HISTORY OF USS UMIMANN {DD=5687)

USS UHIMANY, the only ship to bear its tiile, was named for Ensign
Robert. Weo UHH*IANN o2 Birminghen, Michigan, who was killed at Pearl Harbor
on December T, 1%4d.

On § Mareh 1943, the keel was laid at the Staton . Island, New York
Works of the Bethlehem Steel Company, Shipbuilding Division. She was
conmissioned 22 Novembsr 1943 and entered the Pacific war late in 194k.
UHIMANN participated in nearly every maJor strike against the enemy from
her entry until the end of the war. This action included: & successful
enti-gubmerine attack; anti-sircraft action off Kyueku, Formosa, and the
Philippines; participation in sirikes agalnst Okinawa, Formosa, Luzony
and Smar; the. sscond battle of the Philippine Sea; support of the land-
inge-at Mindoro and Iwo Jime; and in inmumerable supporting otrikes
againat the Japangse home islands and ports along the Chinese Coast.. The
“end oi World War II found UHIMANN as one of the first U.S. Ships in Tokyo
Bsy where she was propent at the signing of the peace treaty. After a
cruise with the coccupation forces in Japan, UHLMANN retumd to the United
States and was decommissioned on 1h June 1946,

With the criais in Korea, UHLMANY was recommissioned in reserve on
23 May 1950 and joined the active fleet on 27 Jamuary 1951.

On 16 Juns 195), UHLMANN departed San Diego; California under the
command of Commander P.A. LILLY,dr., for her first tour of duty in the
Korean comdat zone operating wit, Task Force 77, While in Korea UHLMANN
earnsd the Korean Service Medal with two stars, the’United Nations Service
Medal and the Chine Service Medsl. In Janmary of 1952, UHLMANN returned to
the United States,; and underwent a period of overrsul in the Hare Island
¥aval Shipyard at Vallejo, California. On 19 July 1952, at Sen Diego,
Commander R.W. PENNOYER,USN assumed command., After leaving San Diego, she
agsin . headed for the far East, arriving in early Sepiember of the same
year.. ‘The next six months found UHLMANN operating extensively, first with
a. fast carrier task force off the Korean Coast and then with a Hunter-
Killer, antiesubmarine groap and on Formosa Patrol. While off the coast of
Korea, UHLMANN delivered much destructive fire against the enemy's shore
installations, and she received the Purple Heart for-a hit received while
accompliah.ing her mission.

The ship departed Yokosuka, Japan, on 3 March 1953 in company with
Destroyer Division 152, stopping at Midway and Pearl Harbor, T.H., and
arriving at San Diego on 19 March 1953: o

On 27 July, Destroyer Squadron 15 and 17, USS HELENA (G!.“75)s
10S ANGELES (CA~135), and numerous other San Diego-based ships embariced
for a north bound exercise tour which culminated with UHLMANN and ships
in company being featured in the annual. oeatt.le s Washington Sea Falir on
1 Aungusto



waosber of 1553 fomad UALMARY rejoining the Sorves lo the Far East
awi perbicipating ip variows operations. On 21 Decswber 1953 Commsndexr
PINNOTER wae rolisved by Commander Daniel B. KIMOBE, USN, us Cormanding
Offtenr. Botuwning to $he Umited States in April, 195h, UHIMANN soteved
the Bavel Shipyerd at Long Beach, California and afiter the routine upe
kzep -and type Srainiog which serves o medernize and rejuvenate the shipe
of our fleet she deployed ia January 1955, for the Wastern Pacific arsas.
In May the ship veturmed to San Diege, and then Jarmwary of 1956, she was
rotated to the Far East again. In June UHLMANN once again headed for her
homs poyrt of San Diege and in July she enteved the Mare Isliand Naval Ship-
yaed for another pericd of romtine overbeul. From Mare Island URLMANH
proceeded to San Diego only to receive orders to sail immedistely for
Seatile, Washington on mpecial duty. Five days after arriving in Seatile
UNIMARY was cxdored to fan Diego again, md ghe arrived there on 25
Docenber 1956,

After & poricd of operaticn in the wsiers off Southern Californis,
UHIMANN was deployed once more tw the Western Paclfie. Ieaving Sam Dlego
on 8 Februsry 1957 under the commend of Cormander E.S. JACISON, UHLMANN
along,with her sister ships of Destroyer Divisiop 152, USS HOPEWELL;
USS KIDD, and USS WEDDERBURN, wes bound for Pearl Harbor; Ssdebo and Kure; .
Japan; Hong Kong and Yeiosuks, Jepsn. Whiils operating during the Pacifie
Cruige; URIMANN served on Taiwan Patrel gmd in the maAnEUvers of the UoS.
SFVE\}TH Fleet,o

After a pleagsant apd susccesaful tour, the ship set its course for hom
and on 9 August she stesmed in to Szn Diego Harbor where friends and
families welcomed her men back to the Uniled States.

Buring the ﬂ@at of Zugust UELMANN resained in port while h.er crew
enjoyed rest and recrsatiom. On 25 Sepigmber, & new Captain, Commsnder
E-Oa BRICKSON, formally sssumed commsrd of UHIMANN, and soon the ship was
bugy again with typs treining. mslateranes, and upkeep. This active
schedile way puacivetzd by two major opexatmm, & striie sxereise and &
subnaring exereise) which were fleet mancuvers designed to aid the develop-
mant of edvanced navel tactics and the use of new weapons. In Jecember,
UHLMANN waa im port for the Holiday seasond, and during Janvery aml Febraury
she continued to operaie nesr San Dieg.a while preparing for her deployment
te the Westem Pacific.

- On 18 March 1958, UHLMANH, in cmnpw with the other five suips of
Dastroyer Squadren 15, set s=il for Syduney, Anstralia, atopping overnight
at Pearl Harbor and Pago Pago. After five dsys in Syduey, she reported for
duty with the Scventh Fleet mnd procecded %o Yokosuka, Japan, having called
briefly at Mems: Island and Guems. Five wonths of operating with Task Force
77 followed, as UHIMANK operated with USS HANCOCK aand other ghips in the
vicintty of Japan, Teiwan, and the Philippines. Dusfing this period she
paused briefly at Suble Bay, Cicinssm, Yolrosuka, and Hong Kong. The lsbanon
and Quyemoy crisis, with their accompenylng demsnds on the Seventh Fleet
did potb find Ummﬁs veqdiness wanbing. Foc her complats reliability and



Toan N0P epiris dvving long and strervous wesks at sea witn a fash

cayrisy group, UNIMANE earmed pralse from those with whom she worked.

She reburbed to San Dlegs on 1 Ochober 1958, and remainsd im port for #he
rest of that month while her crew enjoyed lsave and lilerily. Iccal
training cruisas followed during Novewber. On 11 December UMIMANN antsred
i Iong Beach Naval Shipyerd for her blsnmual overhsul. Installation
of new equigment’ and repairs to old were carried out by the crow and the
shipyard personnals 4% thin time Commander Johm TACAVA Jre, took command
of UHIMAKN .

on 11 Mareh 1959 UHMLMANH left the shipyard, and returned o San Diege
for two months ¢f upkesp and undewwsy trainimg. After successfally come
plating her teainiog peried, she made final preparation for deploynent %o
HESTPAS on 2 Jupa 1959, S :

While zerving with the Seventh Flset in 1959 UHLMANN engaged in an
amphibious exerclse on theewmb coset of Korea and seyved on the Talwen
Patrol. After operation with USS HUMNET for an exercise the ship hostad
the people of Fwmlami and took pard in that city's annusl featival.. “'The .
porte of Homg Keng, Ssosbe, Yokosvka and Keohsiung were visited. The
ship completed. the oruise wlth an avallability ab Guam and headed home o
arrive at Sen Diego Wovember 12th, vie Pearl Harbor. S :

~The winter dnd spring of 1960 found URLMANN pmieipating 4n warious
routine opspatitins nsar Sem Diego, UHAMAHN hosted a platcon of Alr Force
Cadets fox & week of cperetions during & Jlarge scale Air Deferss Exerclses -
A treat cams vhen UHLMANN was chosen to join in the Portland Rose Pestivalo
The snauing tyip up ths Columbia River snd sfay in Portlsnd was enjoyed - -
by &34, : e i _

Cn 1 Augupt UHIMARY deployed to: ths Western Pacific sgain; heading for
Guam visz Pearl Marbor. After a brief stay 'in Guam, UVHIMAINN headed for
Sublc Bay and operaticns with Task Fores 77 carefully watehing ILsos emd
the South Chira Sea. ' . '

" sf%er & tour with Tesk Force 77 UHIMARN procecded to Sasebo for October

s

aveildbility and & new Commanding Officer, Commander J.M. FADDIS.

UHLMANN egein took her tour of ths Teimen Patrol, spd during s brief
stop at Homg Eong, she received ber thivd cemsecuhive Battle Bfficlency
"E¥ in 2 presontation made by Comrasder Destroyer Fletilla (NE. Upon
leaving Hong Kong, UEIMANN peturned o Task Force 72 and the Talwen Fatrol
for a lengthirg Boul with baavy weather., 1960 ended as UHIMARN arrived
Yokosuka, Japen jJust prior bo New Ysar's Eve for an availability.



Ths Bew Year found JHLMANN in Xokosuks, Japan catching her last
giirmpse of the Orient before returning to the Unlted States. On February
1,196] UHLMANN arrived basck in Sen Dlego where she went through a one
month lesve snd upkeep period, followed by a two wesk trip %o San
Franciscu, Czlifornia. In late April UHLMANN entered the Iong Beach
Naval Shipyard for three months of routine overhaul. In August UHLMANN
returned to San Diego and began a six week period of extensive underway
training conducted by Fleet Treining Group. Following the completion
of her underway training period, UHLMANN took part in local fleet
operatlons off the coast of Southern Galifornia including one major strike.

T Decéember, 1961 UALMANN commenced a one month availability in San
Ilego at the Naval Repalir Facility and alongside USS DIXIE (AD-1k) prior
to 143 de*ployment to WESTPAC cn 6 January 19620 :

& Jamuary 1962, found UHLMANN depart:.ng San Diego with twenty-five
other ships fur six months of duty agaunlt of the U.S. Seventh Fleet.
This mass movemsnt marked the first . time that an entire flotilla deployed
for the Far Fast at the same time. After stopping for one week in Hawaii
for anti-submarine exervises, PHLMANN arrived in Yokosuka, Japan on 1°
February. From Yokosuke UHLMANN operated withthe carrier LEXINGTON in
the Sss of Japan and then proceeded to Hong Kong, From Hong Kong,

UHLZANN participated in a large scale air. defense exercise off the coasts
of Tmzon end Vigt-Nam in the South China Seaa In March, UHLMANN again
moved nowth . +"'-A.:-gSasebo, Japan, After & two: week tender availability, she -
conducted; furthér Task Force 77 operations with the LEXINGTON before
proges d:.ng 4o Kdchajung, where UHL:ANK delivered her third consecutive
shipmant of medical and surgical supplﬁ.ea to Sister Hilda Meier at Saint
Josephts Hospital, This $10,000 carge was UHLMANN'S part in the. Opemtion
Handc Laspg “Pscple to People" Program.: From Formosa, UHLMANN returned to -
Hong fong for dity as station ship, In early June, her tour nearly -
complate, UHLMANN went north to Yokosuka for a two week tender a‘e’ailabiliﬁy
and departed for San Diego in July by way of the great circle route,

- arriving on 18 July 1962.

Following eight weeks of overhaul from January through March 1963; the
next fow months were spent with upkeep and operation ocut of San Diego.
Eiﬁ“%ﬁg July, UHLMANN along with the rest of the Destroyers of Cruiser
Testraver Flotilla NINE visited San Francisco, The remainder of the
summer was well, used in upkeep and upderway training in preparation for
the ship's deplomant in QOctober,

On 16 Dotober, UHLMANN departed San Diego on her ninth déployment to
WiISTPAC since the Korean Conflict. She arrived 1n Subic Bay, Philippines
in Hovember having stopped at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, Midway Islands, and
Guan during the transit, Upon leswing Subic Bay, UHLMANN joined USS
KITTY HAWK For sscort duties, The Task Uni:t. visited Kobe,Japan and then
wend into Yokasuka for an’ upkeep pericd over the holidaysu '



The New Year found UHIMANN and USS PER{INS departing Yokosuka for
Kachsuing,Taiwan where the two ships along with USS MeMORRIS spent a
month patrolling the Formosa Strail, After this the ship visited
Heng Kong before returning to Tokosuka for an upkeep peried,

UHLMANN then rejoined KITTY HAWK, operating as part of the fast
attack carrier task group. Stops were made at Sasebo, Japan and Buckner
Bay,Okinawa, from where UHLMAMN headed back for the United Stated via
Pearl Harbor,

The ship arrived in San Diego on 16 April 1965 and commenced a leave
and upkeep period.

On 24 April Comuander R.J. BRABANT relieved as Commanding Offfcer.
The leave and upkeep period continued followed by several days of local
operating during May.

On 22 June 196L, UHLMANN, USS CORAL SEA, USS VANCOUVER, USS DIODON,
and the ships of Cruiser Destroyer Flotilla NINE departed on a Midshipman
training eruise, UHLMANN made visits to Bellingham, Washington and San
Francisco, California before returning to San Diego on 2 July.

_ UHLMANN arrived at the Haval Shipyard, Lomg Beach, California on 6
October 196l for her regular overhaul, The averhaul was completed in
late Jamary 1965 and once again UHLIIANN headed for San Diego for six
weeks of refresher training,

On b April 1965 UHLVANN and various units of the FIRST Fleet parti-
cipated in Operation Tee Shot, The remainder of April was spent in
preparation for deployment to the Western Pacific.

On 27 April 1965, UHLMANN along with USS BON HOMME RICHARD, USS HULL,
U35 RUCKLEY, and USS PRICHETT again headed for the Western Pacific,
During the first month of this cruise, UHLMANN participated in lMarket
Time operations, searching over 150 junks for contraband and firing shore
bombardment againat six Viet Cong supply or bivouse areas, Also during
this month, UHLMANN was the first U.S. Naval Ship to be agsigned NGFS
duty in DaNang Harboro

) UHLMANN spent the next five months of deploymant. plane guarding for.
USS BON ROMME RICHARD, whose air wing was conducting strikes in South
Vietnam. These operations were interrupted periodically for brief repair
stops in Subic Bay, UHLMANN also had a twowweak iender availability in
Yokosuka, Japan. On 1 October 1965, Gomander Philiip A, WILSON assumed
commnand.

_Upon her finsl departure from USS BON HOMME RICHARD, UHLMANN along
with U3SS HANSON, USS DEMNIS J. BUCKLEY, and USS HULL proceeded teo Hong
Kong for a four-day ship's visit. From Hong Kong, UHLMANN went to Subic
Bay for minor repeirs and fuel, and then returned to San Diego, arriving
10 November 1965. : _



In early 1966, following the usual postedeployment leave and
upkeep period, UHLMANN participated in & busy schedule of type cruises,
including two weeks as ASW school ship and three days of spotter
training for COMPHIBTRAPAC., During the latter, UHLMANN fired 550
rounds in an almost round-the-clock schaduleo

During the port..ion of the year in which UHLMANN was a FIRST Fleet unit,
the most significant event was her participations, together with three
other destroyers, in a good-will tour to Acapulco, Mexico, 1eaving San
Diego on 16 May and ret.urning on 28 May 19660

After daploying for duty in the Western Pac:tfic, UHLMANN divided her
tims between acting as rescue/acreening destroyer for units of Task
Group 77 and providing Navel Gunfire Support, as & wnit of Task Unit
70.8:90 - She acted in these capacities from 12 September until 17 December,
with the exception of two brief inport periods. UHLMANN finished the
year as station ship and SOPA Admin at- the port of Hong Konge

tn 3 January 1967, UHI.MANN left Hong Kong arriving off the coast of
South Vietnsm on 4 Janvary to provide Naval Cunfire Support. On 11 January
the ship left the gun line end headed for Yokosuks with a brief refueling
stop at Buckmer Bay, Okinawa arriving in Yokosuks on 17 Januarye

On 19 Janvary the ship got underimy for t.he United States and San
Diego stopping from 27 to 28 Januwary at Pearl Harbor and arriving in San
Diego on 3 February at which time she eommenced a six week period of leave,
1iberty and upkeep.

UHLMANK left San Diego again on 20 March for local operations during
which she made a trip %o San Francisco to plane guard for USS ORISKANY
(CVA-3L) from 3 April to 7 April.

On 27 April Commander Herbert B. DOWSE,Jr, relieved Captain Phillip
A, WILSON as Commanding Officer. During this ceremony Captain WILSON
was awarded the Brongze Star (with combat "V") for exceptional meritorious
service as Comanding Officer of the USS UHLMANN during her deployment
off Vietnam,

During May UHLMANN served as Gun School Ship and ASW School Ship and
plana guardsd for USS CORAL SEA (CVA=43).

Midahipmen started to arrive on board en 8 June, and by 1 July
UHLMANN had 30 midshipmen aboard and got underway for PACMIDTRARON 67.
During this midshipmen cruise UHLMANN visited San Frencisco and Pearl
Harbor and participated in a specialiy designed training programe

2 August found the ship back in San Diego where midshipmen went their
separate ways. On 23 August UHLUANN entertained guests from the EL Centro
Navy Leaguée on & one daycruisea'



From 28 ﬁuguat to 31 August the ship participatsd in type training
in local OPAREAS, .

The ship underwent & tender availability with USS PIEDMONT (ADs7)
from 8 September to 22 Ssptembar, and partieipated in COMPTUEX 1L=67
from 25 September to 29 September.

On L October UHIMANN got underway for San Francisco and arrived at
Mare Jaland Naval Shipyard in Vallejo; California and commenced &
restricted availabllity which lasted amf-:!.l 6 December 1967,

UHLMANN was recogniged by COMSEVENTHFLT and awarded Seventh Fleet
_ Unit cmmda‘bim for her efferta in Viet-Nam.

UHI.MANI\T ha.d the honor of being tha COMCRUDESPAC nominee for the Ariegh
Burke ayerd, which is awarded anmually to the ship which has shown the
most inprovemmib in Battle Readiness in tha.t year,

UHLMARN begen theymofwéﬁin@kwppmpaﬁngforhermmdng
WESTPAC doployment.. The early part of the month of January was spent
participating in Fleet Exercise "Operation Beadstringer®, On 27 January
1968 UHIMANN departed San Dlego for a deploymnt to the Western Pseific
and the VieteNam Combat.

On 23 March 1968 UHLMANN recovered s man overboard from the USS
BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA=31). Thomes J, MILIER, SA was lost over the sids
from DON HOMME RICHARD at approximately 2130 during replenishment
operations and recovered on board tmmmn at 2136,

On 16 July 1968 UHIMAEN participated in a Naval Gunfire Support
Mission off the coast of Hue, South VieteNam in which she simmltaneously
fired on two targets, over a thousand yards apart, with two gun salvos
on each target, Thia is believed %o be the first time on record that a
United States destroyer has accompligshed this feat in the I Corp Zone

- of Viet-Ham,

On 11 Auguat UHLMANN returned to San Diego completing her deployment.

On 23 November UHLMA'N celebrated hé_r twentyr-fifth anniversary since
commizsionied in 1943. 4 ceremony was held on the ship during which awards
for merit.orioua conduct in combat were presented to members of ship's
COmMpERY »

UHLMANN began a regular overhaul on 3 December at fong Beach Nawval
Shipyard, Long Beach, California.
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COMM.. .OING CFFICERS ¥SS UHLMANN . ( uD-687)

CDR S, G. HOOPER, USN 11-22-43 3-10-45

CDR S. C. SMALL, USN 3-10-45 6-14-.46 (Decomm)
CDR P, A, LILLY, Jr., USN 1-27-51  7-19-52 (RECOMM)
CDR R. W, PENNOYER, USN 7-19-52 12-21-53

CDR D. B. ELMORE, USN 12-21-53  8-27-55

CDR E. F, JACKSON, USN 8-27-55 9-21-57

CDR E. O, ERICKSON, USN 9-21-57 2-6-59

LCDR J. LACAVA, JR;, USN 2-6-59 10-7-60

CDR J. M, FADDIS, USN 10-7-60 7-26-62

CDR T. G, RAY, USN 7-26-62 4-24-64

CDR R. J, BRABANT, USN 4-24-64 10-2-65

CDR P, A, WILSON, USN 10-2-65 4-27-67

CDR H. D. DOWSE, JR., USN 4-27-67 4-26-69

CDR R, L, ADAMS, JR., USN 4-26-69 - 2p~£9

COR 1. DoRag#ug TR, USH j0-30-9 11-6-70

il-t~70 497

CDR “wilipn F. Ve, ds ¥
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£EDR John K. SLavew, ysh



