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UsSs POWER (DDR3:)

CHRONOLOGY OF HEGHLI&HTS 1968

The following is a list of major hichlights for USS POWER
(DDY39) during 1968. For elaboraticn of events see Operations

(II-R).
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Operation SPRINGROARD including anti-sub-
marine warfare and gunnery exercises.

Inport San Juan, Puerto Rico.
Operational Readiness Inspection.
Inport St. Croix, Virgin Islands.
Gperation FIPEX (R, Viegques Island.

Underway on six hours notice to plane quard
or USS TMNDEPENDENCE (CVAG2).

Excrcise RUGRY MATCH,
Inport St. Croix, Virgin Islands.
hrdministrative and Material Inspection.

Commander Dastroyer Sguadron FOURTEEM
embarked.

Tsroe Training, Charleston OPARERS.

Regunnaed Mounts 51 and 52.

Embarked SECNMAV Cucsts, Mayport.

Iaport Morfolk, Vizginia. Debarked SECNAV
CGuests. Tmbarked Midehimmen. Commenced Mid-
shipmzn Training Cruise, LANTMIDTRARON 683,
which included Exercsise PACER RUN. USS DOWER
(CDR39) attached to Orange Surface Raider
Ferces.

Inport St. Croix, Virain Islands.

Inport St. Thomas, Virgin Islands.

Inport Tamma, Florida.

Fescued two Cuban Peafugecs.

hnpnal Sunply Inspection.

Pre-WESTPAC Deploymant Sea Trials.
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Annual Dependents’ Day Cruise.

Ugs POWER (DDE8392) denarted Mayport to commence
WERSTPAC Deployment.

Rendezvous with Destvcyer Division 361 for
WESTPAC Deployment,

CHOP to FIRST Fleet and transit through Panama
Canal.

Inport fan Niego, California.

Inport Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

Brief Fuel Ston, Midway Island.

CHOP to SEVENTH TFleoat ., -

Briuf fuel stop, Guam, Marshall Islands.
Tnport, Sucic Bay, R.F.

Fntered YANKEE Station Surveillance Rrea and
Combhat Zone.

Gun Support Ship for USS LONG BEACH (CGN 9).
Gun Support Ship for USS MaAMAN (DLG 11),

Search and DPescue Mission for downed =67 air-
craft.

Gun Supoort €hip for USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG 28),
Rescue DPastroyer for USS CORAL SE2A (CVA 43),
Inport Subic Rav, R.P.

Tvne Training Danang, Pepublic nf Vietnam.

Gun  Support Ship for USS MAHAN (DLG 11).
Pascue Neztroyer for USES COMSTELLATICN (CVA 64)
Inpert Subic Bay, R.P.

Inport Sasebhc, Japan. ©On 5 Decaither attached
as Nescue Destrover to USS HANCOCK (CVA 19).

Inport Hong Fong, British Crown Colony.
Detached by USS HANCOCK (CVA 19).

Gun Support Ship for USS WAINVRIGKY (DLG 28).
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Uss POWRR (DDN39)

COMMAIID NRGANMIZATION

Commander Bdwin L. HEPRING, USM, 565171/1100, served as
Commanding Officer, USS POWER (DDC3S) for the period 1 January
through 31 December 1967,

SS POWER (DD732), homen~rted in Mayport, Florida, is
attached to Destroyer Division 141, Destrover Squadron 14,
Cruiscr-Destrover Flotilla 12 of the I, €, Atlantic Fleest
Cruiser=-Destroyer Fovrce. Comnmercing 25 August 1960, USS POWER
(DDB32) was attached to Destroyer Nivision 361 - the "E"
Divizion, 80 named as a result of each ship in the Division
holding her respective Saquadron's 1960 Battle Efficiency
mward., During the 10673 segment of her WESTPAC tour, and under
the command of Commander U. S. SAVENTH Fleet from 26 September
to 31 December 196%, POWER fell under the various operational
eontrnls of Commander Task Grours 77.5, 77.6, and 77.7 (Pescue
Degtroyver Duties), Commander Task Unit 77.0.1 (North SAR),
Commander Task Unit 77.0.2 (PIRAZ), and Commander Task Element
77.0.1.2 (South §AP). In adherence to Commander Cruiser Des-
trover Force, U. §. Atlantic Flegt and Commander Cruiser-
Destroyer Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet, USS POWER (DD239) in
1960 maintained a state of training, material readiness,
discipline and morale that ensured her the hichest degree of

combat readiness.
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OPERATIONS

USS POWER (PDA39) began the calendar year 1968 moored in her
homeport, Mayport, Florida. On 19 January, she got underway for
a three week period of training exercises, "Operation SPRING-
BOARDY", which included anti~submarine warfare operations and
gunnery exercises. From 3 February to 6 February POWER was
anchored off Vieques for GFS FIREX 69 and fired more than 400
rounds from her two dual purpese twin 5"/38 gun mounts for shore
bombardment in support of an emphibiouns landing exercise, FIREX
68. SPRINGROARD algo included some interesting poxt calls; for
in thase three wecks., POWER wislted San Tuan, Puerto Rico (23
January - 26 January) and St. Croix, Virgin Islands (31 January-
2 February). M 29 January POWER received a grade of GOOD (77.9
on her annual Operational Readiness Inspection.

Back in Mayport by 9 February, POWER was underway again on
15 February - thig time on a short six hours notice to act as
plane ¢uard for the USS INDEPENDENCE (CVA 62). This was
considered an outstanding feat of reaction and readiness; at the
time, POWER was moored alongside a tender for upkeep with two
bhoilers disassemble” for maintaenanca,

DOWER acain left her homeport on 7 March for Fleet Exercise,
"RUGRY MATCH®, which includaed varions anti-submarine warfare
exercises, gunnery shoots at Viegues and Culebhra, electronic
counter-measuras Arills, and anti-air warfare exercises. 2 high
tempo period of fleet training c¢arnced for POWER'3 well deszarved
three day inport period from 20 March to 22 March in
Fredericksted, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. RUGBY MATCH ende”

29 March.
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During the inport perind from 22 March to 8 May, POWER received
her annual Administrative/Material Inspection (22 April.2f April)
achieving a senre of 24 (EXCRLLENT). During this period, POYER's
5"/38 mounts wore regunned. POYAP Aanarted Mayport on 9 May with
units of Destrover Squadron FOURTEREM for a six dav periond of tyne
training in.the Charleston mograting areas. POTER returned to Mayport
16 May. 2After another brief inport period, DOWER aot underway on 4
June for her annual Midshipman Cruise, LAMTMINTRANON 6R. "The Fleet's
Finest" hosted two SECMAV Guests, Mr. Fdward h. STRVENSCN, U.S.
Department of Aariculture, and Mr. "illiam H. LUNCENESRS, Clemson
University Txvension Service, during hex transit to Norfolk, Virginia
to embark the Midshimnzn. From 6 June to @ June, seven First Class
Midshipmen and twenty~sevan Thizd Class Midshipmen, from the 11.8.
Maval Rcademy and various MROTC units, were emharked. On 19 June
POYER departed Morfolk to bezcome part of the Orange Surface Naiders,
togather with USS POBEPT ¥, HUNTINGTOM (DD 781) and USS PFPRY (DD 244)
in Flect Fxercise, "RACRR TUN". Fnr a fast~paced six weeks, POYER
engaged in realistic Waval excraises (such as the Missile Defonse
Taesting by the Fleet Tlactronic "Tarfare Study Group), gave Midshipmen
extensive training, and yet had time for interesting port calls to
5t. Croi#, Virgin Iglands (%21 June-~22 June), Mnoscevelt Pnads (24 June
26 June), and for Independence Dry, Tampa, Florida (3 July=7 July).

At N735 on 9 July during transit from Tampa to Mavport, prR's Officer
?ﬁ the Deck sizted a 9mall craft a4t wosition LIT 24 Jedrocs '48 g
minutes WMarth and TOWMG 89 dearees 25 minutes West fianalling fnhr heln.

Nuickly moving to the craft's aid, POVER succeaded
' g




in rescuin~ two Cuban refugees, Mr. Alberto T. GARCIA and

Mr, Carlos Lorez NNA. Assistance in the form of food and watex
was provided. The refugees were embarkerd aboard a U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter which arrived on the scene at POWER's request.
Arriving in Mayport on 10 July, POWER merited a brief leave and
upkeep period prior to deployment to the Seventh Fleet and
Vietnam. During this time POWER passed her annual Supply
insrection with a gqrade of GOOD (17 July - 12 July) and on 2
Aucrast received notification of winning DESROM 1l4's Battle
mfficiency rward for the second consecutive year. To win this
sacond YE", POWER had met all committments and had tallied the
hichest overall score for competitive exercises in Destroyer
Squadron FOURTEEN. The formal presentation of the "E Award
wag made on 22 August 1967 by Rear Admiral XIDD, Commander
Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla TWELVE.

This pre-deployment period included two one-day underway
pariodg - 15 August for pre-deployment sea trials and 21 Rugust
for POVMER'4 annuzl Dependents® Pay Cruise. The latter gave
POWER wives and families ‘the <hiznce to see a medarn, all-purpoee
destrover in many of the aspects that constitutes its versatilities
as well ag to ohserve itd. daily routine.

On Saturday, 24 Augqust 19263, USS POWER (NDR39) deployed for
Vietnam in accordance with CINCLANTFLT Quarterly Fmployment
Schedule 1-67. At 1042 the following ray, she rendezvoused
with Destroyer Nivisinn 361, comprised of USS HUGH PURVIS
(DN709) , USS DUPANT (DD241),and USS NAVIS (PD937) enroute to
the Panama Canal. POWER became part of the "E" Division, sn

named as a result of each shi» being a current holi:st of her
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respective squadron's Battle Efficiency Award. Having won
DESRON FOURTEIN's Battle Efficiency "R" for Fiscal Year 19682,
POWER assumed a proud place ag the "EY “ivigion's “Way-crt répre-
sentative.

The "E" Division transited the Panama Canal and CHOPPED to
Commander FIRST Fleet on 28 Aucmust. POVER refueled during the
right in Rodman, Canal Zone and was undarway the next morning
eruroute to San Niego. POWER arrived in 8an Diego, California
rn 5 September and was inport for upkeep until § September.
Botwaon San DNiego and Svbic BPay, Philippines, POWER visited for
logiatic atopg P2arl Harbor, Hawail {14 September ~ 17 Sepi~
ember), Midwny Islond (21 Saptember), and GUAM, M.I. (207 Sent-
ember) ., POWEP CHOPPED to Carmandex SEVENTH Fleet on 26 Sept-

ember,

FPOWER was inport Subic Bay, Philippines from 2 Octcber to
€ Octcbhber during which time the "E" Division was temporarily
brokan up. Mn 7 October. POVWER was underway independently
for the Gulf aof Tonkin and; mn 7 October, entered the YANKEE
Station Surveillance Ares and tla Vistnam Combat Zone. On
9 Octcber POWER raportad to CPU 77.0.5,USS LONG BEACH (CGN %),
Strike Support Ship, and fulfillesd Auties as Gun Support Ship
("SHOTGUN") .

Detached 13 Nctober, POWER raported to the USS MAHAN
(PLG 11) for Search and Rescue (S5AR) Gun Support Ship duties.
COMDESRON THREE, embarked MAHAN was the SAR Commander. POWER
commenced a SAR mission that same day. The two ships conducted

a fruitless all-night search for survivors from a Jdowned A6-A




aircraft launched earlicr that day from USS CORAL SEA (CVA 43). On
16 Octeohor, POWER conducted a 82N missimn independently. which ter-
minate’l when no confirmation was received that an aircraft had, in
fact, been downed. Later that day, POVEP gonducted her first Helo-
in-flight refueling (HIFR) with a AN heliconter alsn participating
in a searxch effort.

Depsyting Southern SAT Station 29 Geotoher, POVEFR assumed duties
tha sanz (lay as "SHOTEGUN™ for the Positive Identification Padar Advisory

Zone (PINAZ) zhip, USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG 28). 'This statirn was noted

for ite bazinw tha aorthern-~most nosition of Maval units assiannd in
the PTonkin =ulf. FUIEL renortad nn 29 Cctober to CTG 77.6, URS CORAL

SEA (CVAR 43) , as Pcscuz Destrover The Task Grouo departed the comhat
zona for Subic Bav 2 Vovaember.

On 4 Novemher, POWAR arrived in Subic Bay . and remained there
for upkeep until 11 NMovember. Underway independantlv POYEDR pro-
cecded to Danang, Popublic of Vietnam, arriving 13 Movembar for type
training and briefings. Departing TNanang that nicht PO™PR returned
te PIRAZ station on the following day as "SHOTEUM® for USS MAHAN
(PLE 11) . POYER was datached 18 Mover-21t and nroceeded tn rendezvous
that day with ¢me 77.7 embarkad 1188 CONSTTRLLATION (CVA £4) on YANKER
Station, where she acted as Pascue Dastroyer.

On 26 Movemher, POTRN was detached tn nroceed indanendently to
Sagebhn, TV hut was forced to take shelter 28 Movember in Subic Bay
due to rongh weather and the threat of Typhoon ORA. The ship's com-
nany ata a late, but welcomed Thanksniving Dinner that evening. By

the next day weather had improved
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sufficiently, and POWER was underway for Saseho, Japan.

POWER arrived in Sasebo on 3 December for an eight day
upkeen period. During this time, men of the POWER were offered
the advantages of sightseeing and excellent liberty. POWER
Adeparted Japan 11 December in company with CTG 77.5, which
consisted of USS HANCOCK (CVA 19) and USS SAMUEL N. MOORE
(PD 747). While enroute Hong Kong for a port visit, POTER
plane guarded for HANCOCK in Exercise "Rlue Sky". POWER remain:
o in British Crown Colony of Hong Xong from 14 December to
19 Dhcerher. 9MER departed Hong Kong on 20 December as TG 77.
which ronsisied of USS HANCOCK (CVA 19), USS SAMUEL N. MOORE
(PD 747), and USS DECATUR (PG 31). POWER 2rrived on YANKEE
Station 21 Decembor. She was detached the next day to proceed
to PIRAZ and relieve USS CORRY (DD P17) as PIRAZ "SHOTGUN".

UsSsS POWER (DD £39) finished 1968 as PIRAZ "SHNTGUN" for
USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG 28), spending Christmas Day 1968 and New

Year's Eve at sea.
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DHRE DOMAER (DD A230)

RPECIAL WODLICH

1. WEAPOMNS. In 196%, %eapons Departmant ewnendes anproximately
2507 rounds of 5"/3R ammunition (490 ~f vhich wer:s fired while
anchored off Vieéues in fehruary): seven tormedoes and four
anti-submarine rockets. Tha “Taanons Dapartment esrned an
average grada of 111 (including honus noiants! in anti~-submarine
warfare axercises foxr 1958. In late May, RPO¥MER's two dual-
purpoese twin 5°,/38 mounis were requaned.

WRATONE OFFICRERR:

LT DAL 12, ANOUILTIMO

2. PFNEINEERING. POYER's "noineering Plant, in 1868, carried

]

her thrcugh months of exercises and the 1368 nortion of her

D]

vieztnam Tour. Due £ the affic

LS

iency of hex plant, PATER met
&ll operational committrnents, steaming owver §5,000 miles and
burning more than 2,920,710 callnns of black cil.
EUICINERRING OFFICER:

TP JOSFPY p . PULMEPR

3. QPERATIONS. 'The Misrahicnzg Dovsrniraut achieved srades of

FXCRLLEMT ox higher in all romsctitiva exercises for 1968 with
noteworthy 27.3 (0DUTSTANDIWGY on - Tactieal Meneverine Fxercise
conducted while in transit to WLAPRLC,

OPEEATIONS OFFICER:

LT ANDREW J. COMAE
4. MEDICAL. HML James A. HRIST relieved HMC "illiam n.
DESSETTFE as POWER's Hospital Corpsman nrior to YWRESTPAC

Deployment.




5. CHAPLAIM's ACTIVITIES. Prisr to deployment, LT GLPNN,

Dastroyer Squadron FOUPTEFN's (hanlain, assisted the shin by
providing information eoncarnineg housing, peresonnel and
religious activities to crewmembers' families. ™hile underway,
LT Pater WANIE, Squadron THIPTY-SiX's Chanlain rode the ship
o WESTPAC nrovidina reliaimus gervices for the shin. Tn the
"MlE of Tonkin, vOMER Aanjoyed the acrvices of various ztaff
Chanlains.

£,  DPEENLISTMENTS, Yhern weora four Ffivst term and four career

reenlistments Auring 1972 resulting in zn averaae reenlistment of
21.6 rercent. Variahle Feenliztment Bonuses raid during this
year amounted to almoast twenty-three thousand dnllars,

7. BMTTLE FPEFICTEMCY AWARD. Wor the second consecutive year,

DOWER won Destrovexr Scuadron POURTEEM's Battle Afficiency "rY
fward. The "RY is awarded each fiscal year for the Sguadron
ghip attaining the hichest cverall gcore in commetitive
exercises. Ooncerning her second "=BY, BPOVEY received the
following from Rear Admiral ADLRINGH . COMCRUDRSFLOT 12:

"The winning of tha FY 40 Asnttle "fficiency Avard by

POWREDR in DRSTON FOURTTENM (a3 ~tead wikh zeal nride.

The attainment of sgnch an avaesd i: 2 resuly nf execallent

leadarship, nersarverenca and hard work all which was

ably carried out hy POWET . Vour demonstrates nroficiency
in fleet onerations qives amnle testirony for vour claim

o tha award. Please acceant wmy congratulations and a

hardy ™ell Drna®,




