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FOMTIENTIAL

1666 Command Yistory - ~ U3% 20ER3 (MM 877)

Chronology of ighlights

29 January - R0GERS depsrted Ssn Disgo for WNSTPAC daploymsnt in company
with the U35 ZoCMTZ (DLG 9). 0138 C!RAMMOM (DD L,50) joined the tronsit

tusk unit in Pearl i.rhkor on A “sbrusry,

2-11 March - Asgsiined plent cusrd dutiss with YST TTTTY WK (074 43)

on Dixie Station,

31 ifarch - 30 April - BOYRRS and ~COVTZ zerved ss the norbhsrn Sesrch

and Rascue taum 4in the Tonkin Tulf, Primsry responsibilitiss includad
3ezrch 2nd Rescue missions for downed Americsn pllots, anti-pir wyerfare

surveillance and collection of alectronic intalliszence.

22 April - While investigsting the wreckags of a Jowned Americasn plane
sbout six miles offshore from Vihn, Yorth Viatnam, RCYTS drewy fire
from shore buttires,., The ship returned firw and left the =c<ne

immedistely, receiving no hits from snsmy shells.

16=17 iray = ROGKE2S and COONTZ attended ths annmsl ") ck 3nip Tegtival
#t 3himodz, Japan in commemoration of Zomrodore Parry!s arrival in that

country.

31 April - 1 July - ROGELS snd COCNTZ returned to the Tonkin “ulf as the

northern Ssarch snd escus tesn,

CORFRmTREAT,
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1l June - 30703 provided air intercept supnort which contributed to the

downing of 2 rorth Yietnamese aircraft as it was sttackine “outh

Viatnamese patrol boats,

1 July - While ROGERS was on pstrol in internationsl waters with rOONTZ,
USS KIWG (DL 10) and USS TIIRKE {(On 783), the task unit wss attackad
by thraez North Vistnamese PT boats., Aircraft called in from 3% RAMATo
(CVA 81} mank 211 thres anany bosts. WVinetesn prisensrs of war were
taken by COONTZ., Thare wers no material or personnel cazusltiss shozrd

the American sripa,
1 August - Rogers returned to her home nport of San Disgo, Cslifornia.

7 Qctober -~ CDR, 2. DN, CLARK, recaived the 3ronze Ster medsl for
meritorious service »s Commanding Officer of R0NERS during her 1944 jour

of duty with the U,3. Seventh Nant,

IEIINDIMTAT,

Tnclosure (1)
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Command Organization and Relations

ROGFRS wss commsnded throughout 1965 by MR rarroll Noyla CIARK h8aLge/
1100, (SN, UYome port was San Diego, California, ROIFERS onerstasd ac 2
unit of Flrst Tlset 1 Jamuary - 15 Tebruary snd 245 July - 31 Necsmber
and 23 # unit of Seventh Flaat 15 Tebruary - 25 July. Authority for
changes of operational control was containad in raapective fleet
commanders! quarterly smployment schadules,

Ship's complement as of 31 Decembsr was 19 officars and 251 snlisted,

Operations and Activities

Jsnuary 1 1965 found RC IS in port 2t San Diego s= a unit of “ruiser-
Destroyer lotills Flaven znd Destroysr Squadron Seventesn. Administrs-
tive and materisl preparations were beinc made for the chin’as uvcomine
January 29th deployment to WestPac, January 10 -~ 13 was soent st 3as
participating in a combined training unit axercise with other desirovers
from the squardron. ASW and anti-PT bost evaercizes were conducted, 0On
1 Jsnuary the ship wgs given her annusl Operational Rmzdiness Tnspaction

by USS COONTZ (DLG 9)

ROGERS and COSUTZ departad San Diego on 29 Janusry, bound for WastPac
and a tour of duty with the 1Y,S. Pacific Plast, T3S O!RA™ICN (9D }(50)
Jjoined the transit group in Pearl Harvor on & Februsry. Tha three
destroyers made fusling stops at Midway and Cuam, arriving st Sublc

Bay, F,I,, 2L Trbrusry, Oparationsl control had bern shifiad From

[l ad WIS
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SORFERENTIAL
First to Saventh #leat on lo “ebrusry.

Tollowing station ship duties in Yong Kong, 2 "ebrusry - 1 March,
ROGEAS headed south to Dixie Station for nlsne suard duties with 73S
KITTY "IAWK (CVA 63). Returning to Sublec Rey 12-19 March, the ship
accomplished numerous miner repairs ana maintensnce during z tender
availabilitye. The reamainder of Msrch was filled with extensive tyme
trairing incluaing shores bombardment near Subic {(20-2? ¥2prch) anag anti-

PT boat maneuvars nesr Da Hang (26-30 March),

On 31 March ROGE2S joinea COOUTZ to bscome the northern szezrch and rescus
team in the Tonkin Sult., Primary rrszpongibilitiss included search and
reacue migsions for downed American pilots, snti-air warfavs surveil-
luance, snd collection ot =lactronics intalli=zance. Tn sadition, RC7R2S
was zquipded to ri:fusl helicopters 2s they hovared over fhe Fant~il,

thus gr=ztly incr-7sgine on atstion tive for the 9734 asarch a2nd rascue
helicopters daployed from cerriers on Yanier Stztion, Tn 24~p'1 a total

of 37 halos were rafueled with 11,342 =3llons of J®»-T,

On 22 April, while investigating the wrockace of » downed imerdcan nlane
vhout gix miles offshore from Vihn, North Vietnam, ROA™RS drew firs from
shore bstteriss, The zhip bagen to veturn {ire imma?iztely, Tut was not
3ble to determine the pracise JToc-tion of the »n-my positions dues to a
heevy cosstsl hsze, DOGERS immsdiately wont from cezd in the wmater o

flank sorek and hesded for ses, Although s2ver:zl enemy shalls exnloded

MORIITREEInTAT,
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in the water 50 - 100 ysrds from the ship, no hits wars Lsken sn? no

crouzlbics suffarad. Damsuye crusad Lo snsmy ocositions is unknown.

Upon completion of seswrch and rescus dutias, 207%25 headed for Yolosula,
Jspan #nd 3 much neaded tandar aveilshility A -~ 15 “ay., & routine
underwstrr hiwll inspection by swilmmers disclos~d a2 hola in the Teft
rudder. The ship was placed in drydock for Tour days while revair

was asccomplisghed.

ROGELS and COONTZ then attynded the sonual “lack Ship Testivel in “himods,
Japan in commsmoration of Commedors Parry's zrrivzl in that country.
Suversl hundred youny children f rom arsa orphanages weres given tours of
the ship 16 snd 17 May. Sailors from 70OTRS marched in the festivel

parade and the ship's softibsll team plsyed the Shimods z2ll-smtar tesm,

Shore bombardmant in the I 2nd JT Corps 2res of South Vietnem was ORI
next assignmant, Shooting 21,~29 ¥sy, the ship sxpanded S50 rounds of &5
sumunition #nd could account for 107 Viet Cong structures dastroyed,

93 damaged, and meny lafi burning, Assigned targets included VO

issembly areas, supoly routes, snd sntrenchment sysi-ms.

On 31 May ROGERS snd CCOV™Z Wagan their sacond month - long tour in the
Tonkin Gulf. Lluring June 55 helicopters were rafuelad with 17,191

gallons of JP-5,

On 1 July while ROGELS, COCNTZ, USS KT (DRI 10), and USS WMKR (3B 733)

were on patrol in internatiocnal waters, the tusk unit was sbticked by thres

(5)
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Wforth Vietnimese PT boats, Aircraft from USS ANTER (Vi Al) were
raturning from strikes over North Vietnam 2t the time and were called
in %o degtroy the attsackers. ALl threa PT boats wers sunk by the
aircraft spd 19 prisoners of war wers btaken by the tosk unit, Latar
intsrrogation of the prisoners revealed that 3 torpsdoss hsd hasn

fired at the imericsn ships and missed. Tha PT hosztr n*ver szpproached
closar than 1);,000 yds, before they were nsutrslized by zircraft., Thus,

no casuaxlties were suffered by the Americsn task unit,

ifollowing & pariod of rest snd relszstion in Hong Kong (N=0 July)}, tha
ship proceasaded to Subic =zy for onm day's offloacing of WastPac pool
gunnery snd communication equipment (11 July), A tsnder availability
16-21 July prepar=d the ship for transit to the United States, On 22
July this ship dew rted Vokosuks in compsny with 1SS wayrQrK {774 19
UsS cooWTZ (DLG 9), US3 "OPEELL (DD 6481), and 1SS QUapwMioY (Mmn hEN),
O1 BAWNON daparted the transié unit st Prarl Yarbor :nd BAVOCCK dap-rbad
the unit on 29 July to hesd for Sen frsncisco, On 1 fAugust ROGTS,
HOPWLL, snd COONTZ arrivad home in San Diesgo, 707T07S commancad 2

8ix week l=ave snd upkeep period,

ieturning to sea 19 ~ 22 Saptember, ROMRS sarved 2s school ship Ffor
#leot ASW Training Group, San Piego., Dual ship attacks wers conducted with
USS LYMAN K. SWENSON (0D 729) agsinst USS BRTAM (4355 243). OFficer

and anlisted students received extansive treining in A3¥ conning

ACSTITRTNTTAT
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teconiquas and CIC procedurs:s during ASY. Similer axarcises wers

conductsd 25-28 Sseptember.

A0GERS wes btnen moored zlongside USS DIVIF (AD 1L) for 2 tendar
svailability 1-1l October. The remsinder of tha yesr was goent
providing services for various Ssn Disgo training commsnds and under-
going seriss of pre~poverhaul inspections prior to entaring Long “each

Naval Zhipysrd in Januwary 1967.

Specificslly, the ship wes amployed as 2 suhmarine targst vessal 2h-24A
Octoter, gunnery school ship 28 October, ASW school ship 31 Cctohar -

3 Hovember, gunnsry school ship ), Yovember, ASJ school ship 7-9
November, plsne zuard for US3 30N “CUME RICFARD (CVA 31) 10-22 Yovamher,

gunnery school ship 28~30 November and 2 DNecsmbar,

In addition, HOWEIS wes sclacted to reprssesnt the Navy during the Mavy
Day celabration at Newport DReazch, Cslifeornia 28-31 Octohar. The ship
was open for general visiting for +twodayz and recaivad atout 210 |
visitors, Many more wvisitors could have bean hzndled if thera had
bean a sufiicient supply of small boats to shutils civilianz to #nd
from the beich. Crew mymbers wera invited to saversl pprtirs in town

while officers were invited to 3 formal ball and 3 harbecus.

Cn Cctober &, the 3ronze Star Medsl with Jombst "V" wes presentad to

the Commanding Officer in 3 shipbosrd caremony. MR CLARK was cited for

7 m
Uu‘:? * L0 T.
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meretorious ssrvice during his ship's daployment to Vistnsm, The swerd
was pressnied Sy RADYM Jrorge MUSR, Commandar Sruissr-Destroyar Tlotilla
JLEVEN.  See Appendix T reproduction of the citation sccomdsnying tha

medal,

The month of Dacember wss spent in psrt in Ssn Yizgo and used 29 a
holiday and upkesp period. Plan-ing and prepsra2tions wers continued
for the ship's eniry into Long Jsach Nzval Shinysrd the following

month.

(3)
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UNITED 3TATES PACTTIN WLRRT
TRADGTARTR 5 OF ™K COMMANDER T O9InE
TR0 SAN TRANCTIST0 96601

In the name of tha Frasident of the Unitad 3Statas, the Tomrander
in Chief ULS, Pacific “lant tikes plessure in swarding the “ronze
Stay ladal to

Commander Zarroll Noyle NTARK
United Statas ¥avy

for garvice as set forth in the following:

CTTATION
“For meritorious service while serving as Commending Oflicer, TS® ROMRS
(DD 876) during the period 1) Vabrusry to 25 July 19%% ROIERS performed
meritorious service in the rescue of downsd zirm:n, in the in-flisht
refurling of rascua helicopters, and in the conduct of anti-air a2nd
surface warfare oparations, This meritorious service was hizhlighted
on 1l Juns 1965 whan 2ir initercept supoort from his ship significantly
contributed to the downing of an enamy aircraft in a2 nicht air action,
snd again on 1 July 1966 when R0IFAS psrticipated in an enc2gment off the
coast of North Vietnam which rssultad in the destruction of three enenmy
motor ftorpedo boats and the capture of 19 prisonars of wasr, 20OV
continually demonstrated # high degrse of professional skill and tasmwork
in providing back-up to the {lagship, particularly in the aress of CTC
opaeraticns, communications, snd electronic wsrfare, Commander CTLARX'a
outstanding leadership, alertness, snd aggressivansss were in keeping
with the Righast traditiong of tha United States Naval Service.”

Commasnder CLARK is authorizad to wesr the Combat Nyw

ROY L, JOUNSOHW
4dmiral, U.8, Yavy

TEMPORARY CITATION tppendix T




