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SHIP'S HIS·fORY OF 'fiill USS THEOOOiill E o CHMIDLER (DD 717) 

rh€ hist0r y of the USS i'h.uODO.fil .c. . C,i,-iiDL&i. (.JD 717) officially 
bego.n on 9 July 1942 when her consT.ruc i;,ion wc.s authorized. On 23 April 
1945 her keel was laid at Feder~l Shipbuildin~ and Drydock Company, 
K€arney, New Jerse:y and on 20 October 19L5 she wc.s launched. A long 
hull 2250 tan destroyer, CH,~:imu.a. wc.s commissioned on 22 March 1946 at 
which time Comm.:i.nder F. O. C. FLE'l'CH.i:.a assumed command. 

rHEOD0.:.1£ E. C;.-=1WU,l-t (DD 717) is nilmed i n honor ')f Rear Admiral 
Tbeodor e Bdson CH .. u~DLER, USL~. Commissi0ned f r om the Nav~l Academy in 
2..915, he r ose to f lag rc.nk during liorld war II. Admir.:i.l CHANDLER was 
ki lled on 7 January 1945 on beard his flagship, the LJSS LOUISVILLE in 
Ling3.y6' n Gulf, Philippine Isl£tnds. 

After a s hakedown cruise to Gu~ntc.namo Bay, Cuba, and subsequent 
availability at Brooklyn Nav:il Shipyard, CH,umU:rt participated in flight 
qu,1lific.:1.tion operations in the At,L:i.ntic with the USS S~-i.IP .• i.J o.nd USS LEYTE o 

In September 1946, CrLUW.Li.R procee:dcd from Hew York to San Die:go via 
the P~nama Ca.nal to report to Comm~nde:r-in-Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 
Upon reporting, L;H.niWL.ua joined DESDIV 171 in San Diego; c onsisting of · 
the USS wILIS'rI1 (DD 716); US.:3 h • .\J·ii~:C:a (DD 718) and u.ss OZBOURN (DD 846). 
Tho latter w.1s r Eplaced bf the U3S CHEV.u.,I.C:.ti (.;DH 805) in 1949 and this 
division W"'-S subsequently designau;d D.c..SDIV 111. 

On 6 January 1747, CHiu~DLi.i..B. depart€d from S.::.n Diego for dut y in the 
Western Pacific, thus beginning the first :,f two tours on 11 China Station11 

in the Far East, In September of 1947, Commander 1'1,t~'l'CHF..R was rcliF-vsd 
by Commander U. G. DOVK.-1.S as C:,in,nandin0 Oific€r . It wi.ls durin6 this 
period that the bo:,k 11 Cnina Station11 w.:i.s written uy one of CHANDLE11 1 s 
Officerso 

Immediately after the invasion of South Korea by the North Koreans 
in 1950, CH,1.lmUd, .:i.long with the rest. of iJi:,SDIV 111 was ordered to 
Kor e2n waters . Durin6 the Kore.:i.n hostili ti€s, CH,-.1mWR made a total 
of three tours ·00 the forw:ird are.:-. participating heavi ly in t he action. 
In Ir..::.rch 1951 Commander CUIJ,Ul'1 was r eliE.ved by Commander ·r. H. tlELLS 
as Commanding Officer. Th& se;cond Kore.::.n tour w.::s likewise mnrked by 
numerous shore bombJ.rdmcnt e ngageme nts , during w:1ich CH;u~DLER. w::i.s c r edited 
with destr oying six enemy batteries :,f 105/u,; guns . In March 1952 
Commander ~'/t.LLS was relieved by Co111m.:i.nder D. 1'1 . RLJ.aEL ~s Co,nmanding Officer. 
Duri~J the t hird t our t o Kor€~ in 1953, after r ot~t i on from Task Force 77 
to For mos c. Po.trol to shore bombardment with T::tsk Force 95, Ctf . ..NDLER ear nod 
membership in the exclusive 11Tr.::i.inbusters Club 11 ,1nd rec eived high praise 
for h&r oper~tions. As a r esult of h€r participation in the Kore~n conflict , 
C:!hND.LER. receiv6c all ni ne battle st:irs that were issued . Near the end of 
1953, Commander J. D. H. lLU~E r eli eved Commander D. M. RUBEL as Commanding 
Officer 



Si nee the termin::ltion of nostili ties in Korea, C:r1~-l.i.WUR h:::s mnde 
routine six month tours to the l1r Bast, in addition to training 
oper at ions off the vh,st Co~st of the United St,:.:.t,es. These tours 
include oper ati ons with T .. sk Force 77 nnd Formos.:! Patrol, as well as 
visits to such ports _s Hong Kong, Ko oe , Yokosuk . , s ~sebo. Early in 
19.56 Commander Vii . vj. wI.1.1'l'EH. r elieved C::>mr,1etnder J. D. H. K.u,E as Commanding 
Officer. 

During thG 19.56 tour, the Division mrtde a visit to Brisbane , Australia. 
This w::-.s the first visit oy U. S. Destr::>ycrs to th·, t city since vlorld Wax II. 
The fift,h c.nd sixth tours in 19.57 and 19.58 were highlighted by visits to 
i'1elbou:me, Australia . In 19.56., GdAl~DLlR fl<,w the Battle Efficiency 11E11 

for outstCtnding performd nce. 

I n Mnrch of 1958, Lieutenant Commnnder G. L, CL.iR.K relieved Commander 
WitrE.R . Com111ander CL.illK wo.s relieved in turn by Comm,".nder G. C. BROWN 
h: December 1959, shortly ::i.fter CHANDLER was reassigned to DESDIV 92J 
c r,:nposed of USS .t3HI1~KLEY BASS (DD 887), USS lli:NDEiiSOi'J (DD 785), and 
"GSS DiJ)~C,.U~ (DDR 874). 

0n 5 March 1960., Crii'\..~DLER., in com~any with D.ESDIV 52, departed once 
mere for the Western Pacific. The busy tour saw duty on the Formosa 
f. t :raH.s patrol, Strike Carrier Opbrations, o.nd Anti-Subm.:irine ~,Tarfare , 
i n additio n, to joint trc.ining exercises with Chinese i~ati::>nalist ships. 

0.n 1.5 Febru~try 1961, CB.f,:DLEi\ reported to the S::i.n Francisco Ifaval 
Shipy-o'.:rd for Mark I Fl€et .tlehnbili t a ti on and Modernization conversion. 
In ad1.~ it,ion on 15 Febru.::.ry 1961 Lieutenant Commander s. L. GR.~VELY, Jr. 
:csJ i e.v2d Commander G. C. Bl-W,m ~,s Com,n.::i.ndin5 Of'l'icer. c·ommander J . L. 
fFF'.R. ii.lDiv relieved LiGut6n::i.nt Gomm.inder GftnV'.C:LY on 21 October 1961. On 9 
FE"b:ru:).ry 1962 the ship rejoined the fleet .:i.s onE of its most modern and 
efficient units, equipped to handlb the complex, fast~po.ced oper~tions 
of curn:nt naval warfare . At this ·time she w.::-,s na.ssignbd to .uESDIV ll2 
composscl of OS$ HOl...LISLE.R (DD 768) and US.., Ol.t30U.rl.i·T (DD 846). 

c:-:.u;DLER in compc.ny with LJ.2;SDIV 112, again depc.rted for t he 
Western Pc.cific on 7 June 1962. C:1rrie r .:1nd Anti- Subm,:crine Operations, 
Formos~ Patrol, o.nd visits to sev€ral ports including Pearl Harbor, 
KaClhsuin6 , Yokosuka, So.sebo, Subic Bay a nd Hong KClnt,; combined to mc::.ke up 
this touro 

Up:m completi:;n of Vl'ESTPaC tour in December 1962, the USS ·i'HEOOORE 
E. c~:."1.bDLER (DD 717) w::i.s in Long Beach, Calif'orni'.l for extended upkeep 
and repairs to her engineering plnnt through the mo nths of January, 
Febru.' ·.ry and Hnrch 1963. 'fhe r6pairs were c.cc omplished by ths two 
des t royer tenders USS Bii.YCE C_~NYON (,ill 36) and USS FRONTIER (AD 25). 
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Commander Lion ell H. illiLSOH, USi~ , relieved Comm.1nder Joseph L. 
SPEru~1mIO, USN o.s UotT1Jn~1nding Officer on 6 r1.pril 1963. During .April and Hay 
CH-tumLER conducted cype training exercises in local operJ.ting are::..s. On the 
nig:it of 16 Mny 1963, while pl;.negu.:.rding for U."3S BEiJNilm'rON ( CVS 20) 
CW1.NDLZR rescued two downed pilots. 

A two month Interim Av.::tilabili ty w,,s .:i.ssig ned t') CH.iliDLER during 
June and July. June w,1s spent alongside the USS .t,'RO:NrIER (!ill 25) and 
July in San Fro.ncisco No.val Shipyard. Local opero.tions were conducted 
,bring August• 

CdANDLER participated in tW'o Hunter-Killer operr1.tions. The first , 
Opbrcttion S.i:1.DDL.C: SCAP in September with USS HO.nH~T (CVS 12), DESRON' 
SI.EVEN, and DESlJIV T·,10 HUNDRED THI.n'I'Y-01~E. Again in October she con
dilcted HUK Cper.:1tions in company with USS YO.t.KTOWN (CVS 10)., DESDIV 
0.iJS HU:NDiliW TwELVE, 2.nd CO.ttTROi1 THRBE. 

:::..ate in November, CH,uWLER sailed with the USS BON HOivii-iE il.ICHARD (CV.A Jl) 
and USS HOLLISTER (DD 788) to Pe.:1rl Harbor, Hawaii. She returned to 
:,ons Beach in late Lecember for the holiday le,we and upkeep period. 

In January, 1964, CHaJ:JDLER wr..s D-g.:1in assigned to Anti-Submnrine 
C, ... 011p ONE, c ons istin:;; of the USS KKillSi.J-tGE ( CVS 33), Escort Division 
'I\l:::RT'.:-rnrn, and units of Destroyer Division ONE HUNDRED TWELVE. While 
w.1.th J.Sk~GRU ONE, the Crln.NDLER took part in operation PINE TREE, an 
ex8rcjse involving the screening of nmphibious units against submarine 
nttack, o.nd many other .;i.sw operations off the ~Jest Coast of the United 
.'3tntiss; 

uri 19 June GH.ti!JDLER s.:.,iled with ASVlGRU OHE for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
t,.id '!ihe Western Pacific. On 1 July CHANDLER w.'.ls assig;ned to Destroyer 
Squadron T'WENTY-'fHREE and Destroyer Division ·rv/0 HUNl.>HED THIRTY-THREE, 
uor.10ossd of US.:3 OZBOURl~ (DD 846), USS HOLLIS'.CER (DD 788) and USS HENDERSON 
(DD~ ?85)" 

.-,.)on after the CH.a.HDLE.R. joined the SEVEN'i'H Fleet ., the Au:;ust Tonkin 
G,.1lf crisis occurred and ASvlG.dU mm, Ch.umLER included, proceeded to 
this .::i.rea to provide the ASW' support for T,_,sk Force SEVE:i'JTY-SEVEN in 
'·,;,e South Chino. Sea. After this si tu.'.ltion en.sed, the CH..:.NDLER returned to 
hsr normal schedule and continued her ninth Western PG.Ci.fie cruise. 

In early Jecembcr CH.l.NDL:C:R and HOLLISTER were assi5 ned to the USS 
C01JS :.':C,:::.,L.t.'l'ION ( CVA 64) , while the rer:-1aining uni ts of ,tSirlGRU OHE were de tnched 
f~r,m the SEVENTH Fleet to proceed b~ck to Long Bench . Soon afterwards, 
t':-1G CH..~lJDLER too !.c part in operJ.tion T.i.J,LB.iCK; o. large scale fleet exercise 
to increase the reG.diness of the SEVfa·J'l'H Fleet in strike, anti- aircraft, 
D-nd ~nt i-submarine warfare . In uddition a sizeable underway replenishment 
operation wns conducted. 
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On the 2Jrd of December, Crfo.NDUR was det.::i.che.d and w.it.h the USS 
HOLLISTER (DD 788) set a cour se for Loni Beach, htr home port, via 
Mi dway Island a nd Pe:lrl H::trbor . 

During this cruise, the C.H,1.NDU.R visited the following ports: 
Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines; Yokos uka .:ind Sasebo, Jo..pan; 
Buckner Bay, Okinawa ; Hong Kong, Victoria Islnnd , B.C .C.; Midway 
Island; and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

On 1 January 1965 CH.llJDLER was assi5ned to DESDIV 92 comp osed of 
ll:S~ OZBOURN (DD 846) , USS HOLLISTili ( DD 788) and USS M,;.NSFIELD (DD 728). 

On 6 J .::nuary 12_65 C&.NDLIB arrived in Long Bee.ch and began a leave 
)t'1d upkeep period. From 19 Fe bru~-ry 1965 to 24 Mo.y 1965 CdANDLER went 
-l-:..r· ,11gt a regular shipynrd overhaul at Long Be::i.ch Navo.l Shipyard. On 6 
\-. :· Ll Commander J ohn B.., CRI.H1PTOH, Jr o, USN r elieved Commander Lionell H. 

1\12·•_...,oN J USN c1s Commanding Officer. The period 25 M~y thr ough 10 June wo.s 
',c•: ::tside to enable CH;.NDuR to get 11Ready for sea 11 and conduct independent 
f"!:i._; _i?' :: exercises . On 11 June GH..NDI2R reported to Comri1:mder Training C:immand 
\.J, <.;~ ?a.cific Fleet for r efresher training which wns s ,:i.tisfo.c t orily comple ted 
vll ?=1 ,July., During the period 24 July - 20 ,iu6 ust J the ship conducted a n 
.'.~;1 ' : i_ .. 2•.:.hr,.:i.rine 1fo.r fare exercise 9.:.12 .mg llS t with DESDIV 92 and prep~red 
f::n ~nothe r deployment to WES'i'P.rtC . On 20 Augus t the CHJ-JJDLiR depl oyed to'. 
w:,;E,T?.i.C in company with Destroye r Division 92 .:>..nd the fleet oilers USS 
K~1 !,,!_:i'·3Ev (.W J6) and USS Nii.V ... SOT,-. (;.o 106)., CH,:i.i.JDLBR 1 s crossing for this 
':t' :J ·:t1 ct'uise to western Pacific w·.~s non stop to Yokos L1kn., Japan a nd was 
r,~,· ·_,..:1.::ter~ 4 Septembero .dfter ~ four di:'.y tender availability, CHANDLER in 
c:~irripJ.n-,-- ;,,ith USS HOI.J..ISTER (DD 788) proceeded to Subia Bay, Republic of 
P., .. U ippi .:.es ~ 

T~is marked the beginning of duty detachGd from DESDIV 92 for CHANDLER 
D'lrl i-10 •:..l.ISTER. On arri v.::i.l in Subic Bay they were immadiately assigned to 
t,:-:i.:. T2.i.wan Patrol Force .::nd were on patrol in the Taiwan Strnits 16- 20 
0· rr,smber., The two ships r e turne d to Subia B::y for a short av,lilability 
:i.~10 :t f:e" dt'.ys type tr2.ining in the Subic Operc.ting Areas . The l ast of 
t,t:o days on the Taoones shore bombardment rr.nge was inter upted by the 
ur:expec:ed a ssignme nt on JO September of CH .• i•JDLER and HOLLISTER as screen 
'.ln::..-1-,s for the SEVENTH Fleet Ready .A.mphibiolls Group . A, high speed run 
thr ough the South China Ser. wc.:.s made to the rendezvous where the group 
was st2.nding by for possible evacuation of U. S . personnel from Indonesia. 
'I'M s act.ion was not necessary and the group w:..~s disbanded. 

CHiJ11DLER and HOIJ.,ISTER the n proceeded to join USS BOH HOMr·"iE RICHARD 
(CVA JJ.~ on 9 October. They relieved ;;i.s screen units of T:--,sk Group 77 ,,4., 
A few a.~.ys later they were joined by USS SdELTON (DD 7?0) (COADESDIV 5J 
emb,:n·kad)" The Ta sk Group operated on DIXIE Stc.tion off the centra l coast 
of South Vietnam until 18 October. Each of the screen units was assigned 
two d2.ys shore bombardment duty along the co.:i.st but we ather prevented any 
firiogo 



..... ~ . 

On 19 October, the Tc.sk Group shifted oper,.ti:ms to the LJJKEE 
St ,1.tion areo.. from which th<o plo.nes of B01~ 1-IO,t·.i .tUCH,..RD flew air strikes 
against North Vietn~m. On 29 October the broup depo.rted enroute to 
Subic Bc.y for o. five d.:i.y avaiLbility followed by :-, five day R and R . 
visit to Hong Kong, B.~.c. 

On 11 November USS Di.fr)C,J·J (DDn. 874) joined the group :::.s it departed 
Hong Kong enroute to continued oper.::tio ns in the YANKEE St2..tion area. 
Ori 18 N:wember, CH,,'£1,DLER w.:s det2..chcd ns o.n ... ,·,1 picket where she rem.'.'.ined 
fo-::- 22 d2.ys. i.r/:.ile on this independent duty , Robert KATUrlI, FA, USH was 
overbo.:lrd and recovered. CiL,iWLER rejoined the group on 10 December 
where ,:,.ir strike oper.:i.ti0ns continued until 18 December when the group 
·j .. ~p::.rt0d enroute to Subic Bay . ,i.fter one clay in Subic Bay, the group 
r 13:,.:i.rted enroute to Hong Kong for anothe r five d:iy .tt o.nd R visit. 

CH.:.:imLER was det<"-ched from Task Group 77 . 4 on 26 December c.nd on 
~ .- December depc..rted rlong Kong enrouts to Subic Bc.y where the ye--.r was 
-s r• <'.:: ·.:: ',vith a one d·'lY avc.ilability .:1nd one day training on the Tabones shore 
ix·\r,bardment range preparing for lfav.:.l Gunfire Support duty on the coast 
.:··: .'.Jouth Vietnam~ 
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