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Ship's Hi story 
Part I - Chronology of Events 

9 Jan 70 

17 Jan 70 

25 Jan 7'/J 

8 Feb 70 

16 Feb 70 

9·-13 Mar 7'/J 

24-26 Mar 7'/J 

15 April 70 ' 

13 ... 14 May 70 

14 May 7(/J 

18-19 May 70 

20 May 70 

21 May 70 

22 May 70 

4-9 Jun 70 

13 Jun 7f/>... 

29 Jun 70 

27 ,1ul 7(/J 

26 Aug 70 

Delivery of USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21) to the Navy 

Commissioned following AAW Modernizat ion at Bath 
Iron Works, Bath Maine. R. L. Thorson, Capt . , USN, 
assumed command. 

Commenced 20 week Phase III of DLG 16 Class AAW 
Modernization, Special test and check out period. 

Transited Panama Canal. 

Arrived at home port, Long Beach, California. 

Exercises with Fleet Training Group, San Diego, 
in southern California Operating Area. 

Prosecuted unidentified submarine contact. 

USS GRIDLEY'S status changed from "In Commission, 
Special" to "In Cbmmission" by CNO. 

ASW operations in Southern California Operating 
Areas with USS MEDREGAL (SS-480) 

Underway , independently, for Seattle, Washington. 

Remained in Seattle for Weapons Systems Alignment 
Tests. 

Underway for, and at, Dabob Bay on Hood Canal. 

Underway for Nanoose Test Range in British Columbia. 

ASROC and Torpedo firings in Nanoose Bay, then 
underway for Long Beach. 

Independent steaming and test firings of Terrier 
s ystems at the Pacific Missile Range on the Fifth, 
Eighth, and Ninth. Eleven missile~ £ired. 

Completed 20 Week Phase III of.,-bLG 16 Class AA,W 
Modernization, special Test and Check out Peripd. 

Commenced Post Shake· down ~vailability phase of 
AAW Modernization in Long Beach, Naval Shipyard . 

Entered Dry Dock. 

Completed Dry Docking. 



4 Oct 7(/; 

6-7j0ct 7'/J 

8 Oct 70 

12 ... 23 Oct 7(/J 

9 Nor-70 

12-13 Nov 

16 Nov 70 

20 Nov 7(/J 

25 Nov 70 

27 Nov 7(/) 

3 Dec 70 

5 Dec 7(/J 

9 Dec 7(/J 

12 Dec 70 

14 Dec 70 

15 Dec 70 

17 Dec 7(/J 

19 Dec 70 

26 Dec 7'/J 

27 Dec 70 

28 Dec 70 

70 

Officially Completed Post Shake down Availability 
at 2400 and USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21) became a unit o f 
the U. S. Pacific Fleet . 

Underwent dockside FORACS checks at Long Beach. 

Complete underway FORACS check at San Clemente 
Isl and . 

Underwent I nterim Refresher Training at San Diego 
with Fleet Training Group, San Diego . Compl eted 
t raining and exercises with a grade of satis f actory. 

Loaded weapons at Seal Beach. 

At Pacific Missile Range for Tes t Firings, ASW 
and Helo Operations. 

Completed weapons loading at Seal Beach. 

Underway for Pearl Harbor in company with USS REEVES 
(DLG-24). Commencement of WESTPAC deployment . 

Arrived Pearl Harbor. 

Departed Hawaii, enroute to Guam. 

I nchopped t o Seventh Fleet . 

Ar rilled. a..t Guam for a fuel seop prior t o get ting 
underway for Subic Bay. 

Arrived at Subic Bay. 

Underway from Subic Bay for Gulf of Tonki n O"Q._eration. 

Entered Hos t ile 'Fire Zone. 

Assumed CTU 77 . (/J.l (North SAR) responsibilities 
from USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG-28) following unrep wi th 
USS WICHITA (AOR-1). 

Departed NSAR to join TG 77.6 and departed Hostile 
Fire Zone. 

Arrived in Subic Bay in company with USS RANGER (CVA- 61) 

Departed Subic Bay enroute in Yankee Station with TG 77.6. 

entered Hostile Fire Zone. 

Again assumed responsibilities of CTU 77 .'/J . l with 
escort services provided by USS CHANDLER (DD-717). 
Remained on station for remainder of calendar year, 



( 

0:..-: 9 J a:1ua!'y 1970 , GRIDLEY hull number DLG-21, was delivered to Comma 
Firs t Ka v~l D1stri~t , ~cting on beh~lf of t he United States Na·y , by Bath 
Works Corpora tion , Bath , Maine This day also mar ked the un1t1ng of the t · 
pre-comm1ssiom.ng det ails int :i :i:1e unit. The 7 offi cers and. 2~0 enlis ted 1 

who had been undergoing f ormal t raining a t Fleet Training Cen-er , Norfolk , 
Virginia flew to Bath , Maine , and joined the 14 officers and 1h8 enlisted 1 

who had moni tored t he f inal stages of GRIDLEY's moderni za t ion Between 9 
J anuary and ~he commissioning date of 17 January, this newly for med crew 
prepared. to t ake t heir new shi p through an arduous series of t.ests and exe1 
to determine the fitness of their ship and themselves. Addi tionally they c 
and prepared the ship f or commissioning while loading her with a.11 of Tr <: c 
sumablea that is takes to opera t e a modern warship . On 17 J anuary 1970 1JSE 
GRIDLEY (DLG- 21) was commiss ioned at Bath I ron Works. The ship was accept E 
for the U.S . Navy by RADM J. N. Shaffer, USN, who also comm1ss1oned the shi 
Captain R. L. Thors on assumed command. Enclosure (3) 1.s -:he :,'.)mmissi o'!'l:..ng 
brochure . 

Upon comple tion of final preparations for ret urning to sea a:-d ":he -om 
ment of the Phase III Tes ting pe riod of the DLG- 16 Class Moderni zation Prog 
t he ship and its newly ass embled crew departed Maine for Norrolk, Virgin i a, 
23 J anuary. 

The Phase III Testing Period prescribed in t he Moderniza tion Program p 
for continuous outside technical assistanee while the crew gr oQmed the four 
acquired AN/SPG 55B r adars,Naval Tactical Data Sys~em, and AN;SFS- 48 r adar , 
melded them. into a eompleted comb at system. Simult aneously the crew worked 
its way from basi c exerci ses to t he sophisticat ed exercises thaT denote a c< 
ready team of men and equipment . One important element of Phase III was th( 
Special Test and Checkout Period (STCP) which provided the shi p with the se1 
of Univac , Sperry, Librascope , Gilfillan , and General Dynamics under t he co< 
tion of LCDR Fred Katz , representing NAVSHIPS. Enclosure (4) is a det ailed 
list of the tests and exercises undertaken during t he entirety of Phase III . 

Having steamed independently for six days aft er leaving Norfolk, t he st 
transited the Panama Canal ,:,n 8 February and moored at the Naval Station at 
Rodman in the Canal Zone. On 9 February GRIDLEY go t underway and pr~ceeded 
north to c._iiforni a. Throughout the passage the crew , as before, was drille 
and trained in an a ttsllipt to more fully prepare them for the operat ion o f t h 
ship. 

On 16 Februa,ory GRIDLEY arrived i n Long Beach for a per1od of local oper 
and upkeep t hat ended on 18 May . The time was made notable by s everal event 
Fleet Training Group, San Diego , provided an ass i st visi t to the ship in San 
Diego from 9 to 13 March. D~ring t he visit, various coordinated exercises 
were: held in t he Southern Calif~rni a Operating areas . From 2L to 26 March t l 
Pacific Fleet's newest DLG participated in the prosecution of an u..~ident1fie1 
submarine contact. For the period of 14 to 16 April GRIDLEY pr~vided submar: 
t arget vessel services for four conventional submarines, ~he HARDER (SS- 568) 
VOLADOR(SS- 490), REQUIN (SS- 481) , and POMFRET (SS- 391). The submariue force 
repaid this assistance ·by providing the USS MEDREGAL (SS- 480) for anti -sub­
marine operations off the coast of Southern California on May 13 and 14, In 
these two exercis es .. three torpedoes and e>ne ASROC were expended. 

Following this,' GRIDLEY steamed north to Seattle, Washington to undergo 
a weapons syst ems alignment che ck . These tests took place on 18 and 19 May . 
Following the complet ion o! this evolution the shi p get und.erway for operatic 
in Dabob Bay on Hood Canal . After spending the nigh~ moored at the Naval 
Ammunition Depot , Bangor , the ship got underway f or British Columbia to part­
icipate in ASROC and torpedo firings at the Nanoose Test Range , On 22 May 
t wo torpedo and two ASROC f irings were made. Following these ·t i rings the 
ship headed back f or Californi a, ~rriving in Long Beach on May 25 f or a short 



n-port pericd. 
A weapona l a1 was t a.ken on at Seal · Beaeh en 3 J'a.n~ prior to engaging 

n. missile finngs at the Fad:!'1 ,·: M:i.ssile Range on 5,8 al"id 9 June . On those 
hree dates a "tot a ... of elevet'. m.15S i .Leo were fired . GRIDLEY t hen ceturned to 
,ong Beach for ce stricted availability and t he p0st shake down a vailability 
hase (PSA) of her AAW Moderni zation . This long period of shipyar d work 
rovided little time fe,r operating at sea; however> the ship di d undergo a 
ull power run on June 15 and sev~ral other 1:1nderway periods a8 par t of 
inal contra~t trials and a four day INSURV Inspeetion that commenced on 15 
une. From 27 July to 26 August GRIDLEY was in drydoek for underwater hu..11 
epairs . PSA ended 4. October. L0eal operatiems cemtinued thr-01.1gh Septe.mber 
ith one major sh±.pboard event being the Annual Supply Inspection on 30 
eptember . The Supply Department reeeived a grade of 90.68 for a rating ?f 
xcellent. 

On October 6 and 7 a dockside FORACS cheek was made in Long Beach prior 
~ making a final, underway , FOR~CS test off San Clemente Island on 8 October . 
to 11 October were spent in San Diego undergoing a Training and Readiness 

valuation prior to the commencement of Interim Refresher Training which 
ictended from 12 to 23 October . The result of the strenuous , "'Or:der sea., 
rogram was a satisfaetory mark for the ship. GRIDLEY then returned to Long 
~ach where she remained in port until 8 November. 

On 6 November the ship suceessfully completed a Terrier and ASROC Nuclear 
~apons Accept ance Inspection. The ship again loaded weapons at Sieal Beach on 
November and then returned to her homeport for two days pn.er to depa.rting 

)r the Pacific Mis .sile Range on 12 November. Following the f1 r1.ng of one 
~ssile ·in the surface mode on 13 . Noveblber the . shtp went south to San Diego 
)r anti -submarine operations and helicopter exereises. · Following one landing 
1e helocopter was 1:1nable to take off and the s ip was for ced to divert to 
~n Diego to off load 1t . This having been done, the ship returned to Long Beach 
t 14 November . After being in port for one day the erew again g~t their ship 
tderway and steamed t o Seal Beach for a final weapon3 loading The ship 
unediately returned to her horoeport where she remained in port f.t·om 17 to 19 
>vember in preparation for overseas movement. 

On 20 November USS GRIDLEY departed Long Beach in company WJth t he USS 
:EVES (DLG- 24), another AAW Modernized DLG, en.route to Peart Harbor on the first 
·g of her transit to the Gu.lf of Tonkin and to her role in the s~ vent h Fleet. 

and 26 November were spent iu port in Pearl Harbor giving the crew a chance 
, rest; after what had been, for many, an uncomfertable passage , The sh1.p 
t underway on November 27 for~ independent passage to Guam. Inchop ~o t he 
venth Fleet oecurred on December 3 · and Guam was ·reaehed, 'for a half- day visit 
d fuel stop , on 5 December. GRIDLEY arrived at Subi c Bay i n the Republic of 
e Phillipines 9 December. During three busy days spent in Subic Bay, final 
eparations for sustained combat funetions were made and a Naval Security 
oup Detatchment was emba!ked. The ship departed Subic Bay on 12 December and 

14 December the ship entered t he hostile fire zone. 
On 15 December, following an underway replenishment fr0m th~ USS WICHITA 

OR-1 ) , GRIDLEY relieved the USS WAINWRIGHT (DLG- 28), on s t ation, a~ CTU 77.0. l, 
lf of Tonkin North Search and Rescue Picket. This ~~s1gnment eon,:un,ed for 
3 days before a holiday s tand~wn caused GRIDLEY to joi n TG 77,6 as an escort 

USS RANGER (CVA- 61) on December 17 . Later that sair..e day the hostile f rrre 
:ie was left behind as the ships returned to Subic Bay , All T!, 6 units remained 
Subic Bay until 26 December when they departed for Yar.kee Station. On 27 

:ember GRIDLEY again entered the hostile fi re zone, a.rid with her escort USS 
I\NDLER (DD-717) ~ss1:lIDed North SAR Station for the remainder of the reporting 
:-iod . 



( 

T~aiLing wa5 the one primary j~b of GRIDLEY and her crew 1n 1970. I 
ordnance expenditl.ll"es give about as true a pieture of the level of activj 
any indicat or. 12 Terrier missiles , 6 ~orpedoes, 5 ASROCs and 781 roundE 
of 3 inch anununit.ion were expended in slightly less than t.wehe months of 
commissi0ned service. 
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HISTORY OF USS GRIDLEY (DLG~21) 

USS GRIDLEY (DLG-21) third man-of-war named for Captain Charles 
V. Gridley, has a gLeac reputation to uphold. The name Gridley is noted 
for Captdin Gtidley ' s honor, bravery, and devotion to duty and for the 
dist1ngo1shcd reco ,t ds of c.wo previous ships which bore the name . 

The f1tsr GRIDLEY (OD-92), a Torpedo Boat Destroyer, was conunissioned 
8 Mar~h 1919. She dispidLed 1200 tons and had an overall length of 
314 reet. She parti ipated in the historic NC-4 Navy Seaplane trans-Atlan 
flight, the first of its kind 1n May 1919, before being deconunissioned 
in 1922. 

Th~ se ~ond GRIDLEY {DO-J80), commissioned 24 June 1937, displaced 1725 
and had an overall length o± j41 feet . She saw action in many battles 
and invasions 1n the Pa -.it ic theater during World War IL For her part 
in the war she re eived a n~mber of ribbons and 10 battle stars, one of 
which was awat.ded tor t.he s inking ot the Japanese submarine 1-54. The 
ship was deconunission~d in April 1946. 

The present GRIDLEY (DLG- 21) was commissioned 25 May 1963 at the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyatd, Bremerton, Washington , and was assigned to the 
U. S. Pacifi c Fleet. In Mar Lh 1964 GRIDLEY deployed to the Western 
Pacific as a unit of the U. S. Pacific Fleet and was part of Task 
Group Ii. 6 di.a 1ng the Gulf of Tonkin c.nsis in August of that year. She 
was awarded the Armed For ,es Expeditionary Medal and the Navy Unit 
Commendation for service in support of successful air strikes counter­
actack operations against North Vietnamese torpedo boats and supporting 
facil ities . 

As a unit of the U. S. Pacifi~ Fleet GRIDLEY again deployed to the 
Western Pacifi~ in 1965, 1966, and 1968 where she served in the South 
China Sea and Tonkin Gulr. While deployed to the U. S. Seventh Fleet 
she ptovided anci-ai, and anti-submarine protec tion, carrier excort 
services and search and rest ue services. Duties while assigned to the 
U. S. First Fleet have included missile firings fo r test and evaluation, 
anti-submarine warfare and anti-ai r warfare exercises and various good 
will port visits. 

In July 1968 GR1D1EY departed her homepor t of Long Beach, California 
bound for Bath Iron Works Corporati0n, Bath, Maine, and decommissioning 
incident to undergoing an extensive anti-air warfare modernization 
conversion. This included installation of the latest developments in 
naval warfare . During her shipyard period GRIDLEY was fitted out with 
the Naval Tactical Data System (NTDS) which will provide rapid communi­
cations and information display to enabl e ship and force commanders to 
make decisions in countering hostile threats in today's high-speed 
warfare. Also installed were updated air search radar and Terrier missile 
fire control equipment as well as more powerful turbo generators to pro­
vide increased power for the new equipment . 



GRIDLEY was coimniss1oned l.J Jant.1a.1.y 1970 at Bath , Maine, and reported 
> the U. S. PacitiL Fleet 8 February where she took her place as one 
· the newest unit.s of today's modern United States Navy. After an 
Ltensive tescing period ;;.nd pose shakedown availability at the Long 
ach Naval Shipyard GRIDLEY reported for duty 5 October 1970 to Commander­
L-Chief, U. S. Pad fie Fleet. 


