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Froms Conmnding Of ficar, USS O' BANNON (DD-450) 
Toa Chi0f or Naval Operation.a (Op-09B9) 

DD4,0/RTLafn 
57~0 
Sert 101 
9 March l.969 

Subjs Annual Command History (OPNAV Report 57SO-l)J submission of 

Refs (a) OPNAVINST 5750012 
(b) CINCPACFLTINST S7S0o2 

Encls (l) Chronological History of USS O'BANNON (DD-450) for the 
period 1 January through 31 DeceriJer 1968 

(2) Narrative Comrr.tmd History of USS 01 BANNON (DD-.450) tor the 
period 1 January through 31 December 1968 

(3) Special Topic Narrative for the period l January through 
31 Decembn- 1968 

(4) Muster Roll and Roster of Officers tor USS O'BANNON (DDc.450) 

lo In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosUNa (1) through 
(4) are tonmrded hel'ewitho 

Copy tog 
CINCPACFLT 
CO?.CRODESPAC 
COMDFSFLOT FIVE 
COMDE.5BON 1.WENTI-FIVE 
COMDF.SDIV TWO FIFff•'lWO 



1 Jan 

7 Jan 

13 Jan 

24 Jan 

26 Jan 

l Feb 

2 Feb 

8 Feb 

19 Feb 

20 Feb 

9 Mai' 

10 Mar 

20 Mar 

2s Mar 

26 MU' 

6 Apr 

13 Apr 

20 May 

2U May-

27 May 

29 May 

4 Jun 

7 Jun 

26 Jun 

1 Jul 

3 Oct 

15 Oct 

IJD450/RT1d'n 
57,o 

CHBONOIOOICAL HISTORY OF USS O•BANNOH (DDc.450) 
FOOM l JANUARI THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968 

- 7 Jan NGFS 1n Northern I Corps area of South Vietnam 

- l3 Jan Enroute Yokosuka 

- 24 Jan Inport Yokosuka 

- 26 Jan Enroute Rendezvous Task Group 7006 

- 1 Feb Steaming in Korea Strait w1 th Task Group 7006 
.. 2 Feb Enroute Sas0bo 

.. 7 Feb Inport Sasebo 

- 18 Feb Steaming with Task Group 7lo2 off ltorea 

- 20 Feb Inport Subic Bay 

- 9 Mar Steaming in Gulf of Tonkin with Task Group 77oS 

.. 10 Mar Enroute II and IV Corps Area of South Vietnam 

- 20 1'llr II and IV Corps Area ot South Vietnam 

- 2S Mar Enroute Yokosuka 

... 26 Mar Berthed Yokosuka preparing for overhaul 

- 6 Apr Drydocked Yokosuka 

CD 13 Apr El'iroute Pearl Harbor 

- 20 May IJ:iport Pearl 

- 24 ~ Apollo Recan,ry Training · 

- 27 May Inport ?earl 
... 29 May Local Operations 

C> 4 Jun ~ Inport Pearl 

... · 7 Jun ~ _Operationa 

CD 

I 

l Jul Tender Availability USS ISIB HOY.A.IE (AD=:29) 

- Change ot Comnand 

"" 1S Oct. Regular C>Terhaul Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard 
( 

- First Sea Trials 

.. 18 Oct Inport Pearl 
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DD4S0/RTL:f.n 
57SO 

CHRONOLOOl:CAL HIS'roRY OF USS O•BANNON (DD-450) 

18 Oct ~ 

19 Oct "" 

:L9 Oct ..,. 20 Oct 

FROM 1 J"AlmARI 'l"HROUQH 31 DECEMBER 1968 

Poat. Owrbaul Annmini tion Onload 

Electronic Equipmant Calibration 

Inport Pearl Harbor 

:w ~i. 00 23 Oc1; Tender .A:tailabillty USS BRICE CANYON (AD-36) 

23 Oct Q 24 :Jo·~ weal Operations 

24 Oct - ll Nov Inporl Pearl Harbor 

11 Nov ., 20 ~ Refresher ~aining 

20 Dae - 31 Joo Inport Pearl Harbor 
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DD450/RTi...,;tn 
S7SO 

•'J.&_WU.TIVE COMMAND HISTORY OF USS O~BANNON (DD-450) 
FRON 1 JANUARY THBJJUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968 

'.Ibo OiBJ.NNON, providing gunfire support in tl18 Northern I Corps A:J.oea 
->f South Vietli.rim0 begmi 1968 as she h&d ended 1967 • After providing call 
and h...f\ITassmnt fiN., she proceeded on 7 JanWU7 to Y~, Japan., In 
Yokoouka f:rom 7 .. 13 Januuy6 the cre-w disposed ot :regular upkeep duties 
·i;hat t~e po13t1;Joned du t,o gunnery commitmtantso Upkeep ccmpleted9 the 
0fBANllON left !okosulm on 24 January in order to rendezvous witb 1».slc 
Clrcup 70u6 on i:'?idayi, 26 Janu.ar,ya imt:il 1 Febrimr.,0 the ship perforirsd 
plane guard s.n.d l!.lscart functions v.l.th the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-6S) and her. 
~ont ingeint. of. c:1.estroyers (iuring the period of international tension f ol= 
:towing the aei~'Ul"a of the USS PUEB.W., Having e:xp3rl.enced exces sive salini1;,y 
i11 boiler feJaC: 1'1a:t-9r1> the 0 1 :BA.NNON l\"aS forced to return to Sasebo~ Jape.n0 
'ifhsra she lay dockside rechl.i'ying her enginaaring diff:tcult.iee until 7 
F~b~u 

ShE: l.'ejo:i.ned ·the ENTERPRISE and '!ask Oi•oup 7lo2 f'or duty ott loraa f?om 
i3 Feb~.ar.r ..,. 18 Februaryo O;BANNON tben ret urned to S.ubic Bay~ P .. Io for 
lihe:rty .snd upkeapo Then aha joined Task Group 77'11S far escort duty in the 
Gulf of Ton.kir> from·20 Februal'y • 9 Marcho 

Having ba.::t1 detached f?"om 1-llsk Group 77 :,5 an 9 March» the o•BANNON 
1."'l!Ildeirt"OtlS wit ~ t.he USS PRICHETT (Dn...~61 ) on 10 }·'.arch for material turn 
over a.r.d brief i1lg prior t.o the asswnption 0£ naval gunfi.N support; duties 
in too n and IV Corps ar.:sa of South Vietrwu8 Untdl 20· Maieah the 0'BANNON 
~B engaged 1D call and har.rassment firingt· 11:ie major port.ion of this time 
·,ta.a s~t at V?rloue s.~hoNgea of Phu Quoe Island" On 20 March~ the 
0 ':BANNON anded heJ'.· deplcymnt!l 

I·& was con iu1?red advise.bl.$, h011ever, to stop in Yokosuk:a11 J apan for 
hull rapai?a b ,_io-J>3 i"etnm.:ing to Pearl Harbor11 Arriving in Yokosuka on 2$ 
Mar·ohr, the ~l"'?'lr p!"apared for drydoeldng on 27 M!irch.,, Hull repairs com,,~ 
pleted1, o ;WINON departed for hom~oz=t on 6 Aprilq With one fueling s t..,op 
a t Mim.,"B.y on D. April~ 0 11 r"?\NNON and her era;, arrived in Pearl Harba.r on 
:~.3 Ap:z-ilo Shs ~uained pi.nrside until 20 Ma.;r for a period of leave and 
postodeploylteir· ,~kea'po 

She pi-ocwe· l.,...d from port on 20 ?'.ay for Apollo Recovery Training until 
?.4 May when sln :..'ettt-v.ned ·to port for the weekend.I) Monday morning 27 Mq 
found O'BANNON S'(.Q,~g out or the channel for a ·three day training crui.se 
5.r.u:luding gunn~ry f'.ir.irig0 casualty and gene:iral drills~ Re·l.urning tiO port 
\ID. 29 '1'-'a.y:i, she !'f:l1m.ined tiod ... up for upkaep untd.l 4 Junep The atc;,Sea 
peri\'Jd laa"l:,ing ® 'til 6 Jun9 provided ti.ma fo:..- extensive ASW training() 
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DD450/R '.I'L: £11 
5750 

·,uffiRATIVE CN!MAND HIS'roRY OF USS o•BANNON (DJ)...450) 
FRO:H 1. JANUARY '.JlmOUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968 

Re1;urning l'rom this hat operatioml period prior ·oo regular overhaul9 
t,he 0~ BA.NNON berth alongside the tende?' USS ISLE ROYALE (AD- 29) to pre ... 
pare f<.ir t."10 ;y"i:il"d overhaul co1TDBBncing 1 Ju}3o On 26 June.,, the shipaa 
.~6-t .. li ArmiT1trml:,"9' ot coramisisioning,p. Cormna.nder John Po IREDALE, USN$ re= 
11.eved Captain John w .. WEIJ,S, USN 3 as Commanding Officer in a ceremony 
!lel.d aboard ah.'.po 

On l J·1l.y t;he O' Bt\.NNOiii was moved dead plant from the t,enner tc Pear.-1 
aarbor Narral S,'lip;yard for her first overh&ul in over four years o She l"'fJ.., 

·l!ailM>d there u ... Jt:1.1 15 Octcl>er, being brougM; into a state of opera.tiona.l 
~!'eadi.nesa bef':i. i;ting her re.-cordo 

On 10 Octc1)el•$ the r e~ular overhaul ended and the ship got underwa~, for 
1UI) West !Dch ~or post-overhaul ammunition ona,loado After berthing over= 
ni ght thtl sh:1.J departed te spend the day calibrating electronics equipment,, 
Approach:S.ng be :'t.11 Bm27 'the O'BANNON -was set into the USS SAMPLE (D~l048) 
l>y a strong w; .::it of 'Wind.o SAMPLE S\jSta.ined slight danage to he:r bO'Hb 
•fl.."tlln"t.-f1C:. uonar,, The tip oi' O'BANNON•s starboard scretf W9.B dentedo Reen 
placensnt of t.',e ata.:rbOU'd. screw required ths assistance of the USS BRYCE 
<:ANION (JJ),.,.36) until 23 Oc~bero Repairs complet.adi;. the 0 9BANNON got tmde1, .. 
·n:r for tndepe ..1dant opera·Monst> retuming to port on 24 Octobero The ahip 
·,~ :rra.ined inpo::r r, m1til 4 Nc.vem'ber preparing for Re!reshar Trainingo 

The ,reek :p::-ecoding the start of refresher trRining was used for pre"" 
i..>.u-atj_c,n ,, On ,,. l\Jo'flJmbet· t,he ship completed calibration of antennas o 
Uo-vmnbcr 6,,7 ,nre dayt< at sea spent in ASW and general quarters drills!1 

hringir,g perao,mt:Jl int.o a high stst.a of ree.dinesa for refresher training,, 

Fleet. T:nd ... 'ling Group Obsarvers embarked on 11 November and Refresher 
Trainlt g began ,., 'lh0 only major difficulty experienced during the training 
period was wi t n ·the Ml 37 gunfire control systemo Even though the sys·;;,ero 
tunctioned wll :i.n surface and shoru bonbardment.? tracking was erratic 
m.gainst air ta1"get.so The diffi culty was covered under guarantee clauses 
5.n shipyard jo·l OZ'derao The problem was correctedp but not in time to coIIP 
plete anticail" wartare exercises scheduledo 

Rsfresher Training ended on 20 December with an overall grade of 81.,7 
(Good)o From whis tillie until the yearis end,. 09BANNON stayed inport for a 
:Leava and upkaop periadb correcting discrepancies f rom Refresher Training 
nnd prspa.ring f o-r administ.rative9 pre-deployrooni; and ordnance inspect ions 
1~nd:i:ng during t.he first month o:t the nett yearo 
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S:.>ECIAL TOPICS .., Ml 'J:FRIAL PERFORMANCE: 

!at2:t:f!~~io lb1! er..g:lnrnw:tng pls_nt contil,ued to inprow in l96Bo 1.ne 
on:cy- 1m j•:>r c.iu Ja11,ies lb~1·0 corrected s:lmul·tant!ous~r in SaaEJ'bo" ~'ap,M 
il'<)m · .• 7 FebI'l J.7:Y' c Mnnil>Gl~ 2 fiBir_ condenser was leaking cauf1ing t»:ceaai·ft, 
ee:1.ti.J: ;y in tJ 1 bcUa:Ps noccessit~ting f rGqn.ent l:.loudorms" Number 1 
d1t p 1 ,:. sorvl:t gf!r..era~..jO:':" had at«.m laakagei 3~0un6. the noz~J.es ~ .uuing it 
to 11'\ l'' e."~Y :n l txi.p ou; :. r. With 6.saistanc6 o:r the Ship 1e Repair FEici U t,;y" 
3ai1e\ ,., , ·;h;;G ! ,rl)tlemu 11E:il'G alimL"latado In M!lreh ·ihe O'BAENON rade a 15 
knot ,,; d a 2.~ a.ot. t1conixro;1• runo 'I'his 'nas ·the firs·,.; \iiroe the shjp had 
p!.'.tlSEh i·;;e e•: < 1orrcy· runs ilt 4 year-so &turn in:~ to Pearl Harbor the slrl.~ 
~ade a f'nl l p n :-'.' run for t,he i'irst tins in over 9 yea.rt!() after a 7 r11011·';b 
je.;.il< ;;! ie1 ,t ') 

il88;ocm:o 3·.;:L) • net h.a.v:.ng profit~d f'ro»t a regllJar overhaul, Weapc,na ' ___ . ...., .. ' 
Depar·:-t1a11t L1J11 ;1:ffal com,pluted the deployment ·wi·\·h no casualt,ies rt,sult:tng 
Lo. dcr1-et".:J'!'tl 1 :a:iinesro 4Ster the ,ard pe1•iod, in uhich all tizs cont!:ool 
iea.r m .s o-rad .ulgi" t ho NK 37 Ou11 Firm Control t:yatem did not perfo1:•m up 
~o i tu si.a-,.clm !.so Pser1. H~rbor Shipyard and sb::.pu force embarked on an 
Lrrt.ero: vt ;CJ;:x ictive i:-a:.nt,enance progra.mo This e:..'fort resulted ir> the 
~cr.a1' ~ b:.a pen ·~ornn::E <1! the system~ but t'.ais <'8111\ abou·t after t}:e com<> 
,Jl«:t:i or ( ,f P,of ~:ihar TrE i ning and the benefits t-m1~· not realized dur...n1t 
li.h:1.a iil '8.:in l.ng ,ie 1·i<X.~ o ~:'hz, shipJ> ho11i-e"iJl!r O q··.2alifie<1 for shore bombardmont 
lrui nu·f~.e11 or ,a6 n 9::1.t. c'ui,iss during t his pariot' o 

O!l:!n:1;! or:s ') C ::ri:ig the f.imJ. months oi cleploy-.:llent tru, 01>erat.101u 
~pall;nir:E suf ~0:!'•'3:i fl"ODl consider!:\bl.e dotmM.me of vtil""lOUL'l pieces of' 
(!qtdp·~·E n.1 o ~~!I .:1 :l3 att!,,.lbutable to the exti1ndi!d pe1i.01.'. from the laet 
lYVBrli ,.t le \"ha e,urga:ney d:ey-dock in Yolrosuk.a p:res1.!nt.oo 1imi t9d opportmo.t.s 
. ~•)!' t'1·thr.ieal .a,3i 3tlmC~o A.fter the regular-:- overba1.u it· Pearl lhrbo:r 9 t.h~ 
r.:ntarJ.i l roliio),CJ "fB~ iDpR"oved greatly And ·~e :,au- b.'US .110:m:_olei:.e i .d.t.."lotlt 
n. cs.a .. ~ l t y cot '5~1B:1tal to ·the shi'J> • s readinoss o 

l 


