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USS WORDEN CHRONOLOGY 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 

03 JAN - 16 JAN 1972 

22 JAN 1972 

26 JAN - 27 JAN 1972 

07 FEB 1972 

08 FEB - 04 MAR 1972 

05 MAR - 11 MAR 1972 

03 APR 1972 

08 APR - 15 APR 1972 

16 APR 1972 

18 APR - 28 APR 1972 

30 APR - 07 MAY 1972 

08 MAY 1972 

DECLASSIFIED 

USS WORDEN conducts special operations 
in the Sea of Japan with USS ROWAN 
(DD-782). Units visit Sasebo, Japan 
for fuel stops on 07 JAN and 11 JAN. 

USS WORDEN underway from Yokosuka, Japan 
for extended operations in the Gulf of 
Tonkin. 

Enroute to the Gulf of Tonkin, USS WORDEN 
visits Kaohsiung, Taiwan. Preparations 
made for joint WORDEN-Nationalist Chinese 
ASW exercise conducted off Kaohsiung 
28 JAN 1972. 

USS WORDEN enters Gulf of Tonkin for 
first action with Task Force 77 since 1969. 

USS WORDEN operates on North Search and 
Rescue (SAR) Station in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

USS WORDEN operates on Positive Indentifica­
tion and Radar Advisory Zone (PIRAZ) station 
in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

USS WORDEN while enroute to fleet operations 
off Okinawa is diverted to the Gulf of Tonkin 
as a part of Task Force 77 build-up to 
counter the North Vietnamese Easter offensive. 

USS WORDEN escorts USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43) 
on Yankee Station. 

USS WORDEN assumes North SAR station in 
connection with first major air strikes on 
Haiphong since 1968. During the early 
morning raid WORDEN inadvertently struck 
by two anti-radiation missiles fired by 
U. S. aircraft. One crewmember killed, nine 

others wounded. 

USS WORDEN retires to Subic Bay, Philippines 
for repair of battle damage. 

USS WORDEN ieturns to the Gulf of TonJdn as 
escort for USS KI'ITY HAWK (CVA-63). 

USS WORDEN assumes SAR station off Thanh Hoa 
during initial mine-laying raids on North 
VietNam. 
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16 MAY - 12 JUN 1972 

16 JUN - 17 JUN 1972 

20 JUN - 20 JUL 1972 

09 AUG - 23 AUG 1972 

11 SEP - 15 SEP 1972 

18 SEP - 30 SEP 1972 

01 OCT - 07 OCT 1972 

08 OCT - 16 OCT 1972 

21 OCT - 24 OCT 1972 

18 NOV - 12 DEC 1972 

08 DEC - 12 DEC 1972 

31 DEC 1972 

DECLASSIFIED U 
Restricted Availability at Ship Repair 
Facility, Yokosuka, Japan to complete 
repairs of 16 APR 1972 battle damage. 

USS WORDEN demonstrates return to full 
capabilities in missile firings off 
Okinawa by fire-recertifying Missile 
Fire Control Systems 1 and 2. 

USS WORDEN operates on South SAR station 
off Cape Mui Ron. 

USS WORDEN operates as escort for USS MIDWAY 
(CVA-41), USS HANCOCK (CVA-19) and USS 
KITTY HAWK (CVA-63) duriag two week period 
on Yankee Station. 

USS WORDEN visits Hong Kong, B. C. C. 

USS WORDEN serves as escort for USS KITTY 
HAWK (CVA-63) on Yankee Station. 

USS WORDEN operates on Middle SAR Station 
off Vinh. 

USS WORDEN operates on South SAR Station 
off Cape Mui Ron. 

USS WORDEN visits Hachinohe, Japan in 
connection with 1972 Navy Day festivities 
at Misawa A, F, B. 

USS WORDEN operates on North SAR Station. 

USS WORDEN visits Kaohsuing, Taiwan. 

USS WORDEN closes out the year at Berth 
15, Yokosuka, Japan. Complement: 26 
Officers. 368 Enlisted. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE USS WORDEN 
Ol JAN - 31 DEC 1972 

After enjoying a month-long holiday rest in December 1971, the USS WORDEN 
sailed from Yokosuka, Japan on the Third of January, for special operations in 
the Sea of Japan. Steaming in company with the USS ROWAN, WORDEN traversed 
the Tsagaru Strait between the Japanese islands of Hokkaido and Honshu, and 
spent two weeks in the cold waters of the Sea of Japan. Operations were 
interupted only by brief fueling stops in Sasebo, Japan on the 7th and 11th 
of January. 

WORDEN returned to Yokosuka on the 17th of January for a five-day stop 
in preparation for the ship's first cruise to the Gulf of Tonkin in three 
years. On the transit southward, the ship visited several ports for the first 
time since joining the U. s. SEVENTH FLEET in November 1971. On the 24th of 
January, WORDEN moored in Buckner Bay, Okinawa for a brief fuel stop, then 
proceeded to a two-day liberty visit in Kaohsuing, Taiwan on 26-27 January. 
Upon sailing from Kaohsuing on the 28th of January WORDEN participated in 
an Anti-Submarine Warfare Exercise with Nationalist Chinese vessels in the 
Taiwan Straits. The final preparations for the Gulf of Tonkin were made 
in Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines, where WORDEN moored from the 2nd 
to the 5th of February. 

On the 6th of February, WORDEN left the Philippines and proceeded west to 
assume duties in the Gulf of Tonkin. For the remainder of the month, WORDEN 
operated on North Search and Rescue ( SAR Station ( CTU77. 0 .1)). WORDEN Air 
Controllers not only provided radar and navigation information to Task Force 
77 aircraft, but on 3 March vectored a rescue helicopter in to recover an 
F-4 pilot and his Radar Intercept Officer from the USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43). 

WORDEN was relieved on North SAR by the USS MAHAN on 4 March, and moved 
closer to the North Vietnamese Coast Off Thanh Hoa to assume duties on the 
Positive Identification and Radar Advisory Zone (PIRAZ) Station (CTU 77.0.2), 
On the Eleventh of March WORDEN was relieved of PIRAZ duties by the USS 
CHICAGO and proceeded back to homeport - Yokosuka, Japan. 

On 3 April, WORDEN departed Yokosuka for what was to be a month of 
operations off Japan and Okinawa, in connection with an amphibious exercise 
in the Sea of Japan (Golden Dragon). However, during the previous weekend, 
North Vietnamese units had crossed the Demilitarized Zone in a major offensive, 
and WORDEN was diverted south in a major buildup of Task Force 77 units to 
counter the North Vietnamese threat. On the 8th of April, WORDEN assumed 
duties as escort for the USS CORAL SEA and on 10 April WORDEN recovered one 
CORAL SEA flight-deck crewman who had fallen over the side of the carrier. 

After a week of plane-guarding, WORDEN was assigned duties on North SAR 
Station on the 15th of April, with USS HIGBEE in company. That night, 
U. S. Forces conducted the first major air strike on Haipho~ since 1968. 
Dtll"ing the strike, at 0357H, 16 April, WORDEN was damaged by two anti­
radiation missiles inadvertently fired by U. s. support aircraft. One 
crewmember, Robert A. STERLING, Boatswain's Mate Third Class, was Rilled, 
and nine others were injured including , Boiler Technician 
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First Class who was seriously in~ usly injured were 
Quartermaster Seaman Apprentice ~ Radarman Third 
Class Quartermaster Second Class 

, Boiler Technician Second Class 
Fire Control Technician Third Class 

, and Radioman Six of the injured 
were airlifted to the helicopter carrier TRIPOLI for treatment. 

Although structural damage to the ship was not great, the ship's 
exposed antennas and electronic equipment were riddled with shrapnel. 
Thus, WORDEN was directed to proceed to Subic Bay for repairs, where she 
arrived on the morning of 18 April. A~er ten days of continuous repair 
work on the part of Ship Repair Facility, Subic Bay, WORDEN departed the 
Philippines on 28 April and returned to the Gulf of Tonkin. From 30 
April until 7 May, WORDEN served as escort for the USS KITTY HAWK on 
Yankee Station. 

On Mav 8 WORDEN was detached from KITTY HAWK and assumed a SAR station 
(TU 77.0.4) off Thanh Hoa during the first U, S, Mine-laying strikes on 
North Vietnam. WORDEN returned to escort duties for KITTY HAWK on 9 MAY, 
until departing for Yokosuka again on 11 May. 

The ship arrived in Japan on 16 May and immediatedly began a Restricted 
Availability at the Ship Repair Facility, Yokosuka to install two new 
missile directors as replacements for two damaged on 16 April. A~er four 
weeks of hard work on the part of crewmembers, technical experts flown 
from the United States and Yokosuka repair pel"sonnel, WORDEN was ready to 
s ail again on 13 June-completely recovered from ~the tragic events of April. 

From Yokosuka, WORDEN proceeded to the Okinawa Missile Range, whel"e on 
the 16th and 17th of June, the two new missile directors were successfully 
demonstrated against aerial tar.gets. Continuing south, WORDEN assumed 
duties on South SAR Staiton (TU 77.0.3) on 20 June. For the next four 
weeks, WORDEN operated off Cape Mui Ron providing AAW protection for NGFS 
units in the area, and controlling surveillance aircraft over mined North 
Vietnamese waters. On the 21st! of July, WORDEN .was relieved by the USS ENGLAND, 
and headed back toward Japan. While enroute, WORDEN joined the USS ORISKANY 
and escorted her back to Yokosuka where they arrived on 28 July. 

WORDEN sailed again on 5 August, arriving in the Gulf of Tonkin on 9 
August, serving as escort for the USS MIDWAY until 12 August. WORDEN then 
escorted the USS HANCOCK from the 13th to the 15th of August, and the 
USS KITTY HAWK from the 16th to the 23rd of August. After shifting among 
several carriers, WORDEN returned to Yokosuka on 29 August. 

Hong Kong was the destination of WORDEN when the ship departed Yokosuka 
on 7 September. Arriving in the British colony on 11 September, WORDEN 
crewmembers spent five days of liberty, before heading for the Gulf of 
Tonkin again on 17 September. Once again, WORDEN served as escort for the 
USS KITTY HAWK from 18-30 September. 
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On the 1st of October WORDEN moved to the Middle SAR Station (TU 77.0.4) 
off Vinh, where she controlled aircraft monitorning North Vietnamese 
waters. On 7 October, WORDEN moved south to the familiar waters off 
Cape Mui Ron and the South SAR Station. 

WORDEN departed the Gulf of Tonkin on 17 October and headed northward, 
toward the Japanese port of Hachinohe. WORDEN visited this city on the 
nort~eastern side of Honshu from 21-24 October, in connection with Navy 
Day ~estivities at the near-by Misawa Air Force Base. Navy Day 
activities were sponsored by the Naval Security Group at Misawa. Inclement 
weather forced postponement of a majority of events planned for WORDEN's 
visit, and the ship sailed for Yokosuka on the 25th of October~ ~pon 
returning to Yokosuka, the ship was drydocked for replacement of both 
propellers. 

WORDEN departed Japan on 14 November, and arrived on North SAR Station 
in the Gulf of Tonkin on 18 NOV, where she operated until 5 Decmeber. The 
ship visited Kaohsiung, Taiwan again from 8-12 December on the way back to 
Japan. WORDEN arrived in Yokosuka on 16 December, and spent the last days 
of the year in a much-neededstanddown after a challenging year of operations 
in the U. S, SEVENTH FLEET. 

I . 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 

RELATED TO USS WORDEN COMMAND HISTORY 1972 

Miles Steamed 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 75,786 

Gallons of Fuel Consumed 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 8,097,931 

Number of Ulll"eps 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 53 

Number of Vertreps 07 

Number of Helo Landing~ 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 210 

Days in Combat Zone 01 JAN - 31 DEC 1972 158 

; , 
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1, CS) AT 0340H 16 APR OR IG WA S SHOTGUN FOR WOROEN AT NSAR , WURUE N 
WAS BEAR ING OUO DEGS AT 2000 YDS. ON CD UNSE 090 DEGS 1 AT 8 KNU IS, 
ONE SKUNK WAS Ht:LD AT CPA BEARING 226 OEGS TAT 13 MTLF S, WOR UE N 
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RADAK ANO BE ING OBS ERV ED OY HPKI DG E PERSONNE L. 

2 . CS) AT 0 3 56H ODD, SIGNALMEN AND LnOKUU TS nostRVEU WH AT 
APP EAREU 10 Bt: I WO SMA LL AI R ~URSTS CLOSf ABOAR D ON PORT QUARllR UF 
WORDEN THEN ONE LARG E EXPLOSION NEAR BR I DGE LEVEL FO . 
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NAVAL MESSAGE******* --sECREr ••*****NAVY DEPARTMENT 
DEGS T BUT 1HI5 RACKET DID NOT CORRELATE WITH ANY SFC COFTACT. 
F/C RADAR DID LUCK ON A CONTACT AT ABOUT 25 MILES BUT IDENTITY 
OF CONTACT WAS UNDETERMINED. 

4. CS) ORIG BELIEVES ATTACK LAUNCHED BY A/C OF UNDETERMINED 
ORIGIN BUT PRLlBABLY FRIENULY. 
cp .... 4 

BT 
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FLASII 
Z 1808292 APR 72 ZFF6 
rM SECDEF 

TO COMUSMACV 

INf-0 ClNCP/\C 

~3455 

OASO/PA SE:NUS 
REI-: CINCPACI-Ll 180 445 Z ArR. 72. 

CNU 

1. RELEASt: FOL LU WING I MMfOIATE LY, REPEAT I MMED I ATELY, FROM 
MACV. AOVISE LJASD/PA VII\ NMCC WHE N RELE/\SE ACCUMPLISHE D. 
QUOTE 9 ONE SA IL OR WAS KILLED ANO NI NE I NJURED I N /\N 
EXPLOSION SUNUAY AB OARD USS~DEN I N TH[ TONKIN GULF, 
EXACI CAUSE 0 1- lHE EXPLOSIO N 5 NOT B~EN OETERMINEU. 
PRE:LIMINAKY Rt PURTS I ND ICATE IHE WORDEN WAS BE YOND THE 
RANGE OF EMEMY SI-IORE B/\TTERIES. WE 00 Nor KNOW NOW WHFT HER 
FIR E I-ROM ENEMY VESSELS MAY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. WE HAVE NO 
FURTHE;R D!::TAILS AT lHJS TIMI;:. IN A SEPARATE I NC I DEN T ONE 
SAILOR W/\S KILLt O AND SEVEN I NJURED WH EN USS BUCHANA N WAS 
HIT BY A kOUNU FROM AN ENEMY SHUR E BAT TER Y WHILE OPERATING 
P/\GE 2 RUEKJCS 2672 SECRET 
OFF HIE CUAST OF VIET NAM MONDAY. WE 11 /\VE NU FURTHER 
DETAILS AT THIS TIME. UNUUOTt . 

2. IF ANY ASSE S~ MENT OF MA TE RIEL UR EQUIPME NT OAMAGE IS 
IMMEDIATE LY AVAlLABLf. CUNCERNING EI111ER SHIP IT MAY RE 
INCLU DE D IN THE ABOVE RELEAS E. UO NO T REPEAT NU T HOLD UP 
RELEASE Tu WAIT FOR DAMAGE ASSESSMENT NU T I MMED IJ\TELY 
/\VA HABLE. 

3Q IF THE AHDVE RELEASE RESU LTS IN THE OIKECT QUERY QUOTE : 
rs IT POS 5IbLt lHE WORDEN WAS HIT BY us OR DN ANCE? UNQ UOTE, 
REPLY WILL HE QUO TE , AS vJE SAIO WE 00 NO T AT 11!15 TI ME KNOW 
THt ~X ACT CAU~t OF THE EXP LUSIU N. AMONG OTHER lHINGS WE 
\.J OU !.ll.1 UF CUUKSb CHECK THAT POSS I BIL IT Y. UN C~ UOTE, 

t;;f..,4 

4. OD NOT AT IHIS TIME ADO FURTHER UETAILS SlJCH AS EXAC T 
LOCAT ION UF SHIPS . /\L L AODKF.~SEES AoVISf OASD/PA OF ANY 
REOOMMENDATIONS F1ANY rURTHER ELABORATI ON BUT 00 NOT HOLD UP IMMEDIATE 
RELE f.5E AS APPROVE BY AS D/PA~ 
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ROUTINE 
R 120600Z NOV 72 
FM USS WORDEN 

TO NWL DAHLGR EN VA 

INFO CDMCRUDESPAC SOIEGO CA 
ClNCPACFLT MAKALAPA HI 
NAVORDSYSCOMHQ WASH DC 

C Q N f I DENT I A~ //N03100// 

Ao YOUR 102l59Z NOV 72 

CNO WASH DC 
CTF SEVE N FIVE 

lo (C) REF A REQS CERTAIN INFO ON 16 APRIL DAMAGE9 

2, CC) BASIC DAMAGE ASSESSMENT OF 16 APR. WELL DOCUMENTED BY 
PHOTOS AND REPORT WHICH WILL BE MAILED ASAP VIA REG ·MAIL. RADAR 
EQUIPS LOST I NCLUDED AN/SPS-48~ AN/SPG-558 CSYSNOS9 ONE AND TWO). 
DAMAGE SUFFERED BY THESE THREE EQUIPS BOTH IN WAVE GUIDES AND 
ANTENNA ARRAYS9 AN/SPS~lO ANT~NNA ALTHOUGH SERIOUSLY RIDDLED, 
CONTINUED TO OPERATE SATISFACTORILY, AFTER ELECTRONEC CASUALTY 
CONTROL FIX, AS DID AN/SPS - 43 SHICH WAS NOT DAMAGED (LOCATED ON 
AFT MACK ON DLG-16 CLASS SHIP)9 ALMOST ENTIRE SUIT OF COMM/EC M 
ANTENNAS WERE DAMAGED SERIOUSLY ENOUGH TO REQUIRE REPLACEMENT 
(30 TOTAL), 

3Q CC) BLASTCS>, WHICH HAS BEEN RECONSTRUCTED AS DCCURI NG ABT 
40 FT o ABOVE PORT BRIDGE WING, ADDITIONALLY CAUSED APPROX 850 
HOLES, THE MAJORITY APPROX l/4-1/2 IN. DIA, THE LARGEST 3 1/2 I N. 
THE FURTHEST PENETRATION OCCURED 3 LEVELS BELOW BLAST. THE NET 
EFFECT OF THIS TYPE OF DAMAGE IN ADDITION TO THAT DESCRIBED PARAZ, 
WAS A SUBTLE, YET EFFECTIVE AND COMPLETE DESRUPTION AND DAMAGE OF 
WIRE RUNS, SUPPORT EQUIPMENTS, AND PERSONNEL WITHIN A 50-75 YO 
RADIUS OF THE BLAST. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT APPROX ETPP FT. OF CABLE 
WAS RERUN, JUST DUE TO DAMAG~ IN MAST/PILOT HOUSE AREAS, ALONEo 

So (C) OTHER ASPECTS UF 16 APRQ DAMAGE WHICH MAY BE OF VALUE IN 
PROJECT DESCRIBED REF A, AND SHOULD BE OF CONCERN TO SHIP VISITOR 
WOULD INCLUDE; 

A. VULNERABILITY OF TOPSIDE WEAPONS STOWAGE CASRDC/M~ 32 AWTT) 
B, PSYCHOLOGICAL REACTION/RESPONSE TO UNEXPECTED ATTACK, 
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PARTICULIARY WITH REGARDS TO CASUALTY CONTROL/FIRST AID. 
C. VULNERA BILIT Y OF COMBATANT WAR SHIPS TO ANTI-RADIATION 

DEV ICES. 

6, (C) WELCOME VISITOR FDR INTERVIE W OF CREW MEMBERS. BEST TIME 
WOULD BE DURING 15 OEC - 10 JA N INPDRT PERIOD YOKO SUKA. 
GO S-78 
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