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1.

' COMMAND HISTORY USS LECNARD F. MASON (DD 852)

1 JANUARY 1966 - 31 DECEMBER 1966

Chronology of Events:

1/1  Moored port side to USS MACKENZIE (DD 836) at pier #6, U. S.

~Naval Station, Yokecsuka, Japan,

.” l/h Underway to Yokosuka explosive anchorage-on loaded ammo to

"~ allowance~-underwsy commencing Sea Trlals and refresher tralnlng in |

Sagamie Wan.

1/5 Returned to Yokosuka.

© '1/10 Underway for Da-Nang Republic of Vietnam-Conducted gunnery
- drills enroute.

1/15 At anchor Da-Nang Harbor-Commenced Naval gunfire support

" missions.

~1/17 Unreped from USS SACRAMENTO (AOCEl) fuel and ammunitions

"+ 1/26  Unreped ammunition from USS PARICUTIN (AE-18)

1/28 Fired NGOFS.

'1/29  Fired NGFS.
1/30 Fired NGES-~Investigated small fishing craft.

1/31 Fired NGFS-Unreped fuel from USS ASHTABULA (AO0-51)
2/1 Unreped ammuniticn from UsS FIREDRAKE (AE lh) and fuel from .

USS SACRAMENTO (AOE-1).

2/2 Fired NGFS.

- 2/3 Fired NGFS~Unreped ammunition from USS FIREDRAKE (AE~1h)

- 2/l Fired NGFS.

- 2/6 Fired NGFS-Unreped fuel from USS CALIENTE (AO 53).__.

2/9 Fired NGFS.
2/10 Fired NGFS-Vertreped from USS MARS (AFS 1).

2/11  Fired NGFS~Investigated small fishing boat in restricted waters

.  2/12 Fired NGFS-Unreped ammunition from USS PARICUTIN (AE—lS) and

" fuel from USS GUADALUFE (AOn?2).

2/13 Fired NGFS.
2/1ly Fired NGFS.

- 2/15 Pired NGFS.

. 2/16 Fired NGFS-Unreped ammunition from USS HALEAKALA (AE-25).
. '2/17 Unreped food from USS ZELIMA (AF~L9).

- 2/18 Unreped fuel from USS GUADALUPE (A0-32)-Fired NGFS,.

. 2/21  Unreped fuel from USS KENNEBEC (AOm36)-Fired NGFS.

- 2/2ly Fired NGFS-Unreped fuel from US3 SACRAMENTO (AOE-1).

" 2/25  Fired NGFS.

'%_%/26 Fired NGFS-Unreped fuel and ammunition from USS SACRAMENTO
 {AOE~1). SR B R

2/27  Fired NGFS.

-2/28 Fired NGFS.

- 3/1 Vertreped from USS MARS (AFSnl) and unreped fuel from USS
" CHIPOLA {A0~63)«Fired NGFS. :
©3/3 Fired NGFS-Unreped ammo from USS HALEEKALA (AE-25).

3/4L Unreped fuel from USS CHIPOLA {A0-63)-Relieved on NGFS station-

enroute for Yokosuka, Japan
3/9 Arrived homeport Yokosuka, Japan,



. °3/1k  Departed Yokosuka for Cemini 8 recovery mission
. 3/17 1223 Gemini 8 capsule in the water-MASON proceeding to recovery,
cohat 32 KiS-Astronauts Armstrong and DCOtE and Capsule received aboard

- A71k2hLL position Lat 262210 Long, 135 CobEVE,

©.3/18  Arrived Ngha, Ckinawa-astronauts dO“arted ship~capsule offloaded
3/20  Arrived Homeport Yokosuka, Yapan.

3/27 Underway for ASW exercises in Sagamie Wan,

 f'3/3O Arrived Yokosuka, Japan.
- 14/15  Underway for Hong Kong B.C.C.

L/19  srrived Hong Kong B.0.C.-Assumed staticn ship dutles.
L/20  Governor Evans of the State of Washington visited the ship.

5/9 Relieved of station ship cuties-departed Hong Kong for NGFS mise
- off the Republic of Vietnam. : L
. 5/11  Unreped from USS MARS (4FS-1).
5/13- Unreped fuel from USS KAWISHIWI (A0-1L6).
5/1Li  Fired NGFS.
5/15  Provided 1,000 gallons 01 fresh water 1o the ﬁeDLDllC of Vletnan
(L35L~22%). - :
5/16  Fired NGFS
“5/17 Fired NGFS-Received aboard one woundesd Vietnamese soldier from ¢
: %atrol)craft and transferred him to Qul Nhon-Unreped fuel from USc CANL
GAG-Q . IR
5/18  Fired NGFS-Unreped fuel from Us3 KAWISHIWI (A0-1L6).
5/19  Unreped ammo from USS LAAAHA (AE 9) and food from Ubb bVLLAI“iX
(4F-62). T | -
5/20  Fired NGFS,
5/21  Fired HGFS,
. '5/22  Unreped fuel from USS CACAPON (A0-52).

'§/23  Unreped anmmo from USs MASAMA (AE-9)-Fired NGFS.

©5/2l, Fired HGFS.

- 5/25  Unreped fuel from UbS ShCRAM“N‘O (40E-1)~Fired NGFS,.
5/26 Fired NGFS. o O R

5/27 Fired NGFS,
5/28  Unreped fuel from USS QAFRAMENTO ({ -l)-Departed nepubllc of V:
“enrcute Kaohsiung, Taiwan. N
5/31  Arrived Kaohsiung.

L 6/2 Underway from Kachsiung enroute to Yokosuka, Japan.
6/5 Arrived Yokosuka,
6/17  Departed Yokosuka enroute to Long Beach Calif. MASUN'S new homs
- 6/22 Refueled at Midway Island.

6/25-6/27 Stopover in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii~R4aDi PERSCI 5, CQMhAWSMAFﬁti
CTF 130 visited the ship. S

7/2 Arrived Long Beach Harbor, Long Beach, Calif.

E/1 Underway for Seattle, Washington, '

8/L Arrived Seattle as & part of TU 10.L to participate in the ueaf
festivities-Kitchen FTG3 was crowned King of ocafalr. :

8/9 Departed Seattle enroute Long Beach,. '

- B/11  Arrived Long Beach.
0 8/22-8/26  Underway for ASW exercises in Socal Op areas.
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'2;_ Command Organization.

© ©" " a., Commanding Officer: CDR Alan M. HAZEN was born 18 June 1926 at
ff-Mbnroe, louisiana, He attended C. E. Byrd High School, Shreveport, Lou-
- " isiana and Tulane University. CDR HAZEN was commissioned an Ensign on
- 20 October 1945 and has remained on continuous active duty. Prior to

* “assuming command of the USS LEONARD F. MASON (DD 852) on 19 August 1965,

" CDR HAZEN was attached to the Defense Language Institute, Washington,

... D.C. CDR HAZEN is married to the former Miss Ruby Alice Forrest of

} Gwynn's Island, Virginia., They have four children and are presently
‘residing in Long Beach, Callfornla. CDR HAZEN has earned the following
serv1ce medals. . C o AR

:5r;Amer1can Campaign . Navy Occupation

o 7 ‘World War II : - National Defense
.. China Service Armed Forces Expeditionary
. Joint Service Commendatlon Navy Commendation with Combat V
* - Viet~Nam Service ~ ¢+ . ‘United Nations Service

Asiatic~Pacific -+ ‘Korean Service . ..
‘While serving in the following ships: - Q :“ e

USS 1CFF-399
. USS ALCOR (AD 34)
- USS MATHEWS (AKA 96)
' USS CHILTON (APA 38)
USS SPOKANE (CLAa 120}
USS MISSISSIPPI (EAG 128)
- USS RUSSELL COUNTY (LST 1090)
. USS TWINING (DD 540)
‘USS BOSTON (CAG 1)
USS LEONARD F. MASON (DD 852)

b, Commanding Officers and dates of command:

“Commander D. A. MERRIL June 1946 to June 1947
Commander G. S. BULLEN June 1947 to December 1949
.~ Commander J. B. FERRITER December 1949 to October 1951
© Commander W. J. CASPARI October 1951 to December 1953
. Commander D. C., DEANE December 1953 to August 1954

Commander J. H. RAYBURN August 1954 to May 1956

- - Commander J. S. WEILER May 1956 to January 1958
‘Commander lester E. G. SETSER January 1958 to February 1959
.Commander Thomas HAZAPIS * February 1959 to November 1960
Commander B. W. SETSER ' November 19560 to October 1961
Commander T. L. BALIS October 1961 to October 1961

~ Commander Louis J. COLLISTER  .October 1961 to July 1963__ 3- :

' i.T :£hglosure_(1) L



- Lieutenent George E, LUDWIG  July 1963 to December 1963
S ' (In commission in reserve)
1 Commander Ralph B, GRAHAM Decemcer 1963 to August 1965
‘Commaner Alan M. HAZEN - August 1965 to Present

" .¢. Homeport: UeS. Naval Station, Long Beach, California.
~de Mission: To operate offensively with strike forces, with hunter/
killer groups, in support of ampiibious assuall operations, and screen

support forces and convoys againsti submarine, air and surface tnreats.

" e. Composition of Command: DD 710 (FRAM MK1) Class Destroyer,
Complement: Officers, 18; Enlisted, 270. '

:'    Enlesure (1)



3, Operctions and Activities.

; a2, Text. USS LECKARD F, MALSCN (DD 652), commanded by CDRE A. M. HAZER
5%, of Shreveport, Louisisna was named in honor ofaPrivate First Classof
the United States Harine Corps who gallantly gave his life while insaction
on the island of Guam during World war 11, and was awarded the Uongrsssional
Medsl of Honor for his bravery. Built by the Bethlehem Steel Company at
Quincy Massachusetls, her keel was laid 6 August 19LS and she was launched
on 15 December 19@5. She was commissioned at thie Boston Maval ohipyard

on 28 June 1946, o Lo L T '

'Quring the year 1966 MASCI acted out another chapter in her illustrious
career., MASON began the year homeported in fokosuka, Japan as a unit of
the U,3, SEVERTH ELEET Un the 20th of June MASON changed oparational
control to the U,8. FIRST FLEET changing her homeport to Long Beach, Califc:
and concluding a two year tour of duty in the Western Facific. 1966 saw
MASON provide more than 5,000 rounds of five inch ammunition in naval
gunfire support, make the GHMINI 8 recovery, and visit the ports of Hong Ko:
B.C.C.; Kaohsiung, Taiwan; Midway Island; Pearl Harbor, dawali; beattle,
Washington; Alcapulco, Mexico as well as Yokosuka and Long Beach. '

New Year's Day 1966 found MASON in her homeport concluding an interim
availiability at Yokosuka's Ship Repair Facility. Sea triasls were held on
the Lth with satisfactory results and thus attest to the gquality of the worl
done by Ship Repair dblllty and Shlp g force in the short time alotted
for the availiability. B R T A TR

Almost immediately MASON was wnderway, departing Yokosuka on the 10th
enroute to the Republic of Vietnam. Anchoring in Da-Neng Harbor on 15
Janvary MASCN assumed Harbor Defense Unit Da-MNang and commenced & period

of naval gunfire support which lasted through L March. fThe five inch main
battery was in use daily, firing as many as Y missions and 371 rounds in oru
day. It was neccessary 1o operate much of the time at Condition Il
considering the long hours spent &t General Quarters. This, coupled with
the almost daily neccessity te replenish underwsy provided a stiff test

for the crew and ship; both responded in an exemplary fashion, During this
period MASON was a part of operations, "Masher™ from 26 Janpary to 5
February and "Doubls Eagle" from 5 February to 16 February.l Haval punfire
support was provided in the IZ Corps area from 17 February to U March.
3,603 rounds of 5 inch ammuniticn were expended on missions ranging from
herrassment to theannihilation of a Viet Cong Battalion and mortar position
During this period MASCN was unqerﬁay continuously for 59 daVs establusnlhg
record for destroyers of the U.0. SEVENTH FLEST, - : o

On L March MASCN was relieved on NGFS ststion and departed enroute fokosuka
arriving there on 9 March, MASON was a gain underway on 1l March enrocute
to the GEMINI 8 recovery area. This was to become the most spectacular eves
during MASON's two year tour in WESTPAC, Her recovery of the GEMINI &
capsule and Astronauts fajor David Scott, U.S. Alr Force and ex-Naval Offic

£ £Enclosure_(l)



‘Neil Armsirong will long be remembered by the crew. OGEMINI 8, which wes i
first capsule Lo make an emergency landing and the first to come down in
Western Pacific walers, was picked up shortly after landing by MASOY with
‘help of Pararescue men from 33rd A4RS5, Naha, Okinawa, Fhe ship,on station
in the secondary planned landing area,haa been a unit oi recovery force in
.two previous GEMINI space shots. - :

'When MASON received the message that the capsule would make an emergency
‘landing in an area known as 7/3, a landing arsa designator for the seventh
forb t, she was overl80 miles away., A situation calling for top speed,
CMASON commenced preparations for putting 2 more boilers on the line. ‘“This
was the first time in many months that the ship had made a power run.
“During her lasi sea trial she had steamed flank speed for an hour., On
March 17, 1966 MASON ran faster and harder than she had ever run before.
Hormally, it takes between 2 and 3 hours to fire up a cold boiler and "“put
it on the line" (engage it inio the propulsion system's One hour and thiri
o minutes after the call came out, the HALON slowed from 27 to 22 knots +
allow the two extrz boilers to be put into service. *t was a record for it
engine room. The temperature in the enginerocom began climbing from its
normal 95 to 115 degrees as the ship accelerated up to over 32 knois.

About 100 mile:z away, and boobing in three foot waves, the prime subjects,
Astronzuts Armstrong and Scott were fighting seasickness. "It's a great
cavsule™, Captain Wally Schirra said later, "bul a lousy boaz". For the ti
being they were safe -~ overhead an Air Force C*aL was, flylng, and 1aramed1

were already maklng thelr own splasndowns.__

Until the MASON was 100 miles away, Uhere was still some doubt as o
whether or nct she would be picking up the capsule., Then, the final word
was received, and Commander UIAZEN, Commanding Ufficer, informed the crew.

After crulsing at speeds near 7 miles a second, the 32 knot speed of

the MASCN must nave seemed slow to the Astronsuts, but the grey break in th
horizon became a ship, and the ship became z destroyser and the destroyer
soon became a grey wall towering over them. At 3:2L P.M. the HASON made i
‘rendezvous with the GMMILI 8 capsule and Astronauts Heil Armstrong and
David Scott, C : D B

MBoy are we glad to see you' shouted one astronaut as, the Shlp mansuverea
into position to take them aboard. . - . :

Four minutes later, David Scott and Neil Armstrong, both wearing sunglasses
werelifted aboard the destroyer, The capsule followed in another seven
minutes and the three MASON swimmers, recovered the elusive R & R package.

Once aboard the Astronauts were glven a medlcaltzxamlnaLlon and Lhen
went to sleep. . T T T :

Steaming back to Okinawa, the Astronauts toured the ship., (Neither had
been aboard a destroyer before). They were presented numerous socuvenirs

" Enclosure (1)



_and also gave many in the form of autographs,

A routine adminisirative message was dispatched to Personnel Accounting
_““cnlne Installation, It read "EMBARKED TWO ASTRORAUTS FROM OUTER SPACEY.

The next day, the ship berthed ai Okinawa where Astronaut Walter Schirra
met the GEMINI 8 Astronauts as soon as thegng plank was lowered. The
‘astronauts thanked the ship's crew, and left for Houston by plane.

‘MASCON received a2 warm welcome as she arrived in Yokosuka on 20 March endin
-the recovery mission in fact, although not in memory.” This marked the

- beginning of a welcome inport period. Except for three days of ASW exercis
including submarine services rare in WESTPAC, this period lasted to 15
cApril. At this time MASON was again unaerway enroute Hong Kong, assumlpg
}statlon ship duties for a 20 day visite. :

-MABON'S visit to Hong Kong was concurrent with that of the idonorable Danie
Evans, Governor of the s tate of Washington. Governor Evans served as
Navigator and Operations Ufficer on the USS LEON.RD F. MaSON (DD 852)
during the Korean War. e rEV151tea hls old snlp and laner was klnd eﬂougl
to entertain the wardroom. : - - S

MASON had a memorable stay in Hong Kong and performed her duties as SOPA
ADMIN in fine fashion,3 On 9 May MASON was underway enroute to the Republ:
of Vietnam. Arriving on 11 May MASON commenced 2 weeks of naval gunfire
support in the II Corps area,  This period wrapped up 13 months of naval
gunfire support activity for MASON, Commencing July 1965 MASON was among
the first Destroyers fo fire her guns in anger on foreign soil since Korea.
Since that time MASON has fired over 08,000 rounds of five inch ammunition
plus hundreds of rounds of 50 caliber and small arms ammunition on a total
of 80 missions during which 450 targets were daken under fire in support o:
UsSe Marines, UeSe Army, Ausiralian Units, South Vietnamese Army, Junk
Force Units and Support Activities Danang, Vietnam, ' R

MASON's fire accounted for 166 Viet Cong confirmed killed in action and 330
estimated additional Viet Cong killed in action, and desiroyed three enemy
“mortars, three 50-caliber AA guns, three 30-caliber AA guns, 1 recoiless

rifle, 245 Viet Cong structures, 3 reinforced Viet Cong bunkers, nany trenc
and prepared positions, 15-20 Viet Cong sampans and small boats, and L2 Vie
Cong pack animals, 267 Viet Cong structures were also damaged, 75 Viet Co
structures were leftlmuﬂung and h secondary explosions were caused by MASU
fire, - : EE T T S

.In the past eleven months of operations the totzl numkber of rounds fired
by MASON in combat ls four times as many as fired by her in combat in the
previous 20 years of commissioned service, MASON's motto "We aim to Pleas:
has proven amproprlate as will be attested,by Ehe many U b. dn4 otner frlel
-forces for whom she prov1ded flre. SR : R
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‘Departing Vietnam on 28 May MASON returned to Yokosuka via Kaohsiung,

. Taiwan, This was the ship's last period in Yokosuka. On 17 Jdune MaSON
‘and other ships of DESRON THREE broke homeward bound pennants and got unde:
.enroute to the squadren's new homeport, Long Beach, California. In crossiy
MASON refueled at Midway Island on 22 June and spent 25 - 27 June at Pearl
“Harbor, Hawaii. While at Pearl Harbor RADM Persons, COMHAWSEAFRON, visite
‘the salp. As GIF 130 he had had operatlonal control of MAQON for the :
_GWMINI 8 recovery mission. : '

On 2 July MASOW arrived in Long Ssach and was welcomed home by a brass banc
friends, and relatives. This was the first time home in better than 2
years for many of the ship's company. 4 well deserved perlod of leave,
fresn and relaxat.on ¢ ommenced upon arrival.

]MASON spent the month of July inpori getting underway on 1 August bound fo
Seattle, Washington and the Seafair festivities. MASON took an especially
active part'in this celebration. Fire Controlman Kitchen was crowned King
Seafair. The ship was open for guided tours and the honor guard was parade
for the citizens of Seattle. If Seafair can be considered represenistive :
can be said that Seattle is a "Navy Town" in the best sense of the express:
411 hands were impressed by the warm hospitality of the Seatile populace.

Returning to Long Beach on 11 August the ship commenced two months of
weekly underway periocds in which MASON acted as submarine target vessel
and ASW school ship. 4lso included were a period as plane cuard for the o
USS YORKTOWN (CVS-1C) and several gunnery exercises. . . . - . -

[ASON spent the Thanksgiving holidays in Aleapulee, Mexico along with othes
ships of Destroyer Division 31, The men of DESDIV 31 were entertsined at
a party given by Bob Hope. Actress Merle Uberon and her two children were
guests for a meal in the MASON wardroom. MASON Officers returned her visii
by atiending one of her parties, Gina Lolsbrigida was guest of honor.
Returning to Long Beach on 30 November the Chrisitmas and New Year holiday
seascn was spent inport. For many of the ship's company this was the firsi
Christmas spent in the United States since 1963 and a fitting end for an
-exciting chapter in MASON's history.

bo_ Footnotes
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- Commander Task Group 7646 Messege 0313527 01 APRIL_1966_._;:;;l
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Neil A, Armstrong, David R. Scott letter of 26 April 1966 . -
~Secretary of the Navy message 2922177 31 MARCH 1966 :

¥ Cbmmander in Chief U.S, Pacific Fleet message 1801L9Z 18 MARCH
Commander UaSe Seventh rleet essage 1707?6A 18 MARCH 1966
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