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A. ,u: C01mnanq Organization 

1. Captain S. R. ~OLFY, JR., USN, /1310; 
CoIT111and:tne from 1 ,Tamrnry 1973 to 7 September 1973. 

2. Captain R. J. SCHULTE, USN, /1310 ; 
Commandine from 7 SeDtember 1973 through 31 December 1973. 

3, The USS MIDWAY (CVA 41) was homeported at Naval A:tr 
~tation Alarne~a, Caljfornia from 1 January 1973 until 30 
June 1973 at which time the homeport was officially changed to 
Fleet Activities Yokosuka, Japan from 30 June 1973 throug h 31 
December 1973. The co:rn.mand consists of the USS MIDWAY (CVA 41). 
Attack Carrier Air Win~ Rive was embarked hut will not be 
addressed in this history report as it submits a separate 
command historv. The mission and function 56 the ship have not 
chan~ed during 1973. 

B . (S) S~~ary of Onerations 

January 1, 1973 found USS MIDWAY enroute from Sin8:apore to 
Subic Bay R.P .• The ship arrived in Subic Bay on 2 January and 
departed on 3 January enroute to Yankee Station .fo:r its eighth 
line period of a cruise which began on 10 April 1972. On the 
5th of Janua.ry VADfJf COOPER, Commander J\ttack Carrier Striking 
Poree Seventh Fleet visited USS MIDhTAY. From 4 January through 
23 ,January USS Jl'TIDW!\.Y ,,ms at Yankee Station and conducted combat 
sorties against communist forces j_n North V:!.etnam, South Vietnam 
and Cambodia. On 6 cTa.nuary LT JOHN C. LINDAHL, VA-56 was lost 
at sea. On 10 January LT MICHAEL T. MCCORMICK and LTJG H03ERT 
A. CLARK , VA-115 where declared missing in act:i.on. 'I'otal bomb 
damag e assessment during line period 4-23 January included the 
f ollo·winr:: 

116 Secondary Explosions 
37 Sustained Fires 
7 Water Rorne Lo~1st1cs Crafts Destroyed and 1 Damaged 
1 P:ter Darna~ed 
2 Railroads Cut 
9 1i.oac1 Cuts 
5 Bridges Destroyed 
1 Bridge Anproach Cratered 

7 Trucks Destroyed anr'l 12 Dama.i::red D .. ECLASS._lflED 
2 Tr.tnks Dar.i&.r:ed 
2 Biver ~ords Cut 
1 Hanv.ar Destroyed 
3 ·Bamboo R.ocket Launchers Destroyed 
44 Buildin~s Destroyed and 16 Damaved 
112 Bunkers Destroyed and 4 Damaged 
g Trenchlines Cut 
~6 Foxholes Destroyed 
1 Supply Area Destroyed 



-USS f.!IDWAY departed Yankee Station enroute Cubi Point on 24 
January and arrived on 25 January. On 2 February the ship 
again departed Cubi Point enroute Yankee Station. On 3 February 
ADR3 WILLIAMS. STRINGHAM, VAW-115 was lost at sea. On 4 
February USS MIDWAY commenced its ninth a.nd final 1:1.ne period 
which lasted through 9 February. Since the peace agreement 
applying: to Vietnam had been sir;ned, the only targets authorized 
for strikes were in Laos. Bomb damage assessment for this line 
period included the following: 

23 Secondary Explosions 
16 Sustained Fires 
5 Trucks Destroyed and 9 Damaged 
1 Bulldozer Destroyed and 1 Dama~ed 
2 Roads Cut 
16 Bunkers Destroyed 
4 Gun Positions Destroyed and 2 Silenced 
1 Bu:!.lding Damaged 
1 Tank Destroyed and 1 Damaged 
1 Stack of Supplies Destroyed 

On the 9th of February USS MIDWAY departed Yankee Station for 
the ninth and final time during the cruise after 205 days on 
Yankee Station. ~he ship arrived at Cubi Point on 10 February 
and departed on 15 February enroute to Alameda. On 26 February 
USS MIDWAY anchored at Pearl Harbor to off-load ammo a.nd take 
on fuel. Commander Western Sea Frontier visited the ship prior 
to its departure later on 26 February. The ship arrived at 
Alameda, California on 3 March, completing a cruise of one week 
short of eleven months (10 April 1972 - 3 March 1973). 

USS MIDWAY remained in cold iron at Alameda until 30 March 
when she moved across San Francisco Bay to Hunter's Point Naval 
Sh:!.pyard. During the yard period, Chief of Staff Naval Air Force 
Pacific Fleet visited on 20 April. On 1 June Material Officer Na 
Naval Air Force Padific Fleet and Commander Carrier Division 
One visited the ship. USS MIDWAY held a "fast cruise" on 15-
16 June and departe~ Hunters Point on 18 June to begin sea 
trials, returnin~ to Hunter's Point on 19 June. On 25 June 
MIDWAY departed Hunterss Point to perform independent steaming 
exercises off Northern California, returning to Hunter's Point 
on 29 June. On 30 June MIDWAY became the first CVA homeported 
overseas when her homeport was officiallv chan~ed to Yokosuka, 
Japan. MIDWAY aga:tn departed Hunter's P~lnt on 5. July, arriving 
at NAS North Island, San Die~o on 6 July. On 9 July the ship 
departed SA.n Die~o 11nd commenced refresher training off the 
coast of Southern California. After completing refresher train­
ing USS MIDWAY returned to San Diego on 20 July. The ship 
departed San Diego on 23 July to commence carrier qualifications. 
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At t..~1e completion, MIDWAY arrived at NAS Alameda on l August 
for a three day stay. At 0830 1 4 August MIDWAY got underway for 
a 11 Family Day Cruise", returning to NAS Alameda at 1730 the same 
day. On 6 August MIDWAY again put to sea for its weapons 
training exercise whi ch was successfully completed prior to 
the ship returning to Alameda. on 15 August. On 16 August 
Captain R. J. SCHULTE, prospective Commanding Officer USS 
MIDWAY, reported on board. USS MIDWAY departed Alameda on 
20 August for its operational readiness exercise. Commander 
Carrier Group One, RADM DAVIS, ORE Chief Observer was aboard 
MIDWAY on 21, 24 and 25 August. On 27 August the ship returned 
to Alameda and cormnenced preparations for overseas movement. 
Commander Carr1er Group Three visited MIDWAY on 29 August and 
4 September. On 7 September the Master Chief Petty Officer of 
the Navy and Corn..mander Naval Air Force Pacific Fleet arrived 
for the USR MID TAY change of command. The MCPON presented the 
Presidential Unit Citation to USS MIDWAY for combat operations 
in Southeast Asia from 30 April 1972 through 9 February 1973. 
Following the presentation, Captain R. J. SCHULTE relieved Captain 
S. R. FOLEY, JR., as Commanding Officer USS MIDWAY. 

On 11 September USS MIDWAY departed Alameda enroute to its 
ne~ homeport of Yokosuka, Japan. The ship entered Pearl Harbor 
on 17 September where the Deputy Commander in Chief and Chief of 
Staff Pacific Fleet visited MIDWAY. On 18 September the ship 
departed Pearl Harbor to perform Mid-Pacific Air Operations, 
returning to Ford Island on 24 September and moving to Pearl 
Harbor on 25 September. On 26 Seotember the ship departed fearl 
Harbor enr@5t8 to ,Japan. USS MIDWIY was overflown on 4 October 
by two TU-95 Soviet reconnaissance aircraft while conducting an 
air wing fly off. The Soviet aircraft were intercepted by MIDWAY 
fighters at approximately ninety miles and escorted over the ship. 
USS MIDWAY arrived at its new homeport of Yokosuka, Japan on 5 
October, and was visited by Commander Naval Forces Japan. Commander 
Task Foree Seven Seven, RADM MCCLENDON, and his staff embarked 
prior to MIDWAY entering port. USS MIDWAY departed Yokosuka on 17 
October and performed air operations in the vicinity of Okinawa. 
On 2m October Commander reaskiijnr6eo8~v8ev@evand Staff embarked. 
On 21 October Commander Task Force Seven Seven and his Staff 
disembarked v1a helo. During air opera.tions on 21 October, 6 
members of Carrier Air Wing Five were killed in multiple aircraft 
accidents. Memor:1.al services were held aboard on 25 October. 
Fatalities were LTJG EVERETTE. GOODROW, USNR, VA-56, 1ST LT JOT 
EVE, USMC, and 1ST LT DAVID L. MOODY, USMC, VCMJ-1, DET 101 ; LT 
GEORGE A. WILDRIDGE, USN, LT.JG WILLIAM J. BATES, USNR and ADJl 
RICHARD H. HALL, USN, HC-i, DET 2. Commander Carrier Group Seven 
and his Staff departed MIDWAY on 26 October. At the completion 
of air operations near Okinawa, USS MIDWAY returned to Yokosuka, 
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-Jnpan on 29 October. n:' h.e Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet and 
Cornmander Seventh Fleet visi tec1 MIDvlAY on 9 November, RADM 
CHARLES P. RAUCH.$ Asslstant Chief of Naval Personnel for Human 
'1oals on 16 November, and :1ADM I.'::',FINA, Japanese Mari time Self 
Defens e Force a.ccompanied by , RADM IL B. R00E~S, Commander 
Naval Forces Japan on 24 November. On 26 November, Commander 
CRrr:ter ffroup Three embarked and US.S MIDWAY de!,arted Yokosuka 
enroute to .Subic Bay and South China Sea operations. On 30 
lJove,nber OOiVISE'iTE} THPLT po.id. a brie!f! visit to MIDWAY by helo 
from the U,SS OKLAHO:\'IA CITY. On 1 December a. burlal at sea 
ceremony was held for LT MIBCHARD L. PIERSON, USN) VA-56, who 
was kllled on a routine trainin~ fli;r,ht on 12 November while 
the shi D 1,ras 5.nport Yokosu.ka. After training operations near 
the Philiooines, USS MIDWAY performed at Yankee Station in the 
Gulf of TonJ.dn 4 December through 8 December. The sh:ip entered 
Cubi Point, Philippines on 10 December. USS MIDWAY departed 
Cub1 Polnt on 12 December and arr:lved a.t YoLosuka on 22 December 
where the shin remained throu~h 31 December 1973. While in 
trans it, CDB C. W. BOE, USN relieved CDR F. L. BOTTENBERG , USN 
a.s Exe cu ti v,~ Off teer on 15 December. 

C. (,s) ,SPe£ial ':f'opics 

1. Operations Department 

A nev,r /\.N/WPN-5 ~Tavig ational Receiver with data link 
capab:tlit:les for Sin's computer whtch provides Loran 11 C11 was 
installed. P.n AN/S'i1J\T-12 Omega navagational phase locked low 
frequency receiver replaced the AN/SRN-14. AN/SMQ-6V, a weather 
satellite receiver and tracker were installed. A recorder (R0-
402) i•ms added with infra red and A~'f (Automatic Picture Trans­
mission) capabilities. The unit tracks three satellites; the 
ESSA-8> WEP.AX and NOAA 11. A.N/'!TLR-11 a new instantaneous 
frequency measuring two-band receiver exten~s the ship's frequency 
covera~e to 18 8RZ and chances of intercept were increased to 
apnroximately 100% within its frequency ranze. LN-66 a short 
range (36 mile) navigational radar was added. Thj.s provides 
for more efficient and reliable coastal and harbbr navig at,ion. 
Also added was a auality monitorin~ set (AN/SS0-65) which -­
furnishes facility controllers (R~'s) with .a means of analyzing 
multi-channel broadcast, teletype and audio distortion. This 
system effectivelv ar,rnlifies trouble-shooting and signal 
monitorin~ capabilities. AN-UPR-2(XN-l(V), a radio receivinf 
set which supplies communicators with present 1onospher1c 
propa7ation conditions between our ship and designated shore 
based transmitting install~tions was installed. It heightens 
the shin's abil~ty to nroperly select frequencies for most 
successful transmission in the 2-32 MHZ Ran~e. AN/SPN-44 
donpler radar renlaced the AN/SP~-12. This unit ro~ides . 

• 
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-speed indication of landing aircraft whieh aids the landing 
signal officers (LSO). 

2. Engineerinr.: Department 

MIDWAY's btiler fuel system was converted from residual 
to distillate fuel in June 1973, The bilg e pumping system was 
also modified so that contaminated waste water can be discharged 
into a holding t ank inport instead of into the water. The s hip 
installed twin agent fire fi ghting systems in all firerooms and 
commenced :installation in the remainder of the ma:in engineering 
spaces and installed Survival §upport Devices (SSD) in all 
berthinf', and main engi neering spaces. Conversion of the aqueous 
fi1m forming foam (AFii'F) system to improved third-generation 
equipment was completed and 2MC general announcing systems were 
installed throu~hout enginaering spaces. Electronic fuel oil 
tank leve1 indicating systems were :installed in all tanks that 
overflow d:Lrectly overboard. Installation of flourescent light ­
ing: 1n a.11 ma:tn engineering spaces was commenced. ~HDHAY steam­
in~ staticstics for 1973 were as follows: 

Fuel 011 Consurned - 20 Million Gallons 

Feed and Fresh Water Made - 33 ~illion Gallons 

Distance Traveled - 33,750 Shaft Miles 

Liquid Oxy~en ~ade - 41,360 Gallons 

8ir Dmjafifi~antment 

Number of Catapult/Pree Deck Launches: 

,JAN - Mi\R 
APR - ,TUN 
JUL - SEP 
OCT - DEC 

'l'OTAL 

N~rnber of Arrested Lan1in~s : 

.JAN - Tv'!A.R 
APR -· .JUN 
JUL - SEP 
OCT - DEC 

TOTAL 

5 

1,867 
0 

2,349 
1,864 
b,08"0 - .. • 

OE.CLASSIFIED 
2,25G 

0 
2,401 
1.883 
6:543 



- JP-5 Issued in Gallons: 

.JAN - 3,219,639 JUL - 471.,393 
FEB - 1,334.,017 AUG - 1,771,519 
MAR - 145,203 SEP - 1.,024,54a2 
.APR - 0 OCT - 1,195,145 
MAY - 0 NOV - 305,435 
JUN - 2,382 DEC - 91~889~588 

TOTAL -11,358,863 

4. Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Department (:uMD) 

During 1973, 15,592 aircraft components were processed 
for repair, 11,709 were returned to supply for issue (RFl) and 
3863 were rejected as beyond capability of maintenance (BMC). 
The ship's assi~ned C-lA logged 683.6 f l ight hours and 453 landings 
of which 73 were arrested carrier landt\ngs. Pro.ject "Charger 
Blue" required AN/APR-25 and AN/APR-27 support to be replaced 
with avionic support equipment for new AN/ALR-45 and AN/ALR-50 
in all CVW-5 aircraft, less SH- 3G. Pro,j ect "Bee±Line 11 required 
the F~4B Aero lA Avionics Test Benches to be removed and replaced 
with F-l!N Avion:lcs Test Benches. VT.A.S/SEAMS (Visual Target 
Aqu1sit1on System/Sidewinder Expanded Acquis:tt:lon Mode) Benches 
were also added for F-4N support. EKA-3B a:trcraft avionics and 
pecular support equipment were replaced with EA-6A support equip­
ment :lnclud:lng AN/APR- 25, AN/ASN-66, AN/APl-103, CP-847A and MF-1 
Compass Support. AIMD assumed full support of Attack Carrier 
Airwing Five by addine; a complete inventory of 11 L11 coded ground 
support equipment previously supplied by the squadron/detachment 
parent AIMD ashore. Updated !nd:lvidual Material Headiness 11st 
(IMRL) received reported the value of AIMD assigned IMRL Ground 
Support Equ1'1ffient (GSE) as $19,385,372. 

5. Communications Department 

Message Traffic Volume: 

Month 

JAN 
FEB 
rlIAR 
APR 
MAY 
JUN 

... nrL 
AUG 
SEP 
OCT 
NOV 
DEC 

Incoming_ Total 

21,545 5,669 27~214 
12,010 3,173 17,183 

4,500 (EST) 1,050 (EST) 5,550 (EST) 
TOTALS MAR THRU JUN EsrrIMATED 4,500 IN, 
1,050 OUT. COMM GUARD IIF.LD BY NAS ALAlVIEDA 
MID HPNSY DURING STAND-DOWN AND RAV. 
5,942 1,932 7,874 
8,215 2,671 10,886 
6~946 2,310 9;256 

13,190 3,589 1~,179 
9,693 1,999 llj692 

16,844 4,221 21· 06 
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- Traffic totals increased sharply in';Octo-be:t' ·right , after .. , .: , 
inchop SEVENTHFLT and again during December line period. New 
equ:tpment installed during 1973: AN/WSC-5 Tactical Satellite 
Comm System, improves communications reliability; AN/UPR-2 
(XN-l(V) Ionospheric Sounder, enables more scientific selection 
of hi~h frequencies (see Operations Dept entry); AN/SSQ-85 
quality control console which enables f acilities control operator 
to monitor qua l ity circuits. 

6. Weapons Department 

The Following Ordnance wae Expended During 1973: 

Name 

7162 Small Arms Ammo 
38 Cal:1..ber Ball Ammo 
20mm Live Cartridges 
20mm. Target practice 
CBU Cluster Bombs 
MK82 500 LB Bombs 
MK83 1000 LB Bombs 
Decoy Flares 
S1~nal Illumination ~lares 
MK45 Parachute Flares 
D.ST Mi:ne Kit 
Sparrow III Missile 
Sh:lttke Milile 
Sidewinder Missi!e 
Walleye Guided Bomb 
MK76 Practice Bomb 
22 Caliber Small Arms Bullet 
45 Ball (Small Arms) 
7162mm Ball (Small Arms) 
5"/54 High Capacity Projectile 
5"/54 Target Projectiles 
Marine Marker, MK58 
White Smoke Grenade 
Yellow Smoke Grenade 
Red Sm~ke Grenade 
Distress Signals 
MK106 Practice Bomb 
MK82 Inert 500 LB Bomb 
MK84 Inert 2000 LB Bomb 
MK45 Para.flare 
MK83 Inert 1000 LB Bomb 
MK83 Live Bombs 

7 

Quantity 

4,500 
14,650 
11,160 

6~170 
226 

7,484 
185 
323 

3 39 
200 
108 

6 
3 
5 
4 

3,392 
30,000 
20 ,400 

780 
12 
12 
34 

8 
13 
12 
24 
70 

140 
6 

130 
11 
28 
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- 7. Deck Department 

MIDWAY accomplished 16 receiving unreps and 7 deliveries 
during 1973: 

MIDWAY Rec 

AOE - 5 
AF-2 
AOR-5 
AE-1 
A0-2 
TA0-1 

TOTAL 16 

8. Navigation Department 

MIDWAY Del 

DE-3 
DD-3 
DDG-1 

TOTAL - 7 

Equipment Changes: During the Hunter's Point Yard 
period (MAR - APR 73) the Pathfinder Radar on the Bridge was 
replaced with the Mew LN-66 Radar and a new Omega (AN/SRN-12) 
was installed. Prior to departing Conus a loran C Set was 
received from the Ticonderoga (CV.A-14) and was installed in 
December 1973. (See Operations Dept entry also). 

9. Supply Department 

On the 28th o.f November 1973, S-6 (Aviation Stores) 
and S-1 (General Stores) Shipping and Receiving were combined into 
a single operation. On 21 December, the new Walk-in Storf1'opened 
for business. In September, the policy of placing all la:undered 
Khaki Shirts on clothes hangers was inaugurated. The Hobby Shop 
was opened in August, and the Clothing and Small Stores -was 
expanded to include foul weather jackets (cold weather type). 
Also the Sales Division was given a monopoly on coke sales with 
the proceeds going to the Welfare and Recreation Fund. The 
Enlisted JUMPS Leave Conversion was put into effect during November. 
The Wardroom was renovated and improved .• AAfalse overhead, 
False bulkheads, bulletin.:( board/part1.t1on combination, and a new 
speaker system were adeed. The Wardroom Lounge underwent changed' 
in which cha~rs and couches were upholstered, overhead replaced 
and a brass bar that separates the gait1e area was installed. The 
concept of a mess treasurer/mess caterer was instituted with a 
Supply Officer as mess treasurer and a line officer as mess 
caterer. Prior to this change a Supply Officer held both duties. 
On 9 September S-7 Division replaced its complement of IBM 
Keypunches (7) with UNIVAC Keypunches (U-1710~ U-1701). S-2 
Division made extensive plans toward renovation of Forward and 
After Gallies. -
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- lJ. Medical Department 

Outpatient Visits 
Inpatient Visits 
Laboratory Tests 
Pulmonary Function Studies 
Audiograms 
ECG'.S 
Pharmacy Units 
X-Ray Film Exposures 
Refractions 
Spectacles Ordered 
Total Physical Examinations 
Surgical Procedures 
Total V.D. Cases 

11. Dental Department 

20,992 
1,230 

13,114 
7,630 
7,630 

230 
19,435 

6,377 
689 

1,169 
1,744 

75 
796 

During 1973, a total of 7,475 patients were treated. 
A total of 22,741 Dental procddures were completed on these 
patients which included restorative treatment, surgery and 
preventive denistry. 

12. Executive Department 

There were no major changes in the structure or 
equipage of the Executive Department in 1973. Between 15 April 
and the end of refresher training on 26 July the ship had 584 
personnel gains and 489 losses, for a turnover percentage of 
23.4% (based on a population of 2290) from 27 July w~til 15 
December there were 851 galns and 992 losses, for a turnover 
percentag;e of 42 .1%. Educational programs aboard MIDWAY v1ere 
greatly expanded during 1973. Approximately 480 GED (General 
Educational Development) Tests were given. CLEP (College Level 
Examination Program) Tests, used by c1v11ian institutions to 
grant college credits to entering students were also widely 
administered. Approximately 300 CLEP Tests were glven during 
1973. A High School Diploma Program, j,re-discharge Education 
Program (PREP) had 60 students enrolled during 1973. 190 students 
successfully completed college courses given aboard MIDWAY through 
the Program Afloat College Education (PACE) Program. 
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PART II 

.. .. 

By virtue of i:he- authority vested in me as President of the United States and as 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awar ded 

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM TO 

USS MIDWAY (CVA-41) 
a.rid 

ATTACK CARRIER AIR WING FIVE (CVW-5) 

For extraordinary heroism and outstanding performance of duty 
in action against enemy forces in Southeast Asia from 30 April 1972 to 
9 February 1973. During this crucial period of the Vietnam conflict, USS 
MIDWAY and embarked Attack Carrier Air Wing FIVE carried out dev­
astating aerial \attacks against enemy installations, transportation, and 
lines of communications in the face of extremely heavy opposition includ ­
ing multi-calibre antiaircraft artillery fire and surface-to-air missile s . 
Displaying superb airmanship and unwavering courage, MIDWAY /CVW-:- 5 
pilots played a significant role in lifting the prolonged sieges at An Loe , 
Kon tum, and Qua11g Tri and in carrying out the concentrated aerial strikes 
against the enemy's industrial heartland which eventually resulted in a 
cease-fire. By their excellent teamwork, dedication, and sustained supe -
r ior perforrnance, the officers and men of MIDWAY and Attack Carrier 
Air Wing FIVE reflected great credit upon themselves and upheld the . 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. 




