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US3 THEODORE E. CHANTIER (DD-717) ANNUAL HISTORY OF 1966

, USS THECDORE E, CIANDLER {DD-717) begen the year of 1968 in the middle
of coastal interdiction and shore bombardment (oEA DRAGON ) operations almng
the coast of North Vietazm above the seventeenth parallel using her SNOUFL
(droue antisubmarine heliccpier with TV camera) system for spetting. On
15 Junuary CHANDLER had completed a record of 28 days of operations with
W 7711 and 77.1.2 o SE!'L DRAGON, Her success with the SNCOPY system was
noted by CTG 70.8 in the following messsge

"I HAVE OBSERVED WITH PRIDE THE PROFESSIONALISM IN WHICH THECDORE
E. CHANDLEE HAS UTILIZED SHOOFY IN CONDUCTING COASTAL RECCE AND
SPOT.LB'ILx SFA DRAGON MISSIONS FOR CANBFRRA AND GOLDSBOROUGH. YO0U
HAVE ENHANCED THE SNOLPY MISSIGHS DURINT WifLCH SHOOFY WAS WOUNDED
IN ACTION BY SMAIL ARMS FIRE (N TWO CONSECUTIVE OCCASTMNS, WELL

DONE. RADM SHELDON KINNEY,®

On 16 January CHAD '|‘TER reporsad to 07U 70.0.9 for Haval Guniire Sup-
port (W"I!S) duties in I and IT 67 of the Republic of Vietnam until 28

January. Her eifectivencss during this pcrfod waz poted in the following
messages veceived from GTU 70.8.9, Sth larine Begiment Havel Gnnfire Lia-
gson Officer (NGLO) =and Jon nuncing F nar i-w.; 30 lerine Ddivision:

YYCT LRE TO BE 0% T OROR YNGR EXTRRMELY RAPID AND EFFICTENT

RBSPONSE TC [T RECENT CHANGE TN I0UR COMMITMENTS, YOUR CUMPLETER
COCPERATION w STRIVING O STATION LT EARLIZST POSSIBLE TTIME IN
SUCH L EIGH STATE OF READIVESS IS APFRECTLIED, WELL DGNE, CAPT.
DALE V, SCHRRMERHORT, TSN,

WYOUR TERFORM/ANCE CN TERE LIWE, A0 CLOSE FLGE SUFTCAT CF GROUND
TRACPS ’i BN L PRIMARY RACTOR TN 4 VERY ZUCTESSFUL SELRCH LND
CLELR IJ.LBql.CN OF 27 JiM. TOUR EXCELOENT SUFPCRY [ND SEADINESS
THIS PLET WECK HIS BERN R4, LY APPRECTATED, WELL DONE.S

1T WINT TO IXXPRESS MY AP PRJJ.! TIW POR YOUR WIILING LWD RESPONSIVE

NGFS PCR THE FIFTH MIRINES, WE IZXCELLANT GOVERALGE PROVIDAD HI s
. (RIS YS ATTESTED pY THE .1" MLOE LSSE3SMENT CF IOUR OESERVAD

ZSIL‘S‘.GETSQ , TELL DONT.  MCGIGT RCBEIRTSON SEND5,M
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harmlessly in the water near frame 95. The ship successfully evaded approx-
imetly 65 rounds by meneuvering at maximum speed, firing counterbattery and
laying a heavy smoke screen during retirement, Emergency repairs were made to
piping systems, electrical and phone circuits and the ship was back firing
azain for the next mission scheduled three hours later., On 8 May CHLNDLER
easily evaded approximatly LO rounds of hostile fire as most seemed to be .
directed at USS ST PAUL., CHANDLER was detached from her Sea Dragon assign-
ment on 13 lMay to proceed at best speed to Subic Bay for repairs to her
forward gun mount ond battle damage suffered 6 May. Her contribution to

SEA DRALGON operations was noted in these messages received from CTU 77.1.2
and CIG 77.1

"CHLNDLER'S READY AND QUICK RESPONSE TO ALL REQUIREMENTS LND HER
RAPID /WD ALCCURLTE FIRE IN SEADR.LGOW OPERLTIONS FROM 1 TO 8 MAY
HLVE BEEN OUTST/NDING, PLRTICULARLY COMMENDABLE .3 HER HANDLING
OF SMOOPY OPERATIONS ON 3 MAY /ND HER MAWEUVERING AND FIRING ON 6
HLY WHICH MIMIMIZED DAIZGE AND INJURY WHILE UNDER HOSTILE FIRE BY
COLSTLL DEFEISE BLTTERIES NEAR DONG HOI, WELL DONE TO /. FIGITING
SHIP, "

"THE SNOOPY OPERATIONS CONDUCTED BY CHANDLER LAST WEEK O SLEADRLGON
DISPL.YED . HIGH DEGREE OF PROFESSICH/LISII LND CONTRIBUTED ILLTERTILLY
TO THE SNOOPY IVLALU.TION PROGR(ll, IM¥ CONGILTULATIONS TO LLL CON-
CERNED IN L.iST WEEK'S OPS AND IN THE EXPEDITIOUS TRLNSFER TO COLLETT
CONDUCTED TODLY, R.ADII S, H, MOORE SENDS.

The CIVNDLER was back in the Tonkin Gulf on 20 lay, assigned as an
escort to USS LOHG BEACH in a radar surveillance station. On 2l liay she
successfully conducted a scheduled SNOOFY spotting mission for USS H. B,
VWILSON. CH.NDLER departed station 28 liay enroute to Singapore for a pord
visit., Lfter six days of highly enjoyable R&il, CHLNDLER departed Singapore
on 6 June, During the next nincteen days, CH/NDLER perfamed her Coastal
Defense site suppression dutics so ably that TU 77.1.2 received no hostile
fire. Visibility and weather was excellent and a string of eight con-
secutive successful SNOOPY flights was flown by CHAIDIER. Iowever, on
25 June, CH/WDLER'S cne operational drone was shot dowm by cteny [l five
off the mcuth of the Song Giang River. CHANDLER was relieved on SEi DR/.GOH
by USS OZBOU:W 28 June. Upon departure she received this message from
CT0 T1lsdt

"ONCE LGAIN CHINDLERS PERFORMANCE ON SEL DIL.GON PROVED THE VLLUE

OF HAVING L SELSONED VETER/N ON H/ND., YOUR PERFORLNCE THROUGHOUT
THIS IISSION W.S OUTST/NDING. YE MOUI YOUR LOSS OF SNOOPY BUT NOTE
THAT HE GLVE THE RED BARON L VERY B.iD TIME THIS TIIE OUT.®

The last days in her home port of Yokosuka were busy ones for CHLNDLIR,
Lrriving L July, the transfer of personnel to Destroyer Squadren THREDR

ships, necessary repair work and last minute arrangements for dependents
travel were accomplished by 15 July, CH/NDLER end USS HOLLISTER then de-
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parted for their new home port of Long Beach. The transit until 8 Lugust
included fuel stops at Guam and Manus Island, and port visits to Brisbane,
imstralia, and Wellington, New Zealand, Back in the FIRST Fleet thec ships
stopped at Pago Pago, fmerican Samoa for fuel and had a one day layover

in Pearl Harbor, The two ships arrived in their new homeport of Long Beach,
California, on 25 fLugust to begin a well deserved leave and upkeep period,

On 2L October, CHANDLER entered the U. S. Naval Shipyard, Long Beach,
Celifornia, where she commenced a long awaited four month overhaul, which
was to be complcted on 13 February 1969. On 8 November 1968, CDR Thamas
L.MEEKS, USN, relieved CDR Jerred R. ROCKWOOD, USN as Commanding Officer
in impressive ceremonies at the Naval Shipyard.

CHANDLER's vital statistics for 1968 indicate what a busy year her
260 officers and men experienceds:

Ifiles steamedesessessacsssseeosannessesbn,3Bl
Rounds 5%/38 armo expende@ecvescssscses 75192
Gallons of fuel oil burnedeseeesssess.. 3,159,969
BHLD: BE0LS BELES: i s sanwnvss sabanonis s« 529,242
Louwndry washedessssssssssnsssnssacsses 80,000 1bs,
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