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INTRODUCTION: This report has been divided into four arsas of organization.

The. first of these, Chronology of Highlights, attemnts to provide a2 brief glance

at the significant cvents of the year, Events discussed in this section are treated
in greater detail in Part III of the renort: Shin's Operaticns. Part II, Command
Organization and Relations, briefly describes the Adninistrative and Cneratinnal
conmand relationshins under which llonnouth County works. Paxt IV, Spocial Tonics,
includes Logistics, Supnly, and Enginecring datis and brings together those
statistics that are most likely to be of usec,

I. CHRCNOLOGY OF HIGHLIGHTS

10=20 February During thsse ten days, Monmouth County visited Kao Hsiung,
Republic of China. A principal sup-ly point for vonstruction
materials baing used in the Var Zone, Kao Hsiung clso afford-
ed the crew oonortunity for libcrtv and rest,

2 larch On this day, command of the shin changed hands as Lt. HeDe
SEXTON Jr., officially relieved Lt. CcVe CLARK, Jv,, as
comnanding officer. The brief cercmony ton': n’ace at Can

Tho, RVN.

- 2124 llarch Enroute from Chu Lai; RVN o Naha, Olinava the shin called
at Hong Kong, B.C.Cc for a brief visit and eome excellent
1iborty.

19 Anzil =

22 lay For five veeks, lonmouth County waderent a shi~yard avail-
ability nericd at Sasebo, Japan.

22 June For five days, <the ship vas out of vater at the Vietnarese
Navy Shioyaxd drydocl in $aigon for emergency rapairs to
her bottom plating.

9-13 August The chip was in Bangkok, ‘Thailand for a rest and recuncration
visiv.

28 August Azrived in Anxa, Guam for & sixeweck oveshaul ne eriod, +hich

lasted much longer du2 to unforseen delays. [Iiuch major work
vas acccemplished but it should be noted that ceveral mrjor
jobs could not be accomnlished due to lack of funds.

11-14 Novamber Typhoon-cvasion sortic out of Aprz, Cuuim in company with
USS Park County (LST 1077) and USS San Joaquin County (LST 1122) .
as typhoon Gilda threaten:zd to pass over Guam. Vhile vest of
Guem on l4th the main dec: crawler crane brokc loose fzom its
securing chains and damagzd 1ifclines, the accomodation ladder
and deck nlating.
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19 November Tvio viocks of refresher training wore conducted with Fleet Training
Group, Vestern Pacific. During the first week training was cond-
ucted while undaxway in company with USS Park County (LST 1077) ,
enroute frem Cuam to Yokosuka, Japan., With the training group
was the D 25 unit; a radio~contxrolled aircraft-drone support unit.
- The second week .of "training, in Yokosuka, consisted of flect traine
ing schools and a final battie problem,

5 Docembor Enroute from Yokochama, Japan to Naha, Okinawa a main deck carco
of heavy chlorine gas cylindexs broke loose and cix of the 3600
1lb., cylinders were loct over the side, Re~distribution of ths
remaining bottles was reguired to secure the load.

20 Dececmber Roturnod after four months to the War Zons. First port of calls:
Vung Taugy RVN

II, COMSAND ORGANIZATION AND REIATIONSs USS Nonmouth County anc the four other
ships of lLanding Ship Squadron Tviop, are undoz the oporational control of the
Military Sea Transportation Service., Administrativa commznder ic Commander,
Service Force, U.S. Paciflc Fleet.

Uonmouth County and her sister ships are parmenently deployed to Scuthzast Asia
in support of Victnam operations. Although her hom2port is Norfclk, Vizginila,
* in view of current operationsy; Saigon can be so considered.

At the end of 1967, the officex' complement of tho2 ship was nine arnd thz enlisted
complemant was 94.

III. SHIP'S OPERATIONS DURING 1967

. JANUARY
v ! s
As the new yesr begang Monmouth County wag at ssa enroute frem Sasebog Japail,
to Iwakuni; Japan. After bzaching ther@{for two days and taking on general
cargo, she took departurz on 4 February for Kuo Hsiung, Taiwan, zrrivirg in thati
port on 9 January, Departing with a load of cewent on 11 January, the ship
stesmed south to Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnzm (hercafter raforrec to as RVN)
arriving there on the 20th.

Departing Chu Lai on 21 January, ths ship steamad down the coast of Vietnan o
Danang, an overnight trip., On the 22nd, offloaiing was completed and a courss
set for Kao Hsiung, Arziving theru on the 27th; the ship was loaded onte morv
ard the next day got underway for Maa Trang, LVW

:
{

FEBRUARY

Arriving from Keo Hsiung cit mhe 2nd of February, the shlip was undervay again on
the 4th to return to Formosd. A long et“¢ﬁ part of which was for rost and
recupcration, followed from;10-to.20 February at Xao Hsiung. Loaded onte more,
lfonmaouth County steamed- south to Vung Taug RVN, arriving there on the 25th.
This trip completed a series of cement hauls, and the ship was not again to
visit Kzo Hsiung during the year.



FRERIAET (GO )

0n the 26th, the ship stood out of Vung Tau and into the Mekong River:. bound
for Can Tho. This is a twoe-day txip.that takes the ship upriver on the Mslong
to Cho {0l and from there, via a connecting watexrway, into the Bassac River and
then downriver to Can Thoo A secure anchorage is made on the Mckong near the
town of Vinh Long,; about halfiay along the route. Night stcaming on the river
1s considercd unvdse since a curfew is in effect for river traffic and piloting
is difficult in hours of darkness. Arriving on tho 27th at Can Tho, the ship
beached after anchoring overnight and offloaded cargo. The remalnder of the
month was spent on the beach at Can Tho.

FNARCH

On March 2, Lt. Colie CLAKK was officially rolieved as commanding officer by

Lt. HoPo SEXTON, Jrop in a brief ecarly moxning ceremony, while the ship was at.

Can Tho. The ship rcmained 2t Con Tho until the following day, when she got underway
for Vung Tau. Passing by Vung Tau at thc mouth of the lekong River, the ship

stood out to sea enrcute to Subic Bay; Republic of the Philippincs,

Passage to Subic Bay toolk five days. Axriving thexe on the ninth the ship was
uidezway agaln on the 14th after having replenished fuel and amturdtion supplies,
This time the port of call was Chu Loi, After two days, the 17th and 18th, in
Chu lai; iionmouth County wis hcaded ncrth once more for Okinawa. A xest and
recuporation visit to Hong Kong had boen schcduled enrocute and the ship was there
from the 2lst until the 24th. Then; on the 28thg she arrived in Maha, Okinawa.,
Another cargo was loaded and on the lact day of the month the ship want to sea
again - destination: Qui lhon:

APRIL

Arriving in Qui Naon on the 5th and departing on the 9th, the ship made Danang
the following day. Then, on the 1lth; began @ long and somovinat exrducus voyags
noxrth to Sascbo, Japan. Heavy seas were encountered in the Sea of Japan and for
two days the ship ma2de good very little distance. Finally, on the 19th, lonmouth
County steamed into Sasebo shipyoxd for & yardeazvallability periof. At this time,
Commander, Landing Ship Squadron Two, maintained his staff and offices in Sasebo
and the Commodoxe visited the ship on a number of occasions during the five weecks
the ship was in port.

LAY
Tovard the latter part of the month, most of the anticipated xepair work had
been accomplished and on 27 ilay the ship was undexway again for lkha., Arrlving
theroe on the 24th, cargo was loaded for Viet lam and the ship was at sca on the
25th, bound for Qui Khon.

JUNE

Nonnouth County was on the beach at Qui lhea on 1 June, having arrived and anchored
in the bay the previous afterncen. On the Sth, she steamed south to Cam Ranh Bay,
arriving there early the followlng morning. On the 7th, the ship went to anchor
in the bay. That aftexnoon, a largec hole was discovered in a seavater ballast
tank, A~415V/, Later in the day, the chip got underway for Vung Teuy still further
to the south. Anchoring at Vung Tau early the noxt evening, llomacuth County was
underwvay the following morning, the ninth; for Saigon. On the 13th, the ship
returned to Vung Tau from Salgon. Early the next morning, the l4th; she beagan

the two~day river trip to Can Tho, arriving there the following afternoon.
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JUKE (CONT*D)

Six days later the ship was bound for Saigon for-needed repairs to ballast tank
A=415+11, On the 22nd, the ship anchoraed &t itha Be, to await drydock space at the
Vietnamese Navy Shipyard in Saigon. On the 26th, arrangements viore completed, space
was available and the ship was drydocked. The necessary repairs were accomplished and
on the 30th the ship returned to anchorage at dha Be to await picr space at the

New Port in Saigon.

JULY

By 5 July, the ship was able to move upriver to a berth at the LST piers New Port,
Saigon. A car:o was loaded and on the 9th the ship left for Can Tho, arriving there

on the 1llth. Due to a lack of forklift txucks and skilled opeorators, the offloading
process took some timo and the ship did not get underway for Vung Tau until the 20th.
On the 14th, while beached at Can Tho, the ship suffered minor damage when a brage
drifted into the stern. The anchor was dislodged ard had to be placed again on tha
river bottom, and the anchor housing was torn awsy from the stern. Undervay on. the
20th the ship made Vung Tau the next day and was again undervay for Can Tho on the 25th.
After a briefer stay at Can Tho, from the 26th until the 30th, she was undorvay for
Vung Tau. On the 3lst the ship anchored in the barkor at Vung Tau.

AUGUST

On the 1lst, ilonmouth County bcached at the LST bcach and offlcaded tho backhaul cargo
she had carried from Can Tho. Therc follovcd a period of several days during which
the next port of call was expected to bs Saigon., The intended cargo vias shipped by
othexr means and Monmouth County stocd out of Vung Tau on the 6th; headed for the Gulf
of Slam and Bangkok. There was to bo a cargo for the return trip to Vietnam, Arriving
in Bangkck on the 9th, it was found that theve was no cargo. A secondary purpose of
the visit had been to provide a rest and recuperatlon pericd for the crew of the ship,
and so the -ship stayed in Bangkok and on the 13th, the ship was undervizy for Guam for
an extended upkeen pericd. Enroute, the ship stopped-in Subic Bzy, Republic cof the
Philippines, on the 19th to take on caxgo for Cuzm. On the 21st, Subic was left behind
and the ship steamed on eastward through San Bernardino Straits, arriving in Apra,

Guam on the 28th of the month,

28 AUGUST to 19 NOVELEER

During most of the upkeep period at the Ship Repair Facility in Guam, the ship was not
operational. The beginning of the pericd vwas used for preparation for the overhaul work;
the 6ffloading of fuel and amnmunition, confercnces with the shipyard officials on work ,
priorities, and cost cstimates. From the 16tn of Septembexr until the 23th, Monmouth County
was on keel blocks in fleating drydock AFD!~8 to havce the bottecm inspected and repreoscrve
ed. On the 3xd of November; wvhen all major work had been completed, the ship went to sea '
for a day=~long series of sea trials, to test systems that had bacn installed or repaired

and otherwlse exercise machinery that had been idle for scme tinoc.

Then, on the llth; after fuel and ammunition had been loaded aboaxrd ard the ship was

in the final administrative stages of the pericd, the ship sortied for evasion of
Typhoon Gilda, which threatened to pass over the island, The sortie was made in company
with two other LSTs, both of Landing Ship Squadron Three; USS Park County (IST 1077)

and USS San Joaquin County (IST 1122). Cumanding the Task Elemsnt was COMLARSHIPRON
THREE, exbazrked in Park County.



28 AUGUST to 19 NOVEMBER {CONTD)

For many of the ships® officers this was a first opportunity for formation
shiphandling practice, although not an ideal one due to moderately heavy seas.
Tho ships stcamed north toward Saipan, but a change in Gilda®s courses to the
northwost made it necessary to turn back towand Guam on the 12th. Uthile the
formation was steaming some miles west of Guam in the early morning of the
13th; the ship®s crawler crane broke away from its securing chainc and began
to slide across the main deck with each roll of the ship. The ship kxoke
formation for several hours to steor 2 dovm sea courss while the crane was
secured to the port deck edge, where Lt had come to rest. Damage to the ship
included broken lifelines; stanchions, vents and a crackced and battered sceticn
of main deck. in addition to a twisted accomcdation ladder. The craneg however,
was not damaged. Regaining the formation later in the murning the ship steamed
on for two more days, rounding Guam to the south and cast, rsturning to Apxs
Harbor on the afterncon of the 1l4th. During the’'next several days cmnrgency
renairs were undertaken with yazd assistance,.

19 NOVEMBER to 30 NCVEIBER

On the 19th, thu ship stocd out of Apra Harbor, bound for Yokosuka, Japan and
steaming in company with USS Paxk County. Aboard both ships were members of
the Vestern Pacific Fleet Tralning Group, assisted by the KD 25 aircraft drone
unit aboaxd the Paxk Countyo During the vieskelong passage to Yokosuka, the
CTews and organizations of both ships ware inspected and exercised forx buttls
readiness, -Casualty control excrcisos and gunnary exercises against both
surface and alr targets wers conductede Combat InformztZon Ceonter Drills and
cempunications drills werc also a part of the training as was a lighteline
transfor batween the ships.

DECE!BER

On 1l December the ship got undervay for the morning with Training Group evaluae
tors on board; to corduct a finsl baitle problem. Conceniretion vas on damzge
control, Refreshar training had proven ¢ worthwile esxperience and bsth the
“Training Group and the ship congsluded that it should have kzon loigez than
commitments allowed.

After taking on fuel and provisions; the ship sicamed north on Decmber 4th

<o Yokchama to teke on a cargo for Nsha, Ckinawa. The cargo, consisting of
bottled gas in considerable quantitiesy autcmobiles and ganeral cirgo was
loaded by the na2xt day and Uommouth County stoed cut of Tokyo Bay bourd for
Nzha. The m2in deck carcoy vhich consisted chiefly of about fifty 35600-1b.
bottles of chlerine gasy ‘scemad to présent no problem at the outscte Although
the load had been stacked with the ¢ylinders xunning transversely; considcrable
wooden shoring and wiro lashing had been provided. The second day cut of
Yokohama a slight shifting of the lcad vwes detected and additional sheoring was
placed against the load as wexe wedges betwecn the bottlese On the night of
the 7th, ncar midnight, tho staxrboard «side shoring gave out under the shifting.
load and six bottles and several feet of lifelline were carzried ovirboasd.

Some fifteen hours later the stacks of xemaining bottles had been broken down,
restowed, and griped securcly in place. On the 10thy; the ship arrived in Naha,
offloaded her cargo and during two days loaded a cargo of ammunition trailex»s for
Danang. On the 13th, llonmouth County deoparted Ckinawa aid steamed south toward
Vietnam. : ‘
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RN DECE:BER (COWT*D)

Enroute, the destination of the cargo was changed to Cat Lai, an inctallation
near Saigon, much to the south of Danang. A course change was effected and
the ship anchored at Vung Tau on the 20th., Tho cargo of amaunition was off-
lcaded on the LST xamp at Vung Tau for overland transit to Cat Lai. A new
cargo was loaded and the ship departed Vung Tau for Can Tho on Christmas Day,
arriving thzre the following afternoon. There was no backload and the stay
at Can Tho was comparatively short. Undexrway on the 30th, theo ship anchored
at Vung Tau early on Hew Year®s Eve.

IV. SPECIAL TOPICS

1. Operational Statistics

CARGO CARRIED 400,000 cubic feet
DISTANCE TRAVELLED 23,000 nautical miles (approx.)
TILE UrpER‘::AY 3138 hours '

| FUEL EXPENDED
VHILE UNDERVAY 307,561 gallsns deisel oil
AISSUNITION EXPENDED 1,092 rounds; 4011 anti-aircraft

(To this could ba added several thousand
rounds of various small arms ammunitions

expended both for training and anti-mins

protection. )

2. Supnly and Logistics During times vhen the ship was in the Var Zone
for extonded perleds, re-supply and provislioning was acccmplished
by inport replenishmont frem visiting stores ships at Vung Tau.

Amnunition was replenished frox lavy sources at such places as Subic Bay,

Saseboy, and Guam.

Submitted ://Zéé% (. Approx‘%gé‘%/

HoCo BROME, ENS, USHR HoPo *;EXM I.T, USH



