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Officer, USS ORISKANY (CVA.34)
Tos Chief of Naval Opa'ations {oP-i5555).

Subj: OPHAV Report 5750-1; submission of
Ref: (a) OPHAVINGST 5750,12

-

Encls (1) OPHAV Report 5750-1, 1966 Command History w/ammexes {A-G)

L. The enclosed report covers the activities of USS ORISKANY from
1 January to 31 Decenmber 1966 and is submitted in accordance with
reference (a),

24 This report is submitted in two parts, Part Gne is the basié
section consisting of three sub-sectlions; I. Basic Marrative, II,
Chronology, and III. Lessons Learned, Conclusions and Recommendations,
Part Two is the Documentary Amnexes conslisting of:

{A) 1966 VESTPAC Cruise Report and Supplements
(8) Air Intelligence Crulse Report for 1966

o OF-O0FET A
(C) CVH-16 1966 Cruise Report . Lo SEFET

“={D) 1966 Public Affairs Office Releases

(E) 1966 WESTPAC Cruise Daily Stztistical Summarles (OPREP-5!35)- 72 @7-cv05y
N(F) Roster of Officers - 1 December 1966
‘ \\(G) Cruise Bock for 1966
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PART ONE

Basic Narrative
Chronology of Important Events in 1966

Lessons Learned, Conclusions, and Recommendations




BASIC NARRATIVE

1. Comsand Organization and Relations,
as Captain B, J. CONNOLLY YIT was relieved by Captain J., H. IARROBINO

”

as Commarding Officer on 1l March 1966, aboard ORISKANY at NAS North Teland,
California, )

b, CWW-16 was assigned to ORISKANY for the 1966 WESTPAC Cruise, CVW-16
embarked aboard ORISEANY from 24 March to 24 April 1966 and again from 18 May
to 16 November 1966,

¢o COMCARDIV SEVEN, RADM D, C, RICHARDSON, embarked aboard ORISEANY in
Yokosuka, Japan on 20 June 1966 and disembarked on 1 August 1966, COMCARDIV
NINE, RADH W. L. CURTIS, was embarked atoard ORISEARY from 4 October to
30 October 1966,

d, ORISKANY's home port was changed from San Diego to Alsmeda on
21 November 1364,

2 ggeratiom‘. -

a. After a period of restricted availability at HAS North Islend from
3 Jamary until 28 February 1966; ORISKASY conducted Refre-sher Training with
the Fleet Training Group,San Diego,

b. SECNAY cruises were conducted on 23 March to 27 March 1966 and 2
April to 29 April 1966, with many dignitaries aboard,
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co ‘ORISKANI's Operational Readiness Evaluation and STRIKEX (eods
name Gray Ghost) ware conducted off the coast of Southern California
during 15-22 April 1966, These exercises wore wall conducted and
realistically orientated toward Speclal Operatioens in WESTPAC,

d, A Dependents Day crulse was conducted for ORlsg.Lw'dependenta and
sclected guests during the daylight hours on 30 Apirl 1966, Tours of the
ship, departmental displays arranged on the hanger deck, and an air show
by CVé-16 Adreraft entertained and educated embarked guests,

¢, ORISKANY departed San Tdego on 26 May enroute to her second
W3STPAC crulse involving Specisl Operations off the coast of Viet Mam,
DRISEANY arrived at Pearl Harbor, Hawali, on 1 June for an Operational
Readiness Inspection which wvas conducted by COMFAIRHAWAITI, ORISKANY
departed Hawaii on 5 June 1966, chopped to Seventh Fleet and assutved CTG 776
on 12 June and arrived at Yokosuka, Japan on 14 June 1966, ORISKANY departed
Yokosuka on 20 June and proceeded south to Sutie Pay, Philippine Islands,

. Checkertail Rxercises (attempted penetration of TATWANESE Air Defense) .
were conducted enroute, ORISKANTY departed Subie Bay on 27 June and arrived
off the coast of South Vietnam on 30 June 1966, to commence her first
on-the-~line periecd,

£. The Chronolozy of Important ¥vents presenis the details of .
ORISKANY's {ive months on Special Operations in the ?:‘Le? ¥am Theater,

ge¢ %hilas enroute to Hong Kong on 16 September 1966, ORISKANY

oL

answered the distress call of the SS August Moon (Eritish registry) "‘““‘r':t":‘i
WA

which was aground on the Pratas Island reef. Th
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- viere launched at first light to assist the stricken ship, High secas
in ’the waka of Typhoon Elsle continually struck the August Hoon amd
necegsitated removal of the entire 44 man m'ew.by helo to the Pratas
island Air Station or the ORISKANY, Additional remarics concerning ‘
these rescue operations are com.a.ir}ed in the CRISKANY Cruise Report,
the Ady Intelligence Cruise Report, and the enclosed 25 September
1966 press relsase,

h. At 0728 local, 26 October 1966, fire started in a magazine on
the main deck, starboard side. All hands responded to the emergency
and engaged in the fire fighting and rescue operations until the fire
was brought umder cantrol at 1035 local, Smoke gond heat from the fire
resulted in the deaths of A4 officers and men, Fire damage put 2n end
to combat operations and caused an early return to Califernia, where
more complete repairs eould be mads, 'Ehu'mfte, the shlp stopped in
Subdic Bay and underwent emergency rex;airs tetween 28 October and 2 Kove
_ember. - _ ~ o ) ‘
| i. on b -:-Iovember; ORISKANY and accommanying sscorts conducted
memorial services for the officers and men that died in the 26 October
fire, In thls impressive, time honored ceremony, the body of LCDR
OMAR RAY FORD, USN was committed to the deep.

Jo CRISKANY returned to San Disgo on 16 Novembar 1966,

k. ORISKANY entered Hunters Poimt, San Francisco ¥aval Shipyard on
23 November 1966, to undergo a period of restricted availability for
extensive maintenance and fire damage repair,
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3¢ Special Topies, Discussions on specisl tc:picm such as Operatioml

Statistu.cs, Swmary or Intelligenca Operations, Communications, Hedical

and Derntal Activities, Records, Visits, atc, are contained in the aporo-

priate sections of the sttached annexes,




CHEONOLOGY. OF THPORTAXT VENTS TN 1966
1, 3 Jamary - 28 Febraury — ORISKANY underwent minor overhaul and
Restricted Availability (RAV), under the supervision of INDMAN San
Diego at HAS Rorth Island,

2, 11 Pevruary - The Mavy Unit Commendation was awarded for achlevements

during the 1965 WESTPAC Cruise,

3. 1-4 March - Underway with Fleet Training Group for refresher trzining.

Le T7-10 March - Underway with Fleet Training Croup for refresher training.

5. 11 ¥arch - Change of Command Ceremony was held on the flight deck,
with Captain J, H. IARROBINO relieving Captain B, J. COMBOLLY I,

6. 18-20 darch - A SFCNAV Cruise was held, with vardous prominent
civilians attending a three day orientation,

7« 24 March = 1 April « Underway oi"f- the Californis Coast for air
cperations and underway t.ra:i.rﬂ_ng; with Attack Carrigr Air Wing SIATEEN
deplayed aboard (FISKAHI for the first time in 1966,

8, 4~12 April - Underway for air operztlons ami the lieaﬁons Training .
Exercise (WEPTRAEX).

9. 15-22 April - The First Fleet Strike Rxerclse (STRIKEX); erd
Operational Readiness Zvaluation (ORE), code neme Gray Ghost, were
comducted,

10, 24 April - Wir Wing SIXTEEN departed ORISKANY for Lemoore NAS,

11, 25-28 April « Four days of carrier qualifications for various west coast

squadrons were comducted,




12, 26-29 April - The second SECFAV Cruise was corducted,

13, 30 Apedl ~ The ammal Dependant®s Day Crulse was held for families
and friends, with an alr show presented by Afr Wing SIXTESN as the
highlight,

14, 13 Hay - Alr Wing SIXTEEN returned $o CRISEANY to wake fimal
preparations for the WESTPAC deployment.

15, 26 ¥ay ~ CRISKANY, with CVE-16 a.bop.rd; departed San Diego on her
eighth WESTPAC deployment and second to the Tiet Ram Specizl Operations
(SPECOP'S) theater,

16. 1-5 June -~ The Operationsl Rezdiness nspection (CRI) was conducted
near Hawail,

17, 6 June - Teayl jartor vas left behind; as the ship sailed for Japan,
13, 12 June - Operational Cormander was changed from Corwander First
Flest to Commander Seventh Fleat.

19. 11;-20 Ju.ne - Im:ort Yokoauka, Japan, for revt rele.xat.ion, and
fiml preparations for Special Operatiom.

20, 15 Juns ~ Iims and children from the "Oriskany Iome", a Catholic
run orphanage for Japenese ehildren financed by the men of ORILKANY,

were treated to a tour of the ship, The children presented a musical
show, ond the Home was presented # check for $1,000 by Capbtain IARROBINO,
a, 21-25. June - ¥hile snrouts to Subic Bay, Philippfne Islands, exerclse
peneirations of the Taiwanese Air Defense (exercize ¢code name CUACEKER-

TAIL) were flown,




22, 26 June = Inport Subio Bay, Republic of the Fhilippines,

T‘“.J

23, 27-30 June - Fnzoute Dixle Station.

24, 30 June = Specisl Operations (SPECOPS) on Dixie Station began.

25, 8 July - ORISKANY moved north to YANKEE Station, continuing her

first on-the-line period.

26, 13-14 July - The Honorable Paul H, Nitze, Secretary of the Favy,
visited ORISEANY,

o7, 16=17 July - Vice Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Horatio M,
Rivero, pald ORISKANY a visit.

28, 16 July — LTJG Adams, of VF-162, was shot down amd rescued in North
Viet Nam, thus becoming the first pilot in the war to be shot down and
rescued twice, ;I}nring ORISKANY's 1965 cruise, LTJG Adams was the first
jet pilot to survive after being shot down by an enemy surface-towair
missile. .

29. 30 July - 3 August - Inport Sublc Bay, Republic of the Philippines,
for upkeep, rest, and relazation.

-390, -4 August - 8 September - YANKEE Statlon Speclal Operations continued.
31, 11-14 August - Noted television and radio personality, Arthur Godfrey
visited ORISKANY as part of "Operation Handshake".

32, 18 August - Noted war correspondent Robert Sherrod vislted ORISKANY to
obtain material for a feature story ofor LIEFE Magazine.

33, 19 August - Rotired Generals Sanagi and Masumoto of Japan, visited
ORISEANY on a fact-finding tour,

34e 6 September - ORISEANY set an ammmition uidervay replenishment recard

or 435.5 short tons per hour with USS MT, KATMAT (AE 16).
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35, 9-14 September = Inport Subic Bay, Republiec of the Philippines, for
upkeep, rest, and recreatiom,

36;. 15 September - ORISEARY conducted Crossdeck Operations with Britdsh
cax;riar, H.M.3., VICTORIOUS, while enrcute to Hong Kong.

37+ 16 September = ORISKANY helos reseued 44 erew membors from the Britieh
freighter, 58 AUGUST MOOMN, aground on Pratas Reef, 175 miles southeast of
Hong Kong.

38, 17-22 September ~ Inport Hong Kong,

39+ 23 Septemder - 26 October -~ Special Operstions were conducted on
YANKEE Station,

40, 1 October » LTJG James B, Welsh of EC-1 Detachment G made the 6,000th
helicopter landing on ORISKARY,

4l. 9 October ~ Commander Richard M, Bellinger of Fighter Squadron 162
shot down an enemy MIG in ailr combate Three months earliery CDR Bellinger
had been forced to eject aflter having ‘been attacked by enemy MiGs, CDR
Bellinger received the Silver Star Medal from the Seaxreiary of Defenaa,
Robert S, MacNamara,:

42. 12 Ocfober = A group of high ranking officials, headed by Secretary
of Defenss, Robert S. MaclNamara, visited the ship as part of thelr tour

of Southeast Asia. Alsc present were: Arthur Sylvester, Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs; General Earle G, Wheeler, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff} Admiral U, 5. G. Sharp, Comander-in~
Chief, Pacifie,




43. 21 October - Movie and telsvision personality, Jolm Gavin, visited

the ship.
44, October 26th = Fire ravaged ORISKANY, taldng the lives of 44 officers

and enlisted men, Broad coverage was given by all major news media,
45, 28 October = 2 November - Inport Subie Bay, Republic of the Philippines.
46. 3=15 November - ORISKEAY departed Subie Bay, in transit Yo CONUS,

47. 6 November ~ 125 Miles c- st northeast of Iwo Jima, memorlal services
for ORISEANY's 4/ demrted shipmates wore held, and the body of LCDR Omar,
R. Ford was committed to the deep.

48, 8 Hovember - Commander First Flest beceume ORISKANY!s Operational
Commander.

49. 16 November - ORISKANY entered San Diego, and disembarked Air Wing 16
after a 5% month deployment to WESTPAC.

50, 21 SNovember - ORISXANY departed San Diego for San Franelseo Bay Naval
Shipyard, Hunters Point.

51, 22 November = Arrived San Framclzco, Californis

52, 23 Hovember = 31 December « Undergoing Restricted Availability (RAV)
at San Framelsco Bay Naval Shipysrd, Hunters Point. COMHAVAIRPAC Decame

ORISKANY's Operational Cormander,




LESSORS T.EARNED, CORCLUSIONS, AND RECOMAERDATIONS

1. Lessons lsarmed, conclusions, and recommendations of a general
naturs hava baen included herein; more detaiiad discussions are contained
in the annexes,
2+ Lessons Lesrned,

a. Although it has been generally recognized that the concept of
level readiness for pilots 1s very difficult to maintain under combat
conditions , the same understanding has not been apnlied to enlisted
persormel, Turnover rates for enlisted are still high, and the effect
on maintenance is apparent, Frequently, key personnel are detached
prior to the arrival of 2 qualified rellef, Often replacement personnel
hzve 1litile or no experlence in thelr technieal speciality and in many
instances insufficiemt mmber of perspnnel in eritical rates/ratings are
assigned, While there apsears to be m ready solution to this problem
in the near futurs, a solution 4is necessary if the pace of presemt
operations s to bs sustained,

b, Wood planking is not conpletef.ly satisfactory durinz large scals
CVA flizht operations in the tropics, The Yokosula anc_i Suble imtallatims‘
of flight deck plank sezlant failed to adhere properly. ?m’ing rain storms,
water ran down between boards, dilubed the latex underlay, and flooded
many 02 level compsrtments in Erave section of the ship,




BLG. ool 120

Co. contimed to be A problem, ORISKARY served as "Yarkee Team"

and “Harket Time" mail carrler during most of the time on stztion and
served as 4 torminal post office for both imcming and outgoing mail for
approximately 25 ships, The 27C Class carrier does not have adequate
storage for the tremendous amount of mail receaived for this large rmumber
of ships,

d, Exchange with other CVA's via CROSSTELL was the most waluabls
source of weather informstion, However, this system broke down several
tines due to conmunication problems,

3. Conclusions and Recommendations,

a., The Positive Identiflcation Radar Advisory Zone {PIRAZ) concept
has proven to be a definite assst on Yankee Station, However, a single
source of information for IFF code asslgmrents Is not available, and it is
sometimes difficult to determine the proper IFF codes for special flishts,
It. is recomsended that this information be consolidated and promilgated
by a single source,

be The use of an incinarator for destruction of clasaifled matter
abcard an aireraft carrler presents a serlous protlem, Incinerator
usage was restricted by flight operations, fueling, ordnance handling,
and when used crented a serious dirt protlem, It 1s recommended that
a mechanical shredder, or mulcher/msticator, for processing the

equivalent of 100 to 300 burn bags per day be prov;ﬁded on all CVA's,

Enclosure (1)




Ces Charts which cover ths water off Viet Ram arse becoming increas-
ingly cluttered with reported reefs, pinnacles, and shoals labled RPAR
and "PD?, From time to time COMSEVENTHFLT has had several of these
areas checked with negative results, It is :f'ecomanded that a survey
vesgel be essigned to Investigate every reef, pimmacle, and shoal area
reported to exist in the waters adjacent to Vietnem, and definitely nrove
or disprove their presence,

d, ‘the AN/S¥G-6 Weather Mapping Satellite proved o be very
valuable, 1ts early installetion on all CVA's i3 recommerded,

Enelosure (1)



(K) 1966 WESTPAC Crulse Report and Supplements,
(B) Air Intelligernce Cruise Repert for 1966,
{(C) CVW-16 1966 Crulse Report.
o (D) 1966 Publis Affairs Office Releases,

(E) 1966 WESTPAC Cruise Daily Statistical Summariesj OPREP-5!S.
(F) Roster of Officers - 1 December 1966.

(G) Cruise Book for 1966.
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1966 AWARDS AND CITATIONS
APPROVED  RBEQUESTED®

Silver Star 3 &
Leglon of Merit 2 3
Distinzuished Flyling Cross 39 57
Ravy and Marine Corps Hedal 19 16
Bronze Star 6 7
Alr Medal ' 554 690
Navy Commendation Hedal 154 160
Purple Heart A 11
Secretary of the Navy Comendation for 38 35
Achievenent

CINGCPACFLT Letters of Commandation 57 90

&

Seventh Ileet J.etters of Commendation 45

The ORISKANY and AIRNING 16 were awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for
L Achievements during the 1956 WESTPAC Cruise,

*Includes those not aprroved and those not yet acted upen,

ANNEX A -15- MY




smms o cw-16 PEBS‘GHR:EL DOYNED IN 1966

%%\‘@ . {)ﬁ;jsom st &1L opERATIONS

DATE . ImIz RANE/RATE FOE N0, OFPICIAL $T1

12 Jul 66 VF=162  LI1JO ADAMS, Robert F. 677068 Recovered
1 Jul 66 VF~162  CDR BELLINGER, Richard M, 513408 Recovared
19 Jul 66  VP-162  L1JG DENNISON, Texry Ae 625395  PoW
23 Jul 66 Vi-163  CDR FOSTER, ¥ymn F, 522092 Recoversd
28 Jul 66 V4~163  EES MCSWAIN, George P., Jr. 697713 POV

7 dung 66 Vi-152 LT FRYER, Charles L. 659036 KIA
11 Aug 66 VF-111  LIJG BALISTERS, Cody 4. 678187 Recovered
13 Aug 66 VF-111  LCDR LEVY, Norman S, 602901 Recovered
18 Aug 66 VF-162  LCDR VZRICH, Denetrio 4. 582583 Recovered
28 Aug 66 VA-152  CDR SMITH, Gorden H, 296773 Recovered
31 Aug 66 VFP-63  LCDR TUCKER, Thomas 4, 588508 Recovered

5 Sep 66 VP-111  CAPT ABBOTT, Wilfred K., USAF 3081739  MIa

6 Oct 66 VF-162 LT LEiCH, Richard D, 622759 Recovered
12 Oct 66 VA-164 LT BIXTMS, Frenk c. 658100 HIa
14 Oct 66 4-152  ENS THOMAS, Dervin J. 697831  MIA

22 Aug 66 VF-111  LTJG MEADOWS, Harding :.,' IIT 673934  Recovered
25 Aug 66 VA-164  LTJG BULLARD, Willian H, 677085 KIa
25 Aug 66 VA-152  LIJG ERENE, Jaues A. 674264, Recovered
27 hug 66  VA-164  ENS WOOD, Barry T. 694675  Recoversd
27 Aug 66 Vi-163 L1JG SCHROEDER, John F, 6?'}275 Recovered

5 Oct 66 VA-152  LTJG BEENE, James A, 674264 MIA

8 Oct 66 VA~152  LTJG FELOEAUS, John 4, 632728 MIA
23 Oct 66 ¥4-163  CDR CALDWELL, Eoudd H, 508130 Recovered
ANNEX (4) wl6m Enelosure (1)



AIR DEPAuTHENRT
i, ORISEANY underwent a RAY period for the first two months of 1966
during which the catapults recelved considerable attention, A two
stage opening chamber catapult (service change 232) was installed and

tested, This change enabled launching of heavy weight AL Adreraft
with a lower wind reguirement, kuch iuprovement wes gained in oper-
ating capabilities in Southeast Asia Operatlons with this change,

2. Prior to deployment, a total of 5,086 catapult shots were logzed

with no significant failures, and a total of 3,972 aircraft were

recovered, No significant problems occurred before ORISKARY left CORUS,




COKUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT

t. - Prax January to April,CRISEANY Cammnications Guard was maintalned

by the Commmnications Center at HAS North Island, CRISKANY communications
sraces and equipment underwent extensive modification during this period.
2. CRISKANY cozmenced malntaining her cwn guard in April and carried out
normal operations in EASTPAGC. Considerable difficuliy was experienced
with facilitles on board wnhich were to plague ORISKANY until well into
the deployment to WRSTFIC. CR Division's personnel were brought up to
strength during this period including augmenting persormel. CS Division's
persomnel were below allowance taroughout thne entire deployment.

3. During May 1966, transiting to WIESTPAC, (RISIANY's communications
were terminated with Honelulu, Japan, and everntually San Higuel in the
Republic of the rhilippines.

L« From June 1966 to Hovember 1966, comcencing with operations in support
of the Viebnanm conflict, the cmmuﬁt;ations traffic volume reached a
crescendo which did not abate until departure fr?m ‘n.’??.ST}fAC.. Haliway
through the deployment period equipment difficulties were résolved and
traffic handling was accomplished in a normamal fashicen.

5. During Hovember 1966 and December 1666 TRISZANI's Communications
Guard was assumed by shore staticns upen return to EASTRAC, ALl tele—
type and cryptosysten equipments were removed for extensive overhaul

during the extensive repair pericd which ccumenced on 22 November 1966.
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LHOIMZERIKG DLPARTMERT
1, Restricted Availability
a. ORISKANY was assizned a Eestricted Availsbility from 3 Janvary

to 28 February with Industrdal Xanazesent, San Diego, The Post
Deployment AV Program is effective and 1s to be considered highly

beneriCMO

b, The followlng major alterations were performed:

e (1) Hoveuber Go:mmnications

(2) Gun Pod Stowage
{(3) Mltiple Zowb Fack Stowzze
{4) Two pigit Telephone 3ystem
(5) Instelled Intermediate Level :rzint Shops
{6) ~ir Instaliation
2, LUndsrway Training Period

a. From 1 March - 10 karch CiISiANY underwent Pefresher Training
with the Flee{ Training Group.

b, Buriﬁg.the latter pﬁasé cf thé Hﬁﬁ, CRISKANY was glven 2 tfaining
readiness evalustion any was found to be only marginzlly ready to
rroceed with interim refresner training. 4s a2 result it was lopousible
for CRI3adHY to cerive maxlmun berefits frow the tralninz given al cea.
Insufficient time waz 2llowed te prepire for hefresher Triining as
considerzide contractor work was in progreas during our short reacy
for pca poeriod. It is recoumended that underway trailning be delayed
until the ship hus cumpleted the RFS perlod and has ample opportunity
to shake herself down oy acheduled 13X,

mEe" 8 BRQIEITT

=19~ L "1 I ) L..i

i

“‘C.Jﬂw LI g e L



¢o Durirg the pericd 24 March - 29 April the Enginecring Departament
a3 &ble to meet all comiiments while ORISKANY wes involved in CARUALS
and other operaticms,

3. Post Deployment RaV,

2, On 22 Hovember ORISEAWY began & reairiclted avaiebility at Eunters
Point Division, San Francisco Bay Haval Shipyard, ORISKANY was assigned
to Buntsra Point becsuse of the major repairs to the fire damaged area.

be Hajor slterations expecied to be accomplished during this BRAV
are as followst

{1) Probe Fueling. |

(?) Provide sliding padeyed.

(3) Install=tion of spot zir conditdorers in living quarters.
(4) Flight Deck ooaming.

(5) Afir Corditioming for steem estapult control rooms,

(6) Memzine sprinkling aystem in bomb assembly area,

(7) Relocate PLAT cameras ‘

(8) Inatall enrup~clad hickery plywood parallel to catapult,
(9) Roplaca A¥/VI{ -6 with AN/UL(-6B | o
(10} Install a3/SLA~10 Blanker-Tideo Mixer Group
(11) Install early warning ECH receivar,

(12) Install &%/SLR-12 EC¥ Receiving Set.

(13) Install AN/SPA-63 EX kit.
(14) Install 5aT OM A7/550~3 terminal.

cs As of 31 December all approved repair work and alteretlens are cn
achetule,




