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SECLISSFED ‘SHRONOLODY, OF HIYTSTHTS

1 Jaruary 1966: ~FSTEEM was assigned to patrol duty off the coast of

South Vietnam urder the operatioral cowmard of GTP 1i5. -

?_93““3?3_1965? ‘Relieved by USS PLEME (BS0-h92) as o1 115910 o

7 January 19663 Bnroute to srea ninz in the Gulf of Thailando b

9 January 1966: Arrived on statiom im area nineo

18 January.1966: ESTEEM erroute to Banigolr, Thailard for a'pért vigit,

Rendezvoused with USS GALLAM T (M80~h89) for the trarsit wp river.

2 Jamary 1966: Departed Bangkok, Thailand, stesming irdeperdently.

- enroute to Subic Bay, fhilippire I8lards.

31 Jamary 196A: Arrived ait Subic Bay, Philﬁﬁpiﬁé islards and ertered

dry dock for emergercy repairs to the rudder,bearirgso Commenced
preparatiors for the rext patrol.

10.February, 1966: Commenced Third ard final patfoio. Urderway for area

seven off the coast of South Vietnam.

13 February, 195@5 Arrived or stetior. Assured the dubies of CTU 115.1.7.

28 February, 1966: CDR M.R. FLEMTI 7, COMII DIV 73 erded a 10 day visit

on board.ESTEEMQ departirg by way of a high-lire trarsfer to 1SS KAWTSHTWI
(A0-1L46} . The Commodore had come aboard o cbserve jurk beardirg

- dpefationso Unforturalely, the huptirg was bad that morth.

8 March, 19665 ESTERM received. authorization to wear the Vietram Service
Hedal. |

9 March, 1986 ENSI'H J.L. SZOVILL reported or board For duby.

10 March, 1966: After twértyasix days of contiruous "Market Time®
operatiors, ESTEFM was reliéveﬁ zs ar%a comnar der by U35 J0¥¥LICT

(MSO=1326).°' This corcluded the third patrol, o ' uEmgﬁb v



. 14 March, 1966: ESTREM ertered Subie Bay, Philigpine Islands where she
- ?bjoined Mire Divisior 73. After three daya of prevaratiors MT} DIV 73
~ departed Subic on 17 March errouteé to Guam Island, the first stop or

the 1oig trarsit home,

23 March; 1966: MI¥DIV 73 arrived at Guam ard commenced & bédly recded

eight-day up-keep period.

31 March, 1966: Underway with MI’DIV 73 for Kuajalein ard a short fuel

stop,

13 April, 1966: MIMDIV 73 made a short fuel stop at Johnson Islard

and hurried on toward home.

16 April, 19663 MI}DIV 73 arrived in Pearl Harbor, Wawaii. The division

enjoyed a lorg-awaited liberty call ir the U.S.A.

18 April, 1966: Urderway ir company with MINPIV 73 for Long Beach,

Califorria., Encountered rough seas ard cold weather = our first in
- nilneé months,

28 April; 1966: Arrived at Pier NIFE Lorg Beach, Califorria thus

_ completing a rire-month deploymert to the Western Pacificn The ships
received a warw welcome from families ard frierds, Commenced a

30~day leave ard upkeep period,

8,9 June, 1966: Conduched .. two-day Maragemert ard Mairtenarce
Ir:spection, ‘

13 Jure, 1966: ESTREM commenced g three-=day Operatiopal Readiress
. 3

Irspection.

11 July, 1966: ESTERM received a reular pre-overhanl TYSURY inspectior.

" 19 July, 1966: ESTREM departed Long Beach with other urits of MDI DIV

73 on a Minex. After participatirg in the first three days of "Operatior
Grurgzon Hunt® EST?EM,returned te Long Reach to make preﬁarations for

the-upwcoming Seattle Sea Fair visit scheduled for L-7 August.
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Lo 27 July, 19661 ESTEFM conducted a burial at sea for a retired 1.8,

Maval Officer. It was a movirg experience for all hards,

29 Julzl_196§: Urderway for Seattle, Washirgton to narticipate ir the
\ Arrual Segtple Sea Falr. FSTE™M actirg as 0.T.0. for three'gncompgnying
ships: UFS IiLUSIvE (MSN-4E8), USS COVE (MST-1) ard TISS SAPE (MST=2), |
Uss'ﬁAPF returned to Lorg Beach after an ergineering éasuglty~ard
1ss C/E escorted her into safe water. ‘ESTEﬁM.and ILLGSIVE broceeded
on uaSeattleo The Sea Falr was highlightéd by'ihe'ahip“s entfy
irto Lake Washirgton by way of the Govermnment Locks at Ballard for
the hydroplane races..” ESTETM Cepprted Seattle with ILLUSIVE on 8
Arust and was rejoired by USS-CO“E at Porﬁ Angeles for the return

t..p to Long Beach.

2r_fugust, 1966: FASION R.W, MULHALL reported or board for duty.

27 Augﬁst, 1966: EST*WM participated ir a divisioral dependerts eruise

‘t the operatlng area off Santa'Catalina Islard. The ships:corducted
© tactical mareuvers in formailior ard held various seamarship drills,
' "i "Market Time" cook-out was held or the fartail,

&

22_Seplember, 1966: ESTERM visited Avalor, Sarta Catalirs Islard

tor ar. evering of rest and recreatior. ‘
).Ottober, 1966: ESTEFM departed Pier YIFE for Harbor Boat Buildirg
Jsompany t0 begin her yard overhaul.

31 December, 19663 At the close of the year the ship was still under- °

going yard overhaul which ircluded a major corversion to erhance
watertight irtegrity, installatior of a rew degaussing system ard

the installatior of air corditioning equipmert.
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CONFIBENTIAL ﬁEﬂAssmm.

- The New Year fourd USS ESTERY (MS"-h37) off the coast of South

BARRATIVE

Vietram patrollirg the waters of area six as a “AR¥WE TTME uriz. The
ship was vrder the operatioral commard of CTW 115 ard was assigned
as Unit Commander, CTU 115.1.6. On 2 Jaruary was relieved as ares
eommarder by USS PLEME (MS0-492). |
On 7 Jamizry ESTEEM was ordered to area FTFE ir the Guif of Thatlard,
She arrived on statior or 9 Jamary ard resumed patpol duties. The ship
departed thé area or 1P Jamnary to make a port visit to Bamgkok, Thailand,
The ship also fook the crew of a anst Tuarg WPB in order that they
might share the rest ard recreatior peried ir Barerkok, On 21 Jaruary
EST“EM met with USS GATLA T (8N=hB89} at the Bargkok Rar. At First
' light the ships proceeded up river ir compary.
Th;Jtﬁb Ships aeparted Bargkok.or the morrirg of 25 Juspuary & d

\ begar the lorg trarsit to Suble Bay ir the Philippirs Islends. Zoth
éhiﬁs—gieéﬁéﬁﬂi;hépéﬁdérfi}ré% 5és£“s§eéé,-*EST“EM'arrivéd in Subie
on 31 Jaiﬁafy'amd immediately wert irto drydosk ir AFTLw1l for repairs
to the Port ruddér.bearingsg After four days ir érydeck, the work
was completed, On 10 February ESTERY got urderway for her third ard
fiﬁal patrol ir Vietnamese waters. She arrived or station on 13
February ard was assigred duties as CTU 115.1.7. On 18 Febpuary
Comma: der ‘M,R. FLEATI A, GOMTF™TT 73 came aboard for a W0-cay wisit.
The gommodore obserred BESTEFM ‘s techriﬁﬁe in boardirﬁ Jurks @rd other
day to day evolubiors péculiar to MARKRT TIVE cperatiors. on 20
February the commodore was trarsferéd to USS KAYTSHTIT {A0-1h&)

by high-lire.

On 9 March Ensign J.L. SCOVILL reported sboard for duty. The following
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day, Mareh 10, WOETEEM wow relievad or sbablor by TES G5 STLINE (Fo 4263,
Thus aftér corcluding 25 cordirveus ﬁ‘““ of patrpl Gubies WRTTFH
termirated hex third ard fizal pateol ard Jeparied Scuih ?ieip ness
waters for tie last dinme.

Four days leter the ship arrived at Subie Bay, Philipoine Tslards
to rgjain the othor urite of Mime'ﬂivisier 3. after these days of
ress and recreatinn wixed with a2 gaad de;l of lgab nizuie repaive ard
loading ef siores the ships were ready for he lorg veyass hﬁdc; o
the mormning of i? Harch Mine Division 73 pot underway for ”a( BESER- 84
At Guaa the ship teck full zdvartage of an elighi-day aveilabiliny o
get repair work accampilished b} the S51F. e usedusrk wa na*&icﬂlarly
Hell dorne ard gli five‘shipﬂ in the division rrofited from the
avalhebilityn On 31 March Fiue Divislon 73 departed Guam or hey rext
ieg of thr long twin'hoﬁeg |

The Followine tuu s%Cﬁs wowe at Fua jale i: Isiagy dahpsory Toland

2B
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where the div1siohimade briet eboos for fuel and wisite So the excharges
for some last mirutie shoppivg.

The division arrived ab Pearl Narber, Wawaii or 18 fpeil. Two days
wore spert on vayagﬂ ?upair oz loadine of Tuel ard sunplies and a

lorg«awaited Liberdy call in the staves. Oun 18 Apeil the ships doparied

Hawaii heoaded for Lorg Beach. ¥Tor the Tirst time ip rips months %

A

-I:L-

¢rew experienced cold weather.
Things warmad ﬁp a liﬁtle when the divisior arrived ab meg Bgach
on 28 fpril. Filends and loved oves were waitirg oy the piev. With o
nine mobth deployment ‘behind them the erew cémmezced é well eavred

leave and upkeéop pericd.

ENTIAL
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ESTEERM received a“ two day annual Mararemert ard Hairtenarce
Trspection or B and 9 June, This was the first of a seemirely erd-
‘less line of imspections ard exercises that made the WESTPAC deploymert
seem like a pleasure cruise. On'13 June the ship commerced a three
day Operatioral Readiress Inspectior which ineluded inport drills and
climaxed ir a battle problem. With this barely uunder her belt TSTREM
started preparatiors for a pre-overhzul I} SURY inspection or 11 July.

On 19 July EST'FM departed Lorg Beach with other uniis of Mire
Division 73 for operation Grurfon Hunt, a mive exercise off Sarta
Rosa Islard. A8 it turned out the grurion were rurning fer ESTE™,
She swept more mires tham all other ships combired ir the wmoored
phase of the exercise. TWSTREM received a big assist from ay uncharted
undersea moﬁrt that took a Beavy to1l of the othér sh{n's sween fear,
Affer thfee'days of the mire exercise ESTEFM returred to Lofg Reach
along with USS ILLUSTVE, USS CAPE and I'SS I0YF to makesnreparatiors
for a visit to Seéttle, thhingtor.and the Seattle Sea ¥air,

On 27 July ESTEW corducted a burgal at sea for the remairs of &
retired 1.5, Eaval Officer. It was i movlirg experierce for ail hands,
The service was led by the Mine Force Chaplain with represe}tatives of
ship's compary participatirg ir the ceremory. Gravesiils horors wers
rerdered by an honor guard from the U.S, Kaval Station at Lorg Beach,
Callfornia, -

On 29 July ESTERM got underway from Lorg Beach in compary with
USS ILLUSIVE (MSo-hL8), USS CAPE (MRI-20 ard 1SS TYTE {¥ST-1). As
O0TC she was to lead her flock to the Puget Sourd where the MSI's
wo .1d break dff for a visip to Powell River, British Columbia and

the remainirg two MSO's would proceed to Seattle, "ashirgton ard the

Sea Faira Exroute the CAPE developed an etgineeriré casualty waich

i pecLassiien GONFIBENTIAL



dictated her retufn to Lorg Beach., USS CNYF escorted her to sale
waters ard cortirued onm to Powell River irdependently. TETE™M ard
ILLUSIVE joined the Seattle Sea Faipr Fleet for the prard ertry into
Seattle on I August, After holding onen hcuse for th-usards of visitors
on the first two days of the visit the MSOs entered Lake “ashington

by way of the Government Locks at Ballard to get a rirgeide seat for
the hydroplare races, Enroute through the locks the ships were boarded
by mock Vikines (local businessmen), Convertion dictated that the
ships should lome the hattlé‘ard ig d;e time.%ﬁe hearty crew of the
ESTREM was subfueds~-Token: gifts wergiexdl4t didiana.the Vhldnps were
given a free ride or irto Lake Urion, Or Surday, 7 August, guests of
the Thirteerth Raval Mistrict ard families ard frierda of the crew
rode the ship into Lake Washirptor to watch the hydroplare races.

After an erjoyable day or the lake the ships returned %o Lake Union

on Sunday everimg and the followirg day begar the lore trarsit home,
The MSOs wsre joired by USS COVE at Port Angeles ard the remairder

of the trio was made in comparyo.

Dﬁring the morth of Augusﬁ KSTERM received two of figers for duty.
Ensign R.B, MULHALL reportec or board from Mire Warfare School ir
Charleston or 22 August and‘ﬁnsigh_ﬁ.@; wHEELfR_reported aboard or
31 August having completed the Freireerirg OfFicer course at Charleston,

On 27 August EST EM pérticiﬁated'in a difiéioral'deperﬂé?ts eruige.
This Saturday outing at sea was hiphlirhted by divisior tactics ir
formétion, indeverdert seamérahip évolutiors ard a cook=out opn the
' fantail ~= PMARKTT TIME STYLEM,

ol e
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After mary months of preparatlor ESTEEM departed pier FI'E or 3 October
for Harbor Boat Building Compary to begim her yard overhaul, Muring the
overhanl the crew was messed ard berthed by the laval Statior at Lorg
Beach while a major wateretight irtegrity conversior and a rew refrigerated
air corditioning system were irstalled. The ship also received a rew
degaussing system ard miles of associated cable. A major effort was made
{0 increase the habiiability of the ship ir view of repeated deployments
to WESTPAG as a MASKET TTME unit. A complete messdecks conversior was
irstalled slong with a refrigerated salad bap, rew dranes, rew tile decks
ard panelling. On 3) December the ship was still nrdergoirg her yard

overhanl,
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LESSOFS LEARYED, CONCLUST™ S

i-esaona learred and eoncluslors are included as Enclomures Y]
and (5) of the documentary arneces. Both were writter when the everts
were fresh in our m:li:_cls and more ascurately represert our appraisal of
situations at the time. Fnclosure (6) reflects gereral ideas developed
after viewtrg our MARKFT TIME experiwnce in retrospect. |

Enclosure (3)





