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FOKEWORD

U, S, Naval Forces wers engaged in diverse types of operations
during the month of April, During the peried L-7 April U, S, and
Vietnamese forces combined to conduct sweeps on O¢ Island iwm the Ham
Iuong River, PBE's and Vietnamese Navy river craft maintained blocking
and gunfire support positions eneiréling the island, Intermittent but
heated battles were waged during the four days with the river craft
furnishing much needed mertar illumination and medesvac assistance ag
well as blocking actions,

GAME WARDEN wnits supporied a Republic of Korea Army operation
on the Qui Nhon Peninsula in II Corps Tacticsl Zone conducted 20-26
Aprdil, This was the first entry of TF 116 units into this theater of
operations, PBR's from River Sectiom 532 and USS HUNTERDOW COUNTY
(1ST7838) provided blocking forces, General KIM, Chief of Staff, ROKA,
stated that complete success of operations, in which over 200 of the
enemy were killed and 76 captured, occurred as a dirsct result of the
presence of PBR and harbor defense units blocking the waterways,
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CONPEREETTT.
CHRONQLOGY
1 April - MARKET TIME air surveillance forces suffered the loss of a P3B

Orion and its 12 crewmembers from Rosf¥le fire causing it to
crash at sea 5 miles south of An Thoi in the Gulf of Thailand.

p. 1-3

- Captain Max . DUNCAN; USN, relieved Captain Burns W, SPORE, USN,
as Commander U. S. Naval oupport AcLiv..y, daigon. p. 75 &nd 97

- Five Seabees of MCB 9 Detachment ECHO gave their life in defense
of their camp, located near Phu Bai, after it came under heavy
enemy mortar and recoilless-rifle attack. p. 79

2 - A homemade booby trap was discovered aboard the USS COLLETON
(APB 36), while anchored in the vicinity of Dong Tam. MRF EOD
personnel disarmed the device. This marked the first-known
attempt at sabotage against a ship of the MRF. p. 51-52

3 - Captain Arthur W. PRICE, USN, relieved Captain Paul N. GRAY, USN,
as Commander River Patrol Force/Task Force 116. p. 97

L - Assault craft of RAD 92 with embarked troops came under ambush
about 4 miles north of Ben Tre on the Ba Lai River. Five enemy
attackers were killed and more than 60 were wounded. p. 53

L, =7 =~ Operation TRUONG CONG DINH 7/10/7 was conducted on Oc Island in
the Ham Luong River by joint VNN, ARVN, USA, and USN. Forces
repeated ground sweeps of the area to flush the enemy ouby - IS,
forces were credited with killing 71 of the .enemy and capturing
13, while suffering 39 of their own killed «nd “rotasr 146 wounded.
The ARVN forces killed 13 Viet Cong while capturing 15 of the enemy
and sustaining 5 ARVN fatalities of their 59 casualties. p. 131-132

6 April - Phu Loc quarry/crusher facilities were offically dedicated with the
name Camp Deshursley and is now in full operztion., p. 80-8l

7 ~ MCB 5 completed the C-=123 air strip &t = lu. p. 80

-~ The Master and mete of the commercial tug, MICHAEL, belonging to
the Alaskan Barge and Tug Company under U. S. Military contract,
were killed when the tug came under attack by RPG-7 rockets and
automatic weapons fire on the My Tho River, about 8 miles north
of Vinh long. p. 31

- Security guards on the 5S CAPE EDMONT, while anchored in Qui Nhon
harbor, observed three swimmers in the water alongside of the ship.
The swimmers were taken under fire and fled. An inspection of the
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7 - ship was conducted and a satchel charge was found on the anchor
chain. EOD personnel disconnected the charge and had it in tow
within 25 minutes after their arrivel. p. 20

8 - EN3 Steve D. LEDFORD, USN; was killed when PBRs from RIVSEC 541,
on a special night patrol about 11 miles south of Nha Be, came
under enemy attack. LEDFORD was the forward gunner on one of the
PBRs. Three additional PBR sailors received slight wounds and the
PBRs sustained moderate damage in the action. p. 28

9 - An LCPL assigned to IUWU 3 recovered a body floating in the water
approximately 100 yards off the bow of the SS CAPE EDMONT in Qui
Nhon Harbor. The body with snorkel attached, contained numerous
bullet holes and it was determined that it was the body of one of
the three swimmers who placed a charge on the SS CAPE EDMOKRT's
anchor chain on 7 April. p. 20

10 April- Commander Adrain L. LONSDALE, USCG, relieved Commander Norman
J. VENZKE, USCG, as Commander of the Gulf of Thailand Surveil-
lance Group and Fourth Coastal Zone. p. 97-98

- Five PBRs from TU 116.2.3 and two PBRs from TU 116.3.5 engaged
the enemy while providing support to a Vietnamese Navy Propo=
ganda Team with a Australian Advisor, about 3% miles north of
Vinh Long. PBR 87 landed the troops embarked and the Australian
Advisor, but when PER 83 attempted to land within only 100 meters
to the landing area; came under fire, made a charge and landed
the troops to aid the troops ashore which were pinned down by
enemy fire. The PBRs provided cover fire for the troops ashore
to withdraw. The troops scrambled back aboard except for the
Australian Advisor, he appeared shortly with two Viet Cong firing
at him and the PBRs opened fire and killed one Viet Cong and the
Australian killed the other. When action terminated there were
four Viet Cong killed and at least three structures destroyed.
There were no U. S. casualties. p. 31-32

17 - 19 = Vice Admiral Charles K. DUNCAN, USN, Chief of Naval Personnel,
conducted a tour of major U. S. Naval activities in South Vietnam.

P 98“’99

19 - 22 - Operation LAMSON 21k was conducted south of Phu Vang and Huong
Thuy sub-sectors by 3 junks of CG 12, an ARVN reconnaissance
company, an ARVN special force company and a USMC company. Forty
Viet Cong were killed, 10 others were captured and 8 suspects were
detained. Friendly forces suffered 9 killed and 21 wounded. p. 112

vii SONTTDENTIAL
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

NS —

20-26 April - GAME WARDEN units saw action in I Coastal Tactical Zone for

23 -
2L =
20,-26 -
25-30 =
26

30 4pril -
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the first time when PBRs from RIVSEC 532 and USS HUNTERDON
COUNTY (LST 838) provided blocking forces for the Korean Army
operaticn, MAENG HO IX (Fierce Tiger), on the Qui Noon Perdnsul
The operation netted over 200 Viet Cong killed and 76 Qaptu~ed9
along with guantity of war materials, weapons and ammnition.
Po 392324 dnd 417

The Fleet Air Suprort Undt Tacticzl Airfiald J;:gsm@
Installation at Danang Air Base became coper-tional.
has & capacity of 30,000 galW:rso To T1=T73

,"P
o
&
Le]
B

A Second MSTS T-1 tanker, USNS PETULAMA {AC(T)79) arrived on
gtation for shuttle duty between Tam My and Hue. p. 71

Commander, Construction Battalions, Pacific, visited Seabse

construction sites in I Coastal éaud;ual Zone . chserved the
extensive construction sffort being swypended. 3. 82

LTGEN Lewis W, WALT, USMC, Assistant Commandant, U. 5. Marins
Corps, visited the MRF on 25 April and spent the remainder of

e
his tour visiting U. S. Marine Corps units in the I Ucastal
Tactical Zone, p. 99

1

A Vietnamess River Assault Group {RAG) and FBR River Ssction 522
conducted the first joint RAG/PER psychologiszal and medical sivie
action operation in Vinh Long Province. Be BY

- The Cua Viet River was c¢losed due to enemy attacks on the logistic
T

cenvoys and the ucnvoy escort until friendly ground forces secured

the river banks, o 6%

The total strength of Us 8. 3."\?&1.7"1 personnel under the operational
gontrol of NAVFORV was 32,2432, Im addition, U. S. Navy perscnnel
assigned to IXI Marine Amphibicus Force was 2,887, while U. S.
Coast Guard strength was 477 - :
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COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE (TASK FORCE 115)

Indigenous fishing activity and coastal traffic returmed to near
normal proportioms during April with = coz?esponding high level of routine
MARKET TIME and STABLE DOOR activity, Patrol units im the four coastal
zones maintained excellent patrol effectiveness during the month as th@
weather contimed to be good throughout a high precemtage of the month,

During April units of Operatiom MARKET TIME and Oparation STABIE
DOOR detected 125,768 craft along South Vietnam's coastline and harbors;
33,513 of these were inspected and an additional 15,59k were boarded and
searched,

OPERATION MARKET TIME

Routine MARKET TIME activity continued at a high level during April
as 66,543 junks and sampans were detected, Over L0 percemt of the detected
craft were inspected and approximately 15 percent more were boarded, The
boardings resulted in the detention of 29 craft and 499 persons, In addi-
tion, 1,256 steel-hulled vessels were detected transiting MARKET TIME areas;
68 of the steel-hulled craft were boarded, Meamwhile, MARKET TIME units
provided mmerous exfiltration/infiltration patrols in suppert of groumd
operations; conducted 22 naval gunfire support missioms, and were emgaged
in 27 hostile incidemts during the month, £5 & result of these operations,
37 enemy siructures and 12 junks were destroyeds in additiom, L6 Viet Comg
were killed (plus 8 probable),

On 1 April MARKET TIME air survelllaice forces suffered the less of

1 S e
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A merchant ship passes under the wing of a U,S, Navy P3 "Orion® in the
South China Sea, This Navy aircraft is s unit of MARKET TIME air sur=
veillance forces which check shipping along the Scuth Vietnam coasts
to prevent communist forces from moving supplies by sea,

a P3B "Orion* and its crew when a Patrol Squadron TWENTY=-SIX aircraft
crashed at sea 5-m1198 south of An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island in the Gulf
of Thailand, The craft, operating out of U Tapao, Thailand, was on a
routine MARKET TIMm patrol when the Coastal Surveillance Center at An
Thol requested assistance in establishing visual reconnaissance of a
Cambodian ISSL that was reported to be off-locading cargo to sampans

near the Cambodian island of Hon Dec in the Gulf of Thailand, The

CONSERRNTTAL 2
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aircraft responded to the request and moments later reporved it had
received hostile fire and intended to diteh, The aircraft was observed
with its ovtboard starboard engime om fire, a large hels in the star-
board wing and both starboard engines feathered as it passed over the
southern tip of Phu Quoc Island, SAR and salvage operations commenced
immediately after the crash, There were nc survivors among the 12 orews
members aboard the aircraft and at month's end, a thorough investigationm
of the salvaged wreckage was being conducted.

From the 20th to the 26th of April a combimed operatiom was held in
the Qui Nhon vicinity, While Republic of Korea Army forces swept the area;
U, So.Haval forces whilizing PCF's and PBR's provided blocking patrols,
The successful operation, which alse utilized helicopter gumships, artils
lery; attack aircraft and landing craft, resulted in mors than 200 emewy
troops being killed and 76 others captured, Im additiom, 90 individual
weapons and 1L crew-served weapons were captured,

Firet Coastal Zons

Intermittent adverse weather in the First Coastal Zonz forced patrol
units te lesve station or seek lee arsas at various times during April,
As a result of the cccasional inclement weather; routine MARKET TIME
activity decreased slightly during the month, The Zome's patrol units
detected 21,855 jurks and sampans during April, & decrease of approxi-
mately li,000 from Marchis total, Over 8,000 of the detected craft wers

inspected and 4,615 were boarded,

Iy
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OPERATIONS IN THE FIRST COASTAL ZONE

g,
- — - _|DEMILIYARIZED ZONE
’:’G 1§ BASE
A -- PCF's 21/99 -~ 6 April
AN B = PCF 57 — 8 April
TRE O C == PT GAMMON — 19 April
R D — WINONA — 19 April
N
6tz ?}% E — PCF 80 — 2., April
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On & Aprdil PCF'z Z1 and 99 observed approximately 100 pecple um=
loading sampans along the beach 1%-miles morthenorthwest of Damang, The
nSwift" boats utilized their lond-speckers im an attempt to surmon the
pecple to the PCF's for interrogationm with negative results, The WSwift"'
boats then notified lst MARDIV authorities of the situation and were re-
quested to commence a direct naval gunfire missiom ipmediately, The mis-
sion resulted in the desth of three Viet Cong,

On the 8th PCF 57 received hostile small arms fire from the north-
eastern tip of Cape Batangan, As the PSwifi® boat closed the besach to
investigate, several snemy troops were observed fleeing for cover, The
#Swift™ boat took the persomnel amd the swrrounding avea umder firve, kill-
ing six Viet Cong and destroying ome sampan.

On the 15%h a unit of the U, S, 12th Marimes reporied many onemy
sampans laying fishing nets just belew the 17th parallel, The Coast
Guard cutter, USCGC POINT GAMMON, sped fto the scene and tock the fish
nets, vree-=line bumkers and nearby structures under fire, As a result
of the cutterls firing, saven structures were damaged and an unknown
number of fish nets were destroyed,

USCGC WINONA (WHEC 65) took enemy fortificatioms J-miles south of
Cape Batamgan under S-inch maval gunfirs, The mission, which was requested
by Danang's Naval Gunfire ILiaison Officer, wtilized am airborme spotter
and resulted in four structures destroyed, plus two structures and one

bunker damaged,

5 P
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OPERATIONS IN THE
SECOND COASTAL ZONE

L ey
S
\ b9
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On the 2Lth PCF 8C pruvided harassment ard interdiction fire agaimst
an enemy positiom ili-miles northeast of Damang, Responding to corrections
transmitted by aw airborne spotter, the "Swifi® beat destroyed ome struce
ture and damaged three bunkers,

First Coastal Zone PCF's supported three ground operations during April ,
On 17 April PCF 81 provided blocking services for a 5th Regiment 2nd ARVN
Division sweep approximately 8-miles south of Cape Batangan., Om the 18th
PCF 20 provided blocking services for a sweep by the Uth Regiment 2nd ARVN
Division im an area approximately G-miles south of Cape Batangan, Om the
2kth of April PCF 57 provided blocking services for a U,S, Americal Divi-

sion sweep of the Batangan peninsula,

Second Coastal Zone

Routine MARKET TIME activity in the Second Coastal Zons contimued
at a high level during April, although choppy seas throughout the zome on
several occasions caused & slight decrsase in the aggregate of indigenous
coastal traffic, The Second Coastal Zone's patrol unite detected nearly
30,500 junks and sampans during April; a decresse of approximately 3,000
from March’s total, Approximately 45 percert of the detected craft were
inspected and an additional 12 percemt wers boarded,

On 9 April PCF 90 condacted a harassment and interdiction fire mis-
sion against a suspected ensmy position L7=milss south of Qui Nhom, The
mission, which was conducted im support of the Vietnamess Navy's Coasbal

Group 23, resulted in three Viet Cong being wounded,

7 L
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During the aftermoon of the 1lith, PCF 3% took four sampans under
fire 26-miles south of Qui Nhon, Firing Bl-mm mortars and M-T9 grenades;
the "Swift® boat sunk one sampan and destroyed the remaining three om the
beach, The occcupants of the sampans succassfully evaded,

Also on the 1lth, PCF 102 fired om four targets ll-milss scuth of
Phan Thiet that had bsen designated as z suspscted Viet Cong encampment
and supply route, The "Swife" boat's firing resulted in one secondary
explosion, and vwo firss wers ji.gniﬁéd@

On 25 April PCF B89 sighted several sawpans and six people on the
beach 25-miles south of Qui Nhon, As the *Swift® boat closed the beach
for a more thorough inmvestigation, the people evaded inte the nearby trss
lins that contained two bunksrs and four houses, Seetor authorities
requested the srea be taken under firs, The "Swift® boat’s Sl-mm mortar
and .50 caliber fire destroyed two of the houses and several sampans,

The extent of enemy perscomnel casualties were wnknown,

Third Coastal Zone

In addition to conducting numerous naval gunfire suppory missions
and engaging im many hostile firs incidemis, during April MARKET TIME
patrol units im the Third Coastsl Zone detectsd 5,532 indigenous junks
and sampans., Approximately 65 percemt of the detected craft were either
inspected or boarded,

On 2 April PCF 35 detected a 15-foot motorized sampan om a restricted

waterway after curfew S-miles north of Vung Tau, Az the ¥Swift"® hoat

9 R

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIF!FD

CQNEIDENEEAS,

illuminated the sampan with 8l-mm illumination rounds, the craft attempted
to evade into a nearby canal, The sampan and its two occupants were taken
under direct .50 caliber machine gunfire, resulting in the destruction of
the craft and the probable killing of two Viet Cong,

Also on the 2nd, USCGC POINT CYPRESS observed several sampans on the
beach in the Long Toan Secret Zone and took the area under fire after re-
ceiving hostile small arms and automatic-weapons fire from the beack, The
cutter's firing resulted in extensive damage to two sampans and one large
secondary explosion, Several small fires were also initiated by the cutter's
firing.

On L April PCF 98 observed two persons rumnning into a hut near the
beach SO-miles northeast of Ca Mau Point, Sector authorities granted per-
mission to take the area under fire and the "Swift" boat destroyed five
structures and damaged another with her 8l-mm mortar,

On the 26th USCGC POINT JEFFERSON ob;ezerved suspicious people in the
Long Toan Secret Zone, Sector authorities declared the persomnel hostile
and requested that the cutter take the area under fire, The destruction
of two structures and one bunker resulted from the cutter’s firing, Enemy
personnel casualties were unknown,

On the 20th a Third Coastal Zone PCF provided blocking services for
& ground operation canducted by the Go Cong Naval Intelligence Liaison

Officer approximately 1l8-miles west of Vung Tau,

10
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Fourth Coastal Zons

MARKET TIME units in the Fourth Coastal Zene remained particularly
active during the month of April, In additiom to conducting a large mum-
ber of naval gunfire support missions and engaging the enemy in numerous
hostile fire incidents, the Zone's patrcl units detected 8,666 junks and
sampans during the month, Over 38 percemt of the detected craft were
inspected and an additional 20 persent wers boarded,

During the aftermoon of 3 April, USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN (WHEC 68) con=
ducted a naval gunfire mission against an estimated enemy battalion 36=
miles north-northeast of Ca Mau Poimt near the coast of the Gulf of Thai-
land, Responding to corrections transmitted by an airborne spotter, the
cutter killed six Viet Cong, wounded four other, destroyed five structures
and damaged an additional 15,

On the Tth, in response to a request from U, S, Army authorities at
Song Ong Doc, ANDROSCOGGIN fired her S5-inch guns on an area 48-miles nmorth
of Ca Mau Point that contained a concentratiom ¢f enemy troops and an
ammunition dump, The mission, Hhich utilized an airborme spotter, resulted
in three Viet Cong killed and six wounded, L bunkers destroyed and 12 others
damaged,

USCGC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) provided S-inch naval gunfire against an
enemy position 3li-miles north of Ca Mau Point on the 11th. Utilizing an
airborne spotter, the cutter destroyed one sampan and killed two Viet C;:mge

In another mission in the same general area on the 15th, MINNETONKA

il Lngummm.
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OPERATIONS IN THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE
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This is APL-21 (barracks ship) anchored off An Thol on Phu Quoc Island ==
the base of operstion for persomnel mamning patrol craft inm the Fourth

Coastal Zone,
destroyed eight structures and two Sampans,.

Also on the 15th, a special PCF naval guofire elemsnt consisting
of PCFis 6, 11, 38 and 7k conducted an intensive gunfire mission in an
area of extemsive Viet Cong bunkers, firing positioms and structures 43
miles northwest of Rach Gia on the coast of the Gulf of Thailand, The
area, which had been the scene of numercus hostile fire incidents in

recent weeks, was saturated with 8l-sm mortars and ,50 caliber machine

13 R
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gun fire, An airborme spotter reported all rounds on target, destroying

L5 structures and killing one Viet Cong (probable), During the mission,

the "Swift® boats received heavy hostile fire with PCF's 38 and 7} taking
a mumber of hits,

On the 19th MINNETONKA took am enemy troop concentration approxi-
mately 29-miles north of Ca Mau Point under 5-inch naval gunfire, An
airborne spotter rel?or't.ed five structures damaged and three Viet Cong
killed by the cutter's firing,

On the 24tk PCF 7h provided naval gunfire support for a Vietnamese
Coastal Group L2 assault against enemy troops on the west coast of the
Phu Quoc Island, Th_e "Swift® boat was credited with killing two Viet

Cong during the mission,

MARKET TIME UNITS

During the month of April the Vietnamese Navy (VNN) had an average
of eight PGM's and three PCE's assigned daily to MARKET TIME forces,
The VNN also utilized an LSSL and an MSC for MARKET TIME patrols for a
few days during the momth, In addition, the Royal Thai Navy had ome PGM
assigned to MARKET TIME forces in the Fourth Coastal Zonme during the
major portion of the month,

During the month aircraft from five patrol squadrons participated
in MARKET TIME operations, & detachment of Patrol Squadron TWENTY-SIX

1k
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(VP=26) flew P3B “Orions® from U Tapao, Thailand and a detachment of
VP=50 flew "Orions®™ from Cam Ranh Bay, Msamwhile, detachments of VP2,
VP=17 and VP=}2 flew SPZH Neptumes from Cam Ranh Bay,

Throughout the month the following U. 5. Seventh Fleet ships oper=

ated as MAREET TIME units during the indicsted inclusive dates:

_Datea
DER 327 USS BRISTER 25=30
DER 32k USS FALGOUT 1=9.
DER 33k USS FORSTER 11=30
DER 40O USS HISSEM i=6
DER 331 USS KOINER 27=30
DER 387 USS VANCE 1=11
1LST 509 USS BULLOCK COUNTY 5=30
IST 1077 USS PARK COUNTY 1=5
MSC 289 USS AIBATROSS 25=30
MSC 290 USS GANNET 13=25
MsS0 L3z USS DYNAMIC 1=11, 22=30
MSO 4433 USS ENGAGE 1=30
MSO Lhé USS FORTIFY 13=30
MSO LL9 USS IMPERVIOUS 1=22
MSO L56 USS INFLICT 11=30
PG 88 USS CROCKETT 1-30
PG 8L USS ASHEVILLE 1=30
WHEC 68 USCGC ANDROSCOGGIN 1-8
WHEC 32 USCGS CAMPBELL 9=30
WHEC 33 USCGC DUANE 1=27
WHEC 67 USCGC MINNETONKA 8=30
WHEC 65 USCGC WINONA 6=25

e

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY

April 1968
1, U. S. Ships/Crafv:
DER MSO MSC WPB PCF IST PG WHEC
Daily average number
of craft on patrel 2 I s T S s Il ey 3
15 oy
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2, U, S, Activity:

TOTAL DETECTHL WOOD ~ DAY 40,173 NIGHT 26,370
67,799
STEEL = DAY 671  NIGHT 585
TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD - DAY 16,932 NIGHT 10,284
STEEL = DAY _. 488  NIGHT Lho =
TOTAL BOARDED WOOD = DAY T7.07 NIGHT _;2_4'[;31_1, o5y
STEEL = DAY S0 NIGHT _ 18
aa iNaval Gunfire Support Missions:
Total Missiomss 242
k., Hostile Fire Incidents:
Total Incidents: e
]

OPERATION STABLE DOOR

During April Operation STABLE DOOR units detected 57,969 junks and
sampanss 5,369 of these were inspected and an additionsl 5,719 were boarded,
The boardings resulted in the detention of 10 junks and 295 persons,

During the month all STABIE DOOR units cortinued to maintain normal
patrols and surface surveillance postures,

Inshore Undersea Warfare Unit ONE (IUWU 1) contimued operations in
Vung Tau during April and detained a total of 59 persons and seven craft
for improper identification, curfew violations and suspicious actions,

On 9 April the 5SS CLARKSBURG VICTORY asnchored im Vung Tay Bay

17 (VNN Sy

DECLASSIFIED



DECLASS{FIED

HP:SMN«EBVJHUMDBMQN”B#EEEM&#%EE&
rﬂ..\ulu-l\\...v s ool SORE Sl B B e s ==
./ -‘lll\lll Y
1 /\
\\rr .\I...l-ll\\\ /
£ / i
’ » b
y 0 S \ [
T s T -
' v b ; /| :
/ A i 4
7 , o B 2
R L‘\.\/J I ;p ]
Y ﬂm ._— -
: A /
#I h- f kﬁ
i
¥

STIONYDE e =

SNO11084SN

SNOLLIZIZ] ~————m

. SIIND FOOQ IIEVIS X€ SONIQUVOod ‘SNOLLDIJSNT ‘SNOILOTLIA

000 ‘0T
00002
0000t
ooo ‘oY
s e ohiold
xees
e whlles
oocfce
oo o
000“0CT
(v sitorgd
ooco‘oZT
000 “OFT
00Ot
000 ‘0ST

18

0

Uy

LASSIF

=Aa
1
L3

DE



DECLASSIFIED

SONEEPENTTEL

reported a swimmer in the water close zboard the ship, STAELE DOOR craft
responded to the situvation and apprehended one man who was turned over to
the Vietnamese National Police, The Royal Australian diving team at Vung
Tau immediatley conducted an inspection of the hulls and anchor chains of
all ships in the vicinity with negative results, After guestioning, the

suspect was determined to be friendly and was released,

On 22 April the Harbor Entrance Control Point at Vung Tau received
one round of mortar fire close aboard, The round was received during an
attack on the Vung Tau airfield, No STABLE DOOR perscnnel or material
casualties resulted from the morter round,

On 23 April IUWU 1 units participated in Operation CORRAL in the
Vung Tau harbor, During the operation, a total of 38 Vietnamese junks
were boarded and searched with one junk being detained and turned over
to the national pclice because of improper identification papers,

On 18 April Army security guards on the new bridge between Cam Ranh
Bay peninsula gnd Cam Ranh Bgy City reported six swimmers with face masks
in the w&'beron_STAB};E DOOR units apprehended the suspects ard turned them
over to the 630th ﬁilitary Police Company, After interrogation, the
detainees were classified as civil defendants and turned over to the
national policg for diving in restricted water, The detainees were deter-
mined t¢ be commercial shell collectors,

TUWU 3 continued operaztions at Qui Nhon during April and detained

three persons during the month for having improper identification cards

19 SONFEPENTTAE
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in their possession,

During the early morning hours of 7 April security guards on the
SS CAPE EDMONT, anchored in Qui Nhon harbor, observed three swimmers in
the water alongside the ship. The swimmers were taken under fire, STABLE
DOOR personnel conducted an immediate underwater inspection of the ship
and found a satchel charge attached to the anchor chain, The satchel
charge consisted of the following: 100 pounds of plastic explosive in a
suitcase, a timer clock, 13 flashlight dry cell batteries; fouwr firing
squibs, one flotation bladder and 72 feet of parachute shroud line.
Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) personnel had the charge discormected
and in tow within 25 minutes of their arrival, It was unknown whether
the mechanism malfunctioned or if the prompt action by EOD personnel saved
the ship vhich was loaded with nspalm and bombs, Two days later an ICPL
assigned to IUWU 3 recovered a body floating in the water approximately
100 yards off the bow of the SS CAPE EDMONT, The body, with a snorkel
attached, conta ned numerous bullet holes and it was determined that it
we8 the body of one of the swimmers who placed the charge on the CAFE
EiMMONT 's anchor chaj.ng

TOWU L, operating in the Nha Treng area, detained a total of 22k
persons and one sampan during April, During the same period, IUWU 5
continued coerstions et Vung Ro Bay, :

FHAHRE
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RIVER PATROL FORCE (TASK FORCE 116)

The proliferation of enemy automatic weapons and rockets was evidenced
in the Viet Cong attacks initiated from ambush against Navy units and com-
mercial shipping, GAME WARDEN units instituted agressive measures against
the enemy to offset any attempt by the Viet Comg to increase his tempo of

operations thereby enhancing his position in any possible future peace

negotiations.

A freighter sails the Long Tau Shipping Channel under the watchful eyes
of U, S, Navy Minesweeping Boat (MSB) crewmembers, TF-116 MSB's conduct
daily sweeps of the channel to keep it free of Viet Cong mines,

Cn the Long Tau shipping charmel, minesweepers made repeated recovs

eries of electrical wire during sweep operations indicating a possible

21 SoNEERENTTRL
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step up in enemy mining efforts, On 28 April, about 4 miles southeast of
Nha Be, on the Long Tau, four free-floating contact mines were recovered,
The mines were identical in depign as those found in February and brings
to 10 the number detected, On 26 April, while on a long Td4u minesweeping
patrol, a LCMM was ambushed by the Viet Cong, One U, S, Navyman was
wounded; one VNN ICMM-trainee was killed and three other trainees were
wounded in the attack that occurred about 8 miles southeast of the Navy
base at Nha Be,

During the month, commercial shipping came under enemy attack on
three occasions, The Alaskan Barge and Tug Company tug MICHAEL was hit
on the My Tho River and the ships SS PLAIN BLUFF VICTORY and SS TULANE
VICTORY received enemy fire on the Long Tau,

GAME WARDEN units saw action in II CTZ for the first time when
SS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838) and 10 PBR's of River Section 532 journeyed
to Qui Nhon on 16 April to participate in a Republic of Korea Army (ROKA)
operation, The excellent performance of the units earned accolades from

the RUKA Chief of Staff and COMNAVFORV,
On 17-18, CTF 116 activated TG 116,9, comprised of six PBR's each

from TG 116,.3 and TU 116,3,.9 and TU 116,4.8, to conduct a two-pronged

incursion of the Cho Gac Canal, The canal extends from Cho Gao, located
5 miles east of My Tho, in a northeasterly direction meeting the Co Cong
River, The purpose of the mission was to extend US/GVN presence inte an

area of Viet Cong influence, The My Tho based PBR's remained overnight

CONFEDENSRAL., 22
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at Nha Be while the Nha Be units stayed at My Tho, with the respective
units returning to their home bases on 18 April, During the transit,
psychological operations were conducted, water traffic was checked and
people along the waterway were interrogated, There were no hostils
incidents encountered during the twe days,

GAME WARDEN PBR's, helicopters and support IST'!'s contimed support
and assisted Vietnamese units in their pursuit and encounters with the
enemy .

During the month Task Force 116 units were engaged in 160 fire=
fights, killed 76 of the enemy, wounded 18 and captured 3, One PBR
sailor was killed in action and one PBR was lost to enemy fire,

The PBR's detected 96,670 craft, the highest figure to date, plying
the river; imspected 23,341, the second highest total; and bearded 50,074
for andther all time high, There were 824 persons detained for varied

reasons,

OPERATIONS IN I AND II CORPS TACTICAL ZONES
In I Cerps Tactical Zone (I CTZ) PBR's of River Sectiom 521 comtinued
to operate in support of CTF CLEARWATER in providing river security for log-
istical craft, operating on the Perfume River; supporting Hue. (See Commander
Task Force CLEARWATER),
GAME WARDEN units supported the ROKA operatiom, MAENG HO II (Fierce
Tiger); on the Qui Nhon Peninsula in II Corps Tactical Zome (II CTZ), marking

the first entry of TF 116 units into this theater of operations, River
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A U, S. Navy river patrol boat (PBR) patrols the inland bay at Qui Nhon
as U, S, Air Force aircraft blast enemy positions on the beach in support
of ROK troops,
section 532 and USS HUNTERDON COUNTRY (LST838) provided blocking forces
for the Korean Army ground sweep, conducted 20-26 April, that resulted in
over 200 enemy killed and 76 captured, There were ne TF 116 personnel
casualties sustained by the units that actively ergaged the enemy, The
PBR's on one occasion captured and detained 11 Viet Cong that had attempted
to escape by sampan,

During the operation HUNTERDON COUNTY coordinated PBR communications
with elements of Korean, U.S, Army, TF 115, and U,S. Air Force units, Dure

ing the operation it became evident that HUNTERDON COUNTY!S extensive com-
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munication package gave the ship & unique capability among the diverse
units actively involved, The capability to guard four FM frequencies
simul tanecusly was of a great advantage and a major factor in the ship’s
participaticn in the coperatiom,

General KIM, Chief of Staff, ROKA, advised that complete success of
the operations occurred only as a direct result of the presence of PBR
and harbor defemse units in blocking the waterways, _

In recognition of the splemdid performance of River Sectiom 532
and HUNTERDON COUNTY, COMNAVFORV dispatched the following message:

%] HAVE READ WITH PLEASURE THE MANY GLOWING REPORTIS
OF THE OUTSTANDING SUPPORT YOU PROVIDED THE ROK UNITS
INVOLVED IN OPERATIOR MAENG HO II, IT IS APPARENT
THAT A LARGE MEASURE OF SUCCESS OF THIS OPERATION CAN
BE ACCREDITED TC U,S, NAVY UNITS, I REALIZE THAT AT
TIMES THE GOING WAS ROUGH BUT YOU HAVE EARNED THE
ADMYRATION OF ALL CONCERNED,
WELL DONE, RADM VETH,®

s

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

On the morming of 4 April, SS PLAIN BLUFF VICOTRY came under enemy
heavy weapons fire while transiting the Long Tau shipping channel about
8 miles southeast of Nha Be, PBR's quickly responded to the attack, A
Vietngmese woodcutter informed the PBR patrol officer that he saw 12
Viet Cong rumning west, Army and Navy helicopters soon ccrverged on the
arez as the PBR's commenced rounding up sampans seen lsaving the area,

A fized-wing air strike destroyed three bunksrs and two firing positions,

The air strike was followed by 105-mm artillery fire, At 1005 PBR's
25 S e,
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RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE OPERATIONS

SS TULANE VICTORY 7

e
25 April
B = SS PLAIN BLUFF
VICTORY = 4 April
C - PER's - 7 April
D - PBR's - 8 April
SMALL CRAFT

¥ CHANKNEL

éﬂ) TAU CRANNEL

a® 00 CONG
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Members of SEAL Team Detachment *G¥, statiomed in Nha Be, listen

intently as their officer-in-charge, Iieutenant J, W, SCHROFP, USN,

briefs them om their upcoming missiom im RSSZ,

landed 60 RF soldiers to conduct a ground sweep, The Vietnamess troopers
found and destroyed ten additional bunkers, Enemy casualties were undster-
mined, Ship damage was negligible,

At 2142 on 7 April a PBR patrol from TE 116,4,1,1,, on & special
psychologiceal operation (intelligence gathering mission), detected an
evading sampan moving west to east on the Dong Tranh River about 9 miles
soutizeast- of Nha Be, The sampan was observed by one PBR that had anchored

ir ambush 20 minutes after the cover PBR had passed through ths area as a
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diversion. When the sampan,with six Viet Cong aboard, was taken under
fire, the enemy returned the fire, In the ensuing firefight, the PBR
sailors killed four, one of whom was a female nurse, captured one and
probably killed the sixth Viet Cong, The sampan that was destroyed
contained one U,S, M=1 carbine with ammuniticn belt; one CHLCOM carbine
with ammnition belt; six pounds of documents; five pounds of medical
supplies including a complete surg_ical kit and 20 pounds of clothing,
There were no friendly casualties,
On the evening of 8 April, PBR's from River Sectiom 541, while on
a special night patrol, received rocket and heavy automatice weapons
fire from a large enemy bunker located about 11 miles southeast of Nha
Be, The first rocket fired scored a direct hit on the forward .50 cal-
iber gun mount; passed through the gun shield and contimued through the
body of the gumner, The after ,50 caliber gunner immediately opened
fire in unison with the lead PBR intc the enmy positions and cleared the
kill zome. Helicopter gunships were scrambled t¢ the area to cover ths
PBR's exit, An Army helicopier was quickly brought inte a secured land-
ing zome to the east of the ambush site to medically evacuate Engineman
Third Class Steve D, LEDFORD, USN; the critically wounded forward gunmmer,
to Vung Tauj; LEDFORD was dead on arrival, Other than a secondary explosion
noted in the enemy bunker, enemy casua;_;_l_;ies were unknown, Thrse additional
PBR sailors received slight wounds and fhe PBR sustained moderate damage

in the action,

GONTIDENTTAL 28
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On 25 April at 1000, SS TULANE VICTORY was attacked about 6 miles
southeast of Nha Be on the long Tau River, while enboute to Saigon, The
ship received at least two RPG=7 rocket hits, plus heavy automatic-weapons
firey; aleng the starboard side, The TULANE VICTORY sustained pentratiom
damage in five positions and the starboard life boat was heavily damaged,
There were, however, no persomnel casualties, Navy "Seawolves® were over
the ambush site within 10 minutes of the attack returning the ensmy fire,
PBR's and a U, S, Army helicopter fire team soon joined the Navy Helicep-
ters, that had drawn enemy fire and received several hits, The combined
fire power soon suppressed the enemy action, A fixed-wing ;a,j;r gtrike was
made on the Viet Cong firing positions and withdrawal route, destroying
at least two bunkers, Regional Force iroops and Vietnamese Commandos were
landed and conducted a ground sﬁéepg however, comtact with the elusive
enemy was not achieved,

st
DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUF

Operations in the Mekong (My Tho) River

On the morning of 7 April SEAL's operating from the PBR base at My
Tho engaged an enemy force L miles northeast of Vinh Long, At 0500 Delta
platoon was landed by PBR on the south bank of the river, The platocon
patrolled 300 yards to the south and established an ambush avrea, At 0530
the 7th platoon landed by STAB about a mile up river where they moved ime

land about 300 yards and set an ambush, Twc hours later the 7th platoon

29 COMNETDRN,
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opened fire on the forward element of an estimated Viet Cong platoon, 4
heavy counter fire was received, Meanwhile, Delta platoon engaged 2=3
sripers and began moving west to assist the 7th platoon by providing a
flark security for their withdrawal.,, 'he 7th plateon withdrew to the river
and was picked up by PBR's at 0830 under the cover of Navy helicopters

that were striking the enemy positions, Twenty mimutes later Delta platcon
cleared the area in a STAB, Five Viet Cong were killed during the heavy
exchange of fire, It was highly probable that an additional three enemy
soldiers were killed, The SEAL's suffered no casualties,

On 7 April the commercial tug MICHAEL, of the Alaskan Barge and
Tug Company, under U, S, military contract, was hit by BPG=7 rockets and
automatic-weapons fire on the ¥y Tho River, about 8 miles nerth of Vish
Long, The master and mate were killed in the attack, PBR's responding
to the attack, arrived on the scene 15 minutes later and escorted the
tug clear of the ambush area, No contact was made with the enemy by the
FBR's,

On 10 April five PBR's from 116,2,3 and two PBR's from TU 116,3.5
actively engaged the enemy-while providing support to a Vietnamese Armed
Propaganda Team operatiom conducted about 3 miles north of Vinh Long,
The action began at 1513 when.the PBR's landed troops and an Ausiralian
advisor, from Vinh Long, who were to éweep north and recapture an oute
post that was held by the Viet Cong, PBR 87 la.nded eight trocps and the

advisor and had withdrawn as PBR 83 started in to mske a landing,

71 | CommRERTAS
bieuwrdoiFIED



DECLASSIFIED
CONFEBENTTAR

Suddenly the landing area came under automatic weapons and small arms fire,
Still with about 100 meters to the landing area, PBR 83 charged in amd
landed the troops to assist the friendly forces that were pinned downm by
the enemy fire, The enemy fire increased and the PBR's began receiving
fire, All seven boats with all gums blazing raked the flanks of the
friendly position to provide a cover for the troop withdrawal, A1l troops
scrambled back aboard the PBR except the advisor, A mimute later the
Australian appeared with two Viet Cong firing at him and the PBR, The PBR
sailors returned fire and killed one Viet Cong as the advisor killed the
other, With all troops now on board PBR 83 rapidly cleared the area, The
PBR's made saturating firing runs on the zrea; followed by "Seawolf" rocket
and-machine gun attacks, The Navy armed helicopters and patrol boats con-
tinued to draw fire, After the ®Seawolves®™ had completed their air ;attacks 3
the PBR's made three more firing runs on the enemy position, however, they
drew fire only on the first pass, At 1602 the action was terminated with
four known Viet Cong killed and at least three structures destroyed, There
were no U,S, casualties,

With the suppression of the enemy fire, all units departed the area
at 1615, except for two PBR's, from TU 116,3,5, that remained behind to
watch for any further enemy activity, The patrol did not have to wait very
long, for at 162l numerous males were seen moving in the tree line, The
boats once again came under enemy fire, As the PBR's responded in kind,

they were joined by two more boats from TU 116,3,5 and a helicopter light
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fire team in the attack on the Viet Cong positions, The Viet Cong broke

contact, Action resumed again at 1650 when a beached sampan was taken
under fire by two PBR's. The sampan blew apart in a viclent explosion
that tossed portioms of the craft about 200 feet in the air, At 1700
the Viet Cong opened fire once again, but this time their térget-'ﬁas a
passing steel hull merchant ship, The enemy was engaged once agaim and
at 1830 the Viet Comg broke contact, The late aftermoonm action resulted
in the destruction of two sampans, and an additionsl eight structwres,
The number of casualties inflicted omn the enemy was undetermined, There
were no friendly casunalties, '

On the morning of 16 April PBR's while pursuing an evading sampan,
about 7 miles northeast of Vinh long, suddenly received three rocket
rounds and automatic weapons fire, The bogts were not hit im the attaclk,
Three HSeawolves" were scon overhead and placed three coordinated aiw
attacks on the epemy positions on the north bank of the river, When the
helicopters made their first firing rum they encountered heavy automatic
weapons fire, The Navy flyers met only sporadic fire om théir %éc@md
pass and all fire was suppressed on the final strike, The h@li@@p‘b@rﬁm
team killed six Viet Cong, detained ome suspect, destroyed six sampans and
nine structures, and damaged six other sampans, No casuaities were sustained
by the Nawymen,

On the evening of 29 April, at the request of the Truc Giong Sub-

sector advisor, a coérdinated strike on a suspected Viet Cong meebing
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place, 3 miles southeast of My Thoy, was launched by PBR's and "Seawolves,™
What was believed to have been a harassment and interdiction firing re=
sulted in the killing of seven enemy soldiers and the probsile wounding

of four others,

Operations in the Ham Luong River

On the afternoon of 2 April =2 two.-boat patrol from River Sectiom
532 was taken under fire by Viet Cong troops about ls miles south of Bem
Tre at the northern end of Oc Island, The enemy firing from the west bank
of the river forced the PBR's toward the west bank of the island where
enemy firing positions opened up with sutcmatic weapens, The PBR's engaged
the enemy now firimg on both flanks until ®Seawolves” arrived and with
multiple machine gunm and 2,75 rocket attacks scon supressed the Viet Cong
fire, Meanwhile, suspecting that the ambush was a diversion for a river
crossing attempt, an additicmnal PBR patrol took station om the lowew
eastern side of the island, The patrol encountered fire from the west
bank of the river near the Trem Stream, Fire was returned by the PBR's
and Navy helicopters suppressing the enemy fire, At the northerm ambush
site PBR 12 attempted tc retrieve some sampams, noted at the Oc Island
firing position and encountered rifle grenade and automatic weapons fire,
The boats returned fire and the "Seawolves® swept back in with gune blaszing,
setting off three secondary explosions; while the PBR caused another secon-
dary explosion, USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838), home base for the PBR's

and helicopter fire teams, moved up river and took up a position at the
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northern end of the island and provided supporting fire with her LO-mm
cannons,

Meanwhile; at the southeastern end of the island; one sampan managed
to slip through the friendly fire barrage and disappeared up the Thu Cuu
Stream on the east bank of the river, No other sampans attempted a cross-
ing, It was reported by an island refugee that one platcon of Viet Cong
was on the island, There was no attempt made to blockade the island due
to the unavailability of quick reaction forces and the unacceptable risks
of maintaining boats on the eastern side of the island for any period of
time,

Three sampans were destroyed during the firefights by the PBR's and
helicopters and three structures and two sampans were destroyed by the
1ST*s guns, Three PBR sailors slightly wounded and PBR 124 suffered mod-
erate damage in the enemy encounter,

On 24 April four Mark IT PER's from River Section 53k while trans-
iting the Ben Tre/Chet Soy Canal came under heavy weapons fire, about 3
miles east of Ben Tre, PBR 712, the last boat in the column, received
the brunt of the attack when at least two B-LO rockets slammed intc the
boat, disabling it and wounding several crewmen; the craft ran up on the
west bank of the canal, The remaining boats reversed course to provide
fire for the stricken PBR, PBR 716 proceeded alongside PBR 712 and removed
the wounded crewmen, PBR 719 was then hit by a rocket that put the star-

board engine out of operation, Volunteers returned to PBR 712 and while
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under enemy fire removed as much equipment and classified material as
possible, As the firefight continued, with Navy helicopters providing
overhead cover until their ammunition was exhausted, salvage of the boat
was attempted, Two PBR's pulled the 712 boat clear of the bank; however,
the stricken craft rapidly flooded, despite efforts to stem the incoming
water, and sunk, stern first in about 35 feet of water at high tide, Im
view of the tactical situation and a low ammunition supply remaining om
board the PRB's, the boats cleared the area, The enemy, later identified
as elements of the Viet Cong 516th Battalion, contimued their fire with
a determined intent to stop the boats, The boats returned down river
since the worst stretch of the canal still lay ahead at the Va Nai junmce
tion, Equally important was the necessity to render medical attentiom to
the wounded,

A fixed-wing air strike was called in later to destroy the sunken
boat to prevent the eremy from salwvaging it,

A total of eight PBR sailors were wounded in the action, one seriously,
PBR 712 was destroyed; PBR 719 sustained major battle damage and PBR 716
and 717 received minor bullet and shrapnel damage, Enemy casualiies were
undetermined,

It was strongly felt that PBR 712 could have been towed to safety,
even though partially sumk, if flotation gear similar to that installed

in Mark I boats was present,
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OPERATIONS IN THE CO CHIEN RIVER

A —— PBR's 49/136
13 April ;
B == SEAWOLVES = 1 ApriliN™
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QOperations in the Co Chien River

On the morning of 1 April the USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST786) based
helicopter light fire team sighted ssveral ‘sampans in a specified strike
zone at the mouth of the river on the south bank, The "Ssewolves® took
the targets under fire damaging four of the snemy craft, A short time
later another sampan was sighted on the north bank, This craft was
attacked and damaged by the Navy flyers, The patrol, thenm acting om
intelligence from the Thanh Phu sector advisor that a company of Vied
Cong were located along a known communications-liaison route sbout & mile
east of Thanh Phu, headed northwest, The ®Seawolves® arrived on target
and commenced multiple machine-gun and rocket attacks om the enemy small
arms fire, Three Viet Cong soldiers were killed and five wers wounded
i the attacks,

On 13 April PBR's 49 and 136, while on a youtine patrol on the lower
Co Chien River, came under an enemy B-kO rocket attack sbout 3 miles morth
of Phu Vinh, Ome rocket, fired from the wést bank, hit PBR L% on the porte
side zmidships wounding thrse crewmel == one serdiously, FPBR 136 returned
the ensmy fire as PBR 49 withdrew from the attack site and headed fopr
GARRETT COUNTY to evacuate the wounded, Navy *Seawolves® on patrol wers
diverted to the scene of the action and took under firs two Viet Cowg
seen rumning from the rockset firing position, One Viet Cong was gumed
down, The gunships scon suppressed the snsmy fire that ths helicopters

encountered, PBR 136 was joined by PBR's 143 and 145 and the thres boats

39 SSNRLDEMMITAL
DECLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

dHAIY DVSSvg dH.L NI SNOILVYddO

5
ONVHL 208 =L

Trady g7 — 8adJdo4 Jerndog
‘NEQIVM Ty ‘1€ ATAATH =~ g
TTdY QT == SHATOAYHS —- Y

Lo



DECLASSIFIED

Sk et

proceeded inte & canal in .search of targets, The PBR sailors were soomn
engaged with the enemy when the boats began receiving small arms and
automatic weapons fire, Two firing runs were made against the enemy
position and the enemy guns were silenced, The boats, however, were
under attack once again as they exited the canal, Fire was returned

and soon suppressed by the PBR's and a Navy helicopter gunship, GARREIT
COUNTY also joined in the fight by saturating the area with her LO-mm
cannons, Destruction inflicted on the snemy totaled one ‘Efiet Cong killed,
8ix structures destroyed, five structures damaged and ﬁhree offensive
bunkers damsaged,

Operations in the Bassac River

On 6 April a light helicopter fire tesm from Binh Thuy-based Heli-
copter Attack (Light) Squadrom THREE, Detachment Ssvem (TU 116,1,9), flew
a mission in support of Popular Force troops operating im Ke Sach sub-
sector, Ba Xuyen sector, The air strike conducted by the "Seawolves®
against enemy positions resulted im 30 Viet Comg killed im actiom,

During the period 8-1k April four PBR's from River Section 511
(TU 116,1,1) conducted special pstrols on the upper Bassac River in the
vicinity of Chau Doc to extend US/GVN naval presence, collsct intelligence,
conduct psychological operations, and enforce curfews,

On 10 April the Navy “Seawclves" once agaim supported Popular Force
troops in comtact with the enemy about L miles northeast of Can Tho, The

armed helicopters placed repeated strikes in the areas of Viet Cong
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concentrations, Nine Viet Cong were killed and probably at least 1l more
were killed by the Navy gunners, There were alsc three structures des—
troyed and eight damaged by the air actionm,

On 11 April, SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Eighth Platoon, led by Lieu-
tenant Henry J, RHINEBOLT, USN, officer in charge of the detachment, cone
cluded a two-week intelligence gathering operation im the western Mekong
Delta, Based in the vicinity of Tach Gia, on the Gulf of Thailand, the
SEAL's investigated reports of extensive Viet Cong movement and resupply
along the coastline and south from the Cambodian border in Kien Giang
Province, Their observations indicated that there was very little activity
along the coast; however, there was considerabls Viet Cong movcment zlong
an inland supply route, During the course of the operation, the SEAL's
killed 10 Viet Cong, captured 4 and seized 3 enemy weapons.

On 12 April, Commander River Division 51 conducted a combined GAME
WARDEN/Popular Force operation on the Vong and Cu canals, about 15 miles
southeast of Can Tho, Eight PBR's from Task Unit 116,1.2 and 116,1.3.,
two light helicopter fire teams from Task Units 116,1,8 and 116.1,9 and
USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST821} participated in the P»s hour operation, After
the troops were landed by the patrol boats in the area of a known Viet
Cong concentration, the PBR's provided a blocking force for the troops
that made immediate contact with the enemy, The Navy helicopters gumships
contimied their pre-landing air strikes against the enemy positions and

remained overhead throughout the operation, HARNETT COUNTY served as a
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rearming and refueling station for the helicopter fire teams, In the
ensuing ground fighting 11 Viet Cong were killed and 10 were captured,

The most significant accomplishment of the operation was the liberatiom
of 3k Vietnamese prisoners found chained in bunkers when the Popular Force
troops over-ran a Viet Cong priscm camp, Eight of the prisoners releassd
were Popular Force f:roops that had been held capturs for twe years by ths
enemy, Two rifles; two sampans and documents were captyred, thrse sampans
and two structures were desiroyed and six structurss were damaged by the
friendly forces, The only casualties sustained were twe Popular Force

troops who were wounded slightly by punji pit booby traps.

GAME WARDEN UNITS

On 3 April Captain Arthur W, PRICE, Jr,, USN, relieved Captain Paul
N, GRAY, USN; as Commander River Patrol Force (CTF 116) during cersmonies
held at Binh Thuy, Republic of Vietnam (RVN),

On 3 April River Sectiom 535 relocated from Bimh Thuy to APL=55,
vacated task unit designator 116,1,3 and assumed task unit designater
116,3,5, River Section Sli relocated from Nha Be to Binh Thuy and assumed
task unit designator 116.1,.3,

On 11 April USS HARNETT COUNTY (LST82L) changed to the operationsl
control of CTF 116 and arrived on station in the Bassac River, HARNETT

COUNTY embarked River Section 513 (TU 116,1.L)} and Helicopter Attack
L3 SSRLRRNILL]
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(Light) Squadron THREE (HAL-3), Detachment Ome (TU 116,1.8), and relieved
USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST846) as TU 116,1.6 and commenced GAME WARDEN opera-
tions, JENNINGS COUNTY proceeded to Subic Bay, Philippines; for upkeep,
changing to the ¢perational control of CIF Té.

On 11 April River Sectiom 513 vacated task unit designator 116,1,.k
and assumed task unit designator 116,1.3. River Section 51k wacated task
unit designator 116,1.3 and assumed task unit designator 116.1.L,

On 1l April USS HUNTERDON COUNTY (IST838) with River Sectiom 532
embarked departed station on the Ham Luong River enroute to Qui Nhom (II
CTZ) for special operations in support of elememts of the Republic of
Korea Army (ROKA). HAL-3, Detachment Five (TU 116,3.8) shifted to Dong
Tam for the duration of the vperation,

On 16 April APL=55 shifted location to the Ham Luong River near
the mouth of the Ben Tre River in order to allow the embarked river sec-
tions to more adequately cover the area left vacant when HUNTERDON GOUm
departed station,

On 16 April HUNTERDON COUNTY arrived Qui Nhon, changed tc the opera=
tional control of CTG 115,2 and began providing a blocking force for the
ROKA ground cperations,

On 22 April, Commander Charles N, STRANEY, USN, relieved Commander
Donald WARTHEN, USN, as Commander Rung Sat Special Zons River Patrol Group
(CTG 116.4) at Nha Be,

On 25 April SEAL Team Detachment GOLF, MIKE Platoon, relocated from
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the Rung Sat Special Zone to the APL-55 in the Ham Luong River, The pla-
toon vacgted task element designator 116,4,0,2 and assumed task element
designator 116,3,0,2,

On 29 April USS JENNINGS COUNTY (LST846) changed to the operational
control of CTF 116 and arrived om statiom in the Co Chien River, After
embarking River Sectionm 523 (TU 116,2.4) and HAL-3, Detachment Four (TU
116,2,8), JENNINGS COUNTY relieved GARRETT COUNTY (I.S@‘?Bé) as TU 116,2,6
and commenced GAME WARDEN operations,

On 29 April SEAL Team Dstachment ALFA, Seventh Platoon, vacated
TU 116,3,0 and was relieved by SEAL Team Detachment ALFA, Tenth Platoon,
which assumed TE 116,3.0.1,

On 29 April River Sectiom 525 assumed task element designator
116,4,1 .k,

On 30 April USS GARRETT COUNTY (IST786) proceeded to Subic Bay

Philippines, for upkeep, changing toc the operational control of CTF 76

enroute,
Task Force Organization end of April
Task Designator Location
CTF 116 COMRIVPATRON BINH THUY
CTG I16,1 COMRIVDIV 51 BINH THUY
CTU 116,1.0 SEAL, TEAM DET ALFA, EIGHT PLT BINH THUY
CTU 116,1,1 OIC RIVPATSEC 511 BINH THUY
CTU 116,1,2 OIC RIVPATSEC 512 BINH THUY
CTU 116,1,.3 OIC RIVPATSEC 513 HARNETT COUNTY
CTU 116,1.4 OIC RIVPATSEC 51k BINH THUY
CTU 116,1,6 CO HARNETT COUNTY (LST821) BASSAC RIVER
CTU 116,1.8 OIC HAL=3, DET OKE HARNETT COUNTY
s e
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Task Force Organization end of April {CONT'D)

Task Designator

Unit

CTU 116,1.9
CTG 116,2
CTU 116,2.0

CTU 116,2.1
CTU 116,2,3
CTU 116.2.k
CTU 116.2.6
CTU 116.2.8
CTU 116,2.9
CTG 116,32

CTU 116.3.0

CTE 116,3.0.1
CTE 116.3.0.2

CTU 116.3.1
CTU 116,3,2
CTU 116,.3.3
CTU 116.3.h
CTU 116,2.5
CTU 116,3.6
CTU 116,3.8
CTU 116,3,9
CTG 116,k
CTU 116.4.0
C'E 116.4.0.1
CTE 116,4.0.3

CTE 116.4.0.L

CTU 116,h.1
CTE 116,h,1,1
CTE 116,L,1.2
CTE 116.h1 .4
CTU 116,42
CTV 116.L,8
CTG 116,5

CTG 116,6
CTU 116,6.0

CLNPFEENTIS
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0IC HAL-3, DET 7
COMRIVDIV 52

OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA,
NINTH PLTN

OIC RIVPATSEC 52k

OIC RIVPATSEC 522

0IC RIVPATSEC 523

CO JENNINGS COUNTY (IST8LS)
OIC HAL=3; DET 4

0IC HAL-3, DET 3
COMRIVDIV 53

OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA,
TENTH PLIN

OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA,
TENTH PLTN

OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF,
MIKE PLTN

OIC RIVPATSEC 533

0IC RIVPATSEC 531

OIC RIVPATSEC 53k

OIC RIVPATSEC 532

OIC RIVPATSEC 535

CO HUNTERDON COUNTY (LST838)

0IC HAL-3, DET S
0IC HAL-3, DET 6
COMRSSZRIVPATGRU
OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF

OIC MOBIIE SUPFORT TEAM THREE

OIC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF,
DELTA FITN

0IC SEAL TEAM DET GOLF,
BRAVO PLTN

COMRIVDIV Sk

OIC RIVPATSEC 5L

OIC RIVPATSEC 5L2

0IC RIVPATSEC 525

OIC MINRON 11 LET ALFA
OIC HAL=3, DET 2
COMRIVRON FIVE

OIC SEAL TEAM DET ALFA
SEAL TEAM DET ALFA, EIGHTH
PLTN

L6

Location

BINH THUY
VINH LONG

VINH LONG

SA DEC

VINH LONG
GARRETT COUNTY
CO CHIEN RIVER
JENNINGS COUNTY
VINH LONG

MY THO

MY THO
MY THO

APL=55

MY THO

MY THO

APL-55
HUNTERDON COUNTY
APL=55

SPECIAL OPS II CTZ
DONG TAM

DONG TAM

NHA BE

NHA BE

NHA BE

NHA BE

NHA BE
NHA EE
NHA BE
NHA BE
NHA BE
NHA BE
NHA EE
BINH THUY
BINH THUY

BINH THUY



Task Force Organization end of April (CONT'D)

Task Designator Unit

CTU 116,8,1

CTG 116,8 CO HAlL=3

OIC MOBSUPPCRT TEAM TWO

DECLASSIFIED
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Locaticon

BINH THUY
VUNG TAU

COMRIVDIV 55 and OIC RIVSEC 521 located Danang, Task.designator
unassigned these units,

GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
April 1568

PBR Statistics:

a,
De
o
d,
e,
£,

8o

Helicopter Fire Team Statistics:

Total Patrols (Two Boats):
Total Contactss

Total Inspecteds

Total Boaxdeds

People Detaineds

Sampans/Junks Detaineds

Day 886
Day 88,555
Day _21,170
Day _LT,504
82l
¥

Total Patrol Hours: bk, 483,5

do

b,

Total Flight Hours: 1,065.7

Helicopter Missionss

(1) Preplanned strikess

{2) Reactions

(3) Targets of opportunitys
(4} Supports

L7

Night 905
Night _ 8,115
Night 2,173

Night 2,570
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3. GAME WARDEN Totals:

do

ie

Fire Fights:

DECLASSIFiED

(1) PBR 33
{2) Helo 126
(3) MSB g
(L) LoM 1
(5) LPL 0
{6) STAB Q
Sampans s Destroyeds 127 Damageds 237~ Captureds L
Jurks 3 Destroyeds 0 Damageds 4 Captureds @
Structures: Destroyed: 146 Damaged: 163
Bunkerss Destroyeds 1 Damageds
Enemy ¢ KIAR 76 KIA (Poss,) LL WIA 18 CAP 3
Friendlys: KIA 1 wia 38
Friendly Batile Damages:
(1) PER 38
(2) Helo 18
(3) IsT o
PBR MEDEVAC s 76
HHHHER
k9 e i
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U. S. Army and Navy officers discuss strategy during a planning conference

in the Mobile Riverine Force field headquarters at the fire support base,

The officers are (left to right) Brigadier General KNOWLTON, USA, Assistant
Division Commander; 9th Infantry Division; Colonel Bert A, DAVIS, USA,
Commanding Officer of the 9th Division's Second Brigade; Captain R, S, SALZER,
USN,; Commanding Officer of Navy Riverine Assault Flotilla ONE; and Major
General Julian J. EWELL, USA, Commanding Gemeral;, Sth Infantry Divisiom, The
fifth participant (upper right) in the photo is unidentified,
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE (TASK FORCE 117)

During the month of April the Mobile Riverine Force (MRF) operatsd
primarily in Dinh Tuong and Kien Hoa provinces, Total losses inflicted
on the enemy by the assault forces of the MRF amounted to 285 Viet Cong
killed, 11 prisoners captured and 1,665 structures destroyed, MRF casual-
ties during the same period were Ll killed (3 USN, 3k USA, L VAMC} and
26, wounded (66 USN, 170 USA, 28 VNMC), After a MRF planning sesgiom with
IV Corps personnel at Can Tho on 16 April, the 2Znd Battaliom Tistnammse
Marine Corps became firmly committed to operatioms im ccoperation and co=
ordination with the MRF, The battalion moved to Wivouac sites near Dong
Tam on the following day and immediately commenced familiarizatiom traim=
ing with River Assault Divisiom (RAD) 112, During April PBR's, SEALSs
and Navy armed helicopters of Task Force 116 participated in or smpp@rt@ﬁ
several Task Force 117 riverins strike gperations,

Operationg in Kien Hos Province

On 2 April the L/L7th Infantry Battalion {Inf, Bn) conducted a one-
day airmobile operation in Ham Luomg Districet, just south of the Dong Tam
anchorage, to destroy enemy fortifications, bunkers and gun emplacements
in the area from which the MRF had besn receiving harassment fire, Two
Viet Cong were killed during the sweep operatiom and 170 bunkers and 3 huts
were destroyed, Ome soldier was wounded, but not as a result of hostile
action,

On 2 April while the MRF was anchored in the vicinity of Dong Tam a
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homemade booby trap was discovered aboard USS COLLETON (APB36}, The explo-
sive device, which consisted of C-L explosive, shaped like a grenade, with
an attached claymore detonator, was found in the auxiliary engine room
alongside a pipe, MRF EOD personnel disarmed the device, This marked the
first-known possible attempt at sabotage against 2 ship of the MRF, The
source of the booby trap was not determined; however; a thorough investi=
gation was initiated by the Naval Investigative Service, along with the
implementation of more stringent internal security procedures and inspec~
tions,

On the morning of L April the MRF launched a two-battalion riverine
and reconnaisance-in-force operation im True Giang and Giong Trom districts
of Kien Hoa Province, The operastion was initiated before dawn when RAD's
91 and 92 lifted the L/L7th and 3/47th Inf, Bns, into the Truc Giang operat-
ing area; after Task Force SIX GUN had been established in its fire support
bas