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COAS SURVE NCE FO
August 1968

The month of August found MARKET TIME units at a new high level of
harassing enemy positions and movement as well as supporting friendly
ground forces along the coast of South Vietnam, Between 16 and 23 August
& new weekly mark of 224 naval gunfire missions established, more than
normally carried out in an entire month during the first three years of
Operation MARKET TIME, Efforts to obtain more reports of gun damage
assessment also began to pay off during August and are reflected in
statistics on enemy forcess In total, 859 naval gunfire missions were
conducted in response to tactical intelligence and in support of friendly
forces, This total included 29 incidents in which hostile fire on surveil-
lance units were suppressed and 27 cases in which evading junks or sampans
were taken under fire,

Indigenous fishing activity and coastal shipping were slightly below
their normal seasonal levels for August as early autumn tropical storms
brought unfavorable weather. During the month MARKET TIME units made a
total of 94,194 detections of junks and sampans in their patrol areas.
0f these detections, 46,757 were inspected and another 21,155 were boarded
and searched. An effort was made to obtain more effective enforcement of
restricted zones through the destruction of craft belonging to repeated
violators. Additional surveillance results included 1,130 detections of
steel~hulled craft transiting MARKET TIME areas., All were determined to
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be non-suspicious through 700 inspections and 62 boardings.

During a patrol on 7 August PCF 21 observed a concermtration of 50
to 75 persons on the beach sbout 20 miles northwest of Chu Lai on four
oceasions., The personnel dispersed each time the "Swift" boat approached.
A navel gunfire mission was authorigzed by sector authorities after an air-
borne spotter was called to investigate and noted tumnnels and bunkers in
the treeline., An estimeted 25 enemy were killed or wounded as PCF 21
saturated the area with morter and machine gun fire., Two days earlier the
same craft had killed 5 Viet Cong as they attempted to evade at a point
several miles north of Guang Ngai.

Shortly after midnight on 10 August PCE 31 was coutacted by Detach-
ment 4 of Combined Acbion Company O located near Chu Iai 10 miles east
of Hue. The detachment wes under heavy machine-gun and grenade atiack
and recuested urgent illumination and gunfire support. The "Swilft" boat
was joined by PCF 39 and USS CLARION RIVER (LSMRA09) in defeating the
eneny attack. With the LSMR delivering the bulk of the destructive fire
and the "Swilt® boats illuminating, 37 structures were destroyed amd 1l
Viet Cong killed. lumerous blood trails and drag murks were also observed
during a follow-up sweep of the area,

At a point 30 miles south of Quang lNgai on the morning of the 17th a
sampan with 4 persons on board attemplted to evade USCGC POINT DUME., Three
of the occupants successfully evaded over a sand dune, however, the fourth
was pinned down and captured by the cutter's small boat. Upon capture the
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man, age about 36 and carrying mo identificgtion papers, stated a desire
to Chieu Hoi,

On ﬂ hAugust USCGC MINMETONKA (WHEC6T) joined in an operation against
a Viet Cong base ares near the mouth of the Ong Doc River, Other HARKET
TIME units pgrticipated with PCFs 72, 93 and 38 in support of an assault
involving fized wing air strikes, Vietnamese Mavy Coastal Group 41 units,
a Hegional Porce company, and a Popular Force platoon., After fueling the
RSwift" boats in the early morning the cutter commenced firing in support
of the coastal group Jjunks and "Swift® boats as they headed for the objec-
tive with the troops & miles up the river, Following the group sweep
HINNETONEA covered the return of the assault force down the river, During
the day the cutter destroyed 16 sampans, damaged & structures and 16 other
sampans, and covered L areas of enemy trenches. The operation at a cost of
one friendly wounded netted two Viet Cong killed, three Viet Cong captured,
mmerous captured documents and four weapons, and one family desiring to
Chien Hoi,.
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMMARY
August 1

Enemy setivity continued at 2 low level during the early part of
the month as the Viet Cong avoided major contact with allied forces.
Although it was surmised that the enemy had commenced its third offen-
sive around the 20th of August, enemy initiated attacks against GAME
WARDEN Forces were minimal, There were 3 Navymen killed and 23 wounded
by the enemy, while casualties inflicted on the commnist aggressors
totaled 88 KIA and 5 WIA. One helicopter gunship crashed, and was later

destroyed when it was determined to be unsalvageable, after beimg hit
by enemy ground fire. Four crewmembers were injured in the erash that
occurred on 25 Augnst, 6 miles east of Tan Chau.

Throughout the month TF 116 units continued to maintain pressure
on the enemy so as to thwart his efforts to regroup and execute an
effective major offensive. As the PBR's alertly patrolled the rivers
and canals disrupting the enemies lines of communication, the SEALs
conducted attacks against Viet Cong base camps and commo-liaison routes
making the movement of troops and supplies a difficult chore for the
enemy forces,

Attacks against friendly shipping on the Long Teu shipping channel
increased to the second highest number this year whem eight incidents
occurred. Although the enemy was active, his attacks were also ineffec-

tive for there was no stoppage of traffiec. In all cases damage was
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minimsl; however one crewman on the 53 TRANSGLUBE was killed. The ships
attacked were: 5SS SOUTHPORT II on 10 August, the British tanker CALTEX
HEWCASTLE, 5SS LAKEWOOD VICTORY and the USS CIBAO on the 22nd, the S3
TRANSNORTHER, carrying ammo, on the 25th, the 55 TRANSGLOBE on two
separate occasions on the 30th and the Japanese ship I0TOKU MRU also
on the 30th. In addition to the attacks on the Long Tau, the USHS LI
ROBERT CEAIG and 55 SANTA MUNICA were hit, while unloading ammo at Cat
lai, with only minor damage resulting. Reaction forces responding to
the SOUTHPORT II attack killed 20 Viet Cong.

On 2 August a PBR inspecting a beached sampan was hit by a B-40
rockel that wounded all five crewmen. The incident occurred about 5 miles
south-southwest of Nha Be, on the Soirap River, in the same area where the
patrol had intercepted and captured an invading sampsn earlier that day.
The oecupants of the captured sampan had escaped leaving behind an AK-47
rifle and three B-40 rockets. During a SEAL/PRU operation conducted
31 July - 2 August, in Chou Doc Province near the Cambodian border, one
SEAL was killed and another was wounded by a booby trap gremade, The
friendly forces withdrew from their mountain objective area located 22
miles northwest of Rach Gia when it was evident that the mission couldn't
be completed without heavy casualties due to the well entrenched enemy.
During another SEAL/PRU operation held late on the evening of 15 August
another SEAL was killed and one wounded when a recon patrol tripped a
booby trap during action 12 miles southeast of Ben Tre. In another
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action seen the same day 7 miles southwest of Go Cong, the 3EALs and
PRUs turned the tide of battle and killed 17 Viet Cong and captured
one during a raid on a political training school,

On the morning of 20 August, the hazards of war were felt by the
SEALs of Team Detachment "G" Juliett Platoon when a patrol sustained
heavy casualties when they were taken under fire by their own ambush
element 9 miles northwest of Mo Cay. Warrant Officer Eugene S, TINNIN,
the patrol leader, was killed and four others were wounded. One VN LDNN
wes also wounded in the tragic mishap, WO-1 TINNIN was buried at sea off
the coast of EVN on 29 August per his earlier stated desires.

On 20 August PBR's from My Tho stopped and boarded a water taxi about

4 miles southeast from their base for a routine inspection. After finding
6 bottles of penmicillin in a carrying bag, the zlert patrol officer, LTJG
GILBERTSON, ordered a search of all packages/containers in the boat. Ten
thousand dollars worth of U. 5. medicines were discovered. Three women and
an eight year old boy were detained.

On 24 August SEAls and PRUs teamed up once zgain to conduct an operation
against a Viet Cong hospital and grenade factory located about & miles south-
east of Go Cong near the mouth of the My Tho River. In the ensuing encounter
with the enemy the friendly forces killed 32 Viet Cong and destroyed 4O
structures. There were no friendly casualties.

About 8 miles northeast of Vinh Long at 2320 on the 27th, a PBR patrol

intercepted two sampans with 24 Viet Cong aboard attempting to mske 2 river
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crossing, When the PBRs illuminated the area all occupants of the sampans
plunged into the water. At the same time an undetected sampan with four
Viet Cong opened fire. The patrol took the enemy under fire at ranges as
short as 3 = 4 feet; soon no one was observed swimming. Nine Viet Cong
bodies were counted floating, but due to the heavy concentration of fire
it was highly probable that the remeinder had also been killed and sunk
from view. On 29 August a PBE patrol was attacked about 12 miles southeast
of Vinh Long. One sallor died from 2 penetrating head wound received in

the firefight.
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ipbIlE RIvEgine g
August 19

mring the early part of the month the Mobile Hiverine Force con-
ducted & highly successful riverine aperition in the Chuong Thien and
Klen Glang iroviaces of the “mkonz Deltz, On 4 August the forces of
HitF 4LFA extended their protracted operations into the Viet Cong-infested
territory of the U-inh Forest 48 miles southwest of Cen Tho. This
venture wes the first sllied ms jor ground oper-tion into the enemy
hayen in more than 4 decade, One of the most significant events of
the month ogcurred during & series of vicious Viel Coag ambushes along
the La Mo Cansl aud Can Tho 2iver on & Aygpst when the riverine units
and artillery barges amiﬁentsuy killed/injured a considerzble mumber
of Vietnemese eivilisans and wilitarymen who were caught in the énfilade
of the boats.

On the Pirst day of the month EiD 111 lifted the 4/LTth Infantry
Battalion (Inf, 5n.) to an arez near the Hga Ba Cai Tau Stresm 16 wiles
southwest of Vi Thanh in Ghuong Thien Province where they immediately
discovered two larye caches of weapons and awmnition, Included in the
cache were: 55 weapons, 249 sremades, 51 mrtar rounds, 24 mines and 9
rocket rounds,

Phe following duy riverine craft of %4Ds 91 and 131, with embarked
ARVE broops, were ambushed aeer the iutersection of the Cal ¥mt Stresm
and Cai Tu niver Prwiles southwest of Vi Thanh. Dme Nuvyman wos kKilled

and 11 other sailors were wounded Ly the B-40 rocket and automatic weapons
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fire, while AZVN casualties amounted to 2 killed and 19 wounded. Four
ATCYs were dexaged during the swrprise attack.

n 3 August wats of Rab's 92 und 112 were alixcked on the Caa Tho
Biver 7 miles west-southwest of Can Tho by enesy recoilless-rifle and
auteuatic-wewpons fire, There were three sailors wounded during the
swbush, one of whom died of his wounds later that evening.

The next day MRG ALPA launched a riverine/airBobile attack inio
the S-Minh Forest, following in the wake of three b=52 strikes. Upera-
tions in the ares continued until 7 August when HRG ALFA concludea almost
nine days of coatinuous operations by discovering 2 moderabe-sized arms
and ammnition cache which included 18 weapons, 49 aséorted mines, and
sixteen 60-mm mortar roumds. While returming %o the ERB the assault
craft of HAD 111 were ambushed twice with recoilless-riiles and small
arms on the Xa No Chmal and Can Tho River 9 miles wouthwest of Uan tho.

Cumilative results ior the period (30 July - 8 August) were: 244
killed; 116 ounkers destrayed; 101 suspects detained, of whom lU were
prisoners—of-war; 31 Hoi Chanhs rallied; and & total of 205 weapous,

725 mortar/rocket/recoillsss-rifle rounds, 119 miscellaneous mines,
813 grenades znd over 45,000 rounds of smelie-arss amasunibvion capuured
a.zd]ﬂr destroyed,

On 8 August boats of RAD 92, transporting vhe 4/47uh iaf. on., were
assailed by a fusillade of enemy rockets and machine-gun buliets in & known

Viet Cong aszbush area on the Xa No Camal, just south of Lhe Can Tho aaver.
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They suppressed the enemy fire with all weapons. Subseguent to the ambush,
it was reported that 29 persons were killed and 27 wounded in the Phuong
Dien Village market place 1 miles from the ambush site., Later that same
evening on the outskirts of a friemdly village, the Viet Cong struck again,
This ambush occurred 7 miles southwest of Can Tho when RAD 91 eraft, with
the 3/60th Inf, Bn, embarked, were attacked by heavy automatic-weapons and
rocket fire, One ATC was deliberately begehed to keep it from sinking.

One hour later the artillery barges with their riverine escort were
hit by rocket and 75~mm recoilless-rifle fire while transiting the Can Tho
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River 4 miles southwest of Can Tho in the vieinity of the Cai Rang Bridge.
The artillery barges, carrying over 1,000 rounds of 105-mm howitzer amsmuni-
tion in an open storage area, lowered their howitszers and laid down a bare

rage of deadly "Beehive" artillery fire into the ambush positions. Shortly
after the initial attack, the escorting eraft which were interspersed amongst
the three-mile colummn of boats, reported being under attack and returned
the fire with their .50 caliber machine guns and 20-mm and 40-mm cannons.
A number of Vietnamese civilians and militarymen in the town of Cai Rang
were caught in the crossfire which resulted in 43 dead (1 ARVH and 42 civile
ians) and 177 wounded (15 ARVN and 162 civilians). This area has been the
scene of frequent ambushes in the past few days.

On 15-16 August 6 riverine craft were damaged and 26 sailors and 5
soldiers of MAG ALFA were wounded, when ambushed in three separate incidents

by enemy rocketeers and machine gunners from both banks of the Sen Tre River
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4 miles south of Ben Tre in Kien Hoa Province, Two days later RiDs 91
and 111 craft were attacked in two ambushes along the Hai Muoi Tam Canal
in Dinh Tuong Province about 6-8 miles northwest of Cai Be, There were
3 Navymen killed, 1 sailor declared missing in action and 29 wounded and
"medevaced,” while U. 3. Army losses amounted to 2 soldiers killed and
53 wounded during the two devastating ambushes. There were six assault
craft damaged, three of them heavily as a result of the two ambushes,
During the period 18-19 August, enemy losses amounted to 41 Viet Cong
killed,
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HAVAL AUVISO JP SUMMARY
August 1

FOREIGH MATIONALS

The VMH iiver Patrol Group (RPG) 51 redeployed on 1 August to
regular patrols on the Dong iai Hiver after completing its training
phase in the ESSZ. The VN Navy's assumption of one day and 2 night
patrols along the critical river east of Saigon relieved the U, 3.
flavy's FBEs of twoethirds the patrol area, One U. S. enlisted advisor
has been assigned tw each river graft as the Viil sailors perform the
vital funclion of inspecting river traffic and maintaining area security
on the perimeters of Saigon. In addition, the PSRs provide guanfire
support to land treops during operations to halt the enemy's flow of
men and materisls ianto the capitol area,

Vinh Long base 2aG 23/31 participated in two operations of
note this month aloug the Mang Thit/Mieholai Cenal in Vinh Long
Province, Operation WUYET CHILN/SD 9/5 was an asseult operation ¢
conducted on 1l and 12 August by ARVW Ranger and Heconnaissance
units in the area south of the cenal and west of the Go Chienm River.
Thirteen RAG eraft provided mobility, river blociking and bank security
to the ground forces during the two-day operation. The enemy was
located and overwhelmed; 22 ARVN soldiers suffered wounds while 18
Viet Cong were killed, 23 were taken prisomers amd 6l suspect were

detained. In addition to the numerous weapons, ammucivion aml war

materials captured, 15 ARVH soldiers, held captive by the enemy, were
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Liverated as & result of this operation. CUYEY CHIZW/SD 9/8 was

an ARVE probe of Vinh long Frovince on 21 Jugust., Just as the BAG
convoy of 1l boats were off=-loading Pth 4iVE soldiers 12 miles south®
southeast of Vish Loag City, the enemy opened fire with 5-40 and B-il
rockets, @mallesrms aand autommtic-weajpons fire {rom both banks of the
canal. After suppressing the fire and lsnding the troops, the HAG
¢raft moved in & northessterly direction to medevac wounded and again
wore attscked fiom the north bank., Havy "Seawdlves” covered the air
medevac and transil of the VBN boats %o the Co Chien River where PHils
took up escort. OUne FOM and one soniter were in tow, huving susitsined
damaging enexy {ire; 4 VEH sailors were killed snd 18 were wounded.
Uround Woops discovered 4l enesy bedies durisg their follow-up sessp
of the area satwrated Ly the air and naval gunfire.

The six infantzy bettalions and one artillery battalion of the
VEMC with their USKU sdvisors were commitbed to operatiocns 100 per-
cent of the tise. In conbrast % last mouth's heavy engagessnt
reported (the 5th battalion recorded 71 enmesy killed on 30 and 31
duly), this month proved to be relatively umeventful for all battel-
ions. Task Foree 4, sperating in IV Corpe Iacticsl Zoane under the
operational cuitrol of the Zlst 2aVN Infamtry BSivision, wns composed
of the éth Iafuntry Sattelion and the 5th Battalion, which joined the
task force on 8 August having left W&F operstions. Tesk Fores B
remained in the Capitol ilitery Distriet conducting Operstion TO&H
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THANG in northeast Saigon snd was composed of the lst, 2nd, 3rd and
Lth battalions, Lzeh task force smployed smail unit patrols which
reported negligible ensuy conbtact, but comtributed Lo the deterreant

effect on eneny movement throughout their areas of operation.
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Psyehologoeal and Civic Action Operstions

The major psyop efforts during the month was directed to the
exploitation of the VC/NVA THIED Offensive. With the offensive
imminent, all naval units developed active psyop programs to bolster
the populace and to exploit the vulnerabilities generated or incurred
by the VG/NVA. Lessons learned from the Tet and 5 May offensives
provided many themes for exploitation. Several items were: failure
of the populous to rise up and support the attacks; heavy losses
sustained by the VC/NVA in both attacks; and discrepancies between
VC/NVA indoetrination and reality regarding ARVN/allied fighting spirit.
Heavy emphasis was also directed to Chieu Hoi themes. During the month
there were at least 92 speaker missions conducted with a number of the
missions drawing hostile fire. There were 10 Holi Chanhs that rallied
to naval units with TF 116 accounting for seven. In one incident PBiis,
reacting quickly to intelligence informetion regarding potential Viet
Cong ralliers, picked up four Hoi Chanhs east of Sa Dec on 14 August.
On 18 August a rallier disclosed the location of 100 Viet Cong near Qui
Nhon. Pollowing the commencement of the Third Offensive, naval units
capitalized on the repeated losses and failures of the snemy to achieve
victories.

Civic action was also paramount in the planned operations of all

units, Every opportunity was taken to continue the building of the GVN
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image and support of revolutionary development, MEDCAPs continued to
be the best media to gain the support of the people. More prevalent
were combined MEDCAPs where U.S. and VNN medical personnel worked as

a team. During the conduct of 97 reported MEDCAPs over 23,400 patients
were treated, The teams were well received and the villagers continued
to provide valuable intelligence on Viet Cong activity.

During one MEDCAP conducted on 21 August a combined team composed of
an AMA doctor, two Navy corpsmen, one U.S5. Army medic and & VN doctor hiked
two miles through paddies and jungle to reach an obscure village about 6
miles east of Ben Tre. The team, accompanied by security forces, treated
over 192 persons in the area where no MEDCAPs had ever been held before.

The night before, four Viet Cong were killed in the vicinity of the MEDCAP
location by PF troops. The success of the MEDCAP was considered a victory
for the allied effort., In Phong Dinh Province, at two hamlets loeated

about 5 miles southwest of Can Tho, TF 116 psyops personnel in coordination
with other local VR and U.5. officials distributed 225 special prepared
school kits to needy school childrem. The kits also contained pro=GVi psyop
appeal geared to the children's level of understanding. The program was
well received by the children and much appreciated by the VN school officials.
In Qui Nhon TF 115 personnel conducted a series of projects at the Save the
Children Center, a hospital/rehebilitation center for children meintained by
British volunteers. Cleaning, painting and repairs wes the order of the day.
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HARKE? TIME
Detections 95,324
Inspections 47,457
Boardings 21,217
Craft detained *
Persons detained 1,140
Viet Cong suspects 15
Hostile fire incidents 29
Enemy casualties:
ae Killed 91(BG)+99(EST;
be Wounded 5(BC)+25(EST
ce Captured 18
USH casualties:
de Killed 3
b, Wounded 3
Ce Laptured 0
d. iissing 0
Enewy material losses:
as Destroyed:
(1) Junks or sampans 185
(2) structures 290
be GCaptured:
(1) Junks or sampans #*
(2) Weapons 10
(3) Ammunition (rounds) 100
(4) Rice (tons) *
ce Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans 319
(2) Structures 431
USH material losses:
as Destroyed:
(1) surface craft 0
(2) Helicopters 0
be Damaged:
(1) Surface eraft 2
(2) Helicopters 0
SAR missions : 4
Hemarks:

USH STATISTICAL ¢
Amutﬁg

WARDEN
174,290
36,253
75,223

coBlu Buwd Eg*r

55 T oxBw EE

x<F ro

Mobile Hiverins F
3*
#
%
*
174
3*
#

332
5
26

5 USH/25 USA/1 VIMC/2 ARVE
83 USN/130 USE/2 ViMC/19 ARVN
0

1 Usy
10
1,036
0

1,274 %
5&ﬁ?"

*
t ]

% Q

* xR

% Information mot applicable or not availalbe this date.
%% Includes 821 grenades and 124 mines.

¥#%  Includes 843 rocket/recoilless-rifle/mortar rounds.
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mﬂﬁ STATISTICAL SUMMARY
August 1968
VIETRAMESE NAVY:
A 2 Searched Detained
COASTAL FORCE Operationmal ed Junks People Junks People
I NZ 37.2 9 25,248 80,22 19 373
11 82 52.3 5.0 27,219 73,698 L5 4,88
11l Nz L6, 46,0 15,849 45,845 0 2
IV N2 67.7 67.6 _4,987 17,022 2 A5
Sub-totals 73,303 216,791 66 878
#*FLEET COMMAND
PATROL SHIPS 38,2 32,0 788 2,955 4 32
RIVERINE ARRA
CRAFT 1345 130.4 8,7Th0 32,724 0 0
#CENERAL RESERVE
" FORCE 40,6 37.1 _1,170 _3,381 ) 0
Total 157,304 255,851 70 910

VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS: Figures not available at this writing.

Remarks:
%* Provided 88 gunfire support missions.
# Includes RAG 27, RTEG and RPG 51,
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Ci ACTION STATISTICAL '
August 1

VOLL CONTRIBUTIONS: vi$ 38,828

5
RVNAT 4
U.5, civilian woluntary agencies 2
Average percent of self-help by Vi civiliams 28

EFROGRAND

¥conomic Development
Edueation

Social Welfare
Transportatifn
Refugee

STITUTES ASSISTE

Sehoals =5
1
3

Hospitals/dispensaries
Orphanzges
Others




