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USS KEARSAllGE ( CVS-33) 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

COMMAND HISTORY OF USS KEARSABOE: 1969 

1969 was a year ot destiny tor USS KEARSAmE ( cvs ... 33) o When sbe de ... 

parted Long Beach and San Diego on 29 March for her twelfth WESTPAC deplo7-

ment9 no one fc«>esaw at the time that little more than five months later 

KEARSARGE ·would r eturn hOJM prematurely with orders to begin decanmisaioning o 

Deactivat ion i~ presently a !Ched1!ll~d for completion in Janua1"7 1970, and then 

KEARSAR'JE will joilm tllie il1iacti'V@ nserve f leeto However~ she does not bav 

O\llt .fr>om th(! a.~tiw N&VT without ill l ong9 proud histor., o Annex A to this 

docmi1,mt i~ 1.1 @lhxonological int.v.!"rative of the carriero s history, as well as 

that. @f loo~ tw~ predee8ssc:ra9 .fran camnissioning to the present o 

The new yeaw ®n"ived with KEARSAROE in port Long Beaeho During the 

first qua~l" @f calendar 1969 » KEARSABOE sandwiched antisubmarine wart are 

(ASW) uer~iae~ and carrie r> qualifications (carquals) around in port per= 

iods at tong IM~ho All of these FIRST Fleet operations were conducted 

along the Sou~.t>mm. C,al.i!omim and Baja California coastso 

Th~ rs~©~ rot ~per ation~ during January and Febra.ar;y consisted ot car= 

quali, t ort' KEARSAROE aviators and pil ots of HELICOPTER SQUADRON (HS) SII
9 

Am AN1'ISUBMARINE SQUADRONS (VS) 21 and 29 and AIRBORNE EARLY WARNilll SQUAD= 

RON (VAW ) lll.9 Detachment 3.3 j and evaluation of ASW t actics in a sen.era of 

UPI'IDE U(!l!'©ime~ oft th~ Soutmrn California coast.o The combined efforta:i 

of DESTROYER SQUADRON (DF.sRON) 23 am CARRIER Am'ISUBMARINR AD GROUP 

(C'fSG ) 53 1n iJvpl®menting the tactics proposed were 97stematicall.7 an~ed 

in t he KEARSARGE Antisubmarine Classif'icatic,o Center (ASCAC) o Complete r9.,. 

conatru~tion and thorough evaluation of .each exercise was conductedo Thia 
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evaluation was discontinued in March as preparation for the WE5'TPAC deploy= 

ment became the primar., job at band o 

The prer!lence of KE.ARSAME in the first of the 1969 ASW exercises ( Oper­

ation "BELL CURVEW) resulted in the pranpt rescue of a downed A..J.i pilot in 

the Pacif'i© !'S~M 30 miles southeast of San Diegoo The pilot, :I:f Ronald Co 

BOCH9 attached t@ ATTACK SQUADRON ( VA ) 112 at NAS Los Alamitos.I) ~alif o, bail= 

ed out over the water when his engine blew upo An SH=3A "Sea King" from 

BS=69 had jm1t campl~ted fueling and o!'f=loading passengers on the t:BS DALE 

(DlG=l9 ) whan the emergemy call crackled over the radioo Ia 10 miautess 

the helic@pter9 pil(lted by- LT David Lo CALHOUN.l> arrive6 at the rescue site 

and plu@bd LT BOCH firom hi.a life r aft o 

Bot ZiO tonunaw wre fiTe officers attached to VAW-1111 who were killed 

when their (;lJ:>i\!t plwed intco a fog=ahrouded peak on Santa Catalina Island 

f ollowing M early=moming laun©h trom KKARS.AOOE 18 l"ebru81')' o The five were 

Ill' Bill;r Wo RAT 9 I1r Melvin Do BREWER9 I:l'JO Edward Ao TARALOOEN9 LTJG Francis 

Eo HORAHAN9 i&lild rn'JG tan:, Wo G!RRISONo They were crewmen of a,n n=B oor racer• 

en rout@ to lUS W©l't!li! :ir~lam9 Sa:a Diegoo Later that same dq 9 KEARSARlE &e= 

cmpl1ssh@d her 1209 oooth arresttid landingo t:r Bo Ho SHEFFIELD ot CARRIER 

AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING TRAINING SQUADRON 1109 homebaeed ,at San Diego-.P made 
... . ,. 

Iii porl9 me~le.P OARS.AIDE had observed some conspicuous occasion~ 

during January md !'ebruaryo Ola 17 January CA.PT Leonard Mo NE.ARMAN relieved 

CAPT Cre1ghtc:n Wo COOi ae Commanding Otficero The change of eamnand cere= 

monies were conducted aboard ship at the Long Beach Raval Shipyardo Oa 12 

ED 
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February a contingent or .fif't.7 El Paso, Texas9 1fav;y League members toured 

KEARSAROE and visited vith several ere-en, from that city e During the en-z 

suing weekend KEARSABOE opemed her gangways to the public for general visit= 

illgo Ahost 59 SOO turned out over the twO=da7 periodo 

KEARSAROE atened from co:rros 29 March, departing from Long Beach ill 

the :noffl.mg iilnd Sa l'llieg@ l ate th~ evening f ollov.1.ng the f:11'-on of CVSl=S3 
" 

ai.Nraft dlulrlng the transit to San Diego and the onload ot air group per"' 

sormel ~t HAS North I slmldo 

KEARSARGE arrived at Peul HarQor 4 April9 t!N!n got underway three da;ys 

later f@'E' Operl.lltional Readiness Evaluation (ORE), which was conducted "l'Qlk 

April in tm Havaiian areao Thi" evaluation was unique in that J~anese 

patrol ld.Nr<lfi (SPc21 ) psri.iiedpated in the A.SW operationao KEARSJJGE re= 

turned b1rird1t,' to Pewrl Harb@rll then departed for Yokosukao An otherw:iae 

U!&9Tentf~l t~.nnsit t© l'@koeulca vas made mean11llgful due to the conaidersble 

Cftl~s trlBim.ng of ECM and radu technicimu, conducted between KEARS.AIOE and 

the den:il."oyen ©f DESRCIJ 230 The ~ teclmiei&ns within the air group were 

given ili.rt~Xli5iva t1rdtting by !SC.AC personnel tbrougho~_ the transit., 

Follow.uig heir l11.1over in Yokonka~ KEARS.AR.GE steamed for Yukee St.ti.en 

and the f:irn of t~ Un@ ~riodao Upon arrival on station 4 Mq9 KEAR"" 

SAIDE uaued heR" primary mi&iaion9 that of Sur.f'acei Subaurfaceg SV'ftill~• 

Coordinaticm (SSSC) ot tM areao In addit,-iong she was the fiagahip tor the 

ASW group ot the SE'fENTH Fleet (designated Task Group 77o9)o Additionallrg 

IEARSARGE Kted u Yankee Station mail carrier and host carrier tor the 

Yankee Station logi~i@/SAR helo detachment (HC=7)o 
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It wa~ in the performance o! these latter duties that KEARSARlE waa to 

deliver 19468 pieces of mail, a 32994S pound pa7load9 to ships on stati?no 

Bey'ond that9 log~ti@ hel@ runs and carrier ca board delivery (COD) handled 

a total of over 2 9 000 peremmel am over 97 tom ot mail and cargo during 

the 42 da;yo @n Tak~<! Stati@m h 19690 A further breakdown of persomiel 

ad oa:rrg@ md ail tr1UUJ.fen-ed by ail" can be round in the 1969 Cruise Re ... 

pmot9 vh1.ch is included in this repol"t ~ .Almex Co 

Whil® DARSARGE h~ld t~ SSSC reins 9 the volume of shipphg ia and 

out ot Wid.phoq was reduced from. what it had been p:rertoualy 9 and radar 

wrveUlll.mle of the OuU' of Tonkin was adj1!1Sted t o meet the slower tempo 

ct operatiOIMlo All' rc:cver~e by S=2E 0 lJ9 El=Bos and Sl1°)J.Os was augmented 

by VP ~raf't in thf! !!outhem portion ot the areao Close liaison with 

these patr@l force~ was initiated to maint ain cmplete coverage or the nro 

race traff~ iia the Guilt o 

Th@ ASW l'eadin~ss of DESRON 2) and CVSG=53 while on station was sus= 

tained. tbrqh aere:ises 1n the ASW tTaining uea and an extensive training 

progra of ASW' @H}t1ipment @perat ors by AS:,!C per sonnelo ID additions, several 

transit @Xen~e~ nre conated as carrien entering or lea'ri.ng station 

were oppoi9~d by' U o So ~·1ilbmarine19 usigned to Yankee Station f crces o 

Tlhr~~ ~igniti©m ~W"i!nta ©®<C1UH'ed in MayS> dv1-J t he first l ine per!"' 

@'al9 All of them rltbm s two ... da:, apuo Moat importantl7si the Hav 811= 

nouaced 9 Mll7 IEARSARlE had been awarded the Armed Forces Expeditiona17 

Medal ( lore&) to'lr her role in Operation 111 FORMATICfi STARia in February=March 

1968 o KEARSARGB vu an integral unit ot the task torce order,d to the · Sea 
(l" 
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or Japan following seizure of the USS PUEBLO by North JCoreio That same dq 

CDR Ri~hard Ao MILLER aasumed command of CVSG=53o He relieved CDR Willian 

F o GRIMMo The next day-9 CDR To Ao STA.NIE! of VS-29 recorded the carrierw a 

1239000th arrasted landingo., .. -

Durrilig both h~r NMaining Yukee Station line periods 9 KEARSARGE reached 

.f'urthelt" mlo~tlllil®~ in he? flight operation!!o On 24 June, LCDR Paul Do PICHE 

of TS=29 was at t.he atick f or KEARSAR:iE 0 s 709 000t h consecut ive aate eatapult 

l aunda (re@ardrs ha~ b@~oo kept onq aB t ar back as 1962)0 And, on 5 Auguat, 

LTJG Jo Lo JUNi'Z ct HS.::6 touched hi~ helo dmm safely to log the flattopo a 

2090C>oth heli@opte~ :irecoveryo 

At th~ conclusion of her first l i ne perl.odi KEARS.ARGE proceeded t.o 

Sabi~ Bq.,, Ro P Of) lml"i't'ing t here 17 Mayo Three days l at.er KEARSAROE mOYed 

ma to Mam.la Bq frtH the wOirkup phase ot the massive SEATO marit ime exe~ 

@iH 911 SEA $PlRl'fll! ~@hedul<§d to begill 26 M.qo Waval sur.tace and air unita 

from the U o S o D lli!l!ted KingdM 9 Australia .ll Nev Zealand9 Thail and 9 and Re­

publ:ilti of PM.lippmes a~tsembl11d. i n Manila Bq fo-g, the exercise e 

S\i11b~qi11e11t t to ~n:hlg icereaoniea, horsted jout :i,- by U o So and Aua­

t Jr>ilia digm.tarie~.fl the tuk f<>J'cei protecting a mock convoy~ st eamed from 

tm harboir to b8gin the l©ng o ©fUIJll© trek to Sattahip 9 'fhailando During 

th• ou'tt.et of tM transit the allied urdt a conducted underway replelliahments9 

caee of KEARS.AIDE and t he Australian aircraft carrier HMAS MELBOURNE9 inter­

changeab]J' re©overed and lmn1ehed aircrafto Because the convoy and pr0= 

tective force wen bei1Ag bar rassed by 00 eneJIIT° subnarines9 
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as the hub of ASW oper at i orus o WSE! SPIRIT" was terminated usexpeete~ 

ud har3b.'.ilJ" wh~n USS FRANK Eo ET.ANS (DD=754), an. !SW GROUP ONE mem)era . 
and mfAS MELBOURNE colli ded shortly after 0300 3 Juaeo Althougk some 40 

miles NDl@lfed tll."om the collision site 9 KEARS.ARGE had rescue craft in the 

ab> immediat~qo Sooi'a lltt erp HS"'6 hel i copters wer e ferrying the injured 

EVANS @tl&~lil t(I) KEARSOOE o Th@ a'l}cident H!!ulted in the mobilization ot 

t he KEARSAOOE medical depariaent for mua ceualt ieso A tlight surgeon and 

dental of'fie~r wre flow to MELBOURME for initial aido The KEARSAIDE walk ... 

ing bloo~ bulk: ud surgi©al team were activatedo Tventy0 t hree KEARS.ARGE 

crevmel!l doi-;grt~d bl~od and maIJT more were turned awa70 ot the 199 sm-vivors 

tmn aboard9 Olli" s erlousl,y injured patient vi th a ccnpmm.d fracture of the 

f'emti!' -~ awMJu.gt-e«ll ~diat el;y to Cu Ranh Bq a and another patient with 

b~ BM ~ ©l~l.~©'al ~w illlju.ey was transferred t o the same location the 

next d~ o Sb: 1tdditional p~tients vit h burm we" admitted to the ward9 and 

KEARSAIDE diwring tlM moming o !tmoough t he effcrls of the KEARSABGE Supply 

Dap~ffli.9 EV.Am crewme~ l eft th! carri e r at Subi® Bay dressed in working 

umf'01'111SJ &!d with sore epending money in thei l" pooket Bo They were forced 

doned shipo When they re~@hed KEARS.AOOE si t he survivon , were garbed par = 

tia~ in Royal Australi an Navy worki ng f'ati~es and anything else handy°o 

During the tlr'amit to Subi ~ Bq~ EVANS crewmen were issued clothing and 

special payo Beri>Rri:b-ig acc~odatiom nre ready when they arrived aboard 

~~f ,-~ b .... '11.._- \lr 

~ 
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KEARSAOOE o 

KEARSABOE ntumf!ld to Yankee Station 19 J une f or her aecond llne-perl= 

od0 She relinqui@hed her Yankee Station dutie~, Ju]T aid departed tor 

Sasebo9 Japu.o Hrtr> rcrrew9 MM1fhile9 began celebrati.Jsg Independence Da;r 9 

alt!acmg~ t1@,w 24 hr.i:i~~ '.il/at(e o The Supply Department provided tood tor a 

lamh .f.H.ghfi;. d~:¢'k pi~~'l~9 wh!l~ h the hangar ~ orgaised bai,ketball 

and v~lleyball w ams waged tournuentia for t he shipo$ champion~hipo The 

Cb~pl:J.i.oos, u Of.tie~ ~p«»na@Nd a book n11p ~ and a fiight deck band con~ert 

by t,w, JSi GROUP ONE b and and w. firework~ cli&plq put the t:bdshing touche, 

cise .11 @od~ r..mri.e wm;!CR KOO l> 00 19022 July o KEARS.AIDE., along with DESRCfi 23 9 

jo:uie~ f @~i&~ with wrltai er tm J'ap*nese Maritime Sell Defense Force (JMSt>F) 

to oondu~t tm tor~N:il.Bf/ 9 the site of which was the southem portion of the 

Sea ot Jfilp&OOo T~ethe:w9 mtlt&11 o! ASl1 GROUP ONE and JMSDF dea'troyera and 

VP &ir>ell".d°~ <flMpl@~d fui!nl@r ~erations sgainat one J MSDF and two tJ o So 

•rl :fi~,A! d~ 111ir~~'8.lft fl'nm KE!RS.AEGE were inwolved in three· Search: -~ 

Rea~111~ (SAR) wpet-:atiwlllo On 29 Ji'W1" u HSca6 mlo picked up a aa overboard 

fioom USS KAW1BH1WI (AO=,:iJAO)o Tw day!i later aircraft from DARSARGE9 aloag 

with ms J AMES Eo 1IES (DD""787) ad USS WALKE (D~72.3) carried out a futile 

aeU'(!:h for ~ 'DSS HALSE! (DlG=23) man lost overbo&rdo Then9 on 2 August, 

VS-419 HC=7 uad BS""6 d.Nratt participated in a seareh tor the pilot. ot an 

" 
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!=7 which crashed during an approach to USS KITTY HAWK (CVA-6J) 0 

KEARSOOE outchopp~d Yankee Station 14 Auguljt with Hong Kong the next 

destinatio~o Be~a~~~ of a poasible typhoon hazard9 KEARS.ARGE anchored off 

Green Islmid dlraing ner tive=day visit to the •Pearl of the Or:l.ento18 Ferry 

boats pud f~~ :t'.J"~ t~ -W<Ltl!u-e ad ncnatio• fund transported KEARSAOOE 

Stati@ll'Ao ~'"'' f~f~)f do!t aib 9 to~ secuity reasclllls.il weN made available 

'Wktil ~j a~in w,'llem i~~ ~~~ p~bli.©ly unveiled its plan to decommi~sion 

KEAP.,.C!l.A!'GE .Ji'\)):!J~·~dl th~ G!"eat Ch-ieile Route •nroute CONUS 9 rll!ubing 

Saa Diegc, e~)l,y ai_, :S~;,>~t(ffib~~o lWS1=53 m~raft had fl.oWll otf the previous 

dq9 b1l:lt th@ .a:ll..R" gll"®P Btill bs.d mmd1Nds of men and tons of gear to oft,., 

lo&! ~t f.!S 1-~oll.'t,i!a ~wd 'betiJn KE.ARSARJE ~mlld fim.ah the last leg ot her 

jouraq = twM ·t.r.lp ~p th!!t Southern Calilomia ®oa.st to Long Beacho KEAR• 

SAIDE ~~w~d ~¥:. l!.,ei~; ~~l.la in lat e at'teNoon @f the fourth with .familie~ 

and .fr:lfl!!1Jid,.;;, ax .~\V Gil.Om' otra and KEARS.AIDE peri,onnel lining the pier and 

a new~ ~fr!~ h~ru ii;~~l 1 {ABC) 1n Los Angeles standing by to cover the 

Th~·1ut bit ot untimsmid bt11Sine$is, ammmitiofi ofnoad9 was a©~mcs, 

pliehed 9ol0 S(!Sl)tubeir ae KEARSARGE stood at anchorage otf the Naval WeapoM 

Station ilt Seal &a~ho KEARS.ARGE :reported for operational eo•trol to the 

Naval .Ina~ti·v~ Sh.ip Min't<tntan~e P'acility, San Diego.il 16 Septenberli aad be-
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go inactivation ia the Lorig Beach laval Shipyarda The target dat• r_. 
completion aad dec<nmiasioaing is 13 February 1970. 

A8 aoted previouaq JI the Air Department observed three mile.tones 1a 

its operations during the yearo Throughout 1969 the Air Depart•nt v~· 

able to maintain an etfectin saret7 progrcno Ollly one major flight deck 

hJ'U'T OCCUffedo Short~ after departure from CONUS a blueshirt working 

on deck at Jli.ght walked into a turning propellero He sustained serious iJl­

jUl'iesg but t~ recoveredo To reinforce observance of safety regu].atioas 

in aircraft handling procedures, a capetition between night and hangar 

deck creves based oa aumber of •cruaehes" per move, assisted in drastic 

reduction of incidentso 

Air Department ope~ationa while deployed vere routine until lllid-Jtul9 

when eClltlaiaatioa ia _tb• Jp_g fuel 97stem vu diecoveredo Jp ... ; tilter 

20s coalescer elements deteriorated and contadaated the separator elements, 

along with the outboard distributioa pipingo The Jp ... ; syst• was dOVll fer 

aix hours for nushing and aamplingo Both coaleacer elements and separator 

elemeJlts were repaired at a cost of $1.11645 o llTo serious damage occurNd to 

aircrafte 

The brief period ot fuel contamination was the oaly major problem en=, 

countered in the fuel system, while handling 7S3g534 galloRS ot ariation 

gaaJI 1,2,2 .11105 gallon.a of JP=S and 7,320 gallons of anation 11Jbe oil during 

deplo,ymento 

As KEARSABOE cul.m1.Dated air operations vi th the air group t3.7 ... otf 3 

September"' the final total of arrested landings stood at 4,652 and catapult 
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shots, 3,61So Both figures were accumulated during operations prior to 

ud during deplo.,mento It wae during a launch that the Air Departmentoa 

other aignU'i~ant equipment failure of the year occun>edo The starboard 

catapult vu CASREPrED 29 J'we when the nose tow launch shuttle hook broke 

during th! l.t.W11Ch of a C=2 ai.rrera!t at maximwa catapult pressure o ilthough 

the aiireraf't va~ liau~b:!d ~ucir;easfullyg t he catapult track was ba~ dam"" 

agedo A numbe:ir ot tX"a~k ©over s had to be removed for straighteniBgo Sup­

port fx-om CaITier u.d Field Service Unit (CAFSU) was etticaeicws and enabled 

the catapult to b~ f'ull7 ~rational by l'llid=Julyo 

After retur11 to CONOO tor dercommie&,1ioningj t he Air Department usumed 

a major role 1n t hi~ illlWolut:lon o More than 1009 000 man hours wen utilized 

by the A:l!Jf ~pall"tment toward its inactivation11 cne<!.,@hth the total man hours 

required to in~i;ivat.e tm entire sbipo 

The Avi ation Intemedia'Wl Maintenanee Department (ADm) j organized in 

July 19681' u.perleiil~od m.:mtet>ws growing pains durlng 19699 particularl.7 in 

of equiplklnt t~ouglbl @J)'!n pwreha8tlo Close liaison with parent COMMANDER 

FLEET AIR (COO'AIR) and t hif!I lo@al Supply Department proved to be the key 

to SUCC8$So 

A pa.'l'ti~U'ly t.;;los@ working relationship was maintained with the Air 

Gronp Maintename Coordinat@r and the sbipo a Avi ation Supply Officer o This 

paid off handsme'.q durlng the cruise o Potential problem areas were kept 

to a mini.mwlm by holding a montbl.1' maintenance meet.ingo Individual need:! 

and desires were discussed <Openly and freely o Thia allowed priorities to 

L 

.. 
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be assigned for the bene!i~ of all concerned and stil l maintain the highest 

st ate of aircraft readine~a poasibleo 

During the 1969 deployment, AIMD had three officers and aR)r oximately 

120 enlisted men pemanently a.ssignedo This was suppl ement ed b;y sane 4S 

enlist ed pe~~onml .U!\ilig1sed 'TAD f'rcm th~ air groupo These nwnbera pra,ed 

optimum f@J" tt,a:mt,.i.in:tng t wo 12 llioulf' ihif't.s9 seven da;ys a week9 while still, 

~ t hat th~ pl!:'Olpe:t> specialty ratb.g:s W01!Jld be available o 

AlMD m.~t~ \@ ~f'f~lt'Jt ©~nem l°epa:ir!l) o The m.nnber of aircraft coJll= 

ponerrt.B i.n®©tt'lrd fer r~pm and returned to a reac:iy=f W=isaue status (RFI) 

ult imatl!lq d~temi.n®!'J tm lftU@~&'!l~S of the departmentos assigned miss iono 

Fr om a tot.~1 of ~9 7L16 @mip@n~lllit~ inducted for Nr,aiir9 u9474 were returned 

t o RFI ~ tu~ = ~ 1~ p~lf @~lltt ll"a~ o The pe:reentag!8 returud RFI 18 not\9= 

worthy Bin@~ of 19 ~7i @ompcnent!!i 00 unable to npiJ.r9 01l 980 were in the "Be= 

yond Capability ot liiepm (BCM) One'° category o Thi~ meana no repair au= 

th.or:l.Eedo Ot tm owe~all total.9 only 292 @omponent,a were not processed RFI.9 

and tbi8 failw..r>® ~tm ~ attributed t<oi lack of part.so 

.. During deplo1ffllel1Ut9 an average of 159 897 meas~es monthly was handled 

b;y Main C~i@$:ti@M :im t M Commmicationl!ll Depa:r1:ment o Although several 

highly akill~'91 pe~~it>m~i were lost juat pric,g, to deployment 9 a vig@~C\18 

training pirrogll"• -w~~ x"~"l'll'ilftible £~ siwtaim.ng stead;y quality in the 

handling @ft~d'.fi®9 efti» d:uring th® pen month of J.~t9 when 179 .391 ~es= 

sages we~ sent or N(l:leivedo The volW'le waa suffi~ient nen in the slack 

month ot JMe~ when 1}4.9400 Mtuuage~ were handled to keep the department in 

port and st u board at'lctionao 
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Plumed maintenanc:e (PMS) further diminished free time 9 but the results 

were impre,saive = over 95 per cent of scheduled PMS vas accamplishedo The 

benefit.a nre apparent in the pau~ity ot down time for teletypes and other 

c~ation~ equipment o 

The EVANSaoMEL'BOVJRNE collision had pr@nililuoo~d effects on the Communica= 

tioM Dtipartmem o T~ wm:,11~~ @f official int erest in the accident re= 

aulted in t emporoim7 tll"affic loadf! greater than ever prertously- handled during 

the yeuo IYA Additi@n., ~mn® 296 Cll!a~ wEOO me!isages were aent by the crew 

at EVANS to nssl!BW"@ l~ved (JJU9al at home or their vel.f'areo 

by emb&'i"ked !SW GROUP ONE p@ncinnel and ehipoa ~ODJPUl1's advising fmdliee 

and friend~ ot th<& ~@hitdul9 i';"t!Ti5iono During the traait to OONUS, the 

Commurrl.@ation~ Dep&rlment pr·ooe~sed over 1.1)000 milstrip cancellations tor 

the Suppq ~pa$tilrlt o 

Dwrh.g the S~ab@ m pol't period9 the Col'!ll'illillnications Department made 

its miq ujol'f eqm.~m addition ct the Yfi&r = a ,o..,f'oot free receiver 

wire o The :!mp:rtowed Hliab:U:.tt.y ~:r lmr frequency- :raeception pro~d the valu 

of this instai.latio~o 

As the first month lfJf th@ ye&l" elaPf!iedil the Weapona Department had 

executed the majority of its deployment preparation!lo The double hose re= 

plenishment rigs wen installed with probe deliveey capability- available 

tor destroyers eo \!5qu:ip~do Ammw!dtion loadwt was 8$' per eent complete9 
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with the remainder to be obtained after arrival in WESTPACo Undervq peric:, 

od8 1D EASTPAC well"e eon~d polishing te&Dllrork and pro~iciency 1a refuel= 

111g .:some 15 deatroyeX"ei and :in providing ordnance tor air group aircraft, as 

•ll U the !ShipO~ 0. gmi aOW!itSo 

During ~ port periodf& .fi nishing touches were applied to yard over ... 

haul jobsD mid a'U oq'd.JDH:i,¥!t vaas peaked up f or deployme?Ito During both 

sea and in porl, perltda9 pe~om~l retWMiing from school.8.0 and other ma 

jus·t reporti,.. tw duw,y 9 wr-e quic~ integrated into t he training uad main­

tenance p~aml) s~ that a n wiel) well-drilled erew would be ready tor 

deployael!ilt o 

Notab14' from tm W!?.lapom nepartment st andpoint during ORE in April 

was the extemiw ~e ot both air and surl'ue launched torpedoes during a 

large s~al.e ASW ~Xi!!Ni~ID in tm Blrkbg Sanda Taictical Underwater Rangeo 

Dwring the depl~}'lH1:lrt Uiaralt 9 mmerous mucepai proved to be the major 

etf ort of tl'm & @It gir,oupo Thi dcuble~ho~ r1.g~9 with ~ <rtee or pigt&il op= 

tion f m; H~vy Standm"d hel OU {NSFO) de~troyel?' euitomers9 aad the JP...$ 

probe capability» pll"~Ved to be u e.fficiem. and •rationally' fiexible WI= 

rep ayfft.uo Thmo1!!9 W~lfe ~ Wid~rwq replemahnt&a vi.th Uo So HA.ff sbipeg 

:lJlcluding oU~r!t!9 in WFSrPAC 9 m:&d an a©1ditional ll 'Gm'epj with SEATO nation 

vease~ , dmng 00 SEA SPIRIT 000 

Fiwe gwmeey, ex~rit:ise!lf were co~~ted in WESTPAC;; including 1three 

z ... 10"".u utilizing higb=,apeed t argets towed b7 jet aircratt.o Fire control 

and gun crew training achieved proved moet beneficial in keeping a viable 

air defense post'ltN and in ve~ng equipment alignment and performanceo 
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The ordnance and torpedo crew prorlded routine but safe and timely 

support for ASW GROUP ONE requirementso Helicopter lilt was utilized for 

transfer of all to:rped@eS to destl"O)'er&o 

The Marine D~tacimen.t ~onducted field training at every opportunit7 

vld.l• u p@lrt9 and lllti111ztid t he f ew brlet ~lack periods at sea tor refresher 

and quali.f'il&'lati@n tirlng f@~ theuelve~ am. the shiplls l anding part7e 

Aa work begu 1n earwe~ tor decemmdt1&d@ni.ng, WeapoM Dep~llt pel?'=> 

so1U1el cicnplqStel;f l'faerwed the re~e?£t]Jr &©quired. double hose rlg1 as well 

as the shipo@J l~b.e~9 lif'e boatl5 and most other t~side eqaipmeato The 

guaoullt8 and di.Het«g>21, Wl:Nt p,Npared tar lite iasid• a dem:mddUied hut o 

The exterlw of tm ahip wa~ pailrllatakeacy ~hipped and repainted so that it 

would withstud ~e'ft)!'~ ~ffa exposun to enrlromental element.so Depart= 

mental ha.BM ~~t en@l ~imilmr treatment to interiw working and berth= 

1ng spaces9 magainecJ9 v@id89 heada9 and paasagewayi,o 

The Supply Deputmem en~ountered no major problem du.ring 1969 o Ad= 

Tance plauing bJ' ill Supply div:iAtionlii prevented any aerioua ditticultieso 

·The usual hard t.o obtd.n C@Molidated illowa,me List ( COS.AL) itellll!I CODoc 

tinued to plag1!1@ the General St<Cl!NS Diwisiono H~Ve!'9 with ag~:he 

tollov W+J> a©ti©ffl9 tlll@ tll"019.1ble$ !im th18 aNa were qui~k~ overcome o 

Dving the m@rii.th @f J~ t he Sa1e2il Di'if1~1oli.l e~tabliahed u all=time 

KEARSABGE record 111 tjl!ll~@ by gnfi~ $l1S~S90o8S 9 of which lS per ceat 

was pl owed back intc the shipO ~ wel.tare and recreation fun.do .h , result 

ot the early return t o CON'US .9 the crew realized some exeeptional bargains 

COfWIDE 
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during hangar bq aaleso ill items were sold at cost or belovo 

Data Procesai11g encountered a few parts probleiu due to the mainteQ 

••• ot sufficient. quantities of span parts tor the computer aboard, and 

u a result9 there wu a m.i.nimm or dowa time on the computero Training 

operatara to nm th~ ~anputer co111tinued to be a proble111, but. with competent 

programaera ill Data ~-~sings, the tiroublea were easily OTercomeo 

Withh the Adlldni !itlr'atiwe Departmeut. 11 the Bducatioul Serrlces Office 

helped hrtbair> the @dmr;~i~n ot more than 8SO c rew members during 1969 o 

KEARSAJOE was one of the tev official exam..aticm centers tor tbe Uaited 

States Anled fall"CHJ Iutitut® (USAF!) sponsored Oeaer al Educaticnal De­

velopmeat (OED) t est~~ whieh maau the ~qaivalent of a h1Jh school degrM 

tor those who pu~ it o 1'olr't7=thNe KEARSARG! pereouel did pass the OED 

exam and were ii.warded equi walenc7 certificates o 

'00.AFI corresprondencrt @omrses were in popular demand u 312 men Olr'dered 

couraea9 wbieh are worth c@llege creditao The course subjects raged .from 

police scien@e to tn~ @ultiwation and from automobile meehanica to ff= 

.friger&tiOl'lo 

The most import.mt functi@n of FSO was the preparation and ad:miniatra= 

tion of the Na"7<=¥ide exainatioM to,r a.d.wancement 1A rateo During 19699 

78S such exams were adm.nist·and to ASW GROOP ONE and JCEARSAJDE persomtelo 

Two special Ec.4 uams cauaed a Bharp incnase in the number of exaaineea 

troa the previous yelill"o E-3 exams were admhistered weekly to a total ot 

320 appreatice!So 

The Chaplaia0a ottke9 in lie~ of the llilomal religiGUS serrlces9 al.so 
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supervised the crewo s lounge and library 9 orgallized talent shows 9 arranged 

tours for the crew in overseas ports, and conducted a vigorous People to 

People prog:nmo The Chaplain°i, otf'i~e innovated the Great Books reading 

progrm tor the crev o This entailed group discuHion about an assigned 

list of work a and authws o The Chaplain° a Office also directed two men= 

moth paP,,l'back book wa~ c:mrlng the deployment o Thousand!l of books were 

exchanged by crew members o 

People t@:1 Pttopl<t p;r,ogr8Wj included extensive improvements on r~111 ... 

ties at Boyao TOlffl near Oloiigapo City 9 Ro Po ~ by KE.ARSAEGE volm1teer work 

parties thNe d~ in J'une 9 painting and repaire to an orphanage near 

Sasebo 11a July9 and tiffilr& aboard IEARS.ABOE by 1iome 700 Hong Kong school 

ehildrea9 sponsored by Servicemeaos Guides .Aasoci ateso la addition9 

KEARSARlE repreisentativ~a delivered a consigment of 1.thleti®J g~ar to Boys o 

TOlnl tar Project Hamdelaapo 

Sneral major engillile~rlng job!!! vere c ompleted during the year, par= 

ticularly the inst.illatim of additional vent ducting int o the Noo 2 fire= 

roaa by Ship Repni" Facility (SRF) Yokosuka, ud the installation of eight 

7-15 ton air conditi~ne~a9 vhi@h br~ht the total mnnber of air conditioner s 

oa board to 1210 htensiV® work was accomplhhed in 'the loeation or mi•or 

salt leaka in the md.n ~@ndens11irs by both ship011 force and various shiP7ard 

tacilitieso H'Qll!lrott&i tube~ were plugg.d in the Noi!o 2 and J maia eo11deuerso 

The ax:paasion of laundry facilitiee was marked by t he acquisition ot 

aev aad larger wuhen 9 extra~tors and dr,yers, and four new presses in the 
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maia l awadry o 

Although continual concern tor boiler economiser elemeats was preYa~ 

len t hroughout the operi\tioul monthe 9 17 elements were replaced from 

Ju uU7 through Auguto Air eompre~uior overhauls were exe~uted oa a con"' 

t 1Jluing basi!l p u ~lemeffl!t @f Npair that was laelktag u part.es eupporl tor 

the equipmeato The aiiam ~ obleu were also experienced in repairing air 

Tu Dmuge C:(l)nt~l ~pim'tment 9 which was organised ill July 1968
9 

hnctioned Bm~ ~ d:w.•ing the yearo Begiludag in ~tober l96B, the et= 

teetiveneB~ of the f»ijD&gf! C@ntlfol Department was endenced in training U= 

compl:lshed and materlill :readll.ess achievedo During the period prior to 

deplo,ment9 tllle ineRJaised temp@ in daage control training and crew edu= 

catioa prcmi~<!d s ~~fiidt <$ progressive tread in fire tightillg pr~edures, 

damage eontr~l exer©i tu;&1 ud material prepareclneisso This was evident in the 

favorable g1rade!.! e1ai:iwd i n competitive dr.llb 9 refresher training and ad= 

miaiatrative impecti ono D~e control equipment reliability- waa increased 

through the ~ppll©ati on of m.~over and money- re&O\lll"Ctui, which were more 

effective~ pr@~iffilMd am ©~ntr@lledo 

Sime 16 Sept®mbe:t> homes, wrk haa been pr@gre11s:b.g on a abipv!de basis 

toward deaictiwtii tOl!is under BUPH'"vi.aion of the Naval InactiYe Ship Mai.ate= 

nanee Fu:Uit7~ Su Dieg@o Durl.ng the last th.Ne montha cf 1969, still 

usable gear was removed from the sbip9 berthing and meissing facilities 

closed dowa nd t he crew nl~~ated elsewhere i and the hunctreda of spaces 

withill the inter.1.w ape@ifil:, ~onditioaed to rlthstand :rusting during the 
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inactivity. Thousands of man-hours have gone into preserving the exterior 

of KEARSABOE, as wello Completion of deactivation work and decommissioning 

ia programmed for February 19700 

• CONFIDE?ff IAL 



ANNEX ( D) 

USS KEARSARJE OPERATIW SCHEDULE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1969 

1 Jan - 7 Jan Inport tong Beach 

8 Jan - 17 Jan ASW Exercises 

18 Jan - 26 Jan Inport Long Beach 

27 Jan - 31 Jan Carquals 

1 Feb - 2 Feb Inport Long Beach 

3 Feb - 10 Feb .As.l Exercises 

11 Feb - 16 Feb Inport Long Beach (at 
anchcrage 14th) 

17 Feb - 21 Feb Carquals 

22 Feb - 24 Peb Inport tong Beach 

2$ Feb - 3 Mar ASW Exerciasea, 

4 Kar - 28 Mar Inport Long Beaeh 

29 Mar Depart Long Bea~h.11 
Depart San Diego 

29 Mar - 4 Apr Enroute Pearl Harbor 

4 Apr - 7 Apr Inport Pearl Harbor 

7 Apr - 14 Apr ORE 

14 Apr• 17 Apr Inport Pearl Harbor 

17 Apr - 26 Apr Enroute Yokosuka, Japan 

26 Apr - 30 Apr Inpov.rl. Yokosuka 

30 Mpr - 4 Mq Enroute Yankee station 

4Ma7-l4*Y Yankee Station Operations 

14 Ki\Y' - 17 Hq En.route Subic Bay, Ro Po 

17 Mq - 21 May Import Subic Bq 



ANNEX (D) Continued 

21 Ma7 

22 Hq - 26 Mq 

26 May - 3 Jua 

3 Jua 

3 Jun - 4 Ju 

4 Jun - 6 Jun 

6 Jun - 17 Jum 

17 Jun - 19 Jun 

19 Jua"" 5 Jul 

5 Jul .. 9 Jul 

9 Jul - 19 Jul 

19 Jul - 22 Jul 

22 Jul - 24 Jul 

24 Jul - 28 Jul 

28 Jul - 14 Aug 

14 Aug - 1.5 Aug 

1.5 Aug - 21 Aug 

21 Aug - 4 Sep 

4 Sep - 9 Sep 

9 Sep - 10 Sep 

10 Sep - 31 Dec 

Enroute Manila Bay 

Anchorage Manila Bq 

SEATO Exercise "SEA SPIRrl'" 

USS FRANK E o EV ANS and HMAS 
MELBOURNE Collision 

Conducting SAR for survivors 
"\ 

Accompany MELBOURNll: to o,0 

latitude, then enroute Subic 
Bay 

Inport Subic Bay 

Enroute Yankee Station 

Yankee Station Operationa 

EIU"OUte Sasebo, Japaa 

In.port Sasebo 

Exercise lllBEACH KOO" 

Inport Sa~e~o 

Enroute Yankee Station 

Yankee Station Operations 

Enroute Hong Kong, Bo Co Co 

Anchorage Green Island 

Enroute CONUS. 

Iaport Long Beach 

Anchorage Seal Beach 

Inport Long Beach 
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