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U33 THEODOHS E. CHA11TDIF.R (DD--717) AfTNUAL HISTORY OF 196F.i 
~~~~~~~~--~~~- ~~ 

U;3S 'i'HEODOP..E E., CHANDLER (DD-7l7) begw. the ~rP.~ of 1968 in the middle 
cf coaf.lt:al i:ntcrdtct:!.on and shm·e bo:-11"!:la::~dm.ent ( SFJ1. DRAGON) operations along 
tb.9 coc~st of North V:i.et.:ucrn above the SGYenteenth parallel us:i.ng her S1'!00P"l 
(ciror,.e &"'1.tisubmarine helicopte:::- w.~ th TV camero.) s;:.'"stem for spotting. On 
1.5 ,i'anuary CE1u~Lm1 !1ad completed a record o!' 28 daya of operations in.th 
'.lU 77.1.1 c1~1d 77 .1.,2 on SEL\. Tul.AGDW. Her success with 'the SNOOPY eysten was 
noted by :no 70.8 in the fc.,llor-v'., .. ng messag0~ 

11 ! HAVE OB_SERVIID WITH PRJD.i;_; 'l'HE PROFESSICNJ1T.T8M :;N WHICH TH:SODOO.B 
E,, CHANDLER HAS UTr.u.IZ@ SNOOPY J}f CQ:NJ)rjCTJlm ~QA.'3TAL TIE:CE A.t"\JD 
SPOrTJNG St-:A DPJ;.GGN 11!:tSSIONS FOR CiulBERP,.A liND GOLUSOORO'JGHo YOl1 
Hl:..VE ENP.JlNCED TH~ SN:Jf}£1'..t: W..bSI GNS DUR.Um WHICH SNOOPY WAS WOU!J.DED 
IN ACTION BY S~:UI.IJ., ..A.RSE:i FJ.JIB . ON TWO COIJSIOC;UTIVE OCCLSIQNS ~ 'tr-1ELL 
DON""~.. Rfilll-1 8HELDQ-J KL\Jl,IK\",, 11 

On 16 Januru:~·· CHtumLm :repor"t.8d to CTU 70.a.9 i'oL~ HmraJ .. Gunfi;:,e S\ 1.p
port (NQFS) clut.ies :i:t I and I I n1:~ o.f thA Re-oubli.c of Vietnam until 28 
J"a.mtar,r~ H~ eff e~tiven8SS di:.::.:•.bg ·tb.:i.s pnr:lod 't-MB noted in the fo'U01,rlng 
111ef',.sages :.'.'eceiv0d :~rc£J. CTU 70 .. 8$9, 5t,b. ;·,(a.ri~1e r.0gimeP.t a~val G,mfire L.ta-

''"' " ' . ' 1-!r: T""' ' ' ... . • " ., '-~ ' . J .. • l ):" . ..a • so~. vl .tJ.cer ~1' ~ 1 .'31~'.). ;...::mrr~.:".-!"~J..l1@, '-'or..era..... .-:1 .. r3t \\c:r::i.:10. 1,.,..1..s::..on: 

,:xcu f.l'.E '."!:'0 BE r;~i:.{:J[;dJlI1.} 2 :11. :W'tl.G . .EJ.11':i\Jl-·b"'LY Rl-.PIO nm EFF'ICISNT 
~1ESPmSE 'fO '.i'H3 REC~;'l' CFLNC.r,~ :ill YGUR C(J}il{(TN"©Si'!'.So YOUR C:!1PLEl'E 
COCPEil!i.T::.ON I N 11FR"DTUJG ,)H 3'I'Ji.TI0N L.T E!;.RI,IEST PCSSI3LE TIME :m 
SUC:G L HIGH STATE OF TI.&:..DINE3,S IS J~PFRECIJ~'.BD.. WELL DONE,. C.A..?l' e 

DALE i."0 SCHF.J-E1!f:'J'-il·!Oi.1:.;, T;SN, '! 

11Y.OUR r)E.RFOf', .. Nf-j'iCE CiJ TEE L.O.fJ"~ ) /.lm cr.o.s;.:; FL.~B SUPtORT CF G-llOUND 
'l'RJOPS, WE.:li: Ji. PT.'Jl1Uu1:,: -~'J.C".'OP . :u .!~ VF,RZ :7JC'JESSFDI, SEf:..RCti 13:W 
CLE•JJ?. EISSI Oi.-J o:i:r 2 7 JJJ·T~. YODR EXGSLL:&r~· SuPPCR'l' L.ND R.F..f.Dill'ESS 
TRIS Pl1E T W1...!.'CX: f!LS BE:i:J.I G~T~•', f.GI ii P:r'!"iECJJ.T"i!iLJ 11 ' iTEIJ, DONE.,,; 

11 I Wij~'I· '!'0 l'.XPR.'<.:SS li'f /.PPPJ!.DIA.1'I.Jif :B'<li! YGUR 1-J:ITJ.iL~G 1.WD H.ESPONS-Drg 
NGFS FOI~ THE :F'IFT"tl tiL.RD-!E.S" 'i.1.HE .f.XCKL.L:•;N1' C0\7Erd.GE PHOV'l.,"')~ rr.:: 
:ccaa GTJi'lS :u:. hT·r:E:STE.1) ?.Y. T?'~ JY,.r1KGE L8S1t3m-m ·n OF YOTT:?. OESii:RV.8D 
'.Cl~foJET8~ "'.Jf(J;.':, DO:t-IB., HCEN RCBE:ftTSON iI2t::G.," 

"' 

Lf+.ax· cJ.n ._;_p~::.ap pe-r·i od :b; :r.<.:koa ,.:'kv., ,J npz.n f T·ou j -19 F ~;::Y:.-J.m~J··: CR:\N.DLEH. 
•,'·"'c-<'.l ~...,,,-1!1 h '•ck .;,') +·,.c, 'l'c-J-1 · r;.,·, f' ""-"")"'1··~-',-1(7 .r.o,...,. NC:1·· ··-. { -,.T, ... , .. th ,:.:,......,.,.. ,,~ l "'"'d Rr• "' rvc- - -~ UJ- ; .. ..... -'--• - ,v.~~ _ :.: .~ . .:...a. .l. ... :."l-!.. .-. f .• _, !. U ·~.w. _.:, ..L ....,.L _ ,..1, .. ,, .. .!. :.. \ )\ .,.\. \! u ,, c:.J. ~!. • .:.:.L~ .,.;,-

"l18 \ r''· ti",. t"' ••• ')/ ~- 1'· ·1 •• ·-··· '"°'!." .' • - -- ; ~ 1- -.Lo.. ~t /\ • ._ •• "-!'" r. -;, , ·1,-. <r,f ... _,_ l c :r,::,. t 'J ., .'.\l '-'" ,l!l ~) :, (·. :_;_--u,::,.,_,'J '• ,:>!l0 :•Tel-;> :.._(,.,8.-...;J.8•,,. •.. a. :).,• .• ~,). -1. C\ \ --·-' ... J . .l:: • .. u ::J.UU ~,_J c,n, 

o. brief pe:d.od wL:,:1. C'l"'J 70<.c1~ 5· ::;1. the J ,JT'l. f1·0;·,1 11-16 N&rch.,. Rei'.' trnnsit to 
Yokes.:.~ :brfr:.'..dcd ~;~·Jc ,i,'.;rs :O.l'l St-:.~i c f~D..:/ fo}.' l cg:5.stlcs, sL'{ dcy·~ tcir.~ nveil" 
:iliil:i.:c.y in Kacl1.s'..lini .~ Tc1.:i.w::m, 2-r.d. t t1:t6.dnJ• :i?ort, visit in Keelur:.g , Tai"w~n .. 

1,.:f~jf!i.~ , .. tf>1:.:~~J~ :~ .. n. :~ olr\·:sl! }cQ f:t" ·.:m J .-~.:; i.\T.J t'.i .. L > ~-~rl_{~tr.-rr;;11?. ~,;:is 1.;.1;:~,.11:_.~:n t ·J tl:113 

z~~iL; r~~~}-'.(;~:;i ,·;;~~;:1:~;~.:\;'.;1;;~~~.;~::::i·::;:f:~!;;f'~:~:~:~:~ _,. /;~;t~;~t;t}·:~:: ;;~ ;;Ji~<~ 2.--t1 
JO 

hos·d .. :!?. 6.'.:-l;t-i f :~r:~.. C.r,.a .sb.i::·:U :::Gn(~-t;~-.::::,"ij,;:;(l (?.. ou l ~_':0:.:1d :.l1.1il uxriJ.odccl :i.~~ t he after 
<~._.01'·' i~ !'-;J-.., ... JT?ei~ ca·-...1.s. ~ !fl. \:!x·,:,e}'"JL~: ·\;~--:. ,1~~;1.~L-~;.;J/J J_n t ;.1Q~t, nroc..i.11) 0:1.0 ~.;u...,,_ ~"".;coj.vr.~d a 
S•:J'.'i.0us ~il"l.l'D[>::el ,,,,--:,1.r . .:. ::E -::-~ri J ::.·f."-t: :f8r-·ct::.·,:1 :-:-'Ii•.:;. ,i a::; cva.cuated ·oy he;lc; to t.hc 
T)S.5 :ECiI"il·:TOWI.17 ·[l-,<', ·.)thnr h ~· •. -;•.,,..~,-.1 ·,-,.- ;,,::,-,-, ,,·!-··-. ,.-. ·1-r-, ~-:...e c•:1·'.',)!S h·i 'L"L' '•nd ,,,.,.,...,od,..,d \;., . .,, ......... . .. .. - '4 .- \--- . -·\.~ .. ") .1.- ~.i.-. ... · 'JJ. \.1ol-- ~ ~· · ·---c- , .... ( .. -~A-J....1- - ~ 
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hnrmlessly in TulG unter near frame 95. The ship successfully evad0d appl'O}:::
inw.tly 65 rounds by maneuvering at mm::imum speed, firing counterbattery and 
lt;y-:i.ng a heavy smoke screen during retirement. Emergency repai1·s uere made to 
piping systems, electrical. and phone circuits and the ship was back firing 
again for tho next mission scheduled three hours later. On 8 May CHL.NDLER 
easily evaded approximatly 40 rounds of hostile fire as most seemed to be , 
directed at USS ST Pl1.UL. CHlilIDLER uas det2ched. from her Sea. Dragon assign
ment on 13 l-fay to proceed at best speed to Subic Bey for repairs to her 
forward e,·un ;·,1ount and battle domnge suffered 6 Hay. Her contribution to 
SEA DRltGON opernt,ions wo..s noted in these messages recc=d ved fror,1 CTU 77 .1. 2 
and CTG 77.1 

11CHtJ®LEI-l I S ill'JiDY JOO) QUICK RESPONSE TO ii.LL i.tEQUIRnlmlTS l~D HER 
Rl~PID JJ:m ACCUR/.TE FIRE IN SE/.DRL.GCN OPEi:l.I.TIONS FROI-1 1 TO 8 'MJ'.Y 
Hli.VE BEEN OUTSTJ.UDilm. PJJ1TICULt.ULY CO:MI•lENDJ.BLE Hl~S HER Hli.NDLTI'1G 
OF SNOOPY OPERJ~TIONS ON 3 NAY JJIJD HEil. KhNEUVEHING LND FIRING ON 6 
H/.Y WHICH !ffiJINIZED DIJIJ.GE JiND UlJURY lJHIL.E UNDER HOSTILE FL'i.E BY 
COJ.STi..L DEFilTSE BJ.TTEPJES NEJ'.R DONG HOI. HELL DONE TO 1:. FIGHTING 
SHIP. 11 

11 THE SNOOPY OPERJ:..TIOl'lS CONDUCTED BY CHJ.NDLER Ll..ST WEEK OW SEJ..DI',LGON 
DISY-1....._l'ED L HIGH DEGREE OF Pll0FESSI0Ni..LISI1 L.ND COi.lJTRIBUTED HJ.TED.L'.LLY 
TO T:-IB SNOOPY EV'i'..LUL.TION PROOPJJI. HY CONGli.l.TULATIONS TO J.LI, CON
CE.mmo n~ LL.ST lJEEK Is OPS [JI.JD IN THE EXPEDITIOUS TR.1.NSFEn TO COLLETT 
CONIUCTED TODl:..Y. RfJ)H S. H. 1-TOORE SENOO. 11 

The Cil{..NDLEt1 uc.s back in the Tonkin Gulf on 20 Hoy, nssir;ned ns an 
escort to USS LONG Blli~CII in a radar surveillance station. On 24 Hey she 
successfully conducted a scheduled SNOOPY spotting mission for USS H.B. 
lJILSON. CI{JJ-mLEl:1 clepm·tcd station 28 l'.iay GlU'oute to Singapore for a pore 
visit. After six days of highly enjoyable rr&n, CHIJ'iDLEa departed S:i..:oe;apo:;.·e 
on 6 June. During tho next nineteen days, CHJJWLETI porfanncd her Coastcl 
Tufense sit.e supp1~ession duties so ably that TU 77 .1. 2 received no hostile 
fire. Visibility and weather was excellent and n string of eight con
secutive successful SNOOPY flights was flmm by CI-UJmLER. However, on 
25 June, CIUJIDLER 1S one oper.:i.tional drone was shot dmm rsy et.eruy JJ. fil·e 
off the mouth of the Song Gieng ili.ver. CHJJ'!DLEL1 was relieved on SEi. DI".LGON 
by USS OZBOU::t.i.\T 2 8 June. Upon departure she received this mcssnge from 
CTU 77.1.2: 

0 0WCE J .. G.'.Il\T CI-U,.NDLEUS PEHFORWJJCE ON SEJ. DIU.GON PROVED THE VJ.LUE 
OF H11.VL\TG I.. SE/.SONED VETEPJJ-I OU Hil'1D. YOUH PEJ.FOlliliUIJCE THROUGHOUT 
THIS iITSSION Wl'.S OUTSTLNDDTG. HE HOUTIN YOUR LOSS OF S'TOOPY BUT NOTE 
THhT HE GLVE THE RED BJJ10N 1. VERY Bli.D TD11E THIS Til:iE OUT. 11 

The lust dcys in her home port of Yokosuka were busy ones for CHJJWLER. 
l~rri ving 4 JuJ.y, the transfer of person.t."1el to Deotroyer Squo.drcn TI·li?~E 
ships, necessary repair work and last minute a.J.'Tangements for dependents 
travel ~-rere accomplished by 15 July. CIIJ.NDLEH rnd USS HOLLISTEH then de-
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parted fm.· their new home port of Long Beach. The t1~ansit until 8 August 
included fuel stops at Gurun and Hanus Island, and port visits to Brisbane, 
Lustral.ia, and Hellington, Neu Zealand. Bc1.ck in the FIRST Fleet the ships 
stopped at Pago Paeo, li.Iilericrui Smnoa for fuel and hru:l a one dc;y l ayover 
in Pc2.rl Harbor. The two ships arrived in their ncu h omeport of Long Beach, 
California, on 2S l..11t:,cust to be~in a ucll deserved l eave o.nd upkeep period. 

On 24 October, CH/iNDLEa entered the U. s. Naval Shipyard, Long Bench, 
C2.lif0l'nia, whe1·e she commenced a l ong mraited four month overhaul, which 
was to be coraplot ec~ on 13 Fcbl''U.nry 1969. On 8 Nover.1ber 1968, CDR Tharruw 
L. HEEKS, USN, relieved CDD. J erred R. ROCKWOOD, USH as Commanding Officer 
in impressive ceremonies at the lfaval Shipyard. 

CHJ.NDLEll Is vital statistics f or 1968 inclicde 1-1hat a busy year hcr 
260 officers and men ex·pericncecl: 

Hiles steamed •••••••••••••••••••••••••• SS,381 
B.ouncls S ~'38 c\l'11lnO e:1.'l)endcd ••••••••••••• 7,192 
Gallons of fucl oil btu~ed ••••••••••••• J,459,969 
Ship store snles ••••••••••••••••••••••• $29,242 
Ln:unclry washed •••••• ••••••• ••••••••••• oJ.80,000 l bs. 
Soft drinks s old •••••••••••••••••••••.• 45,383 
Beef consumecl •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29,616 lbs. 
Egc;s co11sur1~nd • •••• • ••••• o •••••• • •••••• • 101, 808 
Ice cre2r11 consur,v:id •• , • ••••••••• ••••••• • 2, 887 gnls. 
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