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U.S.S. JASON AR-8 

FLEET POST OFFICE In Reply Refer to: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 9660t AR-s114: sn 
5720 2~5 \~ Ser 

OPNAV REPORT 5750-1 
~ G MAri 1969 

From: Commanding Officer, USS JASON (AR-8) 
To: Director of Naval History (OP-09B9) 

Washington Navy Yard 
Washington 25, D.C. 20390 

Subj: USS JASON (AR-8) Command History for 1968; 
submission of 

Ref: ( a) 

Encl: (1) 
(2) 
(3) 
( 4) 
( 5) 

OPNAVINST 5750.12A 

Chronology (JASON Annual Ship's History) 
Narrative of Ship's History 
List of Commanding Officers since commissioning 
1968 "Welcome Aboard" Pamphlet 
Photograph of USS JASON (AR- 8) (1 April 1968) 

1. Enclosures (1) through (5) are forwarded in accordance 
with reference (a). · 

--t?.~~ 
R. M. HINTON 
By direction 
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Part I Chronology 

Part II Narrative 

Part III Annexes 

Annex A Commanding Officers of USS Jason (AR-8) 

Annex B 

Annex C 

1968 Welcome Aboard Pamphlet 

USS Jason Photography 1 Apr 68 



Par t I - Cbr onol~gy 

1 J an - 26 Fe b 1968 Moor ed Pi e r One , U. S . Nava l St a tion, SEJ.n Di ego , 
providing r e1Jair service s to uni t s of the U. S , Pacific 
Fleet. 

27 Feb - 1L1 Mar 1968 I ndependen t ship exerci ses in the Southern Cali f ornia 
Operation 1\rea . 

15 Mar - 31 J•fa r 1968 Moored Pier Si x , U. S . Nava l S t a tion , San Diego , 
providing r epair service s t o unit s of the U. S . Pacific 
Fl ee t. 

23 Mar 1968 Capt ain G.M. Me t z e , USN was relieved of his cornn1and 
by Capt ain 1 . J. Curtin , USN. 

1 Apri l - 7 April 1968 Un den,ay for Pear l Harbor , Ha 1,aii. 

8 April - 9 April 1968 Moore d Pi er Kilo, berth 'l'en , Pear l Harbor, Havmii. 

10 April - 25 April 1968 Unden,a y fo r Subi c Bay , Republic of PhililJ})i ne Islands . 

26 Apri l - 21 May 

22 May - 23 May 1968 

zL~ May - 5 Ju l y 1968 

6 July - 7 July 1968 

8 July - 13 July 1968 

Moored Buoy Nineteen , .Subic Bay> lie public of Phi,l ippine 
Isl ands. 

Underwa y for Kaohsiung , Tah,an . 

Moore c1 Duoys .One a nd 'l\~o, Ka ohsiung , 'I'ai wan . 

Unden1a y f or Subic Bay, Republic of Philippine I s l ands . 

Moored Buoy Nine t een , Subic Bay , Hepublic of Philippine 
I,s lands . 

14 July - 22 July 1968 Moored Lava Pi er , Berth Five and Si x , Subic I3ay , 
Republic of Philippine Islands . 

23 July - 26 July 1968 Un derv,ay for Mui Vung Tau , Republic of Vi e t nam. 

2 7 July - 14 Aug 1968 An chored Mui Vung 'l'au Ha rbor , Republic of Vie tna m. 

15 Aug - 17 Aug 1968 Under 11ay for Subi c Day , Republic of Philippine Isl ands . 

18 Aug - 13 Sep 1968 Moored Riveria Pier , Berth Nine & Ten , Subic Bay , 
He public of Philippi ne Islands . 
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Part I - ( Con t . ) 

11+ Sep - 15 Se p 1968 

16 Sep - 20 Sep 1968 

21 Se p - 22 ,Sep 1968 

23 Se p - 24 Sep 1968 

25 Sep - 7 Oct 1968 

8 Oct - 1968 

9 Oct - 15 Oc t 1968 

16 Oct 1968 

31 Dec 1968 

UndenJc1 y for Hong Kon g , British Crovm Colony. 

Moored Buoy One , Hong Kong , Dritish Cr own Colony. 

Under\1ay for Subic Bay , Republic of Phili p1Jine 
Islands . 

Moored Bu oy '11\·1enty-five , Subic Bay , Republic of 
Philippine Islands . 

UncJ.eri.,my for Pearl Ha rbor , Hav,aii. 

Moored Pi e r Mike , Berth Four , Pear l Ilo.rbor , Hav1aii. 

Unden-1ay for San Diego , Ca lifornia . 

Moored Pier One , U. S . Naval St a t i on , San Die go , 
California . 
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Part II - USS JASON NARRATIVE HIS'I'ORY ( 1968 ) 

The DISS J ASON ( AR-8 ) spen t t he greater par t of 1968 as a rne iilber of 

the United States Seven t h Flee t unde r Co1J1mander Service Group 'I1Im E in 

the Western Pacific. 

The J·rtsON \'1as moored to Pier One, U. S . Naval St a tion, San Di ego , 

from 1 JanuG.:ry until 26 February providing repa ir services to units of 

the U. S . Pacific Fl ee t. Independent ship ' s exercises were carri d out 

in t he Southe rn Califon i a 0 1101·0. t ioll Area fl· oitl 2 '7 Februa ry to ll:. l1ar ch. 

J 1tSOi1f re t urtie cl t o ;::;an Diobo a.nd rnoo1·e d. to ]'i or ~i x and con t inued 

to provide repair services . 

Capt ain L. J, Curtin , USN, relieved Captain G. M. Metze , USN , as 

Co1nmandin g Officer of the USS J/\SON (/ill-8 ) on 23 !··lar ch. 

J ASON prepared for overseas movement un t i l 1 April when she departed 

from Sa.n Diego en route Pear l Harbor , Hawaii. J /.\.S ON en t ere d Pearl Harbor 

on 8 J-\pril and moored to Pier Kilo , Berth Ten. Two days l a t er , on the 

morning of 10 Apri l, J J.\SON depar ted Pear l Harbor aJ1d stea med directly 

for Subic Bay , Re public of Philippine Islands. 

The t r a nsit to Subic Bay las ted 1-mti l 26 April at which time J ASON 

moor ed to Buoy Nineteen. JASON provided repair s e rvices to nume rous 

ships of the U. S. Seven th Fl eet in Subic Bay 1-rntil 21 !fay. 

JASON got underv1ay for Kaohsiung , Tah1an on 22 i'lay an d a rrived 

t wo da ys later. J i\SON remained in Kaohsiung from 2 ~- 1-iay until 6 July 

servicing numerous units of the U. S . Seventh Flee t . A large percentage 

of these Ullits were undere;oing repairs after ope r a tions of f the coast 

of Vietnam. 
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Par t II - ( Cont. ) 

After six weeks of exceptiona lly hard 1vork , JASON l e ft Kaohsiung 

on 6 July a nd return e d to Subic Bay to continue her a va ila bility to 

sh i ps of t he Se venth Fleet . 

When JASON compl e t ed her s t ay in Subic, she t ook a four day trip 

a c r·oss the L,ou t ll China Sea ancl o.nchored in Jmi Vmig 'L'au lla rbor, Repub l ic 

of Vie t na m, on 27 July . During her s t ay in Vie tnam , J JU30N c omple t ed 

926 job r eques t s , a s s isted fi f t een different COflllllands includin g a 

v a riety of naval ships . 

On 1L1. August JJ\SON l e ft Vie tna m a nd re turne d to Subic Bay . J l\SON 

moore d to Riveria Pier on 18 August continuing to provide her excell en t 

repa ir services f or about one mon th. 

On 14 Se ptember JASON got un der i.o,ay for the British Crovm Colony of 

Ilong Kong for a peri od of rest an d r e laxa tion; she arrived on 16 Sept e n1ber , 

af t er s t eaming thr ough the Stra it s of 'I'aiwan. 

Leaving Hong Kong Harbor on 21 Sept eu1ber , J ASON re tur ne d to Subic 

Bay. After ti..10 days a t sea , J1'tSON a r rived in Subic on 23 Sept e111ber and 

moored t o Bu oy Twenty-five. 

J /-\SON l e ft ,Subic Day on 25 Sept e mber and s t eamed dire ctly for Pearl 

IIar·b or, lfa v1a ii. The ship arrive d i n Pear l on 8 October and moored a l ong

side Pi er Mike . On 9 Oct ober J AS ON depar t ed Pear l Harbor en r oute t he 

U. S . Nava l St a tion , San Di ego , California, After a we ek a t sea , J i\SON 

arrived a t the Naval St at ion in San Diego on l G Oc tober and moored a l ong

s i de Pier One . 

ENCLOSURE ( 2 ) 



Par t II - (Canto) 

Capt a i n Al be r t F. Be t ze l , USN , C0i1m1a nder Service Group ON.~ , tra ns

f er r e d h i s fla g fro1u the USS KLONDilill ( AR- 22 ) to th e USS J ASON ( AR- 3 ) 

on 16 Oct ober. 

Fr om 16 Oct ober to 15 r·To ve mber JASON underv1en t a pe r iod of l eo.ve 

a n d u pkeep s t a t us tilii l e providing l imite d fl ee t repa i r ser vice s . 

From 15 Nove mber unti l t he e nd o f th e year J ASON provi ded r egular 

fl ee t r e pa i r servi ce s to units of the U • .S . Fi r s t Fl ee to 

Speci a l Event s - Se vera l spe cia l e vent s took p l a ce dur i ng ~e. t/est e r n 

Pa cific Cr uise. 

\lhile in Hong l( ong , J ASON \/elc ome d aboard thr e e college professor s 

r e presenting the Pr ogram Afloa t for College Educa tion. As a re sult of 

th e program, se ven t e en men s uccessful l y comp l e t e d c olle ge wor k re ce ivin g 

t hree uni t s of credit f r om .San Di ego St a t e College . Ma ny men to ok 

adv a ntage of the edu cational fa cil i ti e s made a va ila ble to the m. 106 n~ n 

1vere advan ced i n ra t e as pet t y offi c ers and 45 men vrere a dvan ced to ei t her 

Seamen or Fi remen . 923 t rain i ng courses were t aken out. Nuinerou s 

Ge n e r a l Educ a ti ona l De v e lopmen t t e s t s we r e admin i s t ere d to t h ose desiring 

hi gh s ch ool dipl omas . Tours for t he o f f i ce1°,s a nd the cre v, were organ i zed 

b y t h e cha p l ain i n a l l por t s - of - ca ll i n t he Fa r East . 

J AS ON wa s hos t for Comman der Servi ce Group CJ\!;~' S Annua l Ch r i s t ma s 

Par ty he l d a t t he Tr opic Ga rden Cl ub , .San Diego , on 21 De c e mber 
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Par t II - ( Cont.) 

Repair Repor t - Duri ng 1968 a tota l of :i\528 1 85'7 1·ias spent in the repair 

of 5L11 ships. A total of '7,165 jobs l'Jas comple t ed by the year ' s end . 

These jobs re 4uired the comple ti on of 32 ,49'7 separate items. Tot a l 

production rnan/days a mounte d to 28 , 62 L~. Some '7 6 ships moored alongside 

J i\SON. J 1\SON provided these ships 1,1ith a tota l of 1 , 193 ,961 kiloua tt 

hours of electricity , 5 ,L: 8L1 hour .s of steam service an d 203 , ~-38 ga l lons 

of feech-1a t er. J /\SON he l d 95 gy:c o inspections , 9 boiler inspec t ions , 

and 60 underw ter hull inspections. 
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COMMANDIHG OFFICEns OF USS JASON (AR - 8 ) 

Jun 19'-14 - Oct 191+4- CAPr A.O.I-1. B 1 RGE,SIDN 

Oc t 19L14 - De c 1945 CDR . E. F. BECK 

Dec 191+4 - Jan 1947 CAP'I' J. F. l3ENNHJG'I'ON 

J an 1947 - Feb 1948 Cl\PT c. I-I. P~RDUE 

Feb 19L1-8 - Feb 19L1-9 CAP'r VI . s . \r/IIITESIDE 

Feb 1949 - Jul 1950 CAFT Cl\Pl' J . i:J o FO\iJLER 

Jul 1950 - Aug 1950 CAPT J. v. QUERY 

Aug 1950 - Jun 1952 CAPT vJ. B . EPPS 

Jun 1952 - Sep 1953 CAP'I' l' 
/J . A. SHEP1~JlD 

Sep 1953 - May 1955 CA PT T. F, FOVJIER 

May 1955 - Oct 1956 CAPT 'I' . c. PIIIFEH 

Oc t 1956 - Feb 1957 CAFT E: . "''. ABBOT 

Feb 1957 - Jun 1957 CDR A. H. BI LDirnBA CK 

J un 1957 - Aug 1958 CAPT II. P. MCINTIRE 

Aug 1958 - Oc t 1959 CAPT. R. L. RAMEY 

Oc t 1959 - Nov 1960 CAPT K. E. MENEKE 

Nov 1960 - De c 1961 CAP'r s. M. ZHINY 

De c 1961 - Nov 1962 CAPT J, B. WILLIAMS , Jr. 

Nov 1962 - Jul 1961+ CAPT R. D. POAGE 

Jul 196L1- - Aug 1965 CAPT F'ci VJ. ZIGU:R 

Aug 1965 - Aug 1966 CAPr J. C . LOVE DJ\ Y. 

Aug 1966 - Mar 1968 CAFT G. M. H~TZE 

Mar 1968 Pre.sent CAPI' L. J . CUR'rIN 
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