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9 March 1969

Commanding Officer, USS O'BANNON (DD=L50)
Chief of Naval Operations (Op-09B?)

Annual. Command History (OPNAV Report 5750-l); submission of

(a) OFNAVINST 5750.12
(b) CINCPACFLTINST 5750,2

{1) Crronological History of USS O'BANNON (DD-450) for the
pericd 1 January through 31 Decembsr 1968

(2) Narrative Command History of USS O'BANNON (DD-450) for the
period 1 January through 31 December 1968

(3) Special Topic Narrative for the period 1 January through
31 December 1968

(L) Muster Roll and Roster of Officers for USS O'BANNON (DD-450)

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) through
(L) are forwarded herswith.

GRmdse

Copy tos

CINCPACFLT
COMCRUDESPAC
COMDESFLOT FIVE
COMDESRON TWENTY-FIVE
COMDESDIV TWO FIFTYI-TWO




1 Jan
7 Jan
13 Jan
2l Jan
26 Jan
1 Feb
2 Feb
8 Feb
19 Feb
20 Feb

9 Mar
10 May

20 Mar
25 Mar
26 Mar
6 Apr
13 Apr
20 May
2k May
27 May
29 ¥ay
L Jun
7 Jun
26 Jun
1 Jul
3 Oect
15 Oet
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS O'BANNON (DD-L450)

- T Jan
= 13 Jan
- 2l Jan
- 26 Jan
= 1 Feb
= 2 Feb
= T Feb
= 18 Feb
= 20 Feb
- 9 Mar

= 10 Mar
= 20 Mar

- 25 Mar

- 26 Mar
- 6 Apr
= 13 Apr
- 20 May
- 2l May
= 27 May
- 29 May
= L Jun
= 7 Jun
= 1Jul

= 15 Oct

= 18 Oct

FROM 1 JANUARY THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968

NGFS in Northern I Corps area of South Vietnam
Enroute Yokosuka

Inport Yokosuka

Enroute Rendezvous Task Group 70.6

Steaming in Korea Strait with Task Group 70.6
Enroute Sasebo

Inport Sasebo

Steaming with Task Group 71.2 off Korsa

Inport Subic Bay

Steaming in Gulf of Tonkin with Task Group 77.5

Enroute II and IV Corps Area of South Vietnam
II and IV Corps Area of South Vietnam

Enroute Yokosula

Berthed Yokosuka preparing for overhaul
Drydocked Yokosuka .

Enroute Pearl Harbor

Inport Pearl

Apollo Recovery Training
Inport Pearl

Local Operations

- Inport Pearl

Local Operations _

Tonder Availability USS ISIE ROYAIE (AD-29)
Change of Command :
Regular Overhaul Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
First Sea Trials

Inport Pearl
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18 Oct
19 Oct
19 Oct
20 Oct:
23 Oct
24 Oct
11 Nov
20 Dse
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CHRONCLOGICAL HISTORY OF USS OYBANNON (DDJ;BO)

20 Qoi
23 Oat
2l Oob
11 Nov
20 Dec

Y 1
o

FROM 1. JANUARY THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968

Poet Overhaul Ammunition Onload

Electronic Equipment Calibration

Inport Pearl Harbor

Terder Availability USS BRYCE CANYON (AD-36)
Iocal Operations

Inport Pearl Harbor

Refresher Training

Inport Pearl Harbor
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UAHRATIVE COMMAND HISTORY OF USS O7BANNON (DD-L5S0)
FROM 1 JANUARY THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968

The OYBANNON, provicirg gunfire support in ths Northern I Corps Arves
of South Vietram, began 1568 as she had ended 1967, After providing eall
and hayressment fire, she proceeded on 7 January to Yokosukay Japan, In
Yeolcosuka from 7-13 Januery, the crew disposed of regular upkesp duties
Shat were postponed dus to gunnery commitments, Upkeep completed, the
OFBANNON left Cokosuke on 2l Januvary in order to rendezvous with Task
Greup 70,6 on friday, 26 Jaonary. 'ndil 1 February, the ship performed
plane guard avd escort functions with the USS ENTERPRISE (CVAN-A5) and her
aontingeut of destroyers during the period of international tension Zole
lowing the seisuve of the USS PUEBID. Having experienced excessive salinity
in boilier feed water, the O'BANNON was forced to return to Sasebo, Japan,
wheve che lay dockside rectifying her enginsering difficulties until 7
Pabruary.

She rejoined the ENTERPRISE and Task Group 71.2 for duty off Kores from
3 Febrvary = 18 February. OYBANNON then retwrmed to Subie Bay, P.I. for
Liberty and upkesp. Then she joined Task Uroup 77.5 for escort duty in the
Gulf of Tonkin fyrom 20 Februsry « 9 March.

Having baca detachsd from Task Growp 77-.5 on 9 March, the OBANNON
wvendezvous witl. the USS FRICHETT (DD-561) on 10 March for material turn
over ard briefing prior tc the assumption of naval gunfire support duties
in the IT and IV Corps ar:a of South Vietnam, Un$ll 20 Margh the OYBANNON
wag eagaged in ¢all and harvassment firing. The major portion of this time
was spent at varlous sochorages of Phu Quot Island. On 20 March, the
O'BARNCN ended her depleoymsnba

It was con idered acdvisable, however, to stop in Yokosuka, Japan for
huil repairs bolurs returning to Pearl Harbor, Axriving in Yokosuka on 2%
Maroh, the crew prapared for drydoeking on 27 March, Hull repairs com-
pleted, O'BANNON departed for homsport on 6 April, With one fueling stop
ab Midway on 1L April, O*EANNON and hey crsw arrived in Pearl Harbor on
%3 April. She remained pierside wntil 20 May for a period of lsave and
postedeploymen’ 1pikeap,

She procueled from port en 20 May for Apollo Recovery Training until
2y May when sho returved to port for the weskend, Monday morning 27 May
Zound OYBANNON standing out of the channel for a three day training cruise
ineluding gunnery fiving, casualty and general drills, Returning to port
wx 27 May, she remained tiedeup for upkeep untll ) Juns, The atesea
pericd lasting until 6 June provided time for extensive ASW training,
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JARRATIVE COMMAND HISTCRY OF USS O'BANNON (DD-450)
FROM L JANUARY THROUGH 31 DECEMBER 1968

Retwmning “rom this lsst operational period prior %o regular cverhaul,
‘the O'BANNON berth alongside the tender USS ISLE ROYALE (AD=29) to pre-
pare for the yard overhavl commencing 1 July. On 26 June, the ship's
26th fmivarssrcy of commdssioning, Commander Johm P, IREDALE, USN, re-
Ligved Captain Johm W. WELLS, USN, as Commanding Officer in a ceremony
held aboard ship,

On 1 July che O'EANNON was mowved dead plant from the tender tc Pearl
Harbor Newal Shipyard for her first overhsul in over four years. Shae re-
mained there vatll 15 Octobar, being brought into a state of operational
readiness befiiting her record.

Cn 18 Oct.c--nr, the regular overhaul ended and the ship got underway for
HAD Weet Loch “or posteovsrhaul ammmnition on-loed, After berthing over-
night the shiy departed tc spend the day calibrating elsctronics equipment.
Approaching be th B«27 the O'BANNON was sel into the USS SAMPIE (DE-1048)
hy a strong gvat of wind, SAMPLE susitained slight damge to her bow-
msunted sonar, The tip of O'BANNON's starboard screw was dented, Re-
placenent: of the starbosrd screw required the assistance of the USS BRYCE
GANYON (£D-36) unbil 23 October. Repairs completed; the OBANNCN got under=
72y for indepsident opsrations, retuming to port om 2l Octcber. The ship
rorained inport until L Nevember preparing for Refresher Training.

Ihe week rreceding the start of refresher training wag used for pre-
paraticon. On . November the ship completed calibration of antennas,
Hovewber 6-7 ware daye at sea spent in ASW and general cuarters drills,
hringing persoinael into a high state of readiness for refresher training.

Fleet Training Group Cbservers embarked on 11 November and Refrasher
Trainirg began. The only major difficulty experienced during the training
neriod was with the MK 37 gunfire control system. Even though the sysien
functicned well in surface and shore bombardment, tracking was erratic
against air targets. The difficuliy was covered under guarantee clausecs
in shipyard jo» orders. The problem was corrected, but not in time to com=
plete antie-air warfars exercises scheduled,

Rafresher Training ended on 20 December with an overall grads of 81.7
(Good). From vthis time until the yearis end, O'BANNON stayed inport for o
izave 2nd upkecp pericdy corrscting discrepancies from Refresher Training
and prepering for administrative, pre-deployment and ordnance inspections
pending during the first month of the new year.
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S7ELTAL TOPICS = MATERIAL PERFORMANCE

Enplieoring. [oe enginoering plant continved to lLiprove in 1968, The
enly nnjor e3¢ 12allies were corrected simultaneouslyr in Sasebog Japan
from 27 Febin xry. Mumbelr 2 mair. condensexr was leaking cauvsing excessive
e dnly in W 3 bollare neceessitating frequent blowdowns. Number 1
ghip's sorviie gerera®o: had stesm leakage avound $he noseles csusing it
to My avay 311 txdp owie Wlth sssistance of the Ship's Repalr Fecllity,
Seyebe , thsas sroblems uere eliminatsd. In March the O'BANNON rade a 135
knvt sid a 25 mef economy run. This was the first time the ship had
ppagen. ite st aomy runs in L years. Returning to Pearl Hexbor the ship
zerda o fvll pe s2r ron for the first tinse in cver 9 years, after a 7 monib
denloinent,

Assprigie 341l L met heving profited from a regular overhaul, Weapona
Jepar- Gent i srial completed the deployment with no casualties resulting
Le deeieesad 1-adinese. After the yard period, in which all firs contiwol
zeay .8 overt mlsd, the MK 37 Gun Fire Control {yvstem did not perform wmp
o its standaris. Pserl. Harboy Shipyard and ships force smbarked on an
Lnterpive goix :etive rainlenance program. This e’fort resulted in the
agcapisblia per Toryance of the system, but tals cam: about after tke cone
aletion of BEof sshar Ireining and the beneflts weire not reallzed during
bike teining jsericd. Uhe ship, howswar, gualified for shore bombardment
and pwface aor azaneat duties during this periode

Opereliliors, [ mlag the finzl months of deployaent the Operatioms
Nepariiert aut ored from considersble downbime of various pieces of
squiprent, 1. 13 attwdbutedble to the extondad period from the lasth
ovarhsrl. Th: enasgsney drydock in Yolwsukn pressnted limited oosporbundty
2or techrical, saistance, After the regular overheul iz Pearl Harbor, ths
makerl:1 reliable wma improved greatly and the year was :'omla‘bai withovt
a eesguzliy dot “maital to the ship's readiness.
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