, RAS 11, with the 3/47th Imnf,
Bn, embarked, returned to the MRB at 1805, thereby, culminating a week
of frustrating and relatively unproductive operations, Cumulative re-
sults for the one-day operation were: 3 Communist guerrillas killed and
28 bunkers destroyed, while one U, S, Army soldier was killed in actiom,

Later that evening at 1919, Engineman Frederick V, AREN, USN, a
qrewmembgr of ASPB=112-1, while proceeding aft on his boat, tripped oa
a cleat and fell overboard 1 mile south of Dong Tam, One of his ship-
mates leaped over the side and attempted to rescue him, but he was unable
to keep him afloat in the strong current. An immediate search of the
MRB anchorage failed to find the missing man, The boat was moored along-
side TOM GREEN COUNTY at the time of the incident, The body was dis-
covered the next day near the Dong Tam base,

On 26 May the MRF commenced riverine operations in the Giong Trom
District to locate and engage the Viet Cong 570th Main Force Battaliom,
In a series of bitterly comtested ambushes zlong the Ben Tre River and
the Ong Huong Stream 8 miles southeast of Ben Tre, the MRF riverine
craft were subjected to repeated rocket/recoilless-rifle attacks om
26=27 May, There were 2 sailors killed and 23 Navymen wounded in 7

separate ambushes which 2lso caused light to heavy damage to 16 riverine
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craft of the MRF,

In the first and most vicious ambush, RAD 111 was proceeding to
land elements of the 3/L7th Inf, Bn, along the Gng Huong River 8 miles
southeast of Ben Tre when they wers attacked at OT15 from both banks of
the river by Viet Comg rocketeers, The lead units in the column bore
the brunt of the attack, as ASPB=11l-1 was struck with two RPG=2 rockets
{(B=h0) and two 75-mm recoilless-rifle rounds, Twe of the rounds hit the
20-mm cannon, disabling it; another hit the mastg the fourth tore inte
the coxswain's flat instantly killing the boat captain, Boatswain®s Mate
Second Class_Ronald W, DURBIN, USN, and Radioman Third Class Jerry L,
WILLIAMS, Two other members of the crew were also wounded in the attack,

Four crewmen of ASPB=111-5 were wounded during the first attack as
an enemy rocket blew the top off their 20-mm gun mount, Monitor 111-2,
the first boat behind the lead ASPB's, toock heavy fire which wounded two
sailors, ASPB-111-3 and ATC-111-6 alsc took direct rocket hits, but did
not suffer any personnel casualties, The fire was suppressed with the
assistance of a TF 116 helicopter light fire team, and the troops were
landed in the face of withering rocket and automatic-weapons fire teo
rout the Viet Cong ambushers,

Meanwhile RAD 91 units were also under heavy automaticeweapons
attack from both banks of the Ben Tre Stream, approximately 1,000 yards
west of the attack on RAD 111, The attack; which wounded one sailor,

occurred at 0750 and was rendered ineffective by an immediate counter=
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attack, There was ne significant battle damage to the boats and enemy
casualties were unknown,

A few hours later;, the craft of RAD 91 were struck again at 1145,
at virtually the same location as the devastating rocket attack on the
RAD 111 units earlier in the morning, Four sailors were wounded by the
automatic=weapons, recoilless=rifile and rocket fire, but there was no
significant damage to the boats, Omnce again the fire was silenced by
the timely and effective assistance of TF 116 “Seawolves" (Navy light
helicopter fire team), This close fire support was instrumental in
keeping the assault boat and troop casualties down in the face of re-
peated enemy rocket attacks,

The boats were attacked on several other occasions throughout
the afternoon, but there were nc other personnel casmalties, At 1330
ASPB=111=2 was hit by four recoilless-rifle rounds, but managed to
suppress the enemy gun’s and carry out its mission with one operabls
engine, Two hours later two ATG's, T-111=1 and T=111=7, received hits
on the port side below the wateriine while transiting the Ben Tre River
2 miles east of Ben Tre, The gunboats suffered minor damage but there
were nc personnel casualties,

Mearwhile, the ground forces wesre relentlessly pursuing the enemy
in an area 7 miles southeast of Ben Tre, As of 1L30, with the fighting
still in progress, 2L Viet Cong had been killed,

At 2109, the MRB, anchored 3 miles east of Ben Tre, was attacked
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by enemy recoilless-rifle fire from the east bank of the Ham Lucng River,
APL 26 was struck twice on the starboard side but neither round exploded,
Retaliatory fire could not be delivered into the ambush position because
of the presence of MRB defense troops in the areas,

The furious action continued on 27 May as riverine craft of RAD's
91 and 111 were ambushed three more times, In the first attack at 0720,
the boats were hit by rocket, recoilless-rifle and automatic-weapons fire
from both banks of the Ben Tre Stream L miles east=southeast of Ben Tre,
Two crewmembers of ATC=111-10 and one aboard monitor 11l=3 were wounded
when each boat was hit by two rocket/rocoillss-rifle projectiles, Several
other boats were struck during the attack, but the damage was minimal on
the other craft, After a brisk lO-minute firefight, the enemy gun’s were
quiet,

At 11lly, two troopcarriersy; with elements of the 3/L47th Inf Bn,
embarked, were ambushed from both barnks of the Ben Tre Stream & miles
southeast of Ben Tre, ATC=111-10 and ATC-111-3 each received one rocket/
recoilless-rifle round resulting in minimal damage to the two craft; but
wounding two sailors and two soldiers, The enemy guns were silenced with
the assistance of U, S, Army helicopters which strafed the ambush positions,

The final attack occurred at 1415 as the riverine units of RAD 71
and 111 were transiting west of the Ben Tre Stream L miles east-southeast of

Ben Tre and moving out of the area of operations, Six boats were struck
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by an enemy fusilade of rockets; recoilless-rifle and automatic wea=
pons, ATC-111-3 and ATC-111=12 were beth hit below the waterline and
ATC-111-L was hit amidships, but none of them sustained any serious
damage; CCB=111=<1 received several ,50 caliber machine-gun hits on its
starboard bow. A total of five sailors were wounded during this inci-
dent, but none were seriously wounded, The boats silenced the enemy guns,
killing two Viet Cong during the actiom,

Despite the intense enemy contact along "rocket alley,® there was
no sigmificant ground action on 27 May and the assault boats carried
the infantrymen back to the MRB on the following morning, Enemy losses
amounted to lil Viet Cong killed, 66 bunkers destroyed, L prisoners
captured and 30 suspects seized for additional interrogation, U. S.
Army casualties were 8 men killed and 26 more wounded, while Navy casu=-
alties amounted to 2 killed and 23 wounded during the two-day operation,

A post-operative evaluation of the extensive rocket ambushes en-
countered on 26=27 May in the Giong Trom District indicated that the
Viet Cong were firing at the boats while far back from the river banks,
Presumably, this was in recognition of the boat's direct firepower and
flamethrower capabilities, As a result, there were an unusually large
number of misses; otherwise, the damage and personnel losses would have
been much greater,

The MRF culminated the month's cperation with a two=battalion

riverine strike operation on 29-30"1433' in ths Mo Cay District to lccate
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and engage the Viet Cong 5hOth DCU, As a result of MRF operations there
were 15 Viet Cong killed, 1 prisoner captured, 81 bunkers destroyed and
100 suspects detained for further questioning, There was one soldier
reported missing in action as a result of the operationm,

At 0038 on 31 May USS COLLETON (APBBé)S anchored with the MRB near
Ben Tre, received five rounds of recoilless-rifle fire from the east bank
of the Ham Luong River, Only one round impacted against the barracks
ship, causing a three=inch hole in the hull of the ship, There were no
casualties and no significant damage as the round failed to detonate,

MRF Operations in I Corps

Late on the evening of 1 May the Naval Support Activity Detachment
at Cua Viet received approximately 60 rounds of artillery fire, which
caused slight damage to 3 ATC's and wounded 3 RAD 112 sailors, The
attack was one of the most severe on the supply depot since the MRF units
began previding gunfire support services in early March,

Earlier that same dsy ILieutenant J. R. NELSON; USN, Commander River
Assault Division 112, received multiple fragmemt wounds of the face when
monitor 111-2 was attacked with small-arms and automsticewespons fire,
The riverine m_aits were supporting a U, S, Marine Corps sweep along the
Cua Viet River,

At 0125 on 1l May ATC-112-2 was struck by two RPG=7 rocket rounds
while anchored for the night on the Cua Viet River Vs miles from Cua

Viet, There were no personnel casualties, but cne of the rounds penetrated
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into the engine room on the starboard side aft just above the waterline,
The second round partially detonated and lodged between the bar trigger
armor and the hull, midships. EOD personnel removed and destroyed the
rocket,

On 29 May COMRIVDIV 112 with one CCB; three monitors and three
troopcarriers embarked in USS GUNSTON HALL (ISD5) for return to the MRF
in the Delta, lieutensnt D, F, HOUSER, USN, remained at Cua Viet with
six troopcarriers to continue operations with CTF CLEARWATER.

F

MOBILE RIVERINE FORCE UNITS

On 3 May Admiral John J. HYLAND, USN, Commander-in-Chief, U, S,
Pacific Fleet, visited the MRB for an up-date briefing on MRF operations.
He glso presented awards to several MRF personnel, including the Silver
Star Medal to Boatswain's Mate First Class Vernon M. WARE; USN, of River
Assault Division 111, A

Three days later the first increment of River Assault Squadron
THIRTEEN officially joined the MRF after a day of test firing and train-
ing.

On 11 May River Assault Squadron FIFTEEN was commissioned with
Commander Walter C, DEAL, Jr,; USN; as its first commander, The admin-
istrative and operational cormtrol of the new assault squadren was assigned
to COMPHIBPAC until COMRIVRCN FIFTEEN deploys and reports to COMRIVFLOT
ONE,

£ OONPIDTNGEM,
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On 25 May USS VERNON COUNTY (1ST1161) Pelieved USS TOM GREEN COUNTY
(1LST1159) as the MRF suppor;. LsT,

On 28 May Colonel Robert ARCHER, USA, assumed command of the 2Znd
Brigade of the U, S, 9th Infantry Division, He replaced Colonel Bert A,
DAVID, USA, who served as the Brigade Commander since 1 August 1967,

During the month, rats have been noted aboard the pontcons and boats
of the MRF, All available protective measures were taken to prevent the
rodents from boarding the ships; Assistance was requested from the local
Preventative Medicine Unit at Dong Tam, and they provided rat poisom suit-
able for use on the pontoons.and boaft.ée Relocaticon of the MRB and stricter
control of the handling of garbage and refuse have contributed to a less-
ening of the number of rats noted on the pontoons,

Since arriving on station with the MRF after & ship conversion peried,
USS COLLETON (APB36) with its improved medical spaces has served . ;s a
primary casualty receiving facility for all elements of the lﬂ!ﬂ.‘ﬁ‘fD :I'he medi=
cal staffing of the facility was jointly provided by U, S, Army/Navy elements
of the MRF and are listed below:

1 general surgeom,, 9th Medical Battalion, USA

2 genersal medical officers; 9th Medical Battaliom, USA

1 dermatologist, 9th Medical Battalion, USA

1 general medical officer, USS COLLETON, USN

1 anesthesist, captain, Nurse Corps, USA

1 ward supervisor nurse, captain, Nurse Corps, USA
The enlisted medical personnel of the ship and the *D¥* Medical Company,
9th Medical Battalion were united into an effective casualty receiving

and treatment team,

ST DR, 72
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The following statistics for the period 26 January to 27 April 1968
reflect this capability:

(1) Total number of patients treated at surgicsl facility aboard

COLLETON
January ik
February 325
March 223
April 322

(2) Total number of casualties received as a result of wounds

sustained in hostile action:

January 6
February 295
March 176
April 208

(3) Total number of casualties evacuated electively to hospitals
ashore after definitive surgical treatment (usually one to two days

after combat):

January 5
February 97
March 50
April 50

(4) Total number of casualties admitted as in-patients:

Jamiary 9

February Sk

March 23

April 1
SRR
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TASK FORCE CLEARWATER

Task Force CLEARWATER continued its mission of expediting and pro=
tecting logistic craft movement on the Perfume and Cua Viet rivers during
May, Although the level of enemy activity remained low along the Perfume
River, attempts to interdict craft on the Cua Viet River increased utiliz=
ing both mining and ambush along the waterway as well as rocket and artil=-
lery attacks on the Dong Ha and Cua Viet staging areas, The Naval Support
Activity, Detachment, Cua Viet and nearby areas received at least 15 rocket
or artillery attacks during the month and the Dong Ha ramp was hit twice,

The month started with a brief delay in logistic movement on the Cua
Viet River, Following a 30 April ambush about one mile east of Dong Ha
the river had been closed to logistic craft and two Marine companies began
a search of the ambush site, The minesweeping operation on the morning
of the 1lst was stopped near the ambush site where the Marines were engaged
with what developed to be an estimated enemy battalion, ILogistic movement
resumed at 1300 when the fighting on the river bank subsided, Mortars,
rocket, automatic weapens and small arms fire continued further inland
throughout much of the day, The Marines supported by air strikes and artil-=
lery had counted about 150 NVA bodies at this time on the 1lst as the action
continmued intermittently until the 8th,

The most significant development of the month occurred on the 2nd
when the enemy was caught in the act of preparing magnetic influence

mines on the Cua Viet River, At 0230 Patrol Beat 24 using infra-red
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§1lumination observed a group of pecple on the north bank ¢f the river
just south of contimuing Marine operations through the 30 April ambush
area, After illuminating the area p{.th white light the craft was able
to identify about 25 NVA in full battle dress and 5 others in black suits
that appeared to be wet, The enemy was immediately taken under fire with
M=79 grenade launchers, Two were seen to fall as the group fled to the
northwest, Patrol boats 21 and 28 joined in the actiom as two large ob-
jects, each about six feet long and one foot in diameter were spotted
near the water's edge, These objects were taken under fire resulting in
a large explo-sion with a 4O foot ball and several secondary detonations,
Several additional can shaped objects were observed and taken under fire,
one of which continued to burn for over an hour, As the craft continued
to patrol the area a large group of NVA were observed in the open about
40O yards northeast of the previous encounter, Heavy small arms fire was
received from this group as they were again engaged with M=79's, Friendly
machine guns could not be employed due to the proximity of friendly forces
inland, A heavy rain broke off the action at 0500, Navy EOD personnel
called to the scene. at 0800 discovered one completely assembled magnetic
influence mine and part of ancther, The search of the river by ECD per-
sonnel continued for several days and by the 5th a total of six mines had
been located,

Attacks on patrol craft on the rivers were wery frequent early in

the month, From the lst through the T7th patrols and logistics craft on
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the Cua Viet River were fired on by enemy rockets; artillery oY mortars

s total of 13 times, No casualties and only minor damage resulted from
these attacks. Action on the Perfume River was 1ess frequent; however;
one Navyman was wounded when YFU-6l was hit Py 2 B-LO rocket on the 6th
just east of the Fue ramp. Early on the morning of the 7¢h a PBR patrol
section received heavy aut omatic weapons and rocket fire from the same
jocation, Two additional FBR sections moved to assist in the action
which wounded eight men; two seriously, Three PBR's 775 80 and Bl were
damaged pefore the six bvoats could clear the area. Four crafd remained

n the vicinity to block any possible river crossing, Artillerys directed
by a Marine forward observer on a PBR, was fired into the ambush site and
fixed wing &ir strikes hit the area at first light. Logistic craft wers
neld at Tan My antil Army airborne units completed 2 gweep of the ared
that aiterﬁoon. Another ambush from this same 1ocation on the 10th
wounded one mahls

The most serious damage from rocket and artillery attacks on sbaging

areas occurred on the evening of 1 May when Cua Viet received about 60
jncoming rounds, Five craft were damaged and six men were wounded, The
next night the enerny narrowly missed causing major damage when some of
69 incoming artillery rounds bracketed the YOG in the furning basin at
Cua Viet, The jargest attack on Cua Viet took place on the 25th when &
total of 111 artillery ©oF rocket rounds nit the base and nearvy instal-

1ations during the early morming hours causing no damage ‘o Navy units.
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Monitor boat captain, BM1 Mack

HAMBRICK, USN; eyes the shoreline of the
Cua Viet River during an escort for cargo haul

ing utility boats,
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However, nearby Marine installation received significant damage, One
more attack on the 28th wounded cne man at Cua Viet,

On four occasions during the month PBR's on the Cua Viet River
were hailed by children on shore in order to turn in weapons and ammuni-
tion they had found near their villages, Several claymore mines, various
U, S. grenades, B=lO rocket rounds, 5,56 and AK-47 ammunition were turned
over to the river patrols by children during May,

The latter part of the month saw action fall off slightly on the
rivers, Logistics operations on the Cua Viet were delayed briefly on
the 23rd after the capture of two armed Viet Cong on the river bank
along with explosives and detonators and other indications that the enemy
had planted mines, Most of the units from TF 117 which had been attached
to CLEARWATER since March were returned to the Mekong Delta after addi-

tional PBR's were received at Cua Viet late in May, It had been determined

that contimuous patrol and daily mine sweepirg along with the river security

provided by troops ashore was the best means to meet the existing threat,
logistic craft were dispatched when ready once the river was cleared daily,
The p&brol functions that CCB's and monitors had been employed in on the
Cua Viet could be more efficiently handled by FBR's and LCPL's, However,

six ATC's were retained at Cua Viet for mine sweeping,
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG

Operations by the Naval Support Activity (NAVSUPPACT), Danang con-
tinued at a high level throughout May, Eleven of the tonnage records
establiéhed in April were surpassed by May cargo operations, These new
records included: 380,878 short-ton monthly throughput at Danang; 5,821
short-ton monthly backload at Dong Ha; and 813,255 measurement=ton monthly
throughput for the combined I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) ports.

The I Corps population buildup began to level off in May and was
reflected in a slight decrease in demands, The total of 199,009 supply
demands was down from April's record of 208,541, but was still 12,5 per-
cent above the March figure; Overall gross supply effectiveness in May
for Danang and Chu Lai combined dropped slightly to 87.1 percent from
April's 88,5 percent, At the same time the overall net supply effective-
ness was down from April's 91 percent to 89,9 percenmt for May. Again the
Army was the largest customer with 125,31k or 63 percent of the total
demands,

Fuel transfer operations on the Cua Viet and Perfume rivers were
not subject to as much enemy interdiction as earlier in the year, How=
ever, increased rocket and artillery attacks on the Cua Viet base caused
one disruption, On 25 May 17 fuel bladders were destroyed by an enemy
attack resulting in the loss of 170,000 gallons of product, Until the
bladders were replaced on 28 May direct support was provided using AMMI

barges with an AOG on station as floating storage, Dally river transit
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capability remained at 200,000 gallons on the Perfume River and 340,000
gallons on the Cua Viet River, Total POL issues for May were up to
1,425,000 gallons per day,

At the Danang Freight Terminal the second female hatch team began
work on 18 May, During the last half of the month, one berth was vacant
for 7 days, two berths 5 days, and three otherberthe 1 day, Incoming
ammunition was especially low with one period of eight days with no ammu-
nition ships in port, However, by the end of the month beth ammunition
and general carge traffic were picking up,

Water supply in the Danang area became a problem during May, Al-
though supply was able to keep up with the demand, it was anticipated
that demands would continue to increase as the supply of water steadily
decreased during the dry summer months, A water conservation program was
initiated to help eliminate the problem, A ney dam on Monkey Mountain
was completed and an effort was begun to store as, mich water as possible
in this 1,900,000 gallon storage site,

At Cua Viet rocket or artillery attacks on the NAVSUPPACT detach-
ment base numbered 12 during the month with 2 additional attacks on the
Dong Ha ramp, The Hue ramp was hit once by enemy rockets and mortars,
Two craft on the Perfume River were hit by RPG/rocket fire resulting in
one wounded and minor material damage, Also on the Perfume River PBR
patrols were taken under heavy automatic weapons fire twice, wounding

nine and damaging three of the patrol boats,
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At Danang early on 5 May several military installations were hit
in a widespread rocket and mortar attack, No NAVSUPPACT installations
were damaged seriously and total NAVSUPPACT perscmnel casualties were
eight.. This well-coordinated attack in which &1l targets were hit al-
most simultaneously was the first having cargo handling facilities in
Danang as a primary target, At about 0130 five 122-mm rockeis impacted
near the bridge ramp, Two of them hit the forward main deck of MSTS
1ST 822 resulting in the following casualties to Army personnel; 3
killed, L missing, and 23 wounded, Two rounds which landed on the ramp
caused minor damage and killed one Navyman, At the same time the trans-
mitter site took heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire from several
directions, One bunker was attacked with B-40 rockets and the living
compound was hit with 82-mm mortars, One Navy sentry dog handler was
killed and one enemy was killed attempting to penetrate the perimeter
wire, At the ferry landing minor damage resulted when one rocket landed
in the lumber cargo aboard YFU=54, Minor damage to one ward was caused
by five rockets which hit the northwest corner of the NAVSUPPACT Danang
station hospital, There were several near misses at the supply depot
during this attack,

Total admissions at the station hospital reached the record level
of 2,542, including 115 prisoners of war, Of these; 1,272 were battle
casuglties, The daily average patient census was 450 and at the month's

end the patient load stood at 410, including 59 prisoners, During the
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month a total of §18 patients were evacuated out of Vietnam and 898 were
returned to duty,
At the end of the month the NAVSUPPACT, Danang personnel level was

9,439 and the total U, S, and other Free World forces supported im I Corps
totaled 200,148,
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NAVAL SUPFORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

Enemy action during May caused several delays in logistics and con=
struction activity far Naval Support Activity (NAVSUPPACT), Saigom, The
Viet Corg infiltrations of the Saigon/Cholon area caused an approximate
4O percent reduction in civilian man-hours worked during the month, A
further strain on available manpower was the need to divert men to com=
pound and warehouse guard duties, In addition; a total of eight rocket
or mortar attacks hit NAVSUPPACT, Saigon detachments during May,

In spite of this enemy harassment the overall gross supply effective=
ness increased to 69 percent in May from April's 62 percent, Over%ll net
supply effectiveness rose from 73 to 82 percent, Absence of the work
force from the 506th Field Depot during the Viet Cong activity in the
area degraded support of common items received from the Army,

Surface craft assigned to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon transported L;623
short=tons of cargo to units supported in the ITI, III, and IV Corps areas
during May, This is more than twice the April total, Aircraft assigned
to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon included two C=117's, one US=2B, and three UH=34's.
These aircraft carried LL0,000 pounds of—cargo and 3,160 passengers dur=
ing the period 25 April through 25 May 1968,

During May warehouse space in Saigon continued to be a problem,
Attempts to obtain additional space from Headquarters Area Command were
made as all available NAVSUPPACT, Saigon spaces remained filled, Future

relief by completion of the Newport warehousing facility is possible and
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the priorty of that project was upgraded,

On 17 May a NAVSUPPACT, Saigon C-117 was struck by ground fire om
its approach to Binh Thuy, One round hit the left part of the fusslage,
penetrating the bottom and exiting through the top, No significant dam-
age or personnel casualties resulted, Enemy harassment of the Dong Tam
Detachment was unusually frequent during May, Mortar attacks were con=
ducted on b, 55 6, 7 and 30 May, The only casualties resulted from the
30 May attack were two detachment personnel wounded and nine cothers from
YRBM=17 were ‘wounded, Two other craft and five buildings received minor
damage, A mortar attack on Vinh Long on 21 May produced no damage or
personnel casualties, Nha Be was attacked on 12 and 30 May with noiNAV-
SUPPACT damage or casualties, During both attacks the nearby Shell tank
farm was alse hit by rockets or mortars, On the 30th two tanks were hit
and set afire, A detachment fire truck was sent to the tank farm to pro-
vide assistance,

Use of the Nha Be heliport by Army helicopters to arm and refuel
reached a point which began to overload NAVSUPPACT capabilities to sup-
port them in addition to meeting operational requirements for TF 116
and the Senior Advisor; Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ), Although the fa=
¢ility is available to support any helicopter to rearm and refuel for
immediate combat, the general pattern of visits by Army umits indicate
that their visits to Nha Be are not always to meet urgent combat needs,

An average of 57 Army helicopters land at Nha Be daily with as many as
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16 helicopters on the ground at one time, particularly during the noon
meal, In order to continue this level of support the Ammy was requested
to provide Nha Be with regular deliveries of ammunition from Army supplies
and reimbursement for fuel given Army units,

Including Naval Support Facility, Cam Ranh Bay and all assigned
craft personnel on board NAVSUPPACT, Saigon at the end of May totaled

3,069, an increase of 176 over April,

SN
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A port:_lon of the widened Col Co Road, Work on the route between Hue
and Tan My by NMCB=8 includes both dredge sand and laterite f£ill which
will be followed by soil cementing,
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THIRD NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BRIGADE

Enemy activity during May did not significantly hamper Seabee con=
struction projects, Although work on road upgrading progressed well dur-
ing the month, one setback was received during a 29 May rainstorm, The
eight inches of rain which poured on the Dong Ha and Camp Evans areas
caused mumerous washouts and erosion damage, Also on 2y May the south
end of Liberty Bridge was burned by the enemy, About 1,200 feet of the
2,040 foot span crossing the Thu Bon River south of Danang was destroyed.

Other enemy attacks on Seabee units and facilities during May
caused minor damage to equipment and installations and wounded 13 men,

At about 0300 on the 5thy a.pprom:.mately 25 enemy rockets impacted in the
Quang Tri Combat Base, No hits were received in the Seabee camp area
and no damage was incurred, One man suffered minor wounds, Between 0200
and 0330 on the dame day, the quarry site of Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion FIVE-EIGHT (NMCB 58) four miles west of the Gia Le Combat Base
received 3k rounds of enemy 82-mm mertar fire, No casualties or damage
resulted, Also on the 6th minor damage to an NMCB 58 truck resulted
from enemy small arms fire 35 miles west of Hoi An. The camp Evans Com=
bat Base was hit by twenty 122-mm rockets shortly after 0100 on the same
date, No damage or casualties resulted from this attack nor from another
attack on the mornming of the 6th against the NMCB 9 quarry site 11,4 miles
south east of Phu Bai, In this attack incoming 82-mm mortar fire was re-

‘ turned by Seabee 8l-mm mortars and Marine 105-mm howitzers, Other mortar
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attacks on the NMCB 9 quarry site on the 8th and 10th also failed to
cause any damage or casualties,

On the liith an NMCB 11 two and one-half ton truck struck a mine
one mile northwest of the Quang Tri Combat Base causing minor wounds to
five Seabees and heavily damaging the vehicle, More casulaties resulted
from an artillery attack on the same day which hit the NMCB 5 camp at the
Dong Ha Combat Base, Two men were seriously wounied and cne received minor
wounds, One vehicle and the enlisted club received major damage, Two
more Seabees were wounded on the afternoon of the 1lhth when an NMCB 58
work detail was attacked by small amms and a command detonated mine 3
miles west of Hoi An,

On 19 May Camp Evans was againhit by 122-mm rockets in the early
evening causing no damage or casualties, A mortar attack and light ground
assault was directed at the Gia Le Combat Base at 0025 on the 21st., The
attack was repulsed with ne friendly casualties, A quarry detail frem
NMCB 58 was hit for the third time in the month on the same night, Al-
though some equipment was damaged, there were no persomnel casualties,

On the 22nd an NMCB 8 road crew working on Route 551 six and one-half
miles north east of Hue was attacked by small arms and mertar fire which
inflicted ne casualties, Camp Barnes received three unknown caliber
incoming rounds early on the 27th which caused minor damage to service
facilities but no personnel casualties,

Construction programs on the road upgrade program included widenming
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of 60 percent of the 7.5 mile portion of Route 9 between Dong Ha and Cam
Lo, Five of seven bridges on this section of the road have been widened
to MACV standards, On Route 1 a 280 foot timber bridge is being constructed
13 miles south of Quang Tri and widening of the road continued both north
and south of Camp Evans, Approximately 50 percent of the dredge sand fill
for the Col Co Road was in place by the end of May, Soil cementing and
placement of the rock base had started at the Tan My end of this road,
Work was also started on the southern Hue by-pass from che end of the Col
Co Road to Route 1, Culverts were constructed to replace five short, nar-
row bridges on the Col Co Road, A LOO foot timber bridge on this section
was completed and work continued on another 180 foot timber bridge, Fund-
ing was received for land acquistion which had delayed work on widening
the Hue by-pass,

Rock production capabilities were increased during May when a Sea=
bee detail set up a camp at Cam Lo and a 200 tons per hour rock crushing
operation, Production at this site should begin in early June, At Camp
Deshurley another detail began to open a second quarry and set up a 200
tons per hour rock crusher, By the end of the month the crusher pads
were placed, work had started on the head wall; stripping operations had
begun, and construction of the haul road was underway, During May the
existing quarry and rock crushing operation at Camp Deshurley produced
an average of 885 tons per day, Production at the Nan Hoa quarry averaged

530 tons per dzy, Security conditions limited both quarries to daytime

a



DECLASSIFIED

operations only, A critical shortage of rock continued to exist as barg=
ing operations to move rock in the I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) remained
below required levels, The arrival of six additional barges on 24 May
brought the total of barges available to 15 with 10 more expected in June,
During May a total of 20,500 tons of rock was barged north from Danang,

Other developments included the contimuation of the large scals
logistic effort within the I CTZ, A total of 32,662 measurement-toms of cargo
were shipped to Seabee and Marine units outside the Danang area, Tacti-
cal support construction accounted for over 50 percent of the Seabee work-
load as it will continue to do so in the forseeable future, Reassigmment
of vertical construction from Seabees to contractors considerably reduced
the backlog at Chu Lai, During May Seabees were tasked with the bridge
construction required to reopen the rgilroad betwen Danang and Hue, In
late May a 50-man Seabee detachment was sent to Saigen to take part in
Operation DONG TAM, They will work on the construction of houses for
Vietnamese who lost their homes in recent enemy actiom, During Msy NMCB
10 at Quang Tri was relieved by NMCB 11 and NMCB 1 relieved NMCB 9 at

Camp Hoover in Danang,
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MILITARY PSYCHOLOGICAL AND CIVIC ACTION CPERATIONS

Psychological operations continued to be stressed by all maval
units in their respective operational areas of responsibility during the
month, As an adjunct to a more active program, a conference was held at
Cam Ranh Bay on 25-26 May with attendees from all naval units throughout
the Republic of Vietnam, It was the consensus of the attendees that the
Navy had made defindite inrcads in the field of psychological operations
and that expanded efforts were achieving some desired res_ults\g It was
also determined that a better organization and authorization for trained
psychological operations persomnnel mmst be forthcoming if a truly progres-
sive and continuous program is to be achieved,

There were a total of 13 Viet Cong that rallied to USN and Viet-
namese naval units under the Chieu Hoi program, Leaflet distribution
and surface broadcasts contimied to be the main avenue of addressing the
various target audiences, On 15 May, however, TF 116 PBR's assisted in
the execution of the IV Corps Tactical Zone (IV CTZ) CORDS initiated Op-
eration KON TIKI, The mission of the operation was to reach the people
in the Delta that lived in areas comple tely comt rolled by the Viet Cong.,
The PBR's deposited plastic packages,; containing psychological operations
materisl and small gifts, in the rivers and canals leading imto the Viet
Cong controlled areas, The packages were designed to float zllowing the
tide to carry them to the targeted areas,

Harrassment of craft conducting surface broadcast missions continued

93 CONEEDTNE

DECLASSIFIED



The MEDCAP program provides medical assistance for those living near Sea-
bee Team compound, Here HML Harold GUTSCHER, USN, of Seabee Team 5802,
located at Soc Trang, examines a young infant as the mother looks on,
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at an accelerated pace, Thirty-eight loudspeaker migsions were conducted
with a total of 18 of the boats drawing hostile fire, It was stated by
one PBR sailor that "if you want to draw enemy fire start broadcasting,®

In the field of civic action naval units mostly directed their ef-
forts to aiding the Vietnamese rebuild battle-damaged homes wrought by
Viet Cong assauvlts, In most cases the Navymen provided technical expertise
and material to assigt in these self-help projects coordinated with local
Vietnamese officials,

There were 39_MEDCAP'S conducted during which time in excess of 7800
people were treated, In addition Seabee Team corpsmen treated 6,850 pat-
ients, 85 of which were battle wounds, There were 1l, Seabee Teams in
country_with the 15th and last team of the current expansion due to arrive
in June,

In Quarg Tri Province, Seabees of Mobile Construction Battalion TEN
presented a total of seven new bicycles and numerocus sacks of cement to a
protestant church-orphanage, a catholic mission and a buddhist pagoda as
a token of friendship., As a result of the eneny attack on Saigon in early
May, many civilians were killed and their homes lost due to artillery from
both sides. In order torestore the U, S, image which suffered in Districts
6 and 8 of Saigon primarily, Operation DONG TAM, s crash cleanup and refugee
housing project, was initiated by COMUSMACV with heavy particin=tion by
Mobile Construction Battaliom 58,
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USN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUMMARY

May 1968
TOTAL NUMBER OF MAN-DAYS PERSONNEL OF UNITS ENGAGED IN CIVIC
ACTION PROJECTS ¢ 3305.5
COST OF SUPPLIES CONTRIBUTED BY MILITARY RESQURCES FOR CIVIC
ACTION PROJECTS ¢ (VN$) L,195,710
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS s (VN$) 382,636

PERCENTAGE OF U, S, MILITARY CIVIC ACTION ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
JOINTLY WITH:

Percent
COther 11
RVNAF i8
U, S, civilian voluntary agencies 15
Average percent of self<help by VN civilians 23
PROGRAMS
Man Days Expenditures (VN$)
Economic Development 58,5 L7,L97
Education 253,0 750,211
Socisl Welfare 2,111,0 3,531,801
Transportation 135,0 30,000
Refugee 213,0 1,071,282
INSTITUTES ASSISTED
Number
Schools L9
Hospitals/dispensaries 29
Orphanages 2k
Others 57
St
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SALVAGE OPERATIONS

On 5 May an ICM=-3, belonging to the Naval Support Activity Saigon
Detachment at Sa Dec, sunk at the Thuong Thoi Special Force camp 2 miles
south of Tan Chau in Chau Doc Provimce, Light Lift Craft ONE (YLLC-1)
under the operational contrel of CTF 117 got underway from Dong Tam at
1300 on 7 May and commenced a l1O-hour transit up the Mekong River en route
to the salvage scene,

The next morning the divers made their initial salvage survey, The
ICM had beached at the base of a high river bank; had taken on water with-
out it being noticed by the crewmembers; and slid stern first off it
beaching point and came to rest on the bottom of the river with its bow
out of the water at a 60° angle, The Initial attempt to fully raise the
craft was unsuccessful and the boat was lowered back down into the river,
The lifting strap was then shortened and the second attempt to raise the
craft was successful, The LCM was towed back to Dong Tam in accordance
with NSAS Detachment Sa Dec desires and turned over to the Naval Support
Activity Detachment at Dong Tam for disposition,

On the night of 5 May the Vietnamese Navy Patrol Gunboat Motor SIX
ONE ONE (PGM=611), while on routine patrol in the Gulf of Thailand, grounded
on shoal rocks off the northwest cormer of Phu Quoc Island 2 miles south
of Cambodian terriorial waters, Attempts to free the stranded ship with
a tow from PGM 60L proved futile and U, S, Navy salvage assistance was

requested,
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Patrol Motor Gunboat (PGM) 607 rides peacefully at anchor awaiting
possible trouble, The bcat is the same class as the PGM Navy salvage
crews pulled from the rocks near the Cambodian border in May 1968,
Early the following day a salvage officer and four divers from Har-
bor Clearance Unit ONE detachment (HCU=1) at Vung Tau were flown to the
s;:eneg and USS DELIVER (ARS=23) got underway from Danang to proceed to
the salvage scene and preovide assistance,
The external survey by HCU=1 divers revealed that slightly more
than half of the 10l=foot ship was hard aground on large rocks with
one large rock protruding into the port bottom of the ship at frame 75,
The screws, shafts and rudder were bent; the shaft struts were torm

loose from the hull; and the ship was listing 15 degrees, Much of the
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underwater hull was inaccessible because the ship was quite lively in
three-foot swells, The internal survey revealed that the engine room
forward crews berthing, after crews bething and the steering gear laza~
rette were all flooded,

DELIVER arrived on the scene at 1700 on 9 May, and the divers then
went into the flooded compartments with shallow water gear to clear de=
bris and conduct an extensive internal survey, An around=the=clock work
schedule was established for the salvage crews, who immediately commenced
the removal of all rubble and debris from the flcoded spaces,

On 11 May, after a full day of patching up the ship, the off-loading
of all 0-mm ammunition, setting up the pumps; and dewatering of the ship
commenced, The patrol boat dewatered very rapidly and a tow was attempted
by PGM 600 and DELIVER's work boat, The effort failed, when the tow line
parted and some water ﬁlugs gave away causing the boat to refloocd, Patch-
ing was recommenced and the following day the reflocded compartments were
again dewatered,

At 0933 on 12 May, PGM 611 was afloat and free after being pulled
off the rocks by PGM 60C, The patrol boat was brought alongside DELIVER
for more permanent repairs in preparation for a 329-mile ocean tow to Vung
Tau, On 1l May the two ships arrived at Vung Tau, The next day PGM 611
was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy LSSL 225 for tow to the Saigon
Naval Shipyard,

On 16 May the Public Works Advisor of Ding Tuong Province requested
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U, S, Navy salvage assistance in raising the spare ferry pentoon which
sank in the vicinity of My Tho, The pontoon had been previously raised
on 21 March at the Kien Hoa Ferry site and brought to My Tho for civilian
repair,

YLIC S with Team L of HCU=1 embarked arrived at My Tho on Z1 May
and found the ferry landing barge with eight feet of water over the main
deck at low tide, The barge was of concrete construction and comngisted
of nine separeate cells,

After five days of pumping and patching, a total of five cells
were dewatered, Two of the damaged cells were deeply embadded in the
mud and were holding down the damaged side of the ponteoon, Afer removing
mud and silt by educting and washing it from the damaged cells, the sal-
vage team inflated 16 float ballons into the cells for added 1ift and
prepositioned pumps to obtain a greater pumping advantage,

A major 1ift effort was attempted on 29 May and the ferry landing
barge was refloated at 1115, The Provincial Public Works Department tock
custody of the barge, and had it towed to a new pesition in the repair

yard, thereby completing the salvage job,
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COMMUNICATIONS

The COMNAVFORV Message Center once again established a new monthly
high for message handling by processing a total of 131,721 messages, an
increase of 12,562 over the April total, A proporticnate increase of
traffic in servicing message centers was also noted,

During the month, planning and development of vocabulary require-
ments were completed by representatives of COMNAVFORV, DIRNSA and in-coun=
try security teams to provide operational codes (OPCODES) for local use
by TF 116, and TF 117, It was determined that the existing OPCODES held
by MARKET TIME forces were adequate, CTF 116 and CTF 117 requirements,
because of the unique character of patrol and assault operations in the
Mekong Delta, could not_be satisified by existing codes and as a result;
new ones were developed, Rationale and content of the proposed codes was
approved; and it was determined that 90 days or less wouJ.'.d be required
for production and distribution of the codes for CTF 117, The special OP=-
CODE for CTF 116 has already been distributed and will become effective
and operational on 1 July 1968,

The status of Project CLARINET SEAWARD (upgrading commnications
facilities at COMNAVFORV headquarters, the Coastal Surveillance Centers

and GAME WARDEN bases) was as follows:

SITE BOD (Beneficial Occupancy Date) STATUS
CNFV = Complete
Binh Thuy = = Complete
Nha Be == Complete
An Thoi = = Building comn=-
struction,
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SIIE BOD EST COMP  STATUS
An Thoi(Cont!d)- = .- = awaiting installation team,
Qui Fhon - = 1 JUIY Installation in progress,
Nha Trang 8 AUG # Construction to start week
of 3 June,
Vung Tau 15 AUG (Est) % Cholon hut for lighthouse
personnel to be complete
5 June, installation in
lighthouse to start 1L June,
Sa Dec = = * Awaiting installation team
My Tho = = %* Awaiting installation team
Vinh Long 15 JUN # NSA Saigon installing power

cables, complete 15 June
then ready for installation
team,

% Upon completion of Qui Nhon, the installation team will work An Thoi,
Sa Decy, My Tho and Vinh Long in that order,

While awaiting the completion of Project CLARINET SEAWARD, an interim
*get well® program was initiated to improve comnmnicatiqns at the Coastal
Surveillance Centers at Vung Tau, An Thoi and Nha Trang, Teams from NAVSUPP-
ACT Saigon have been at these stations bringing the existing equipment up to
optimm performancg and instructing station personnel in operation and maine
tenance procedures, Nha Trang and Vung Tau sites have been completed with
considerable improvement noted and the communication facilities at Am Thoi
were still being worked on at month's end,

Equipment shortages contimue to plague various naval communication
programs throughout the country, Additional equipment has been prograsmed
and requested for MSTS tugs, Naval Intelligence Iiaison Offic;er field loca-
tions and boats operating on the Cua Viet and Perfume rivers, Additional
telephone circuits have been requested for COMNAVSUPPACT Danang detachments

at Cua Viet and Tan My,

CeNTIDENTIEL 102

DECLASS gD



* DECLASSIFIED

The activation of the Nha Trang Automatic Digital Message Switching
Center (ADMSC) scheduled for 20 May 1968 was delayed until 3 June due to
problems of processor and memory failures, low system reliability encoun-
tered during operational testing and the lack of qualified maintenance
personnel, The effect of this was to delay the entry of several potential
Marine Corps Tgletype subscribers to the Nha Trang AUTODIN Switch into the
AUTODIN system,

Du:ing the month of May the decision was made to equip the high speed
UNIVAC‘100h terminal assigned to COMNAVSUPPACT Danang with teletype capa-
bility, permitting the release of three low speed Mode V teletype terminals,
The requisite degree of reliability for entry to and delivery from the
AUTODIN system of high precedence messages will be provided by reterminating
the high speed terminal to the Phu Lam ADMSC, This will permit the terminals
of COMNAVSUPPACT Danang and the IIT Marine Amphibious Force to function as

alternates for each other in the event of terminal equipment failure,
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Admiral John J, HYLAND, USN; Commander-in-Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet
(right) and Rear Admiral Kenneth L, VETH, USN; Commander U, S, Naval
Forces, Vietnam, with USS BENEWAE in the background, during Admiral
HYLAND's visit to U, S, Naval installations in Vietnam in May 1968,
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ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND

on 2 May, Admiral John J. HYLAND, USK, Commander-in=Chief; U, S.
Pacific Fleet, ns:u.ted COMNAVFORV for an up-date briefing on U, S, Navy
operations in Vietnam, The following day Admiral HYLAND visited CTG 115.k
and the naval activity at An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island in the Gulf of Thai-
1an§.. Later that afternoon the adm.ral flew to the USS BENEWAH (APB35),
flagship of the Mobile Rivgrine Force, where he received an up-date brief-
ing on riverine operations, .

On 15 May, Captain George SHAW—CORTHORN, USN; assumed command of Task Force
CLEARWATER from Captain Gerald W, SMITH, USKN; in a change-of-command cere-
mony at the Naval Support Activity Danang Detachment at Cua Viet,

On 16 May, Captain Roy E. HOFFMAN, ﬁSN, relieved Commander Alan G.
HODGE, USN, as Commander Coastal Flotilla ONE (Task Force 115), Commander
HODGE was the acting COMCOSFLOT ONE since 23 March wpen the former command-
ing officer's hea.l't.h forced his return to the United States.

On 17 Hay,rRear Admiral John V, SMITH, USN, prospective Commander
Amphibious Forces U. S, Pacific Fleet, commenced a comprehensive T=dsy
indoctrination tour of naval ;Lctivities throughout South Vietnar, Included
in Rear Admiral SMITH's itinerary were visits to Naval Support Activity
Danang; the Coastal Surveillance Force headquarters at Cam Ranh Bay; the
Saigon headquarters of COMNAVFORV and COMNAVSUFPPACT Saigom; the Mobile
Riverine Base at Dong Tam; the River Patrol Force (Operation GAME WARDEN)

headquarters at Binh Thuy .
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On 17-18 May, Admiral U, S, Grant SHARP, USN, Commander-in-Chief,
Pacific; conducted a two-day visit to South Vietnam, Included in Admiral
SHARP's itinerary was a visit to CTF 116 headquarters at Binh Thuy where
he received an up-date briefing on GAME WARDEN operations,

On the following day, General D. de Brigata Mariote Jaime NEVARES ,
Argentine Army, and a party of five Argentine Army/Air Force/Navy Officers
visited the Mobile Riverine Base at Dong Tamy where they were given an
orientation briefing on the Mobile Riverine Force concept, The Argentine
observers also visited the GAME WARDEN base at Binh Thay for a briefing
on PBR operations,_ On 20 May the Argentine observers were briefed om
Coastal $meill_an;:e Force operations at the MARKET TIME headquarters of
CTF 115 at Cam Ranh Bay, Following the briefing the general and his
party were taken on a tour of the Naval Support Facilitj at Cam Ranh Bay
and aboard a PCF ("Swift boat),

On 27 May, Rear Admiral Harvey P, LANHAM; USN, Commander Fleet Air,
Westemrn Pacific, arrived at Danang and commenced a b=day tour of U, S,
Naval aviation facilities and activities in Vietnam, After s l-day tour
of NAVSUPPACT Danang, Read Admiral LANHAM visited the Naval Adir Support
Unit at Chu Lais the Naval Air Facility at Cam Ranh Bay; Helicopter (light)
Attack Squaf.iron THREE facilities at Vung Tau and Binh Thuy, His itinerary
also incl*gded visits to the Saigon headquarters of COMNAVFORV where he
received a command briefing and to COMFAIRWESTPAC Detachment for operational
briefing and a tour of Tan Son Nhut Air Base,

R
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RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

The enemy's May offensive; his first ma jor effort since Tet, was
dealt with in such a manner as to reflect the real professionalism.and
stamina of our fighting men. The ground and rocket attacks throughout
RVN served only to strengthen and bring the allied and RVNAF forces
together toward the common goel of repelling the enemy. Just as during
the Tet Offensive in February, the NVA/VC failed in their efforts.to
overwhelm the GVN or cause disorientation or schism within its organi-
zation.

"Men on the move" befitted the Navy chaplains as they sought out
the servicemen throughout the country-side; offering strength for their
convictions. A total of 15,010 men attended 467 Divine Services this
month., The chaplains were also tasked with the responsibilities of
counselling, ministering to the sick, wounded or dying, Bible studies,
instructional classes, baptisms, memorial services, guest speaking,
preparing letters of guidance or articles for publication and ecivic
action projects. Each chaplain found it necessary to go out in the
field to fulfill most of these duties to his congregation vice receive
it under a common roof. Iay Jeaders continued to provide the much
needed assistance to the chaplains in the conduct of their ministry.

At the NAVSUPPACT Danang's Station Hospital the record of admis=
sions totaled 2,542 this month, exceeding that during the Tet Offensive.

Consequently, the chaplains' presence was more so required to lend
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guidance and encouragement to the sick and dying. The chaplains visited
all patients & minimum of once per day and wards such as the Intensive
Care Unit more than once, Commander E, 7. FLATIEY, Senior Chaplain at
NAVSUPPACT, Danang, shared this experience: "...there was a steady in=
flux of hot, tired, dirty, sick, wounded but brave young men being ad-
mitted. Although these men were no longer able to be in battle, many of
them worried about their buddies still in the field and begged to be
patched up and returned to assist their friends. Some of them thanked
God for their safety, others took it for granted that their life was
spared again,™

"As one of these Marines was lying on a stretcher in Receiving,
awaiting his turn to be taken to X-ray, it was difficult yet wonderful
for me to be asked by him to read s passage from the scriptures to him,
this wonderful lad pulled his New Testament from = pocket of his torn
and tattered uniform and asked for a reading from St. Mark's gospel,
These young lads may not be great saints, but they are good, and surely
are fine red-blooded Americans,™

Imminent danger surrounded the chaplains in their travels this
month as in the past. Flying back to Saigon after a swing through the
Delta, Chaplain F., P. BURCHELL Jr. (NAVSUPPACT, Saigon) related: "Ar-
tillery was being fired at our altitude so our pilot took the plane
down to tree top level. With little effort one could pick coconuts

from the high trees, We made it safely through another circuit, and

UNCLASSIFIED 108



UNCLASSIFIED

another month of service for our Lord was completed. "

Chaplain C. J. MC COY (NAVSUPPACT, Saigon) was one of very few
chaplains serving in Vietnar wounded in battle., His account of his
night at the Binh Thuy Air Force Base follows: "At about 0300 I heard
the unmistakeable sound of incoming rounds. Putting on a flak jacket
and helmet I headed for the nearest bunker. I had checked on its lo-
cation the previous day. Either they had moved the bunker or it looked
different at 0300 in the morning, I ran right by it and found myself
alone in the open except for the 20 or 30 rounds which were hitt;ng in
the area. I flattened out on the deck, placed my arm over my helmet
(so the paint wouldn't get chipped) and waited. I could feel the
pieces of schrapnel hit the helmet and was fortunate that I hadn't been
hit, It was not until I reached a bunker that the people pointed to my
arm and shorts were covered with blood. Then I realized that I had, in
fact, been wounded."

The most notable endeaver this month on the part of our chaplains
was in the area of civic action projects. After the enemy's attacks
had been silenced, the chaplains set out to participate vith the Nevy
and other services to relieve the people who were left homeless and
wanting. The chaplains distributed money, food, clothing, items of
comfort and hygiene, medical supplies, and building materials to
churches, schools, orphanages, villages and outlying hamlets. The con=

struction and reconstruction or ground work for Vietnamese churches and
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schools were greatly pursued this month., Each NAVFORV chaplain was
busily engaged in raising funds and securing materials and workmen, or
obtaining alter paraments and other refinements for churches, or books
and writing materials for schools. Whether they were in areas where no
school or church existed or where the existing buildings were damaged
by the effects of war, the chaplains recognized the need and exerted -
every effort to aid the people., Typical of the situations faced is the
following exerpt from Chaplain J, C. SIMPSON's (NAVSUPPACT, Danang) re-
port of a refugee camp in the Phong Thu village in northeast Danangs

"The dire need when we first observed it was for a place for wor-
ship. More than 70 persons on an average are meeting in 2 room 10 feet
square. With the help of dunnage (lumber) from Deep Water Pier plus a
monetary gift of 12,100 piasters, the church had undertaken to build a
church building, to which they Plan to add school rooms later on,"

But perhaps Chaplain R. B. LUEBKE (NMCB-58) best summed it up when
he stated: "The most notable results of civic action is the deep rela-
tionship established with the people as we share with them their strug=
gle for existance, This relationship is more important than meterials
‘contributed to projects..."

The following is a statistical summary of religious services/ac=
tivities = April - June 1968:

RELIGIOUS SERVICES:

1. Divine Services
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2, Religious services co

U. S. Naval Forces, Vietnem installations

Sunday Weekday
Number of Services 597 591
Attendance 21,807 6,485
Communed 9,171 3,637
Other military installations

Sunday Weekda

Number of Services 200 __—_6%
Attendance 8,312 1,161
Communed L4318 1,082
Civilian Churches

Sunday Weekday
Number of Services 19 3
Attendance 8,077 138
Communed 54230 27

than those attached to COMNAVFORV ¢

£

UNCLASSIFIED

Total

1,188
12,808

Total

269
9,473
5,400

Total

2l
8,215
535257

nducted by lay leaders and chaplains other

Denomination Chaplains lay leaders
No. Attend, No. Attend.,
Catholic 221 8,377 22 190
Protestant 78 1,389 16 130
Episcopal 2 11 7 105
Reorganized latter
Day Saints 7 2100 0
Latter Day Saints 26 299 14 104
Russian Orthodox 2 1600 0
Jewish i g 0 0
Al=-Tslam 0 0 36k 789
3, Other services in which chaplains participated:
Type of Service Number Attendance
Memorial Service LO =
Baptism 14 -
Weddings 1 -
Bible Classes 96 471
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Type of Services Number Attendance
Choir rehearsal 17 214
Religious Instruction 195 523
Private Communion 2,051 -
Last Rites administered 283 -
Hospital/Sick Bay visits 15,237 -
Brig Visits 119 =
Counselling 45801 -
SR
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

VIETNAMESE NAVY

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese Navy (VAN) on 31 May
was 17,658 officers and enlisted men; of this number 1,347 were
officers, 3,270 were NCOs and 13,041 were enlisted men. The number
of unauthorized absentees stood at 581, and 101 men discharged as
deserters during May.

Training classes continued throughout the month at the Naval
Training Center, Nha Trang, Recruit Training Command, Cam Ranh and the
UNN LDNN (VN UDT) Replacement Training Class 11l at Vung Tau. On
10 May, 15 graduates of the Fleet Commznd Engineering Officers School
received their diplomas. The 5-week course is designed to raise the
technical awareness and competency of the engineering officers on
Fleet Command ships.

Fleet Command

Flotilla I of the Fleet Command, composed of 41 patrol ships and
10 motor launch minesweepers, maintained 16 ships on station off the
coast of South Vietnam, 4 ships on river patrol in the Delta, 2 ships
on static defense in the RSSZ and one ship on commercial convoy escort
duty between Vung Tau and Tan Chau. The Fleet Command ships fired 70
missions, searched 1,874 junks and 8,655 persons, and detained one junk
and 16 persons in May.

Patrol craft of Squadron 11 (PCs and PCEs) in the lst, 2nd, and 3rd
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Naval Zones, and patrol motor gunboats (PGMs) in Squadron 13 in all
four naval zones and the Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ), were utilized
for coastal patrol and gunfire support. On L May PGM 619 rescued 6
civilians from their burning junk laden with rice and gasoline at
Ke Ga Point, 16 miles south-southwest of Phan Thiet.

On 5 May, VNN PGM 611 went hard aground while on patrol near the
northern tip of Phu Quoc Island, 35 miles north of An Thoi. The ship's
stern was impaled on a rock formation} the rudder, ScCrews and struts
were torn off and all after compartments were flooded. While awaiting
salvage assistance, the ship was stripped of all ordnance, communications
equipment and other salvageable items. Afteran initial survey was made
by a salvage officer from HCU-1 Detachment, Vung Tau, USS DELIVER
(ARS 23) was dispatched to conduct salvage operations. Assisting in the
salvage operations and providing a vital deterrent force against enemy
attack were units of the VNN patrol forcesj & VNN officer was in charge
of the VNN salvage operations. After two and one-half days of around
the clock pumping and patching, operations were climaxed when the VNN
PGM 600 pulled the stricken vessel free of the rocks. DELIVER then
towed the PGM to Vung Tau, while pumping continued on the still flooding,
though afloat ship. On 15 May, the VNN 1SSL 225 relieved DELIVER of
her tow and the PGM was brought to the VNN Shipyard in Salgon where
extensive repairs were begun by VAN shipbuilders.

On 19 May PGM 608 participated with U. S. Navy surface and air,
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U. S. Army air and ARVN ground forces in the defense of the commercial
ship ANCO QUEEN which had come under heavy enemy automatic weapons fire,
The retaliating forces! return fire effectively silenced the enemy's guns
as the commercial ship slipped past the area unscathed and progressed up
the Long Tau River toward Saigon.

PGM 607 provided gunfire support to Coastal Group 36 operations
on 25 May near the coastal group base on the Bassac River. The ship's
guns caused several secondary explosions and the VNN ground forces
confirmed 3 Viet Cong killed while capturing several weapons and documents.

Squadron 15 craft, support landing ships (LSSLs and LSILls), provided
patrol, gunfire support, static defense and convoy escort services in
the 3rd Naval Zone, RSSZ and the 4th Riverine Area, While transporting
a RAG company on 6 May, LSSL 226 was ambushed from both sides of the
Co Chien River, 6 miles east of Vinh Long. The enemy's B=40, 57-mm
recoilless=rifle and automatic-weapons fire was returned by the shipts
40-mm and 20-mm cannon, .30 and .50 caliber machine-gun fire and M79
grenades. lhe ship passed out of firing range with minor damage although
5 VNN sailors were wounded,

Seven more sailors were wounded on 10 May when LSSL 229 was ambushed
on the My Tho River 5 miles north of Vinh Long. After steering was used
when the pilot house took two B-40 rockets and numerous .50 caliber hits
damaging the steering, radar and gyro repeater. One secondary explosion

resulted from the ship's return fire. The enemy was silenced as overhead
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®»Seawolves" conducted follow-up strikes in the area.

Craft of Squadron 17, coastal minesweepers (MSCs) deployed on
coastal patrol in the 2nd and 3rd Naval Zones and motor launch
minesweepers (MIMSs) conducting mine countermeasures on the Long
Tau and Saigon rivers, continued their respective missions during
the month.

Flotilla II, totalling 24 logistic ships, recorded 31 logistic
missions; 4,320 troops and 5,569 tons of cargo were lifted in May. °

The VNN Supply Center; Saigon, reported a gross effectiveness
of 71,3 percent on a total of 10,680 requests for items and a net
effectiveness of 84,1 percent on 9,050 requests for items normally
carried in the supply system.

The LDNN detachment at Nha Be conducted 29 combined operations
with SEALs of TF 116 this month. Three Viet Cong were killed, 3
wounded, L captured and 17 suspects were detained during these
operations. The LDNN detachment at Saigon continued its nightly hull
inspections of ships moored at the Port of Saigon.

Coastal Force

Throughout May the VNN coastal force employment continued to
stress participation in offensive operations as well as counter-
infiltration sea patrols. In the 4th Naval Zone, Boston Whalers,
163-foot fiberglass boats, were utilized for access to the shallow

water areas. The patrol force averaged 189 junks available daily for
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operations of which an average of 182 were employed daily. These craft
searched 67,482 junks and 216,171 persons and detained 45 junks and 478
persons.

Coastal groups of the 1lst Naval Zone found their routine coastal
patrol missions interrupted, sporadically and weakly, by harassing
enemy attacks upon their bases. Small unit ambush and search operations
were conducted by coastal group personnel; such patrols often resulted
in enemy engagement but more often yielded negative resulis,

On 1 May and again on 5 and & May, the Coastal Croup 1l base and
adjacent 1lst Marine AMTRAC Battalion compound wers subjected to mul=
tiple incoming mortar rounds. None of these attacks caused substantial
damage and no personnel casualties were reported. At 2200 on 6 May a
coastal group land patrol made contact with two enemy platoons one=mile
south of the coastal group base. Coastal group junks formed a blocking
force to the west as U. S. Marines and mortar illumination aided the
VNN sailors. Contact was broken when the enemy fled to the south. At
first light the coastal group personnel conducted a land sweep of the
area. A villaege nearby reported two NVA platcons had captured three
men, impesed taxes on the villagers and distributed literature during the
night.

Similarly, Coastal Groups 12 and 132 ambush c¢ams engaged the enemy
on 5 May in the wicinity of their coastal group base. Coastal Group 12

personnel captured cne of the insurgents and wounded ancther 3 miles
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southeast of their base at the mouth of the Perfume River, while the
Coastal Group 13 sailors killed one Viet Cong in Vinh Loc Sub-sector,
2 miles west of their base at Cau Hai Bay.

Operation LE QUANG THANH 8 was a land sweep of the northern tip of
Phu Vang Sub-sector on 7 May by units of Coastal Group 12. Twenty enemy
suspects; 20 people without proper identification papers and an additional
20 draft dodgers and deserters were picked up during the operation..That
game day mortar fire by Coastal Group 13 provided support to PF troops
as they engaged a Viet Cong unit 6 miles east of the coastal group base.
Two Viet Cong were killed in the action while the PF unit suffered one
killed and eight wounded.

On 10 May two Coastal Group 13 junks were firing on suspected Viet
Cong positions when they were mistakenly taken under fire by a helicopter
from the 2nd Battalion 9th Marines. The accidental firing 3 miles west
of the coastal group base in Cau Hai Bay killed one VNN sailor and wounded
three others.

Four Coastal Group 12 junks provided blocking and gunfire support
to a USMC and PF ground sweep of the Phu Vang Sub-sector on 11 May.
During the operation, LE QUANG THANH 9, the VNN sailors were credited
with killing 5 Viet Cong as they escaped the ground force. The day's
sweep yielded 66 Viet Cong suspects and 7 guerrillas captured along
with 7 grenades and numerous enemy documents.

Shortly after midnight on 13 May the Coastal Group 14 base east of
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Hoi An came under a massive enemy attack. Over 100 Viet Cong were fought
off by the beleaguered sailors until help arrived. A Navy "Swift" boat,
an Air Force "Spooky" aircraft and the VNN PGM 617 provided gunfire and
medevac support. The Viet Cong movement toward a nearby village was a
typical enemy tactic as the allied defenders could no longer fire at

the enemy without endangering the lives of innocent civilians. The
attacking forces were silenced as dawn broke. An accurate enemy body
count could not be made but the villagers reported that there were at lsast
20 dead and many more of the enemy wounded or dead that were carried off.
Four VNN sailors lost their lives in the onslaught, 20 PF troopers and
numercus c¢ivilians were wounded and one VNN and 2 PF defenders were
reported missing. Iater that day to the north, €castal Group 12

units were pursuing & suspect sampan in Sam Lake 2 miles south of their
base when they were attacked. One VNN sailor was killed and another was
wounded. Enemy casualties from the return fire was unknown.

On the 14th and 17th of May, Coastal Group 1L units conducted sweeps
of two islands in the De Vong River, northwest of their base at the mouth
of the Cua Dai River. The VNN sajlors provided security as Vietnamese
c¢ivilians were landed on each island to chop wood for a refugee village.
On 14 May the VNN personnel destroyed 3 mines and sazveral hootches on c¢ne
island, and on 17 May, they destroyed 53 bunkers discovered on the sscond
island. Also on 17 May, two Coastal Group 12 junks participated in

Operation NGUYEN PHUOC 1, a sweep of the northern tip of the Phu Vang
DECLASSIFIED
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Sub-sector which yielded 3 Viet Cong suspects and an additional 10
people without proper identification papers.

Two Coastal Group 15 Yabuta junks escorted USS DIACHENKO (APD 123) on
17 May as beach surveys were conducted off Quang Tin Province, 5 miles
northeast of Tam Ky. The enemy ashore opened fire on the survey boat
and accompanying craft. The return fire from the VNN Yabutas and
TF 115 PCF 79 silenced the enemy positions. A landing party confirmed
a Viet Cong hamlet was heavily damaged although the Viet Cong casualties
were not ascertained. The next evening the coastal group set up a night
ambush aimed at Viet Cong tax collectors in an area north of Chu Lai.
The ambush team made contact with an estimated squad late that night.
One probable kill and two probable wounded Viet Cong were reported but
an early morning search revealed no evidence due to the rising tide
over the contact area. A nearby hamlet search netted one male and one
female Viet Cong captured. There were no VNN casualties.

Late the night of 20 May, two Coastal Group 13 patrol junks contacted
3 Viet Cong sampans in Cua Hai Bay, 5 miles west of the coastal group base.
A small firefight ended when the VNN sailors sunk one sampan and the two
remaining enemy craft fled to nearby islands. An early morning sweep of
the islands failed to route the enemy; a small weapons cache and some food
were uncovered there.

The first phase of LAM SON 224, a joint operation with Coastzl Group

12 units, an APC troop, two ARVN battalions and a reconnaissance company,
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which began on 16 May, terminated on 21 May. The coastal group provided
mobility for the ground forces, then maintained gunfire support and river
blocking stations for the mammoth operation. Fifteen Viet Cong bodies
were uncovered in the ground sweep south of Phu Bai. One ARVN scldier
was killed and 7 were wounded during the 6-day operation.

In . league with the 2nd Battalion 4th Marines; three Coastal
Group 11 craft conducted a sweep in “uang Tri Province on the night of
23=24 May. With a river blocking force on the Cua Viet and with 40
personnel as a land block on the western perimeter; the sailors partici-
pated in a 23-mile sweep north and west of the mouth of the river for
suspected NVA infiltrators. Negative contact was made and intelligence
reports of a weapons cache in the area were alsoc disproven; however,
there were three Viet Cong apprehended and cne suspect detained as a
result of the sweep,

Continuing the campaign on the northern tip of Phu Vang sub-sector,
Coaé%éi Group 12 units conducted Operation NGUIEN PHOUC 2 on 27 May which
yielded 4 Viet Cong suspects; 8 deserters and 11 pecple without proper
identification papers.

On 23 May the second phase of LAM SON 224 commenced with the additicn
of U. S. Marine troops and Phu Vang sub=sector poli:e. <The operation
continued until 30 May; the force had killed an zdditional 7 insurgents,
detained 110 suspects and captured 31 Viet Cong, A lengthy list of arms,

ammunition and communicaticns equipment was uncovered and 670 tons of rice
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were destroyed. There were 6 ARVN soldiers killed during this phase of
the operation.

The enemy directed mortar, rockct and automatic weapons fire at Coastal
Group 16 on 19, 20 and 31 May; at Coastal Group 14 on 13, 23 and 24 May and
at Coastal Group 11 on 21 and 25 May; however, no personnel casualties or
significant damage was reported. Subsequent area searches failed to
localize the enemy's positions; he continued to be elusive.

Activity in the Second Naval Zone remained at a low level with small
unit searches and ambushes conducted by each coastal group in their areas
of concern which yielded little or no results. Qui Nhon based Coastal
Group 22 intelligence indicated that approximately 50 Viet Cong had
occupied a village in northern Qui Nhon Peninsula the night of 7 May. The
next morning, therefore, a landing party conducted a sweep of the village.

A small fire fight resulted in the capture of three Viet Cong. The coastal
group personnel then conducted a MEDCAP in the village and distributed
psyops materials. The village chief confirmed the presence of the enemy
during the previous night and was whole-heartedly responsive to the VNN
and U. S. advisors help and security.

That same day two Coastal Group 23 junks teamed up with two RF companies
in Song Cau sub-sector, northeast of the coastal group base. The cordon and
search operation resulted in two Viet Cong killed and four captured. Further
south in Van Ninh Peninsula on 9 Masy, Coastal Group 25 units and three RF

platoons swept the area 13 miles northeast of Nha Trang and captured seven
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Viet Cong suspects.

During an operation on 14 May in lower Qui Nhon Peninsula; Coastal
Group 22 personnel located and fired upon five Viet Cong observed in the
area. The coastal group sailors returned to the base with the enemy
captives. The next morning a sweep of the area uncovered 20 caves with
quantities of ammunition, clothing, medical supplies and food. It
appeared that the enemy had removed some of the war materials during the
night but were driven away when Navy "Swift® boats conducted harassing
and interdiction fire before the coastal group sweep that merning,

On 17 May one Coastal Group 23 platoon and two junks conducted a
cordon and search of the peninsula east of Song Cau which resulted in
eight bunkers destroyed, one junk and eight Viet Cong suspects captured.

On 23 May Coastal Group 23 personnel were conducting a psywar coperation

south of Song Cau when they were attacked by the enemy. ZThe sailors called
in suppert of a RF unit nearby as air strikes were placed in the area. An
estimated twoc enemy companies made a ground assault on a village nearby. The
outnumbered sailors could not defend their position and the Viet Cong captured
11 civilians, 6 rifles, 11 carbines and a pair of bineculars. The PF unit
lost 13 troops, 3 were wounded and 3 others wsre reported missing in the
attempt to defend the village.

That same day two Coastal Group 21 junks were fired upon while on
a routine patrel 3 miles north of their base at Degi in Binh Dinh Province.

A coastal group command junk and 2 "Swift® boats responded to the call for
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support. Three Viet Cong were seen killed but carried away and 2 enemy
watch towers were destroyed. One junk was slightly damaged in the attack;
there were no personnel casualties.

Coastal Group 22 personrnel and 4 PF companies conducted a police
operation in the southern-most tip of Qui Nhon Peninsula on 24 May.

The day's operation netted 27 enemy suspects. Meanwhile to the south,
Coastal Group 24 and Tuy Hoa sub=sector police swept Hon Chau Isle, 5
miles north of the coastal group base at Tuy Hoa. Nineteen draft-age
males were detained during that operation. An early morning search for
draft dodgers and enemy suspects was held by Coastal Group 26 personnel
and Cam Ranh Special Zone police on 30 May. Seven junks with 33 people
were detained as suspects during the 6-hour operation.

Increased activity was prevalent in the 3rd Naval Zone this month
as the NVA/VC forces began moving about in the Delta. 4llied pressure
was directed toward seeking out the enemy and inhibiting his use of the
waterways as avenues for infiltrating men and supplies. Intelligence
gleaned from Hoi Chanhs, POWs and the people of the Delta themselves
precipitated the numerous ambushes, searches and joint operations
conducted during May.

An ambush team and a 15-man working party from Coastal Group 36
set out on 2 May for Dung Island where enemy mortar pits had been
observed. The ambush party landed on the island across the Bassac

River from the coastal group base and made contact with an unknown
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number of Viet Cong. When the enemy was silenced one Viet Cong body was
discovered in the area. The working party then filled in the mortar pits
while the ambush team maintained security perimeters. Numerous documents
and medical supplies were captured during the operation.

Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/30, composed of Coastal Group 35 units,
3 RF companies and 8 PF platoons, was conducted on 3 May in Vinh Binh
Province, east of Phu Vinh. The ground forces killed 5 Viet Cong, un-
covered a sizeable ammunition cache and destroyed 30 huts and numerous
documents while the coastal group boats maintained river blocking positions
on the Co Chien River. On 5 May this coastal group supported one PRU
company during Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/27, north of Phu Vinh. One
PRU was killed and 2 were wounded while 4 Viet Cong were killed during
the battle. The ground forces also captured one Viet Cong and several
weapons.,

With intelligence that approximately 100 Viet Cong were in the area
of Long Son Island attempting to infiltrate 12Z-mm rockets into the RSSZ,
a Coastal Group 33 ambush team landed on the northwest tip of the island
during the night of 6 May. Back-up fire power of M-60 machine guns and
8l-mm mortar was provided the coastal group personnel. There was no
enemy contact although 7 detainees in a sampan were irnterrogated upon
extraction of the ambush team on the morning of the 7th.

Coastal Group 35 that morning surprised an enemy platoon 2 miles

northwest of the coastal group base on the Co Chien River. Two Viet
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Cong were killed, 100 grenades, 100 rounds of ammunition, 5 pounds of
medical supplies and numerous documents and pamphlets were captured. The
next day during Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/33, the coastal group trans-
ported one RF company down from the base to the mouth of the Co Chien River.
After the landing, the boats maintained blocking positions. The ground
troops killed one Viet Cong and destroyed a Viet Cong information point
and shelter but not before 3 of their own men were wounded by foot mines.
The boats took the RF troops back to the base with no further confron-
tation with the enemy.

A 20-man ambush team from Coastal Group 36 observed a Viet Cong
platoon just northwest of their base on 9 May. The enemy would not
engage the VNN sailors and the team gave chase to the north. They
encountered numerous flags, banners and Viet Cong propaganda leaflets
directed toward the U. S. advisor that the enemy had left in his trail.
From these methods to goad the advisor, it was surmised that the team
was walking into a Viet Cong prepared position and the pursuit was
terminated.

At 0630 on 12 May, Coastal Group 35 craft landed two RF companies
on the south bank of the Co Chien River, 5 miles west of Phu Vinh for
a sweep of a village reportedly overrun by the enemy. As the boats
maintained blocking and gunfire support stations, the troops ashore made
heavy contact with the enemy. Army and Navy air support was provided and

reinforcements of a PRU company and an additional RF company were requested
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and arrived at 1130, The coastal group junks, in conjunction with TF
116 PBRs, conducted medevacs of the friendly casualties. The battle,
Operation TRUONG CONG DINH VB/38, was waged throughout the day until
1900 when the enemy withdrew. Two U. S. Army advisors to the PRUs were
killed in this action as were 6 RF personnel. Four U. S. Army advisors
and 28 RF troops were wounded. The ground forces reported 53 enemy dead
on the battle field and 5 Viet Cong were taken prisoners.

Coastal Group 35 fired 8l-mm mortar on a suspected Viet Cong position
on the night of 14-15 May after receiving reports of a friendly village
being under attack. A subsequent search of the area 2% miles west of
the coastal group base revealed 7 Viet Cong were killed. Six civilians
from the village were wounded in the cross-fire and were medevaced by
the coastal group. A Coastal Group 36 ambush team sank a Viet Cong
junk near Dung Island across the Bassac River from their base on 16 May,
The 7 occupants were killed and the sampan, a Russian-made rifle, 4
grenades, ammunition and documents were captured.

Coastal Group 36 junks with a 20-man ambush team and a 30-man
landing force proceeded from their base toward suspected enemy positions
3 miles south of the Bassac River. The landing force sweep of the area
east of Long Phu resulted in negative enemy contact. The ambush team
then remained behind as the landing force re-embarked in the junks. Contact
was made when the team killed one Viet Cong and captured one mine. The

team pressed east toward Long Phu as the landing force was off-loaded
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north of Long Phu from the Tra Bu Stream. The enemy broke contact and the
ground swecp resulted in the discovery of & Viet Cong bodies and the capture
of 1i wounded Viet Cong. Friendlies in the area reported seeing the enemy
transporting their dead and wounded in confiscated sampans. One VNN

sailor was slightly wounded in this action,

Similarly a Coastal Group 35 operation on 21 May sought out the enemy
east of the city of Phu Vinh in Vinh Binh Province during Operation SONG
THAN 35/24. Twenty coastal group personnel set up an ambush point 2 miles
east of the city while a PRU company swept toward them from the Tra Vinh
Canal at Phu Vinh. Two Viet Cong were killed running toward a bunker and
4 others were captured. Two rifles, 2 mines and quantities of food, cloth-
ing and documents were uncovered. One booby trap was set off; however
there were no friendly casualties, The next day the coastal group conducted
Operation SONG THAN 35/25 on Cong Hoa Island in the Co Chien River. A 30-man
landing team, supported by TF 116 “Seawolves" put in air strikes. Several
bunkers were destroyed and the VNN sailors captured a Japanese two=-cylinder
diesel engine and a bag of medicine. Viet Cong casualties were unknown and
there were no friendly casuzlties.

Returning to the area south of the coastal group base and east of Long
Phu on 23 May, a 20-man Coastal-Group 36 ambush team conducted a sweep after
VNN PGM 607 had laid down harassing and interdiction fire. Likewise,
"Seawolves" made a strike on a Viet Cong staging area. The team's sweep

resulted in 5 Viet Cong killed, 3 bunkers and personal and field gear destroyed
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and the capture of weapons, ammunition, food, medical supplies and Viet
Cong documents, Two large secondary explosions were observed during the
engagement.

On 24 May Coastal Group 32/33, in league with RF/PF units on Loi
Quan Island in the My Tho River, pursued the enemy during Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH HB/28. While the coastal group junks maintained
a blocking force, the land sweep resulted in 5 Viet Cong killed and
3 Viet Cong captured. Three bunkers were destroyed while clothing,
documents, grenades and mines were captured. In Ba Xuyen Province
on 26 May, RF troops were landed from Coastal Group 36 boats from the
Saintard Canal. A ground sweep to the northeast yielded 6 enemy killed
and 5 captured.

Coastal group personnel and their U. S. advisors of the 4th Naval
Zone continued to probe the less than secure areas of their responsi-
bility in an effort to seek out and rid the enemy and provide security
for the people of RVN who must utilized the waterways for their liveli=-
hood. Psychological operations in the form of civic action projects
and medcaps to aid the populace and psychological warfare programs en-
couraging the enemy to ™Chieu Hoi™ were the normal routine once again
this month. "Round-ups" conducted through out the month cordoned off
the waterways and sampans and occupants were inspected for possible
enemy infiltration of men and supplies.

Two Coastal Group 44 junks landed 70 troops from the Kien Giang
Province intelligence company 8 miles northwest of Rach Gia on 3 May.
CONEERmFTT" 130
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A ground sweep inland resulted in the capture of one Viet Cong and three
sampans while two houses were destroyed and a small cache of rifles,
grenades and blasting caps were uncovered. The next morning a Viet Cong
was captured when the U.S. advisor and personnel from the Rach Soi Repair
Facility conducted a search nearby on the Cai Lon River. Intelligence
from this POJ indicated there were approximately 60 enemy in the same

area dressed in VNN uniforms. On 5 May two enemy suspects were captured
during a raid near the Kien An base. The next day four Viet Cong were
spotted by the base personnel and one Viet Cong was wounded by their fire
before the enemy got away in an evading sampan.

During the night of 7-8 May, two Coastal Group 41 junks engaged the
enemy in a continuous fire fight at the Cua Lon River entrance near the
southern tip of the Delta. The north bank of the river proved to be
heavily foliated and the VNN sailors, despite air support from an Army
1~19, could not suppress: the fire. Before clearing the fire zone,
the coastal group personnel confiscated numerous fishing nets in the
area. On 11 and 13 May Coastal Group 41 units engaged the enemy in
sampans near Ca Mau Point on the southern tip of the Delta. In both
incidents the Viet Cong fled into the shelter of mangroves. The coastal
group personnel beached and captured 3 sampans on 11 May while on 13 May
5 more sampans and enemy documents were captured. Utilizing the cap-
tured sampans on 15 May the sailors engaged the enemy 3 miles off the

western shore of South Vietnam, 30 miles southwest of Rach Gia. Two
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sampans and one wounded Viet Cong were captured while two Viet Cong were
killed in the fray; one wounded Viet Cong escaped.

Harassed and frustrated by the enemy so well ensconsed in the thick
mangrove of the Ca Mau Point area, 4th Naval Zone coastal groups contin-
uously prebed the inland waterways_only to be driven back by enemy 's
fire. The coastal groups harassing and interdiction fire was directed
toward suspected and known enemy positions but results were not always
determined because the areas were not secured for penetrating ground
sweeps. In general the daily, routine gunfire missions conducted by
the coastal group junks in support of outposts or against enemy positions
were recorded with no results reported.

Riverine Area Naval Commands

At the end of May, 234 craft were assigned to the 3rd Riverine Area;
Lth Riverine Area and the RTEG. A daily average of 165 craft were avail-
able for operations and 155 were employed. Six additional units, 4 LCPLs
and 2 ICMs, continued to be assigned to I Corps Tactical Zone (I CTZ)
as an augmentation force to perform river patrol duties.

In the 3rd Riverine Area, River Assault Group 30 (RAG 30) boats
reconned landing zones, assumed blocking positions and embarked units
of the U. S. 2nd Battalion, 3rd Infantry 199th Light Infantry Brigade 5
miles south of Saigon on 3 May. Operating from the Ba Lao and Gieu
Rivers, the ground troops discovered one Viet Cong killed by supporting

artillery and a total of 29 bunkers in the area which they destroyed.
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On 4 May RAG 22 river craft transported am ARVN reconnaissance
company, an infantry company and one RF company along the Vam Co Dong
River 13 miles southwest of Saigon for a cordon and search operation.

Ten Viet Cong were killed while 2 B-L0 rockets and a launcher were
captured during this operation. One}and one-half miles to the west on

6 May, Operation TOAN THANG 7/l was conducted from the Vam Co Dong River
with RAG 22 craft and 2 ARVN infantry'battalions. This land sweep yielded
one Viet Cong, 100 AK-47 cartridges and 100 various magazines captured.

Screening traffic on the Cay Kho Canal 3 miles south of Saigon
on 7 May, RAG 30 craft were called to provide support to the ARVN 38th
Ranger Battalion. The RAG units transported from 800 to 1000 civilians
from the area to the north near the Doi Canal in the socuthern ocutskirts
of Saigon. The RAG performed medevac and gunfire support to the Rangers
who were bitterly contesting the enemy. The Rangers lost 5 of their men
in the conflict and 22 were wounded; enemy casualties were not reported.

At 06L5 on 9 May, RAG 24 river craft were traversing the Doi Canal
on the southern.limitsxbf Saigon when a commandament tecok 2 B=40U rockets.
The enemy rockets tore into the berthing spaces and killed a VNN officer
and enlisted man and wounded 2 other enlisted men. The commandament cleared
the fire zone with no further incident. The nexti dsy in concert with
VNMC Task Force A in Gia Dinh Province near Thu Duc, RAG 24 units conducted
a cordon and search operation. The ground forces killed 8 Viet Cong and

captured an AK-47 and a sub-machinegun. One VN marine was killed in the
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enemy confrontation.

RAG 22 boats remained to the southwest of Saigon operating from the
Vam Co Dong River, On 12 May in one of the TOAN THANG series, the RAG
transported 2 ARVN battalions for an area sweep 18 miles west-southwest
of Saigon. Severzl bunkers were destroyed and a cache of 116 AK=-47s
and 50 cases of ammunition was captured. TOAN THANG 199/72 was held
on 17 May 11 miles southwest of Saigon. The 2 ARVN battalions captured
four 122-mm rockets, 4 Chicom radios, 11 AK-47s, 2,500 AK-47 cartridges
and miscellaneous equipment during this area sweep. About 5 miles to the
west the RAG craft lifted 2 ARVN battalions and & reconnaissance company
for Operation TOAN THANG 199/81 the next day. Although contact with the
enemy was made the number of enemy killed was not reported. The ARVN
forces suffered 2 killed and 5 wounded and one VNN sailor was wounded.
The friendly forces captured 3 rifles, 3 B-40 launchers, § B-4O rockets,
1000 cartridges of AK-47 ammunition and destroyed numerous bunkers in
the area.

Meanwhile on 17 May, RAG 30 was operating with the U. S. 2nd Battalion,
3rd Infantry, 199th Light Infantry Brigade on the Ben Luc River 6 miles
southwest of Saigon. The river craft transported the troops to the landing
areas and provided river blocking support during the enemy engagement.
One Army soldier was killed and 8 were wounded while there were 20 Viet
Cong killed, 2 AK=47s, 2 pistols, 1 U. S. carbine and miscellaneous

ammunition and documents captured. The ground forces destroyed over 100
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bunkers during this operation.

On 19 and 20 May, RAG 30 continued to support the U. S. Army 2nd
Battalion. Providing the mobility and river blocking support for the
land troops, the RAGs traversed the Ben Luc River and the Tam Stream
4 miles southwest of Saigon. During the 2-day operation 2 female Viet
Cong were captured along with several ammunition caches in the area.

The RAG located and destroyed 10 fighting positions and uncovered

14 B-40 rockets and six 82-mm mortar rounds. The ground sweep resulted
in the capture of 279 B-40 rockets, one-hundred and six 82-mm mortar
rounds, a B=40 rocket launcher and 2 AK-47 rifles; in addition 78 bunkers
were destroyed.

RAG 30 returned to the area south of Saigon on 21 May to operate
with the U, S. Army 6th Battalion 31st Infantry 9th Division from the
Ba Lao River 4 miles south of Saigon. The results of the day's opera-
tion was 2 Viet Cong killed, one Russian machine gun, 2 Chicom machine
guns and a AK-50 captured. Two sampans and 15 bunkers were destroyed
that day.

Long An City was attacked at 0345 on 21 May. Allied. sector and RAG
22/2l, units countered and silenced the enemy by 06CC. There were no

personnel fatalities and no significant damage was reported; 6 VNN soldiers
were wounded in the battle. The city was attacked again on 31 May and
the friendly forces once again silenced the enemy with no losses or

damage to the city. Enemy casualties were not reported.

*
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Seven miles south of Bien Hoa on the Dong Ngai River, a vedette of
RAG 30 was sunk by enemy B-40 rockets on 29 May. Three VNN crewmen were
wounded., The accompanying RAG craft returned fire and silenced the enemy.
The boat was towed to the VNN Eastern Repair Facility near Saigon where
repairs to the rocket-torn hull were to be made.

In the RSSZ, despite nightly ambushes and daily searches conducted
by the VN Commendos and USMC Advisory Team 43 personnel, the enemy
remained evasive and under cover, yet his presence was assured by the
continuous harassing attacks on friendly outposts; river traffic and
merchant ships traversing the Long Tau River. On 3 May, the enemy
opened fire on the merchant ship SS FENTRESS on the Long Tau River 3
miles southeast of Nha Be. At the same time PBRs operating in the
area were taken under fire. Army ®Slick"™ helos were immediately on the
scene and, observing 5 Viet Cong; took them under fire. Aerial observers
reported 2 of the enemy were killed and the other three probably killed.
A VN Commando team and their USMC advisors followed in with a sweep of
the area. A "Seawolf" made air strikes in the vicinity and the Commandos
reported one Viet Cong killed by the strike while a second Viet Cong
attempted to escape. The Commandos killed the remaining enemy and captured
numerous rockets, rifles, ammunition and gear found nearby.

RAG 27 craft supported a RF unit under attack 11 miles southeast
of Saigon near the Long Tau River on 9 May. The river craft inserted

troops for a sweep but no enemy contact was made. At that time about
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a mile southeast on the river, the merchant ship HYRIA also came under
enemy attack. Despite the immediate return fire and troop landing made
by the VNN RAG craft and PBRs, the enemy was not located.

The merchant ship TRANSGLOBE came under heavy attack while transite
ing the Long Tau River on 15 May. This attack occurred in the same area
as the previous one on 3 May. PBRs and VNN LSSL 228 took Viet Cong
positions under fire and the enemy was suppressed. Covered by Army and
Navy helo air power, RF troops swept the vicinity, making no contact but
uncovering one Viet Cong body, the result of the prior clearing strikes.

The enemy struck a merchent ship again on 19 May. The ANCO QUEEN
was transiting the Long Tau River, 13 miles southeast of Saigon when she
received enemy fire. An Army 1-19 immediately made a firing run and killed
6 Viet Cong. RAG 27 craft landed 2 RF platoons for a search. A 2-hour
firefight ensued in which the RFs killed 6 more of the enemy while one of
their own was wounded. Two AK-50s and a Russian rocket-launch adjuster
were captured.

The TRUONG CONG DINH campzign which commenced in March continued to
be waged with even greater ferver than was demonstrated in the previous
months. This combined effort t§ seek out and destroy the enemy in the
Delta utilized the U. S. and VN military powers to achieve unprecedented
results. Joint and combined operations were pursued by the river craft
of the Fourth Riverine Area RAGs, ARVN forces and the U. S. Navy TF 116

organization. RAG boats ably fulfilled the requirement for mobility,
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both of troops and logistics, and fire power to carry out the operations.

In addition to responding in the operational commitments of TRUONG CONG
DINH, the RAG companies and their U. S. Navy counterparts continued to
meet the schedules of routine patrols, logistic lifts and static defense
postures assigned to their RAGs in the face of an ever-increasing number
of enemy ambushes on their river craft.

During one such logistic 1lift of food stuff, base defense materials
and ammunition for Vinh Long Province towns, RAG 25 craft were ambushed
on the Mang Thit-Nicholai Canal, 10 miles east of Can Tho on 2 May.
This canal, a vital waterway, runs northeasterly across the province
and connects the Bassac and the Co Chien rivers. It has been a treacherous
passage in the past due to the ever-present enemy bunkers and firing posit-
ions along its course. The Viet Cong presumably had been informed of the
RAG transit for they laid in wait to open fire on the main elements of
the convoy. Two VNN sailors were killed, another 10 were wounded and
2 USN advisors suffered light injuries as did an ARVN soldier as B-L0
rockets and recoilless-rifle rounds struck a commandament; & monitor and
an LCM. "Seawolves" fl;cked to the area and provided immediate, accurate
retaliatory fire and medevac support for the dead and wounded.

That same day units of RAG's 21/33 and 23/31 participated in Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH 7/SD/14 on the Cho Gao Canal 10 miles northeast of My
Tho. The river craft transported, landed and extracted units of the Tth

ARVN Infantry Regiment, 32nd Rangers and 3 reconnaissance companies during
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the 2-day operation. The ARVN forces reported that 194 Viet Cong were
killed while 20 of their own soldiers were also killed in the battle
and 42 were wounded. In addition, 3 Viet Cong and 64 assorted weapons
were captured.

On the night of 3 May RAG 25 craft embarked 90 PRUs and a SEAL
team for Operation HAI LONG 6, a night ambush 6 miles southeast of
Can Tho. When contact was made at 0630 the next morning. the RAG boats
stood off shore for gunfire supp;rt. The boats embarked the ambush team
at 09003 5 Viet Cong had been killed; one of the enemy and 3 weapons
were captured.

RAG 25 embarked an ARVN battalion on 5 May for transport down the
Can Tho River in reserve for an operation to be conducted in that
area. Six miles southwest of Can Tho, the convoy was ambushed by B=40
rockets, recoilless rifle, and automatic weapons fire. Two LCMs were
hit by gunfire from am abandoned outpost on the south bank. The RAG
craft returned fire as they passed through the ambush zone. Troops
were landed on the western perimeters and sweeps were conducted as
medevac and helo support were provided by "Seawolves.®™ One VNN sailor
and one ARVN trooper were killed during the ambush, 2 sailers and 15
ARVN soldiers were wounded. Enemy casualties were unknown. Meanwhile
the RAG 25/29 Ca Mau detachment supported 2 ARVN battalions and a recon-
naissance platoon in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH SD/21/32 that same day,

The area sweep east of Ca Mau resulted in 2 Viet Cong killed and one
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claymore mine captured.

Also on 5 May RAG 26/32 units transported and provided blocking and
gunfire support to 3 RF/PF companies during an operation in Kien Phong
Province, 13 miles northwest of Sa Dec City. Twenty-five of the enemy
were killed and & were captured along with several individual weapons.
Friendly casualties consisted of one RF/PF killed, 16 wounded and one
declared missing. A RAG 26 river team was also operating in support
of a RF company on the upper Bassac River, north of Chau Doc that day.
The land sweep revealed 20 Of the enemy had been killed while the
friendly forces captured 7 Viet Cong, and a small weapons cache of
rifles, rockets and carbines. Friendly losses were 5 RFs killed and
7 wounded. RAG 23/31 boats returning from Long Xuyen on 5 May answered
a call for support to a RF defense post. The Viet Cong were driven off
by the fire from the RAG river craft and 3 Viet Cong bodies were later
found by the PFs.

The next morning, 6 May, a RAG 26/32 LCM was attacked west of Chau
Duc, Eighty percent of the boat was destroyed and 5 VNN sailors were
wounded. Later that day, RAG 25/29 river craft were transporting an
ARVN battalion on the Can Tho River when they were attacked 7 miles
southwest of Can Tho City. Return fire silenced the enemy. One VNN
sailor was killed by the opening blast; the enemy casualties were
unknown. On 7 May LSSL 226 received fire from the banks of the Co Chien

River; near the Mang Thit-Nicholai Canal. The RAG 31 commanding officer
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disembarked the LSSL to join his units and travel south on the canal. The
RAG convoy was also attacked by the enemy who had set up firing positions
in former ARVN positions along the banks. "Seawolves"™ silenced the enemy
after several firing runs in which they also received enemy ground fire.
There was no report of damage or friendly casualties.

Again on 8 May the RAG 25/29 convoy on a "Can Tho-Vi Thanh Express®
logistics 1lift was ambushed 8 miles southwest of Can Tho. Despite air
strikes by light helicopter fire teams (IHFTs) and bank security by
local PFs, the estimated enemy company succeeded in posing a severe
threat to the mission of the RAG., The convoy clearsd the area with no
significant damage reported, although one sailor was wounded. The well=-
entrenched enemy remained in the area to strike again due to the lack
of sufficient air; ground and river forces to annihilate him.

While supporting ARVN troops from the Canh Hoa River;, 8 miles south-
east of Ca Mau, the RAG 25/29 detachment accounted for 50 Viet Cong
killed on 11 May. The river craft provided gunfire support during the
heated battle in which 6 ARVN soldiers were killed, 4 were reported
missing and 49 were wounded. Two RAG craft received direct hits and one
sailor was wounded. The ground forces captured two Viet Cong and
several individual weapons.

On 13 May, RAG 23/31 boats operated in support of 9th ARVN troops
from the Ba Si River; 3 miles east of Phu Vinh in Vinh Binh Province.

The RAG provided transport, blocking and gunfire support to the ground

142




DECLASSIFIED

CoNFEDENILLL

force. The land sweep netted 6 Viet Cong killed while one soldier was killed
and 2 others were wounded. That day, the RAG 21/23 base at My Tho received

2 direct 8l-mm mortars. There was extensive minor damage to the main build-
ings and 4 VNN sailors were seriously wounded.

RAG 25/29 boats, traversing the Mang Thit-Nicolai Canzl were ambushed
as they were returning to Can Tho from a Vinh Long Province town on 14 May.
The attack, which occurred 3 miles northeast of Tra On City, wounded two
sailors. Once again bank security troops were unable to conduct a counter=-
ambush due to their placement further south on the canal. The next day
RAG 23/31 boats were attacked 11 miles up the canal from the site of the
previous day's attack. The RAG craft cleared the kill zone and called in
"Seawolves.® After their firing runs the sailors turned their guns on
the Viet Cong positions. One monitor and 2 LCMs were hit by B-40 and
B-L1 rockets and heavy machine gun fire; 10 ARVN soliders aboard and one
sailor were wounded during the attack.

TRUONG CONG DINH GC/25 was conducted on 15 May by RAG 21/33, one ARVN
infantry battalion and RF troops northeast of the RAG base at My Tho. The
ground forces netted 8 enemy killed and several weapons captured while
suffering 2 of their own killed and 6 wounded.

RAG 26 boats transported 6 RF/PF companies 10 miles northwest of Can
Tho during an amphibious operation in Sa Dec Province on 17 May. While
the land troops swept a L-mile area on the north bank of the Bassac River,

the RAG boats conducted blocking and river support operations. The next
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morning the troops were embarked having killed 16 Viet Cong and reporting
another 9 possibly killed. The RF/PF captured a Viet Cong, one deserter
and a suspect along with several weapons. That day, 18 Mzy, Operation
TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 9/22 was conducted by RAG 23/31, 3 ARVN battalions,
2 reconnaissance companies, one Ranger battalion and a RF company along
the Nha Man Canal, 4 miles east of Sa Dec. Having been landed in two
positions on the south bank, the ground force swept toward each other

as the RAG craft carried out blocking and gunfire support. One Viet
Cong was captured by the RAG as he was evading the land force. Air
strikes were called in as the troops moving from the west made heavy
contact with the enemy. The RAG craft medevaced L ARVN killed and 2
wounded in the battle. The sailors sighted a swimmer and took him under
fire at which time both banks of the canal opened up with automatic
weapons fire. The ship's guns silenced the enemy; 10 Viet Cong were
killed as a result of the return fire. The land troops were embarked
and ferried fto Vinh Long at 2000. The ARVN soldiers accounted for 98
enemy dead while they captured one Viet Cong and 3 suspects.

On 22 May the Ca Mau RAG 25/29 detachment supperted 2 ARVN battalions
and 3 RF companies 6 miles south of the city of Cau Mau. This operation,
TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 21/32/38, netted 4 Viet Cong killed and one claymore
mine, six 60-mm mortar rounds and seven 700 kilograms of rice destroyed.

TRUONG CONG DINH/SD 7/20 on 25 May combined RAG 21/33 and ARVN units

in socutheast Long An Province, north of the Vam Co Dong River, 20 miles
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south of Saigon. After landing the ARVN forces, the RAG boats tock up
blocking positions. The operation yielded G enemy killed, 7 captured
and 3 suspects detained. Several individual weapons were uncovered dur-
ing the sweep and a Viet Cong liaison point was destroyed.
On 27 May the RAG 25/29 detachment at Ca Mau lifted ARVN forces
for Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 21/32/L0 to the south of the city. The
sweep met with light enemy resistance; 2 Viet Cong were killed and one
was captured. Two ARVN scoldiers suffered wounds in the fire fight.
On the same day, RAG 21/33 river craft were ambushed at the convergence
of the Ham Iuong and My Tho rivers. Their return fire accounted for
two enemy killed. A landing party uncovered several weapons and ammuni-
tion, & Jong-shaft motor, clothing and medicine at the ambush site.
Twenty-two Viet Cong were killed on 29 May as 6 RF companies and
RAG 21/33 conducted Operation TRUONG CONG DINH/DT/41 a few miles east
of My Tho in Dinh Tuong Province. Numerous weapons and documents were
captured during the sweep. Further south that day, the RAG 25/29 detach-
ment and ARVN troops discovered and destroyed an enemy machine shop 6
miles south of the city of Ca Mau.
o
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS
During the month the six infantrybattalions of the VNMC and their
USMC advisors operated in IV CTZ, the Capital Military District (CMD)
and with the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF). The infantry battalions and
145 Tl DL

ey

DECELAS s &1
LMl L



BECLASS@@Q

one artillery battalion were committed to operations 100 percent of the
time in May.
~ Task Force A, composed of the 1lst, 5th and 6th infantry battalions
and Batteries A and B, VNMC artillery battalion, were employed to the
northeast of Saigon under the operational control of the CMD. Opera-
tion TOAN THANG sought out the enemy and provided blocking measures
against the enemy's brazen pressure on the capitol city. Daily area
sweeps conducted by small unit patrols generally resulted in some
contact. Army gunships and VNAF air strikes were utilized in defense of
the marines as they were pitted against the enemy. On 2 May the lst
Infantry Battalion established contact with an estimated 200 enemy force
east of the Saigon River; however, the enemy withdrew before the battle
could progress. There was no enemy casualty assessment that day.

During the early morning of 5 May each battalion of the task force
received coordinated ground and mortar attacks at their positions on
the northeast perimeter of Saigon. The 5th battalion east of the Saigon
River, the 6th Battalion at the Bien Loi Bridge in northeast Saigon, and
the lst Battalion at the Xa Lo Bridge (Route 1A) on the eastern side of
the city, repelled the enemy probes. Sweeps conducted of the areas
resulted in a total of 58 Viet Cong killed; 4 of the enemy captured and
one suspect detained. The marines suffered 5 killed and 19 wounded that
day. The battalions remained in their respective positions the next day,

killing a total of 11 Viet Cong and capturing 3 as they defended the
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VIETNAMESE NAWA%ASTAL OPERATIONS

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS GROUND OPERATIONS
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@ - Coastal Group Base

% = Vietnamese Navy Incident
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capitol perimeter. Three of their own were killed and 18 were wounded on

6 May. Seventeen more Viet Cong were killed on 7 May when the task force
conducted a sweep, the 6th Battalion moving south toward the lst Battalion
which established blocking positions. The lst Battalion uncovered the

bodies of 4 National Policemen who had been killed by the enemy and found

a wounded PF troop and returned him to safety. Four Viet Cong were- captured
while the marines suffered 2 killed and 3 wounded that day. Contact remained
light and sporadic until 13 May when the 5th Battalion engaged an estimated

2 enemy companies 4 miles east of Saigon. A day-long battle was waged as the
marines repulsed the enemy's westward advance to the city. Army gunships
and VNAF air strikes supported the marines. Sixty-three enemy dead were

left on the battlefield that day while the VNMC lost 13 of their own and

31 others were wounded.

Small unit patrols conducted by the 5th and 6th battalions on 14 May
netted a total of 19 enemy killed and one Viet QOng platoon company commander
captured along with numerous weapons, a heavy CHICOM 12.7-mm machine gun and
2 rocket launchers. The 5th Battalion, still defending east of the Saigon
River, operated with ARVN units, 4 tanks and 2 APC's, and destroyed two
enemy sampans with 10 occupants. The 6th Battalicn. sweeping east of Gia
Dinh sector, uncovered 10,000 VN$ on one of the enemy they were credited
with striking down.

Areé searches continued with light contact until 17 and 18 May when

the éth Battalion, a mile west of the Bien Loi Bridge, met an estimated enemy
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company. The results of this ground assault with Army helo cover fire
were 30 enemy dead, 8 weapons and assorted war equipment captured. VNMC
casualties were L killed and 11 wounded. Reconnaissance in force opera-
tions prevailed as the task force pursued the enemy. On 23 May, the 5th
Battalion moved its command post west to the Gia Dinh Sector near the
lst Battalion. The next day the 5th Battalion detained 264 suspects
as a result of anarea search in Gié Dinh. On 25 May the 2nd Bsttalion
joined the task force, operating near the lst Battalion east of Gia
Dinh. Each battalion experienced modera?e contact that day as a total
of 15 enemy were killed and 13 suspects were detained. The marines
sustained 7 of their own killed and 43 wounded on 25 May.

The remazinder of the month showed heavy commitments for all units
in the task force. On 26 May the lst and 2nd battalions engaged an
estimated enemy battalion in and around the Gia Dinh Sector. With Army
gunships as overhead support the marines claimed 32 enemy killed; 5
captured and 3 other suspects detained while suffering 6 of their own
killed and 27 wounded. Numerous amounts of weapons, ammunition and
enemy equipment were captured or destroyed that day. The task force
was credited with 34 enemy dead on 27 May as the battalions defended
their positions in Gia Dinh. Five Viet Cong were captured plus numerous
weapons and war materials. The marines had 6 killed and 21 wounded.
The second battalion was relocated to Cholon, the city's 6th Precinct;

on 28 May in order to relieve the pressure on ARVN Rangers in combat
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with the enemy there. Meanwhile the lst and 5th battalions netted 18
more enemy killed and one captured as they supported allied forces

in Gia Dinh. Seven marines were wounded on 28 May. On 29 and 30 May,
the task force moved in & northerly direction and defended positions
southwest, then west, of the Bien Loi Bridge.

Beginning at 0100 on 31 May, the task force was heavily engaged
with an estimated two enemy battalions. The marines, supported by
helo gunships, VNAF air strikes and the VNMC artillery battalion;
Batteries A and B, were a formidable barrier to the pressing enemy
force. The task force literally stormed the enemy, relieving one
another at the Bien Loi Bridge, defending the railroad bridge three-
quarters of a mile west of the bridge and the Route 1 bridge leading
north from Gia Dinh. A gunship was shot down at 0625 and the lst Bat=
talion moved in for its defense. It was extracted by a Chincok helo at

0800. A company oi U. S..1st Infantry Division persomnel joined the

defense of the Bien Loi Bridge at 1100, One USMC advisor was slightly
wounded in the action that day., The VNMC lost 13 marines in the
day-long battle and 57 were wounded; enemy casuazlties numbered 127
killed. The task force captured 6 Viet Cong along with a lengthy list
of weapons, ammunition and war equipment.

Prior to entering Task Force A on 25 May, the 2nd Battalion parti=-
cipated in operations with the MRF in IV CTZ, Iight and sporadic enemy

contact typified the battalion's employment there until 11 May. The
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battalion redeployed to Cholon that day, conducting security operations,
detaining suspects, and apprehending the enemy and war materiszls until
24, May. Full scale enemy engagement was negligible. The night of 24
May the battalion recovered over 130 boxes of food stuff pilfered from
the USAID Compound in Cholon. The Vietnamese civilians caught in the
act were turned over to the National Police.

Returning to Cholon after a brief alliance with Task Force 4 in
northeast Saigon on 29 May, the 2nd Battalion made heavy enemy contact.
As the ARVN Rangers pressed south from Route 4, the 2nd Battalion moved
northward. Twenty-eight Viet Cong were killed in the cross-fire that
day while 5 esnemy personnel were captured. The VNMC lost 5 marines and
another 21 were wounded. The next day 14 more enemy were killed in the
same vicinity as the ARVN-VNMC team scourged the weakening enemy. Seven
marines were killed and 13 more wounded on 30 May. On 31 May, the 2nd
Battalion, pressing northward met up with the Rangers who had been advan-
cing toward them. Twenty-three Viet Cong had beeﬁ killed in the last
day's battle, OSweeps of the area resulted in the discovery of 217 enemy
graves, the enemy who was caught between the allied vise. Seventeen
enemy personnel and numerous weapons and materials were captured that day.

Task Force B, the 3rd Battalion, 4th Battalion and Battery C of the
VNMC artillery battalion, participated in Operation TRUONG CONG DINH in
IV CTZ under the operational control of the ARVN 2lst Infantry Division

during May. Reconnaissance in force operations south and west of Can
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Tho yielded negligible results until 25 May. On that day the task force
engaged an unknown enemy force 2-3 miles west-southwest of Can Tho. The
marines were credited with killing 33 enemy while they lost 6 of their
own and 42 were wounded. For the next two days the task force confronted
the enemy further west of Can Tho and north of the Can Tho River. Twenty-
three enemy and one VNMC were killed and two marines were wounded during
these two days of fighting. The remainder of the month proved to be
relatively quiet for the Vietnamese marines for light contact was gained
with the enemy.

Listed below is a tally of enemy weapons, ammunition, other communist
war material and/or equipment captured or destroyed during VNMC operations
in May, including some weapons lost by VNMC personnel:

Weapons Captured:

Mortar, U.S. , 60-mm

Recoilless Rifle, U.S., 75-mm

Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-2 (B-40)
Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-41)
Grenade Launcher, U.S., M=79

Anti-aircraft Gun, CHICOM, Caliber .30

Heavy Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 43
Heavy Machine Gun, Soviet, 12,7-mm, Model 1938/i6, OSHK, CHICOM,
Type 54 w/Tripod :

Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 58
Light Machine Gun, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 56
Sub-machine Gun, U.S., Caliber .45, Thompson
Sub-machine Gun, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, K-50

Assault Rifle, Soviet, 7-62-mm, AK-47

Rifle, U.S., 5,56-mm, M-16

Rifle, U.S., Caliber .30, M=1

Rifle, CHICOM, Bolt Action, Type unknown
(+rbine, CHICOM, 7,62-mm, SKS

Czrbine, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 54

N
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Weapons Captured:

5 Pistol, U.S., Caliber .45
2 Pistol; Czech, 7.65~mm, Model 1927
11 Pistol, CHICOM, 7.62-mm, Type 54

Weapons lost by the Vietnamese Marine Corps:

1 Grenade Launcher; U.S., M~79 (Destroyed by enemy fire.)
7 Riflej, UnSa, 5356"’11]“13 M‘lé

Ammunition Captured:

385 Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet, RPG=2 (B-40)
59 Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-41)
1 Case, Anti-tank Grenades, Soviet, RPG=7 (B-41)
68 Mortar Rounds, 60-mm
7 Mortar Rounds, 82-mm
L4 Recoilless Rifle Rounds, 75-mm
9 Hand Grenades, M-26
125 Hand Grenades, CHICOM
13 Grenades, M-79
8 Grenades, Smoke
2 Mines, Pyramidal, 13" by 107
8 Mines, Anti-personnel; 3 kilograms each
7 Bangalore Torpedoes
1 Pole Charge, 10 pounds
4 Kilograms, Plastic Explosive
1 Flare, Hand
10 Caps, Blasting
1 Mine, Claymore
9,700 Rounds; Small Arms Ammunition, Assorted
100 Rounds, 7.62-mm Ammunition
189 Rounds, 12.7-mm Ammunition, Linked
15,870 Rounds, AK-L47 Ammunition
3 Boxes, Machine Gun Ammunition
76 Hand Grenades, VC, Homemade
5 Hand Grenades, WP, CHICOM
200 Rounds, Caliber .50 Ammunition
16 Pounds, TNT
5 Anti-tank Mines, 15 kilograms
Quantity of Smzll Arms Ammunition

Material and Equipment Captured and/or Destroyed:

20 Entrenching Tools
N
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Material and Equipment Captured and/or Destroyed:

L, Sight, Anti-tank Grenade Launcher, Soviet, RPG-7 (B-41)
2 Radio Batteries, assorted

200 Feet, Electrical Wire
9 Boxes, empty, for 75-mm Recoilless Rifle Ammunition
L4 Sampans

Bunker

Magazines, AK-L7

Magazines, Carbine, U.S5., M-l

Helmets

Boots, pair

Motor Bike

Cement Mixer

Radio, AN/PRC-10

Uniforms, Khaki, U.S.

Tent, 2 man

House, Thatched

Base Camp (XS 576260)

Magazines, Ammunition, Assorted

Pack, CHICOM

Nets, Mosquito

Aid Station (XS 040340)

Radio Antenna

Radic, CHICOM

Magazines for Light Machine Gun

Magazines, K-50

Shovels

Barrel, Caliber .30 for CHICOM Anti-aircraft Gun

Medical Supply Cache (XS 040340)

Quantity of Medical Supplies

Quantity of Documents and Maps
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APPENDIX 1

PROJECT JENNY

The U. S. Navy's "Blue Eagle® Television Network, also known as
Project JENNY, has provided U. S., Vietnamese and Free World forces
with regular radio and television broadcasting in Vietnam since 7 Feb-
ruary 1966 when the first television broadcast was made near Saigon.

Project JENNY was conceived as an airborne broadcasting platform
for radio and television. The project, currently under the technical
control of the Chief of Naval Operations, was instituted in 1962
during the Cuban crisis when two C-118 aircraft were equipped with
radio and television equipment. The planes; however, were never used
operationally. JENNY was revived in 1965 when the Joint Chiefs of Staff
directed that the C-118°'s be replaced with C=121 Super Constellations,
which gave the project improved flexibility as well as greatly increasing
time on station, power and capability. The Oceancgraphic Air Survey Unit

at NAS, Patuxent River, Maryland was selected as the parent sguadron to
command Project JENNY,

Each C-121 was reconfigured tc house a large variety of electronic
equipment including three independent; two to five thousand watt televis-
ion transmitters. Videc tape, provided by Joint United States Public
Affairs Office, was used as the most common scurce of material for the
transmitters but each aircraft was alsc fitted with a studic for live

programming in addition to two 1é-mm film projectors and several audio
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This Navy aircraft is one of a squadron of C-121 Super Constellations
currently operating in Vietnam in connection with "Project JENNY" —- an
airborne broadcasting platform for radio and television. Egquipped with
transmitters and other electronic programming devices, the planes ensure
daily regular radio and television broadcasting to U. S., Vietnamese and
Free World forces serving in Vietnam.
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tape recorders. Each transmitter was designed with the capability to pro-
vide full coverage for channels 2 through 13 and each was able to operate
simultaneously with another transmitter.

Bach aircraft required a four-man technical crew to operate the tele-
vision and radio equipment and a five-man flight crew. BEach aircraft was
rotated back to the U. S. periodically to undergo major maintenance checks
and update the electronic equipment.

Equipment installation and testing on the first modified C=121, called
#Blue Eagle One"™, was completed during the summer of 1965. In October
wBlue Eagle One" was deployed for two weeks to South Vietnam to broadcast
the baseball World Series and the Army-Navy football game by relayed AM
and shortwave radio., This was the first test of Project JENNY under
actual operational conditions and, in addition to proving the feasibility
and value of the system, the aircraft was so popular that the original
deployment was extended by seven weeks.

Following the successful test, Project JENNY was given the responsi-
bility of previding television-in-the-air to South Vietnam on a two-channel
system, one English-speaking and one Vietnamese, until permanent television
stations could be constructed. Two additional Super Constellations were
modified for Project JENNY needs and they became "Blue Ez=gles Two and Three.”
On 3 January 1966 an advance contingent of 4 officers and 21 enlisted men
from Oceancgraphic Air Survey Unit, NAS Patuxent River, Maryland, arrived

at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Saigon to form the mucleus crew for Project JENNY,
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With two tents, scrap lumber, shipping crates and CONEX boxes, coupled
with a "can do" spirit and a great deal of ingenuity, they pieced together
an austere operating base for Project JENNY which was designated Oceano-
graphic Air Survey Unit Detachment West Pacific - the home of the "Blue
Eagles®,

On 7 January "Blue Eagle One® arrived at the base and began to broad-
cast shortwave radic. "Blue Eagle Two® arrived on 15 January and "Blue
Eagle Three™ followed six days later. After a series of tests and evalu=
ation flights the first regular television broadcasting began on 7 February.

A normal on-station site was established 15 miles southeast of Saigen
where a Super Constellation flew in a tight circle at an altitude of 10,500
feet giving optimum reception to viewers in a 50-mile radius. The schedule
called for one hour of Vietnamese programming and three hours of American
programming. The U. S. Agency for International Development provided 500
television sets to the Government of Vietnam which were installed in public
squares; store windows and other places where large numbers of people could
watch the programs.

Project JENNY enjoyed immense success among the Vietnamese people as well
as the U. S. and Free World forces. Regular programming continued on every
possible day. Not evem a Viet Cong mortar attack cn Tan Son Nhut Air Base
on 12 April, which wounded three men of the unit and damaged all three
aircraft, was able to interrupt the schedule. In early April a fourth plane

was authorized for the "Blue Eagle"™ Television Network. In the late summer
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Vietnamese elections for a constituent assembly drew near and Project
JENNY devoted much of its broadcasting time to letting all the candidates
speak to the people over television.

Finally, in October, the Armed Forces Radio and Television Servige's
ground station in Saigon went on the air. Project JENNY relocated its
flight pattern to provide television-in-the-air services to the Central
Highlands over Qui Nhon and the Mekong Delta over Can The which were not
receiving television coverage from a ground station.

As of May 1968 the Oceanographic Air Survey Unit, which changed its
name to Air Development Squadron EIGHT in July 1967, has logged over
12,000 hours in support of Project JENNY. The squadron, under the command
of Commander Robert C. JONES, has a complement of 1k officers, 8 of whom

are pilots, and 89 enlisted men.
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ANGLICO

ARVN

CIDG

CHIEU HOI

CLEARWATER
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APPENDIX 11
SECTION I

GLOSSARY
Air-Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (U. S.).
Army of the Republic of Vietnam
Coastal Group (VNN) - A coastal patrol command con-
sisting of six to 10 junks with the responsibility
of patrolling from 30-60 miles of coastline.
Civilian Irregular Defense Group (VN) ~ Para-military
troops used in their local area for limited area
operations.
*Open Arms® (VN} = The Republic of Vietnam's amnesty
program of rehabilitation and re-location of Viet
Cong who voluntarily return to govermment control.
Task Force CLEARWATER was activiated in February 1968
with the mission of expediting and improving naval
supply to combat forces in the northern I CTZ by
exercising overall coordination of activities con-
cerning movement and protection of logistic craft on
the Perfume River and Cua Viet River lines of commun-
ication. This special task force was created in res-
ponse to heavy enemy pressure directed at these LOC
at a time of increasing combat operation and logistic

requirements by the built-up Northern I CTZ forces.
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CLEARWATER (Con't,) Two river security groups were formed from
River Patrol Force and River Assault Force
craft. Supporting forces available on request
included artillery and naval gunfire units,
helicopter gunships, logistic craft, and ground

reaction forces,

CORDS Civil Operations for Revolutionary Development
Support.
COSURVFOR Coastal Surveillance Force {(USN) TF-115 - The

U. S. forces participating in Operation MARKET
TIME and STABLE DOOR.

COSVN Central Office for Scuth Vietnam - The highest
Viet Cong headquarters in South Vietnam.

CTZ Corps Tactical Zone - The major divisions of
South Vietnam into military regions.

DAI DOAN KET National Reconciliation Program = Program which
is aimed at helping qualified returnees find
employment commensurate with their previous
training and experience.

FWMAF Free World Military Assistance Forces (all engaged
in South Vietnam.)

GAME WARDEN The operation performed by U. S. Navy forces to

interdict Viet Cong movement on the major waterways
II-1-2
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GAME WARDEN
(Con't.)

HEAT

HHFT

HOI CHANH

IUWU

IWCs

LDNN

LHFT
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of the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ. The force is
composed of River Patrol Boats, Minesweepers,
helicopter fire teams and SEAL teams.

High Explosive Anti-=Tank = A shaped-charge nor-
mally used in 57-mm or 75-mm recoilless rifles.
Heavy Helicopter Fire Team (U. S.) = A helicopter
fire team with three or more gunships used in sup=
port of ground and waterborne units, The use of
three helicopters allows continuous firing on the
target.

“Returnee to the Just Cause® (VN) = An individual
(Viet Cong) who returns under the Chieu Hoi program.
Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit (U. S.) = The U. S.
forces conducting Operation STABLE DOOR.
Integrated Wideband Communication System.

Landing Craft Medium Minssweeper.

lLien Doc Nguoi Nhia (VNN) - Literally "soldiers who
fight under the sesa." UDT force of the VNN.

Light Helicopter Fire Team (U. S.) = A helicopter
fire team composed of two gunships used in support
of ground and waterborne units.

Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol.
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MARKET TIME The operation conducted by U. S. and Vietnamese
naval forces to interdict Viet Cong infiltration
of men and supplies from the sea.

MAF Marine Aphibious Force

MEDCAP Medical Civic Action Frogram

MG Machine Gun - An automatic, crew-=served weapon
adaptable to many mountings. The four typeé of
machine guns currently used by USN and VNN forces
are the M=60, the .30 caliber light machine gun, the
+50 caliber heavy machine gun, and the 7.62-mm mini gun.

MILPHAP Military Provincial Health Assistance Program -
MILPHAP teams, normally staffed by three doctors, a
Medical Service Corps officer and 12 corpsmen; work
with Vietnam's Ministry of Health at the province
hospital level to improve health services available
to Vietnamese civilians.

MRF Mobile Riverine Force (U. S.) - A force made up of
Navy craft and Army units designed and trained for
amphibious assaults in the Mekong Delta and the RSSZ,

NGFS Naval Gunfire Support (USN-VNN) - Naval gunfire used
to assist operations ashore; often spotted and cor-
rected by spotter aircraft or forward observers.

NILO Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer

CONPTDENTIAL® iy
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NVA

PF

PRU

RAG

RED HAZE
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National Liberation Front - Actually the *National Front
for the Liberatiocn of South Vietnam.® A Communist
political front used to give the appearance of popular
non-Communist support to their insurgency activities in
South Vietnam.

(VN) - A fermented fish sauce served with almost any
dish. A national delicacy.

North Vietnamese Army

Popular Forces = Military forces recruited and employed
with a district; organized in platoons and squads.
Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (VN) = Para-military
personnel whoseprincipal mission includes clandestine
operations designed tc destroy the Viet Cong infras-
tructure, Each unit consists of one or more teams of 18
to 20 civilians who have had prior military service.
Riverine Assault Force (USN) - The U. S. Navy contingent
of the MRF.

River Assault Group (VN) - An amphibious warfare command
with the capability to transport and support a battalion
of infantry. Similar to a boat division in the RAF,
Infrared Detector (U. S. ) = Sensitive heat detectors used
as an airborne locator of personnel, equipment and

military sites.
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RF
RIVPATFOR

ROK

RSSZ

RVNAF

SEAL

SECRET ZONE
SLAR

STABLE DOCR
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Regional Force (VN) - Forces under ARVN control which
operate within their home province.

River Patrol Force (USN) TF=116 = The forces used in
conducting Operation GAME WARDEN,

Republic of Korea.

Rocket Propelled Grenade - A Soviet or Chinese
Communist-manufactured, fin-stabilized, anti-tank
grenade, RPG-2 (B=40). RPG=7 (B=41l).

Rung Sat Special Zone = Literally "forest of assassins."
A special military area located about 21 miles southeast
of Saigon in Gia Dinh Province and composed of Can Gio
and Quang Xuyen districts.

River Transport and Escort Group.

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces - Consists of the Army,
Navy, Air Force; Marine Corps and RF/PF,

Sea, Air, Land. (USN) - Special duty personnel qualified
as underwater demolition, paratroop and jungle warfare
specialists.

A Viet Cong-dominated area utilized as a base, training
camp and logistic resupply area.

Side Looking Airborne Radar (U. S.)} = Ah accurate airborne
radar for detecting small, moving cobjects.

The U. S. Navy operation conducted to provide harbor defense.

II-1=-6
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STAR LIGHT Ambient light equipment (USN) = A portable system to
enhance vision under conditions of starlight-ar mocn=
light.

UDT Underwater Demolition Team (USN) - Specially trained
swimmers used for underwater work in the Navy.

USAID United States Agency for Internmational Development.

USSF United States Special Forces (USA) - Army personnel
specially trained for use as advisors to indigenous
personnel.,

VIET CONG Vietnamese citizens under the control and leadership
of North Vietnam. These persons may be local sympa=
thizers, guerrillas, or hard-core full-time workers

for the Communist domination of South Vietnam.

VNAF Vietnamese Air Force.
VNMC Vietnamese Marine Corps.
VNN Vietnamese Navy.
R
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APPENDIX II
SECTION 2

CHARACTERISTICS OF SOME OF THE SHIPS, SMALL CRAFT AND AIRCRAFT
UNDER THE OPERATIONAL CONTROL OF COMNAVFORV

AFDL ~Auxiliary Floating Dry Dock, Light - A non-self-
propelled, open-ended dry dock with a 1,000=ton
capacity. It measures 64 by 200 feet and has two
3=ton derricks and a machine shop. The craft mounts
no armament.

AKL ~Cargo Ship, Light = A small cargo ship used for
resupplying small bases and outposts in the Me-
kong Delta and along the coast. The ship is 177
feet long, can carry 340 tons of cargo, has a 4-ton
boom;, and mounts ﬁww to four .50 caliber and two
.30 caliber machine guns and one 8l-mm mortar. It
has a speed of 13 knots and a crew of four officers
and 33 enlisted men.

AMMI
(Pontoon) ~A multi-purpose barge. It is 5 by 28 by 90 feet

and is sectioned into 12 interior spaces. Each
barge contains six fittings for columns toc raise
or lower the barge on spuds; fittings tc connect
several barges end-to-end for causeway use, and

fittings to allow side-mounting on 1ST's,

II=2-1 ot e
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-In addition to causeway use, the barges can be
positioned to embark and debark trcops and to
serve as platforms for patrol craft hull main-
tenance.

=Personnel Barracks Ship = An LST converted to
provide berthing for an Army battalion and a
River Assault Squadron. The ship is 328 feet
long with berthing spaces for 122 officers and
1,180 enlisted men, and mounts four Aez—inch
mortars, two 4O-mm guad gun mounts, two 20~mm
twin gun mounts, and ten 7,62-mm machine guns.
It has a speed of 12 knots and carries a crew
of 11 officers and 161 enlisted men.

~Personnel Barracks, lLighter - A non-self-
propelled barge with accommodations for the
crews of 20 PBRs or 10 PBRs and 10 PCFs. It

is 49 by 261 feet, has transient berthing spaces
for 39 officers and 290 enlisted men, and mounts
8ix ,50 caliber machine guns. The crew consists
of five officers QSd 84 enlisted men.

=Repair Ship, Internal Combustion Engine - A repair
ship converted from a C-2 freighter and capable of

repairing ships and craft with gasocline or diesel

I11=2=2
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ASPB

ATGC
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propulsion plants. This ship is 442 feet long and
mounts three 3%/50 caliber guns. It has a speed of
11.5 knots and & crew of 19 cfficers and 493 en-
listed men.

=Repair Ship, Landing Craft - An LST converted to
repair landing craft and support amphibious ships.
The ship is 328 feet long and mounts two 40-mm
quad gun mounts. It has a speed of 10.6 knots and
a crew of 12 officers and 178 enlisted men.
-Assault Support Patrol Boat -~ A special configured
craft designed principally for use by the Riverine
Assault Force. The boat is 50 feet long and mounts
one 20-mm gun mount, one 8l-mm mortar;, two MEK-18
4LO-mm grenade launchers, and cne twin-.50 and four
<30 caliber machine guns. The ruggedly-constructed,
high-speed (14.8 knots) boat, with a crew of seven
enlisted men, is used as a minesweeping and escert
craft for the troop carriers.

~Armored Troop Carrier ~ A medified, armored LCM=6
designed principally for use by the Riverine As-
sault Force. The boat is 56 feet long with an ex-
tended deckhouse mounting two 20-mm guns, two .50

caliber machine guns, and four M=60 machine guns.

11-2-3 . pu
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ATC (Con't.) =The craft can carry approximately 40 combat troops
or two and a half to three tons of carge. It has
a speed of eight and a half knots and carries a
crew of seven enlisted men. Special bar-and=-plate
armor has been added to provide protection for the
hull and deckhouse against projectiles up to and in-
cluding 57-mm HEAT rounds.

ATC(H) -Armored Troop Carrier (Helicopter) - An ATC with
a portable helicopter landing platform mounted
above the craft's well-deck. The platform pro-
vides faster handling of medical evacuees and en-
ables the MRF to conduct certain airborne re-supply
and assault missions more expeditiously.

BOSTON WHALER -A 16' fiberglass, shallow=draft motor boat.

CCB =Command and Communications Boat = A modified, armored
LCM=6 designed for use by the RAF as a task group
flagship and afloat command post. The command center
is situated in the craft's well. The boat is 60,5
feet long, is equipped with radar, and mounts one
4O-=mm and one ,50 caliber mechine gun in a forward
turret; and one 20-mm gun, two .50 caliber machine
guns and two M-60 machine guns in the deckhouse. It

has a speed of eight and one-quarter knots and a

CONPIDENTIEL 11-2-4
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-crew of 11 enlisted men. The craft also has special
armor similar to that installed on ATCs.

~Transport = A general-purpose aircraft with two
reciprocating engines. The plane has a cargo ca-
pacity of 12,900 pounds; a take-off weight of

36,800 pounds, a range of 610 miles, and a 6;uising
speed of 153 knots. The crew normally consists of
two officers and two enlisted men.

-Heavy Lift Craft - A non-self-propelled hull, capa-
ble of partial submersion, used in salvage work to
1lift hulks. The craft is 39 by 140 feet, has two
10-ton booms as well as auxiliary equipment for
pumping and can raise 300 tons in a bow 1lift or

750 tons in a midships lift. HLCs are normally used
in pairs. Each craft mounts four .50 caliber machine
guns. The crew consists of two of ficers and 20
enlisted men.

=Landing Craft, Persomnel; Large - A boal used pri-
marily for harbor defense and to guide léfger landing
craft. The boat is 36 feet long, is equipped with
radar, and mounts two .50 caliber machine guns. It

has a speed of 19 knots.
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LCU

YLLC

LST
(GAME WARDEN
Support Ship)

=Landing Craft Utility = Used to deliver cargo
throughout the Republic of Vietnam. The primary
source of delivering cargo to Dong Ha and Hue in
I Corps. The boat is 118 feet long and has a
maximum speed of 8 knots. The boat captain is
usually a Chief Petty Officer, whc commands an
enlisted crew of 13.

=Light Lift Crafu = A converted LCU designed to
perform limited salvage duty. The craft is 119
feet in length, and has a shear-leg crane capa=
ble of 30-ton lifts. light Lift Craft have four
+50 caliber machine guns, a speed of seven knots,
and carry a crew of two officers and 15 enlisted
men.

=A 548-Class tank landing ship specially configured
for GAME WARDEN Operations. The cargo hatch has
been enlarged to 13- by 32-feet to permit lowering
PBRs and helicopters tc the tank deck for repairs
and maintenance. The main deck forward of the
carge hatch has been strengthened and life-saving
nets have been added port and starboard to support
helicopter operations. A 10=ton beat lifting boom

has been added on the starboard side just forward

II-2=6
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MSB
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-of the deckhouse. In addition, the transient
berthing facilities on board have been increased
to accommodate eight officers and 112 enlisted
men. An ancillary role performed by the LST is
radar surveillance in support of MARKET TIME
units in the area. The ship's speed is 12 knots,
and the crew consists of 17 officers and 123
enlisted men.

=Monitor - A modified ICM-6 designed primarily
for use as a fire support ship by the RAF. The
craft has bar-and-plate armor along the hull

and deckhouse similar to that of ATCs and CCBs.
The boat is 60.5 feet long, is equipped with
radar, and mounts one 4O0-mm and one .50 caliber
machine gun in a forward turret, one 8l-mm
mortar and two #-60 machine guns amidships;

and one 20=mm gun, two .50 caliber machine guns
and four M=60 machine guns in the deckhouse. It
has a speed of eight and one-quarter knots and

a crew of 11 enlisted men.

~Minesweeper, Boat - A small minesweeper designed
for clearing sheltered waters, e.g., the Long Tau

River. The boat is 57 feet long, mounts one .50

I1-2-7 CONFTERNS-.
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MSB (Con't.) -caliber and one .30 caliber machine gun, two Mark
18 grenade launchers, and is equipped with radar.
It has a speed of 11 knots and carries a crew of
six enlisted men.

PACV -Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle = The new craft is an
all-metal peripheral jet-type hovercraft powered
by a single marine gas turbine engine, enabling
the craft tc reach approximately 50 knots under
optimum conditions. With a crew of one officer
and four enlisted meu;~the craft is equipped with
radar and mounts one twin .50 caliber machins gun,
three MK21 7.62-mm machine guns and one MK18 LO-mm
grenade launcher. The PACV, with a length of 38.7
feet, a width of 23 feet and a height of 16,5 feet
(cushion=borne); is to be used primarily as a rapid
reaction craft, a high-speed, logistic re-supply
craft for small quantities of high priority material,
and for SAR missions,.

PBR (MK I) =Patrol Boat, River = A military adaptation of a
fiberglass, civilian pleasure boat. The boat is
31 feet long, uses twin water jets as a propulsion
system, and mounts cone twin .50 caliber machine gun

and one .50 caliber machine gun with a Mark 18

ke B N s 11=2=8
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PG
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-grenade launcher. The craft is equipped with
radar, has a speed of 25 knots and carries a

crew of five enlisted men. PBRs normally patrol

in peirs and constitute the principal craft of
Operation GAME WARDEN.

<Patrol Boat, River = An improved version of the
PBR with the same basic design; principal changes
include a lower silhouette, and modifications to

the armament.

=Patrol Craft, Fast (Swift} = An aluminum-hulled,
offshore patrol craft; used extemsively for coastal
surveillance in Operaticn MARKET TIME, The craft

is 50 feet long, mounts one twin .50 caliber machine
gun and a .50 caliber machine gun with an 8l-mm mortar.
It has radar, a speed of 23 knots, and a crew of one
officer and five enlisted men.

=Patrecl Gunboat = A patrol boat for use in offshore
waters. It is a new design with an all-aluminum
hull and a combination diesel/gas turbine propul-
sion plant. The boat is equipped with radar, is

165 feet long, mounts one 3%/50 caliber gun, one
8l-mm mortar and two .50 caliber machine guns. The

craft’s speed is 37 knots under turbine power and 16

1I=2=9 i,
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PG (Con't.) -under diesel powsr. The crew consists of three
officers and 21 enlisted men.

PICKET =A L5=foot, 13-knot craft designed for harbor defense
and anti-swimmer patrols. The boat has radar, mounts
one .50 caliber machine gun, and normally carries a
crew of five enlisted men.

P-3A =-Orion = A long-range patrol aircraft used extensively
in Operation MARKET TIME. The plane is powered by
four turbo-prop engines; carries 11,000 pounds of
bombs, and has a maximum take-=off weight of 127,500
pounds. Orions have a range of 3,700 miles, a cruis-
ing speed of 310 knots;, and a crew of four officers
and nine enlisted men.

SSB =Swimmer Support Boat (Skimmer) = The military version
of the civilian; fiberglass, triple-V-hulled ™Boston
Hhalerﬂg‘used for harbor patrols and UDT, SEAL; and
EOD operations. The ocutboard-powered boat is 16,5
feet long, is controlled from & steering console
amidships; and mounts one M-6C machine gun forward.

It has a speed of 25 knots and a crew of two enlisted
men.

STAB ~SEAL Team Assault Boat = Anarmed version of the civi-

lian runabout; used to land and recover SEAL units.

SONELDENTIAL I1-2-10
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=The boat is 20 feet long, mounts one .50 caliber
machine gun, one M=60 machine gun, one Mark 18
grenade launcher, and can also carry & 57-mm
recoilless rifle. The boat is powered by two
50=horsepower outboard mctors and has a speed

of 40 kno@s.

=A general term referring to any of several classes
of old French river boats=-=utilized by VNN RAGs and
GVN police units.

-Helicopter (Iroquois) = A U. S. Army helicopter on
loan to the U. S. Navy in South Vietnam. Alternate-
ly referred to as a "Huey" or a "Gunship" or a
"Seawolf," the aircraft mounts four 7.62-mm machine
guns in pairs, two M=60 machine guns and two pods
capable of firing 14 2.74-inch rockets. The helicopter
has a range of 250 miles, a speed of 125 knots, and
carries a crew of two officers and two enlisted men.
=The unarmed version of the "Huey," commonly referred
to as a ¥5lick." It can carry 10 troops, four litters,
or 2,000 pounds of cargo.

=High Endurance Cutter (USCG) - An ocean-going, Coast
Guard patrol ship. employed on operation MAR-

KET TIME off-shore barrier parcls, The radar-equipped

1I-2-11 et
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=ship is 311 feet long, mounts one 5%/38 gun, six
«50 caliber machine guns, one Mark 10 torpedo
launcher with six torpedos, and two 8l-mm mortars.
The ship has a speed of 19 knots and carries a crew
of 13 officers and 140 enlisted men.

~Cutter {(USCG) - A modified version of the Coast
Guard's offshore, rescue vessel; used extensively
in Operation MARKET TIME. The boat is 82 feet long,
mounts one ,50 caliber machine gun with an 8l-mm
mortar, and four .50 caliber machine guns. The radar-
equipped craft has a speed of 18 knots and a crew of
two officers and nine enlisted men.

=Diving Tender = A non-self-propelled lighter equip-
ped with a deckhouse containing accommodations and
working spaces for a salvage team. ZThe tender is
54= by 260-feet, has a l2-ton crane, and mounts six
.50 caliber machine guns for self-defense. The craft
carries a crew of 15 cfficers and 76 enlisted men.
=Patrol Boat Tender = A non-self-propelled barge
equipped with a large deckhouse containing shops

and maintenance facilities for small craft. Cur-
rently in use in the Mekong Delta supporting PBERs,

the barge has six .50 caliber machine guns and

II=2-12
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~four 8l-mm mortars for self-defense. It carries a
¢rew of four officers and 31 eniisted msn.

=Utility Yard Craft = The newest version of this
craft is called the SKILAK and is capable of car-
rying 330 short tons of dry carge or 86,000 gallons
of liguid cargoe at a speed of 10 knots.

=Repair, Berthing and Messing Barge = A converted
IFNB equipped with a large deckhouse containing
shops and maintenance areas for small craft, and
berthing and miessing facilities for boat crews.

The craft can berth 97 boat-crew perscnnel. The
armament and the size of the permanent crew ars

the same as that of a YFNB.

o

II=2=13 (b

DECLASSIFIED



i s
R

i
S

Biealy

y
pelros
BT o

el
%gé” ﬁ-ﬁé‘i ﬁ
A TS PR S T e
‘ 1@‘,'}?,5‘?}1’_ }:ﬂgﬁ‘ ;
‘ .'.‘Jt-,-“;j-.iu__#(\: L i

o el 1§
%ﬁﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁh
=T, o

‘ *-"‘]fw.. i

el "Jl_-"n G
JEIRE TN
B
%.-.“_@:{F‘
_!’
f'-.‘

B .Iv-; .gﬁ'} VI

= l:‘_T d L . ;,‘.‘\-‘ L

&ﬁagﬁf.ﬁél 3!

,..i' - S Y {%}!—I_“}? -fgé \,(l;

s e

e
'rf@%i .\-%" Aty

iy s
S e

S L
L
el B o
s .-J‘ff‘jtﬁﬁ}"‘#{.‘.—. -1‘%' tﬁ eaiia s '_‘ (it S '.g":- IS T
et A R NS cy e : S e A

Sl ol : k.2 ; . 5\: = \“)?"fpagft

et B _ Pl
o
]

N e
s L AR
o N o A

’ < h

=
s
=

:-""ﬂ{f b o
AT =

L) o
i, Ly oot s
i e | Aty k
R
T

IS,
hls




v MEKONG DELTA
Y N =
Y
' '/_ﬂ\‘ r—'-.i
I.. S .“\--—\..__r""-’—’ \\ 2
; : e .
—R 5. s &
( \"“*)J i KIEN SN I
N Ts,  TUONG ~—-ad
ﬁ MOC

'\-\ TN h

2

e
“ CHAU
" “boc

CHUONG ’
R ./ YUYEN
THIEN S %
- “ v 30C I'HMIE
" 5
el s S
: 7 S < ‘:’
\ - i % L
N . 3 L=l O et
A 7 i i Syl -
AN ! BAC T
XUYEN e LIEU :
Yo YINR LO! //
\\
\
Dm\n_wm

e T
/ © o 20 30 a0
el NAUTICAL MILES

et = “
= s BINH
; “  DUONG
i
HAU g ..._’_
NGHIA g
BAO TRAI
A

!

&
b
~ 8 BIEN HOA
7 n\\'

N\ _RUNG SAT _-
NHA BEQN ~SPECIAL

S,
2
l"._‘
TAN AN o

.,

BilH DAI
SECRET ZOKE

SECREY ZONE

NORTH

SECRET ZONE

SOUTH
CHINA
SEA

SEEF RN EAL

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
CONFDENTAL

st



DECLASSIFIED 5 JUN 1968

e { nclassiflsd upon remsval of enclosures)
SPxCIAL HAHCLING L0850

5P aeinsa3aBle T

- L & - 2 vargg A
Flaslal halisaald

Fram: OComeurnder U, . laval Forces, Vieloaa
ot Commarder in Chisf Y. 3. Pecific Flest (Code 12)

Subj: Us 3. daval Forces, Vistnam lonthly sisiorical Suimary, (a7 15633
submisaion of

gef: (a) CIUCFACFLT lir FFL-1 5750 ser 1/e925 of 2 xtober 137

imels {1 Cosstal Jurveillanee Force Sumsary
{2) aiver Patrel Jorce Sumery
{3) iiverine Assaulil Force lummsry
{i) Zaval (Jvisory Uroup STy
{5) Selscted / 3ych-a3.;>;'ical serations
{6) Uos statistical Sumary
{(7) 7a3/955C Statistieal Sumary

1. In sccerdance with reference {a), enclosuwres {1} tarouch (7) are

submitted,

2. Tha d‘.ﬁn contained in enclosures {6) zrd (7) is based on inlorsation
xilable Lhis crbte and is saoject to revisions zs later inforsszisn is

rot \...ved. ‘:: ad, ‘uzst” nhs 5 enclaosures {6) =zud {7) will be refiected
i cﬁy 8 --.- u:l"ical -r w%nt.
5. T. onng
ief of Stafr
Cozy to

CoMusay (d2iste. Sranch, 343)

o) ("35}-&'}7.3}1,,.)

Iircetor f laval gistory %——’fg\z
' AR

o

e’




DECLASSIFIED DEClace,

s J= e -
- Wedlf i
I 4

COASTAL SURVEIILARNCE FPORCE SUKHARY
Hay 1968

Routine MiRKET TIME activity remained at a high level during May as °

the aggregate of indigencus junk and sampan traffic along the coast and

harbors of Zouth Vietnam reached nesr normal proportions. Fair weather

throughout the major portion of the month 2nd the rslaxation of the more

_ stringent curfew restrictions contributed to the inerease of activity.

In May MARKET TIHE units detectsd 106,493 junks snd sampans; 39,247
of ihese were inspected and 21,521 were boerded. The boardings resulted
in the detention of 752 suspiciocus persons, inciuding 14 Viet Cong

- suspects. In addition, 1,368 steel-hulled craft were detected transit-
ting MARKET TIME aress during the month.

The month's activity siso included providing mumsrous exfiltration/
infiltration patrols in support of ground operations, 357 nsval gunfire
missions snd L6 hostile fire incidenta. As a result of these onera~
tions, 82 en=my structures and 33 jJunks/sampans we:e destroyed. In
addition, 43 Viet Cong were kilied (25 probable),

During the late afternocon of 3 Msy, FCF 73 ressonded to an urzent
\:request. for naval gunfire support from a Vietnamese cutpost L5 miles
northwest of Rach Gia that wezs receiving hostile fire, is the PCF
clossd the baach to render assistance, it reccived nesvy aubomatic-
weapons fire; two .20 ealiber rounds hit the Swift beat, slightly
injuringz one crewman. The PCF commenced firing har .50 ealibsr machine
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gons and &l-mm mortar into the area from which the hostile fire originat-
ed snd suppressed the enemy fire without further incident.

On 5 Hay PCF 78 recsived a esll from the 1lst ¥arine Division Flre
Support Control Center requesting urgent naval guafire in support of
groand troops who were under a mortar and small-arms atback near tre
coast of Thua Thien province, Firing her 8l-mm mortar, in rapid responsa
to the request, the Swift bost destroyed iwo eneay emplacemsnts and
killed two Viet Conge

On 7 May USCGC HMINNETORXA (:#EC 67) responded to 3 reguest from
sector zuthorities and took an estimated Viet Cong company undsr fire
25 miles north-northeast of Ca Meu Point. Firing her 5"/38 gun, the
cutter kiiled thres enemy troops and wounded an estimated 15 more. A
few hours later, a second gunfirs mission by the cutter in ihe saas
general area killed an sdditional four Yiet Cong and wounded saven
others.

On 12 Hay PCF 68, in company with PCF 102, received heavy auto—
matic-weapons and 57-mm recoilless—rifle fire while trying o inveati-
gate a radar targst 30 miles northeast of Ca Hau Foint. The PCPFs were
unablé to suporess the enemy fire and PCF 98 receivéd several bullel
holes as a result of the fire ficht. Three FCF 8 crewmeabsrs were
wounded by shrapnel during the attack,

On 13 May USCGC POINT BANXS closed the beach at Ca Mau Point on an

assigned mission to destroy 2 bridge with naval gunfire. 2s the cutter

Enclosure (1)
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approached the area, personnel and sampans were obssrved in the vicinity

of the bridge. The cutier destroyed the bridge and cleared the surround-

ing area with mortar and machine gun fire and then put ashors 2 landing
party to reconnoiter the area. The landing party reported the bridgs,
& bunker and seven sampans destroyed, and captured a large smount of
food supplies, personal belongings, Viet Cong documents and small-arms
ammunition. All of the captured materizl was either destroyed or

confiscated and later turned over to intelligence personnel.




@Eﬁl&%“ﬁm DECI aceires

a i I KA &

RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY
MAY 1968

4ctivity in the CAME WARDEN area of operation continued at an actlve
pace. As ths PBRs conducted patrols slong the waterways, enemy harass-
ment contimued; however the mmber of rocket attack incidents initiated
by the enemy lessened. In one engagement with the VC on the u;per
Bassac in the vicinity of Chau Doc a PER was struck by two 75-mm
recoilless rifle rounds killing two Havy men, wounding two znd severely
damsging the boat. The OinC of RIVSEC 511 was ons of those killed.
U. S, Navy "Seawolves", piloting their helicopters gunships, continued
to strike enemy positions throughout the Hekong Delta and Rung Sat
Special Zone exacting their toll of enemy casualiies. Un thrue saparaté
occasions zlong the Bassac, Ham luong and Mekong Rivers the zrmed heli-
copters killed 44 VC. The enemy, attempting to counter this dreaded air
threat, scored several hits on the helicopters inflicting minor damage
and on one occasion killed a door gummer snd wounded a pilot. The SZils
contimied their stealthful forays into enemy~-controlied areas collecling
valuable intelligsnce and initiating ambushes sgainst the Communist
insurgents. On 14 May, a S2iL scuad engsged in 2 fierée firefight with
82 well-disciplined and ecuilpped Viet Cong troops along the Cambodian
border, zbout 12 miles southwest of Chau Doc. JHavy "Seawolves™ and an
Army aireraft supported the 53:Ls ground Tighting. The enemy troops

that had crossed the bowmisr from Cambodia sustained casualties of
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2L killed and 40 wounded., There were no friendly casualties. However,
another platoon operating on the upper Ham Luong River four miles east
southeast of Cho Lach sustained heavy casualiies, on the morning of 15
May. Just as the SEALs were preparing to land from their supporting
ICPL 2 violent explosion of unknown origin occurred, killing one SEAL
and wounding seven others. A CAM3S WARDEN support LST, USS JENNINGS
COUNTY conducted H& I fire on 9 May in an area of V0 aetivity north of
~ Phau Vinh, along the Co Chien Ziver. The ship's 4O0-mm cannon fire bar-
rage killed 17 Viet Cong and wounded three. During the month the number
of enemy initiated incidents on the Long Tau shipping channel rose and
~ was indicative of the enemy's aim to intensify the harassment of frisndly
i\shipping on this vital waterway. There were ten attacks made zgainst
merchant ships flying the flag of the U. 3., Japsn, England and the
. Philippdines., There were two mining atiemots, with the remainder being
automatic weapons Iand rocket attacks. In all instances PBHs3, Nevy and
frmy helicopters were rapidly on the scene suppressing the eneay fire.
During the attack on the British merchantman ANCO QU:EN on 19 Hay,
five PER sallors were wounded in the ensulng firsfight with the eneay.
PP troops landsd at the ambush site killed 11 Vist Ccné and capturad
two 122-=mm rockst launchers of 2 very simple design. Damags sustained to

the merchant ships in all incidents was minor. On 1 May five mors Piiis
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re 2s3signed to CTF CIBARWATER in I CTZ to reinfores the river security
on the Cau Tiet River, the vital logistics route lo Dong Ha. This now
brings to 15 the number of PBAs operating in ICTZ (10 at Tam Ky and 5
at Cua Viet), FPive more boats are scheduled in the near future. Cn
3 ‘{ay P3Rs commenced operations on the upper Bassac in the vicinity
of Chau Doc and the upper Mekong in the vicinity of Tam Chau. The
2ssigned mission was %o show ths presence of U. S. Naval foreses,
curtail the infiltration of arms, smuo snd explosives, collect
intelligence, conduct psyops, enforce the curfew and render necessary

assistanes to U. 3. and V¥ Porces in cese of & 7¢ attack.
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During the wmonth of Fay, the Vict Long initizted several azbushes
azzinst the heavily arzed zunboats of the diF. & most-operative evalua—
tion of the extensive roekst asbushes encounisr:d on 2¢-27 day in the
Ciong Troa district of Xlen @oa provinee indicated tmit b fiet Cong
were firing st the boais while far back {rom the river banks, FPresumably
this was in recoznition of the ooats' direct fire power amd flazethrower
capabilities. As a2 rssult, there wers an unusualiy large nuaber of
misses; otherwise, the dasgs amd personnel losses would have weed zmch
greater.

on 8 day, 14 Savymen were wounded in iwo separate axpushes of KaD
91 units, along the 2a Lai river eizht miles southeast of #y ho. In
the Tirst attaci, two monltors ang twd ASrJS were siruck with highly
accurste 2iu=7 rocxkeb and 75~ recoiiless-rifls amd autommlic~wean:
Zire, wounding Jyur sallors and causing odernia $o heavy dasspe an all
four eraft. suout an howr lsver, & asnitor and a flume=throwdng tooop
corrier sustained 1i.t decage when assailed with recoilless-rifie amd
sutomtice-weapons fire fros toe saze general area as Lue {irst ztback.
Ten Havymen wers wowded in vhis ctiack wnlls enswy casuzlities were
undetersin.d in outh encounters. wanwhile, the assaulb forces of the
4.7 econtinued their reconnalssance-in-firee ogperailion against the ey
munist insurzents in Kiea ioa province., Ine cumulative resalts of the

Znclosure {3)
GioUP &4

Dyamgr.ded at 3 year intervals
Geclassified afber 12 jesrs




four—day operation (8-11 zy) azounted o 18 Vist
estroyed and six weapons caplured. Us Se ary 1o
killzg ord 1}1 wounded.

on 14 Jay tne i eocwmrenced 3 Lwo-baticlion o

Xien Uoa province to locate and engage elements of

Battalisn. The next day, they established heavy c

vong kiiisd, LD cunkers

sses were bwo soldiers

psration near o G2y in
the viet Cong 51l&th

antact with 2 well-

entrencred sneny and killed 48 ruerrillas in 2 day=lsng uattile three
o -

ailes southwest of % Caye. The i Cay operation (14-16 iy) resulied in

the death of 37 ensumy combatants, -hile Iriendly

fyrees suffersd the loss

52 six soldiers znd had 14 wore wounded. Iuring this perisd, ihere were

alss {our sailors wunded in 3 series of riverire aubushes.

4ased an inlelligence sstimates that a lucrative tarzet existed in

the arca southeast of Uan Ciouc in long An province--the southern approach

1o Saigon—the 27 luunched strike opersiions on 1

4

Hiverine usniits of the HiF eonducted waterulocks as

tre area Sust 12 wiles south of Ssipgon, killing &3
o ?

-

s

turing iive

"1

izoners wnd seizing 52 sus.eclse @

91 units wers iavelved in 2 heated s:iraish when

bobthn Lanks of the io Camsl lfive aliss east of Jan

7 Hay into the arsa.
the ground forces swegl
iist Comys whils cape

the nsxt afternoon, Rib

they wsre « Dashed from

Gisuc in iong An prove

ince. The Da:ts, which were ia bhe pmecess of landing troaps, suz; ressed

Lhe iuntense enens rire while tihie troops continued

thelr landing; however,

14 sailors and one soldler wers wounded in the atiaex. 48 usual in these

znelasurs (3)
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depsely folioted and resiricicd walerways, eneay casualties couid not be
deternined; however, the total canemy losses for tne two-day ozerstion
were 126 Viel Long killed, 180 bunikers destroyed, five prisoners and 22
weapons caplured. U, Se forces had six soldiers killed, and 33 ==n
wounded, 1li of wiom were Lavys=ea.

Jdn 26 fay ike YBF commenced riverine operationps in the Ciong Irom
district of Zisa iva province to locate and destrsy the Viet Conz 573th
Main Force Sattalion. In a series of sitterly conSested asoushes along
the Ben Tre river zud the ng Husnz strean eiéht =iles soputheast 2l Zden
ire, the riverine craft were subjected to repezted rocket/recoillsss
rifie atiack on 206-27 ay. There wers two sailors killed and 23 avyzen
wounced in seven sepsrabe amdbushes whieh zls> caused light to heavy
battle damage to 14 riverire uniss of the XF. U. Ze Aray Doress had
eight ipfantrysen killed and 26 sen wounded. Zrnewy losses amaunied to
L1 xilled, 66 sunkers destroyed, four priscners capiured 2nd 30 sustects

detained for Jurtier interrogation.
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furingz the month the Flest Comuand had a deily svers:e oI 23.8 ships
syatloble and ezployed aa average of 22 delly. ihese shins provided 70
sunfire suppord missisnse. A% Yhe same tiss ihs Coastul Fores bad an
average of 183,54 junks svailable and employed an average of 133.2 of them
daily. Tne Sals utilized 141 of their 147.3 svsiladle craft during &y,
deanwhile :he six infantry batizliions sand ous artillery battalion of the
VIAC were comaititsd to operatisns 100 percent o[ the tize.

Tusk Force A, composed of the lat, 5th ond 6bh infantry Sstialions,
V%, continued Oper tion Tiid InaiG under ibs operstional control of the
Cupital #ilitary Jdstrict throushout the mnth. Heavy enewy contzed was

made a8 Lhe $a40 =oughl oub wie Larassing sneny ensconced in northeast
Saizon. Luriag the carly wrmdag hours of ) #e7, ssch bat #ilon of the
task fores received coordinsted srownd aad Pt p attocks wb Liheir ree
spacuive fositions on the northsast perisser of Jaigone -epsliln;
abhoCcks, hw batlalisns n.de sweeps of ie sreas of Lullle, Ciulaliga
£obsl of 53 emeny killed, Drur Jiet Uong copiured and ons sus ect de-

."’

talneds The Voo suffered five killed zad 17 wourded Bhial daye & 3ine

ilor encounser on 31 sy bub of crecter szpnitude saw the sk “orce :
pitted sgainst an estimtbed bwd sheay satisliuna sear ihe slen Lol bridge

is northesst Saigone Aldhouzh =% tne elose of the day the engnsesest had

GiUP &
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not been brolen, the V'K zcesunted for 131 of the enemy killed during
this first day of b:ttle.

Tusk Force B, the 3rd and ith Infantry satialions, rewsined in IV
Corps Tactieal Zone under the operstional eonirol of the ARTE 2lst Ine
fantry sattalion, seconuaissance in foree sad ambush operztions were
conducted daily; lizht contact was mde with the eneay. Hetarning from
operations with the ¥ in IV Corps Tactical Zone on 10 May, the Znd
Sattalion conducted search and clear operaztions in Cholan, scutawest o
Saigon, for tihe resainder of the mooth. The battalion experienced mod-
erate enemy contact undil 29 May wien, in comdbined force wiin 25VH units,
the VN#C engsged an undebermined nuaber of ibe enemy. Just &s Task Foree
i to the northeast, this batielion was weglng baitle 33 the ronis drew to
a close. & reported cumlative total of enemy dead by 31 Say was 270.
soeupabte resulls are uot «voilapie b this writiag.

M 5 ey, ¥ik POA €11 went rard aground while on pstrol near tne
» =

i

morthern tip of Fhu wuse island, 25 wiles sorth of o Thol. The siripts
stern wa2 iupaled oa rock fsrantions; tie radder, screds, nn i sbruls were
torn f =nd 21l after cosmpartsents wers {lioded. Jhile awaitlop salvage
cssistance, the ship was stripped of =1l ordnuncs, communicatlons erulp-
ment and other salvageable items, ~fber en initiazl survey was .ade by &

salvage officer fron G-l Detacenment Vunz Tew, USo LLilis (.53 23) uas

dispstensd o eonuuet salvege operstions. 4ssiztine in the sazlvage

inclasure (L)
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operabions and providing a vital deterrent [orce szaingl snsny ai;t.ack
were wiits of the Vi patrol [oreesy & VAL uliicer was in charge of the
Yxi salvage operstions, fter Uwo 2nd sne=half days of zround ibe claek
sunping and patehing, operatlons wers elizmxed when the VNN 704 €00
pulled the stricxen vessel free of the rocks, Lbil/idi then towed the
PGH Yo Jung {asu, while puzpling continued on Lhe still flooding, though
sfloat shipe .n 15 Hay, the Vil 133L 225 rﬁ;iavud Saniviit of her tow
and Lhe FG4 was brought to the VAN shipyard in Sslgon where tie extensive
rerairs wers oegun by VNN shipouilders.

Hiver Assault Croups of the 4th Riverine irsa econbinued supporting
AEYH troops during the month conducting the Jperation TRUIK € 3G DIRH
series. OFf siznificant note were Uw» zuch op rations, TRUNG CONG DIE
7/58/14 and T4l LG C MG DIRE snf9/22 whieh cumalatively yielded 332
enemy killed, flve Viet Conz cagtured z2nd a coantibty »f cnemy weapons
ard eruiiownt seized, C(omiucted on 24y day zlong the $ho foa canal in
Go Long Province, 25 miles south=southwest of saigon and on 13 Zay along
the Hha ‘an Canal, four niles east of 5a cee respectively, 1:Gs A, 33,
2¢, 31 and 33 provided zouils support, blsciing and yatroling operatlions,
sunfire support end retractisn for the ARVL Tih a2od 9*&1 Infantry bivie
sions during the waphicious assaulis. Friendiy losses were 22 AEVE

trosps xilicd ard 45 wourded.
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Psycholszical operations were continusd by 1l nzval units in thelr
rsspective operatisnal areas of responsibility during the monihi. A
Fsychological Jperations Conferernce was held at Cam Ranh Say on 25-26
“ay and attended by lavy representatives from Mavy units turoushout Lhe
Republic. It was itie consensus of ihe atilerdecs thaet the havy nad nade
definite inroads in the fisld of psycholsgzical operalions and trat efforts
were achieving sonze desirsd results. It was alsoa conferente consensus
that cebier orzanizatisn and authorized psyosp perscanel mist be {orthe
coxming if & trauly progressive ard eontinuous psyop prograa is to be
schieved. There were nine eneasy troops that rallied W naval eraft in
says three in I CIZ, near the Dii, five in II CTZ that hailed PCFs and
sne in I7 CT2 that raliied to a #GRe leallet #istribution and surface
zroadeaats continued 1o be the main avenue of zddressing the varisus
tarzet sudiences. Oa 15 &y, however, TP 116 "Zis assisted in ihe
execuiion of the IV CTZ ()8DS-initiated peration # ATIXI. The miss=ion
of the operatisn was bLo reach the people in the elta thmt lived in areas
cozpletely controlled by the V0. The Fifils floated plastic packages,
containing psyop waterial and small #ifts, into the rivers and canals
leading ialo the Jiet vongecontrolled areas allowing tha tide Lo carry
the packagses to the targeted areas. inrass-ent of lavy uoals conduciing

psyop missions eontinued st an acCelersled pace. it was stated by a PSR
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sailar that "if you wanted to draw enewy fire starc sroadeasting.”

In the “ield »f Civie actian nuval units mosily dirscted thelr
effsrts to aldins the Vietnasese rebuild vattle~dasaged homas wrought by
viet Long asszults. In most cases the Navy.en provided technical exper—
tise and material to assist in those self-help projects coordinated with
Vietnumese local officials. #EiCArs were carried out by naval units and
in the iban Zang area aiome, in 1I O74, Jeabee lean 6201 treated 2,370
patients during the month. In Cuang fri frovince, oesbess of 10U 1O
presented a total of seven 8w bicyeles and numercus sacks of cezent o
a protestant church-orphanage, & Catholie mission and a Suddhist Pagoda

as = token of their friendship. 4s a result of ohe H7af¥C ntiack on

]
W
[
4
cr
o
3

Jaigon in early iay, meny eivilians wers killed and Liedlr hox
t5 artillery from both sides, In srder {5 resiore tie i, e lmgs whish
suffered in Uistriets 6 amd 2 of Saigom primarily, 2 crasn cleanup znd

peildup crograa =as xﬁi*“tEd Oy C.aU3M3LV with hea participation o
F P

#d 5i.
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a2y 1968

b . .emmded
e. Captured
de Hissing
Loemy materisi losses:
a. Lastroyzd:
(1) Junks or sampans

62 U33/108 Usawee
9

&

aERAT TINE CAME YARDEN bobile Diverine force
Tetections 137,361 112,189 #
inspections 43,172 23,212 *
Sosrdings 21,619 48,633 * .
Craft detained % #* o
Fersons detained 752 553 314
Viet Cong suspsects 1, 53 %
Eastila fire incidents L6 a3 %
Znemy casualiies:
4, £Killed 43 (25 prod) 207 261
bs wounded 25 (23 prob) 26 *
ce Gaptured # 22 11
Uss casusliises:
a. Hilled 5 3 USN/23 Usaw®
30
0
0

QOO

0

8y
[
%

{2) Structures 204 518

b. Ca;‘hm :
(1) Junks o>r sapans = 7 0
(2) #eapons #* # Slvank
(3) Ammunition {r>unds) #* #* 2,550y
(&) tice {tons) % ® 0

C. Lamsged:
(1) Junks or sasans 16 220 0

(2) Structurss &2
Ush materlal 1osses:
8. L=stryed:
(1) surface craft
(2) Helicopters
be ILamazed:
(1) curface craft 3
{2) Hslicopters *
S48 aissions #

a
~J
P
N

o

¥

rltl ‘(\){ O
L8]
hee

1

-

Herarus:
Tnfsmastion aobt applicable or not awelilible iids date.
sne USH XIs was non-hosiile, In additlon inree sailsprs and seven
soldiers drowned.
#3% Tyn US4 soldliers wounded in non~hostile zetion,
#e#® [peludes three grencdes and 13 mines.
s#%%% Includes Lb mortar, rocket sud reesilless rifle rounds.

X3
*
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YNN/VHEC STATISTICAL SUDHMARY

May 1968
VIETHAMESE MAVY:
Ssarched Detained
Coastal Force JUNKS Paopla JUnKs Peonle
135 28,129 83,139 4 175
II 852 21,178 69,526 38 254
IiI 82 13,290 50,960 2 37
I B2 6,433 22,555 9 6
Sub-totals 69,030 216,180 60 L72
FTlest Command
Patrol Ships 1,884 8,655 1 16
Riverine Araa
Craft &0 28,353 o 5
Totals 71,498 253,128 61 453

JICTHAMESS MARINT CORPS3
VC/NVAr KIA 768 VG CAPTIRID 62
s KIi 88  WIA 427 MIA A

G3¥C: WIA 2

CRUGP 4
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